Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



F 



600039429X 




^-^M^L 





ji 



) 



I 



JHHj 




^ 
4 


fj 


iv-- '''^ 






o^^S 




4 


■■li^^^ 


»/ ■•.■_ 


v^ 


fi3 


EH9 




^^R 


gi^lU 


jl 

^ 


Pi 


^ 


1 

1 
1 


» 


1 


fl 



BRITISH TRIDENT; 

Register of Naval Actions ; 

AMbenlk AccuiibD «r ill (IK boH 

REMARKABLE ENGAGEMENTS AT SEA, 

HAS BEEK EMINENTLY DISTINGUISHED'} 

Spanish" auma'da. 



CHRONOLOGIC ALLY Al 

By ARCHIBALD DUNCAN, Esj. 




ALBION PRESS PRINTED! 
YVXLISHXD TOa JAMBS CUKBKB, IVY-tAMK, 



J'^i^.^ /ja. 



* 



THE 

TRIDENT. 



NAVAL TRANSACTIONS, 

IK TUK YBAR^ J806. 



lutrodootorj Ramarki— Deicriptioa of Buenoi Ajres— Lost of 
that Settlement — Capture of Meldonedo— Entt Indies— l^osi 
of the Warrea HMtings— Atrooioui conduct of Lieutenant 
Moreau-^Otber occurrencQ* in the Indian Seas— West Indies-^ 
Capture of the Pomona^— Boafts of the Alaxandria^^Hurficane 
at Dominica — Mediterranean-^Boats of the Malpomenc— 
Minor actions. 

The preceding volume closed with an account of (he 
important capture of Buenos Ayres, by Sir Home Pop* 
ham and General Beresford, on the second of July, 1 806. 
No sooner was the agreeable intelligence of this event 
fully understood in England, than a number of ships 
were freighted for South America, the seat of our new- 
conquest. It was the opinion of the best informed 
men, that nothing more would be requisite to insure the 
most extensive benefits from the acquisition which had 
been made, than to facilitate an intercourse between tliis 
country and Soath America* The Spanish government 
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^as SO impolitic in its regulations, that the industry of 
the people had been totally di-scouraged, and one of the 
finest regions in the world deprived of its natural ad- 
vantages. The removal of those restraints, and the pro- 
, lection of a just administration, would, it was thought, 
at once secure the prosperity of the governed, and com- 
inand their gratitude. Wise and conciliatory measures* 
to gain the esteem and confidence of the people, would 
render them faithful subjects ; and, in proportion as 
they might flourish under British protection, they would 
become unwilling to return to their former yoke. I 
was also believed, that the principles on which our 
commercial intercourse with the South American Colo- 
nies was to be carried on, would speedily be settled, 
and no doubt was entertained, that they would be fa- 
vourable to the true interests of this country^ at the 
Utne time that they would be calculated for the wants 
and interests of the conquered. 

The importance, however^ of Sir Home Popham's 
capture, will be better appreciated from the folloviring 
brief account of the province of La Plata, extracted from 
the excellent " Account •fthe European Settlements in 
America^** published some years ago :— 

** The country of Paraguay, or La Plata, shuts up the 
eastern side of a considerable part of Chili and Peru ; 
whence extending over a tract of country above a thou- 
sand miles broad, it bounds Brazil upon tbe west, and 
upon the south butts upon the Atlantic Ocean ; being 
1500 miles at least, in length, from the mouth of the 
great river Plata to its northern boundary, the country 
of the Amazons. Tbts vast territory is far from being 
wholly subdued, or planted by the Spaniards : there are 
many parts in a great degree unknown to them, or to 
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any other people of Europe. In general, this |rreat 
country is ferlilc : the pastures particularly are so rich, 
that they are covered with innumerable herds of bjack 
cattle, horses, and mules, in which hardly any body 
thinks it worth his while to claim a property. 

" This country, besides an infinite number of smaller 
rivei's, is watered by three principal ones, which unite 
near the sea, to form the famous Rio de la Plata.. The 
first is Paraguay, from whence the country is denomi* 
nated : this forms the main channel ; it has its origin 
from a great lake in the^ centre ol South America, called 
the lake of Ferajes, and runs in a course nearly north 
and south. Parana, which rises amongst the mountains 
on the frontiers of Brazil and Paraguay, 

" The principal province which concerns us in this 
vast tract, is that which is called Rio de la Plata. This 
province, with all the adjacent parts, is one continued 
level, interrupted by not the least hill for several hundred 
miles, every way ; extremely fertile in most things, but, 
contrary to the general nature of America, destitute of 
woods : this want they endeavour io supply, by planta- 
tions of every kind of fruit trees ; all which thrive here 
to admiration. The air is remarkably sweet 9pd serene, 
and the water of the great rivers are equally fine and 
wholesome : they annually overflow their banks, and, 
on their recess, leave them enriched with a slime, which 
produces the greatest plenty of whatever is commilled 
to if. 

« 

** The principal town is Buenos Ayres, on the south 
side of the river; it was so called, upon account of the 
excellence of the air. Thh town is the only place of 
traffic to the southward of Brazil ; yet its trade, consi- 
dering the rich and extensive country to which it is ihe 
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avenue, is very inconsiderable. No regalar fleet comes 
here, as to the other parts of.Spaniih America ; two, or 
at most three, register ships, make the whole of their re- 
gular intercourse with Europe. Their ret\irns are very 
valuable, consisting chieiy of gold, silver, sugar, 
and hides. I cannot learn that they have opened any 
cOBsiderable mines in this province ; but It is probable 
there are rich ones in the provinces which lie to the 
eastward of the Andes: besides, it is certain that a good 
deal of gold is returned from Chili, for the mules, cattle, 
and tea, which are sent thither; and that silver from the 
province of Los Charcas, in Peru, is sent upon the same 
account, for the most part by land carriage. There is, 
besides, a tolerable water carriage; for a large river,, 
called Pilcomago, rises not far from the mines of Potosi, 
which winding amongst the openings of the Cordiiliras, 
diAcharges itself at last into the Paraguay ; and this river 
fs navigable to the very source, allowing for the inter- 
ruption of some falJsi which is (he case of the river Plata 
it^lf. By this way it is, I judge, that a great qnanlity 
of silver comes lo Buenos Ayres. Indeed it is in great 
plenty in that province ; and those who have now and 
then carried on a contraband trade to this country, have 
found it far more advantageous than any other v/halso* 
ever. The benefit of this contraband is now wholly in 
the hands of the Portuguese, who keep magazines for 
that purpose in the adjacent parts of Brazil." 

Sir Home Popham, as soon as he had found himself in 
complete possession of Buenos Ayres, wroleback to the 
Cape of Good Hope, in the most urgent terms, for a 
naval reinforcement ; which, had it been sent in lime, 
would, there is scarcely a doubt, not only have prevent- 
ed the recapture of the settlement, but have put Montje 
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Video also completely in oar power. Owing to the non* 
arrival of reinforcements, however, Buenos Ayres was 
unfortunately wresled from us, on the 12th of August faU * 
lowing, even before the intelligence of its capture had 
leached England. 

Pueridon, one of the municipality of Buenos Ayres, 
at we learn *from^ the official dispatches of Sir Home 
Popham, was the greatest organ of the revolution^ 
which restored the colony to the possession of the 
Spaniards. From the first, he applied himself with great 
art and address in preparing the people for a general in^ 
surrection. The arms in the town were secreted, ready 
for the moment of action, the disc*on(ented assembled 
every night, and attended (o his instructions, and be 
raised all the rabble of the country by the ample supplies 
of money with i^hich he was furnished on the norlh side 
of the river. Colonel Liniers, a French officer in the 
Spanbh service, and on his parole, successfully employed 
himself in collecting people at Colonia. Terror was 
established, and every person who refused to contribute 
his assistance to this conspiracy was threatened with 
immediate death. So rapid was the progress of tho 
revolution, when it first shewed itself, that it was not 
tjll the 31 St of July that Sir Home Popham learnt, by a 
dispatch from the General, which reached him at En* 
senada, on his return from Nfonte Video, that he was ap- 
prehensive, from the information he received, an insur< 
rection would shortly be made. Sir Home Popham 
heard at the same time, from Captain Thomson, that 
seventeen of the enemy's vessels had just arrived at Co- 
lonic; and it was reported that force was still to be in- 
creased from Monte Video, he sent orders for the Dio- 
mede to be brought lo Ensenada, and for Captain King 
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oflhe Diadem to come up with the few remainkig ma- 
rines, the two companies of blues, and as many other 
men as could in any degree be spared from the ships, for 
the purpose of arming some vessels to attack the enemy 
at Colonia, as it was impossible to prevent his crossing 
from the north shore whenever the wind was fair. On 
the first of August, in the afternoon, the Leda anchored 
off Buenos Ay res, about twelve miles distant, and on 
Sir Home Popham's landing on the 2nd, which he did 
as soon as the weather would adroit of a boat getting on 
shore, he found that General Beresford had just made a 
very success/ul attack on about fifteen hundred Spaniards 
under Pueridon, five leagues from the town, with five 
hundred men, in which he took all the enemy's cannon 
and several prisoners. On the 3d Sir Home Popham 
attempted to return to the Leda, in the Encounter, 
which Captain Hojiyman brought within a few miles of 
the shore forjhal purpose, as it blew very strong ; but 
the wind freshened so considerably from the eastward^ 
that he could not get to windward. On the 4lh, in the 
' morning, it was very thick weather, and the gale in* 
creased so much that it was impossible to weigh. About 
noon Captain King arrived in a galivat, with one hun- 
dred and fifty men from the Diadem, for the purpose 
of arming and commanding the few small vessels which 
had been collected in the harbour; but he was not able 
to get there till the following day. On the 5th, in the 
morning, it moderated, and Sir Home Popham reached 
the Leda, when he. received a report from Captain 
Thomson, that in the gale of the preceding day the ene- 
my had crossed from Colonia tolaljy unobserved by any 
of our ships, except the schooner under the command 
of Lieut. Herrijfk, who was l}ing in the narrow gut 
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leading to Conchas and St. Isidro, but the easterly wind 
had Ihrown so much wafer in the river, that the enemy 
were enabled to cross over any part of the Patmas4)ank 
withonl the necessity of making a greater detour by go* 
ing higher up the river. On the 6th and 7ih it blew 
a hurricane ; the Leda was lying in four fathoms, with 
two anchors down, and her yards and topmasts struck. 
On the 8th Sir Home Popham heard from Captain King 
thai five of our gun -boats had foundered at their an* 
cbors ; that the Walker had lost her rudder, and that the 
launches and large cutters of the Diadem and Leda 
were lost. The torrents of rain which fell during the 
6th, 7th, and 8lh, had rendered the road;? totally im« 
practicable for any thing but ca\^lry, and consequently 
General Beresford was mogt seriously disappointed in 
his determination to attac k the enemy at a distance from 
the town s in which, had it taken place, no doubt was 
Vtitertained that his array would have added another 

■ .trait of its invincible spirit under his dispositions. — ^The 
enemy, however, by his inexhaustible supply of horses, 

f iaffered little inconvenience from the state of the roads. 
And . he was therefore enabled to approach the town 
by several directions, without giving the British army 
any opportunity to attack him. Oh the 10th, in the 
evening, the castle was summoned, and on the follow- 
ing day Sir Home Popham landed, while our remaining 
vessels were firing on the Spanish posts, and he learnt 
that, exclusive of the Spanish army, which was divided 
into many columns, occupying the various avenues of 
the town, the inhabitantii^were all armed, and sheltered 
on the tops of the houses and churches, with a design of 
carrying on a war of ambush. Under these circum* 
Mances, and the manifest disposition of the enemy te 
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prevent an enji^ageinent, it was determined to embark 
the wounded that nighl, and cross th« Rio C hello, for 
the purpose of moving towards Ensena^.a ; but this 
measure was in a great degree frustrated b^ the weather, 
which became very violent during the ni^hl, and conse- 
quently retarded the progress of embarkation, though 
the enemy added a considerable number of men to the 
houses and churches near the castle, and advanced by 
all the streets not under the influence of its fire; in • 
short, his object was to avoid by every means a general 
action, and to place his men in &uch a situation that they 
could fire at our troop<< while they remained in perfect 
security themselves. On the 12th, at day-li^ht, a smart 
lire began from the enemy's advanced posts, but was 
soon returned with great effect from our artillery, which , 
was planted towards the principal streets^leading to the 
Great Square, and for a short time the enemy by hi' 
immense numbers slfewed a greater degree of firmness 
fhan on any other occasion, and pushed forward with 
ihree pieces of artillery, which Col. Pack, of the 7 1st, 
soon charged and took from him. During this time, 
however, reinforcements crowded (he tops of all the 
houses commanding the Great Square from the back 
streets, and our troops were soon considerably annoyed 
by people they could not get at. The enemy command- 
ed the castle in the same way, with the additional ad- 
vantage of a gun on the top of one of the churches, 
which was justly considered as an indelible stigma 
against the character of the bishop, not only from his si* 
I nation, but from the professions which he had made. 
Disappointed in his last efforts to induce the enemy to a 
general engagement in the Great Square, General Beres* 
fprd's gallant little army was falling fast by shots from 



Ofty&IGISTBR OF KAVAL ACTIONS. 11 

inviiiible persons and the only alternative whicli could 
present itself to save the useless effusion of so much va* 
iuable blood was a flag of (ruce^ whicb was hoisled at 
the castfe about one o'clock. In an instant there Vvas 
near 10,000 men in the Gr^at Square, pressing forward 
in the most outrageous manner to get into the fort^ and 
even firing at our men on the ramparts, so much so that 
it was with extreme difficulty the British troops were 
prevented revenging this insult ; indeed the General 
was obliged to fieil the Spanish Officers, if their men did 
not retire in the course of one minute, he must, as the 
only measure of safety, haul down the flag of" truce^ 
. and recommence hostilities, this firmnexs had the desired 
effect, and he then sent the following conditions to the 
Spanish General, and they were instantly acceded to :-<- 

" (Copy.) Fort Buenos Jyres^ Aug, 12, 1806. 

" The British General having no fbrther object for 
remaining in Buenos Ayres, and to avoid an unnecessary 
effusion of bloody as also the destruction of the property 
of the inhabitants of this city, consents to deliver up the 
fort of Buenos Ayres to the Commander of his Catholic 
Majeftt)'^s forces, on the following conditions :— 

" 1st, The Britisli troops to march out with all the 
honours of war ;' to he considered as prisoners of war, 
but to be embarked ^s soon as possible on board the 
British transports now in the river, to be conveyed to 
England, or the station whence they came from. 

" 2d, The British on their entrance into this place 
made many Spanish prisoners of war, which remained 
on their parole, and as the number of officers is much 
greater on one side and of men on (he other; it is agreed 
thai the whula shall be exchanged for the whole, the 
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English' (ranfsporti reiurning to tb^ place of their ie^tU 
nalion as cartels, and to be guaranteed as such by ihe 
Spanish Governnent from capture on the voyage. 

" Sd, Provisions, &c. will be furnished for the pas* 
sage of the English troops, according to the usual custom 
in like cases. - 

*' 4th, Such wounded of the British troops as cannot 
he removed on board of ships shall remain in the hospi« 
tftls at fiuenos Ayres, either under charge of Spanish or 
British surgeons, «t the option of the British General, 
and ahaJl be furnished with every thing necessary, and 
on their recovery «ei)t to Great Britain. 

*' 5lh, The property of all English subjects in Buenos 
Ay res to be respected. 

*' (Signed) W. C. Berespoed. 

" Santiago CoNsiDiDoLiNiERs/' 

<< Beiurn of the kiiled, tixntnded^ and missing of the troops 

under the command of Major-General Berfsford^fron^ 

the IQtk to the l^h (/ Avgust^ i&o6, at Bucno$ 

Ayres. 

** Royal Engtneera-^l Captain killed. 

" Royal ArtUIery-^1 Captain, I Lieutefiant wounded; 
3 rank and file killed, ± wounded, * 

** St. Helena Artillery*— I serjeaot wounded, 9 rank 
and file killed, IS wounded. ^ 

f* Driver— 1 rank and £le wounded. 

'* Sewenty-'first Regiment—.! Lieutenant killed; I 
Colonel, 1 Lieutenani, 2 Ensigns wounded; 1- Serjeant 
killed, 5 wounded, i missing, i druanner killed, ^ 
rank and file killed, 67 wounded. 

** Royal Marir)e8-*-l Captain and 1 Serjeant woundr 
ed ; 6 rank and file killed, 5 wounded, 8 missing. 

t 
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" Si. Helena Regiro^nl— 1 Lieutenant ^^o•J 
I ^erje^nt ki|Ied« 1 raok and. file kilJ^d^ 4 woundc; 
] missing. Generf^l tatal, lA-^. 

" N. B. Five men of the 7 1st, 3 arllllorymcn, I royal 
maripe, l St. Helena Regiment— iO deau, s:ik:o going 
lo the hospital. 

" Officers killed- -Capta-in -Rennet, Roy^l Engineers, 
Lieutenant W. Mitchell, 71st Regiment. , 

" Officers wamaded— Captain Mackenzie, R. M. 
Lieutenant Sampson, S^. Helena regimeut. Captain 
Qgiiojc, Roy^I Artillery. Lieutenant M Donald, ditto* 
Lieutenant CqloD<?| Pa<pk# '^Ist regiment. Lieutenant 
Murra/i ditto, £nsign Caurel, ditto. Ensign Lucas, 
.ditlQ (since dead). 

" (Signed) A^^X* Forjibs, B. Major.'* 

*^ Statement of Property captured at Buenos Ay res, hut 
not removed; und tvas recaptured on the i2th of 
August* 

" Dollai-3. 

" Goods ofthe Phillippine Company 100,000 

« Debts due to ditto 1,011,547 

If ^90 Arob. B. Tobacco (at 6 dollars, sold for 14) 24,000 

*' gOQ ditto Parly ditto , 19,000 

'" $0,000 Reams of Paper (2 dollars) 100,000 

" Playing Cards , 50,000 

" 3000 Quintals of Quicksilver (40 dollars) 200,000 

" 40,000 lbs. Spanish SaXiff (2 dollars); 80,000 

*< 20,000ibs. Ravan* ditto (2 dollars) 40,000 

'' 37^500 lbs. Bark (If dollar) 56,250 

1,673,797 
" Vessels and Floating Property 1,500,000 

3,173,797 
VOL. ri. ■ 
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*' JN^o^tf.— No valuation is made in this statement of 
the timber* treasure in the treasury* powder in the ma* 
g^zine, and of armoury and ordnance stores/' 

The enemy confessed to have lost about 700 killed 
and wounded* in the short conflict in the streets; and 
if it had not been for the inhabitants* it was thought, 
that the Spanish troops would have been completely de- 
feated* although seven times the number of the British 
forces. It was supposed that Pueridon, and the other 
principal people engaged in this plot, had collected from 
eight to ten thousand men in the country ; that Liniers 
brought Gfver from eight hundred to a thousand ;' and 
that the town furnished* though armed in various ways, 
about ten thousand* under the secret anangement of 
the magistrates* 

When every vessel that could escape from Buenos 
Ayres had joined* Sir Home Popham proceeded ie^ 
wards Ensenada* to retire the detachment of marines ; 
and Lieutenant Groves of the Diadem* was obliged to 
quit the Belem schooner* as she would not work out. 
One gun-boat and a settee* a prize* were also left- in 
the harbour* with the Jusiina* a small English merchant 
ship that had followed the expedition from St. Helena. 
Captain Thomson* ot the Neptune* who was in the 
Castle* was made a prisoner, and Lieutenant Burgh* of 
the Raisonable* with Mr. Ramsay* a midshipman* and 
seven men* who were in the settee* as her boats could 
not hold them. Lieutenant Herrick* in the Dolores, 
the other armed schooner* worked out in a manner 
which* coupled wilh his conduct on the whole of this 
business* did him great credit. On the 1 3th* in the 
morning, the detachment of marines, under the com* 
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mand of Ueufenani Swale, was embarked from Ensena- 
ddj and his two Spanish field pieces spiked and thrown 
into the river* On the 1 4>th Sir Home Popham sailed 
for an anchorage in the river de la Plata, where he ar- 
rived the following day, and immediately addressed the 
governor of Monte Video on the subjeet of our troopit. 
On the 1 6ih, in consequence of receiving by Colonel 
Liniers' aid-de*camp, a letter from Gen. £eresford» he 
dispatched two of the transports to Buenos Ay res, where 
one arrived on the 17 th, but from the prevarication of 
the governor of Monte Video in the first instance, and 
his subsequent dishonourable conduct, no troops were 
for a long time embarked. 

Lieutenant Colonel Backhouse, who had been dis- 
patched from England with reinforcements, arrived off 
Monte Video, in the early part of October, where he 
had the mortification to find, that the settlement of 
Buenos Ay res had been recaptured, and that General 
Buresford and his army had been iThade prisoners of 
war. He immediately reconnoitred, from one of tke 
frigates, which C4rried him sufficiently close inshore for 
the purpose, the works of the place, and the positions 
and defences in the vicinity of Monte Video, from which 
he formed, as the most eligible mode of attack, the idea 
of being able to carry the town and ciiadel by assault, 
on the south face edging on the water, in cu-operaliou 
with the ships of the squadron, under Sir Home Fop- 
ham, which were to silence the batteries on that face, 
so as to enable our troops to land and enter. The at- 
tempt was accordingly commenced, on the 28lh, by the 
navy ; but the water proving too shallow to admit of 
the ships coming sufiliciently near to cannonade it with 
effect, a further effort was necessarily given up. 

B 2 



Sir Hom^ Popham no^ propositi to CoKMel ^nck* 
house to take Maldonado, an excellent hai1>6in'« where 
the fleet could water, and g^t bullocks, . whkrh had be* 
come very necessary to recruit our tnen. Sir Hdfne Po|)- 
h:im himself, would have attempted (he toaplure of Mai- 
donado, earlier in the wititef, had not the marines been left 
tit Buenos Ay res. The taioment that he had satisfied 
Brigadier General Backhou^ of the expediency of th^ 
the caea<;ure, no time was lost in robving part of the 38th 
legiment to the Leda and Medusa, wheti they accom* 
panied the Diadem to Maldonado harbour. The fri« 
gates anchored about five o'clock In the evenittg ofOc* 
tober 29lh, to the westward of ihe westernmost bslttery* 
Tlie beach was smooth, and at sijc the troops from the 
Diadem assembled alongside the Leda, and a landing 
was ironiedialely effected, Without a hy opposition; but, 
as Sir Hoinie Pophatti thodglit it pbissible that the etiem^ 
might have a greater force than he shewed on the hills, 
and as the nearest transport was yet at some distance 
from the roads, he ordered the marines of the Medusa, 
and a company of blue's ftdta eacli ship, to be landed, 
to support the army, who entered, and took possession 
of Ihe village of Maldonado before eight o'clock. On the 
morning of the 20lh, he sent the following sumhions 
lo the Governor of the fortified island of Gorreti, which 
forms this harbour : — 

" His Brit annic Majesty* s Ship Diadem^ "' 
*' Rio de hi Plata, Oct. 30, 1 806. 
«« Sir,— His Britannic Majesty's forces are in posses- 
sion of Maldonado, and with a view to save time, as 
the General is on shore, I summon you to surrender ihe 
Island of Gorreti. Any opposition on your part (osach 
a foice as is now in this bay must be fruitless, aod if y<>tt 
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do not allow the officer who is charged with this tetter 
to hoist his Majesty's colours at the Fort, and trust to 
the known liberality of the British nation, you will have 
to answer for all the serious and inevitable consequences 
of an attack, whenever the General and myself think it 
expedient to make one. 

"(Signed) Home Popham.*' 

*' To the Commandant of the Island of Gorreli/* 

The Spanish Governor, De Lerge, refused to sur- 
render at discretion ; in consequence of which, jSir 
Home Popham again wrote as follows :•>- (Commission- 
ing Lieutenant Wiseman, who was employed upon the 
service, to make the verbal assurance, that he would not 
hold any farther communications with him, until his Ma- 
jesty's colours, which he sent for that purpose, should 
be hoisted on the Fort.) 

•* His Majesty's Ship Diadem , 
Rio de la Plata, Oct, 30, 1 806. 

" Sir,— The Island must surrender immediately. The 
British nation always treats its prisoners with honour 
and libeiality. Private property is held sacred by 
British officers. The Spanish officers and men at Gor* 
reli, shall immediately join the prisoners already taken. 

"(Signed) Home Popham." 

^* To the Commandant of the Island of Gorreti.*' 

Sir Home i opham's proposal was now acceded to, 
and the Spanish prisoners were immediately embarked, 
consisting of one captain, two lieulenant^y one ensign^ 
and one hundred and (bur men. 

Correii, it may be proper to remark, is a verj strong 
position, defended by twenty twenty-four pounders, m 

b3 
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four batteries, so placed as (o command the roadstead, 
the eastern passage between it, and tbe peninsula; and 
theonl)' two praciical beaches for landing. The troops 
were disembarked as they arrived, and the transports 
were ordered to be watered as fast as possible, and held 
in readiness for any other service. Twenty-four pieces 
of artillery, a considerable quantify of ammunition, two 
hundred stand of arms, and several articles of minor con- 
sideration, fell into the hands of the captors at this 
place. 

The capture of Mdnte Vrdeb succeeded - that of Mal- 
donado, at the commencement of the succeeding year ; 
a circumstance from which the most sanguine expecfa<* 
tions were entertained ; but, as will hereafter appear, 
the new conquest proved of no real utility. 

Several events, of considerable interest, occurred in 
the Indian seas, in the course of the year 1806. 
Amongst others, as affording much room for conversa* 
tion, was the capture of the Honourable Company's 
ship, Warren Hastings, on the !2Ist of June, in latitude 
20** 13' south, longitude about 56^ 46' of Greenwich, 
by La Piedmontaise, TFrench frigate, of forty-six guns, 
and three hundred and eighty-five men. The Warrien 
Hastings was not surrendered, till after a warm and ex- 
tremely close action of four houfs and a half, in which 
she had seven men killed and eighteen wounded. From 
the uncomm( n interest which this aciion excited, in 
consequ< nee of the alroiious conduct of Moreau, the 
firsl lieuienant of La Piedmontaise, who afurwards ex- 
piated his crinies, by a death worthy of his life, ills ex- 
pedient to give the following detail, from Captain Lar- 
kius's official account, addressed to the Governor of 
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St. ttefena. It is dated frorti tfta't t>dSrt, 6h board IhiJ 
America, mi Ihe 13th Se()te»l^, 1*80^.'- 

" At liaif-past seven A. M. on the 2lst JUne, 1S06, 
w« discerned a strange sail to the S. W. sending tb thie 
S. E. apparently a Idng, but isi lo^ vessel, under treble^ 
reefed topsails and course?. I continued my course, 
making as much Sail as tlie wihd wolifd pertnit ofitiy cat- 
rying, steer mg al fha'l lime W. by S. wiVh a very :*trowg 
breeze ffotn N. £. by £. a'h'd ^ V^rg^ ^ea on. Abotrt 
nine A. 'M. baving gained our cfu'a'rter, she tacked and 
stood towards u^, letting out the reefs ofber topjiai!s. I 
lost no time in clearing the ship ifor aclioh, *arfd placittg 
every thing in a proper state for defence, ^bout half 
past nine A.*Mc she set her top-galfahl sails, m'ain and 
fore-lop-mast steering sails, though apparently gaining 
, on us before, and at ten A. M. shewed a blue ensign 
and pendant. I did not like her manner of manoeuvring, 
being sensible that an lETn'glish man of war would not 
have acted as she did : however, I hoisted my coldurs 
and made ibe private signal. At eleven A. M. finding 
she was gaining upon us fast, I foole iti all the steering 
sails, stay-sails, and hauled the main-sail up, that I niight 
have nolhing to draw the adenfioh of my crew from 
their quarters, save ihe princfpal sails for m'arojuvring, 
and hauled up a point to the wind. Having made eVery 
internal disposition for defending the ship, roVe pre* 
venter braces, and stopped the fop- sail sheets ; at half- 
past eleven I hauled down the p'rivn'te signal, it not 
having' been answered, and placed every soul at their 
respective stations, to await the commg up Of the ^neiny 
(for it now could no longer remain a matter of d»)ubf), 
which she was doing very fast. At noon she \^as with- 
in aboirt a mile and a half of iis, when ^h^ took tn her 
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top-mast steering sails, slay-sailii, and main-sail, and 
having neared us to a mile, hauled down iUe blue-en- 
sign, and hoisted French coIour«i : this was what w^ 
expected, and were prepared and ready to meet and re- 
turn her fire. About twenty minutes past noon, she 
opened her fire upon our larboard quarter, with a very 
heavy round, mc St exceeding large grape, which we re- 
turned, as soon as our guns could bear, pretty warmly, 
and after about a quarter of an hour's engagement, she 
^lled.and went a-head, seemingly astonished at her re- 
ception. In this we received some damage in our 
flagging, which we turned to and repaired as well as we 
could. After she had reached about a mile and a half 
B-head, she tacked and came down on Us again, while 
we were at the guns to receive her as before. This on- 
set was extremely warm and brisk, and attended with 
loss on our side of killed and wounded ; and so near 
were the two ships, that I was very apprehensive of our 
locking yard arms ; again she steered off, and made sail 
astern. Our damage was great : the foremast was 
shot clear through about one third from its head : every 
larboard, and four of the starboard fore shrouds cut : 
fore-top*saiI tye gone, and mizep-top-sail haulyards, main 
and main-top-sail braces main spring stay and top masf« 
shot away : our ensign was likewise cut away, but very 
soon displayed again aithemain-top-gallant-masl head. .' 
*• Scarcely had we time to stopper the shrouds, and 

• 

reeve preventer braces, before our attention was again 
called to receive her third attack, she having put about 
in our wake^ and was nearly up. This attack was as 
warm and as near almost as any, and continued rather 
longer than the former ; but as before she shot a-head« 
indicating most evidently that she could not lay along- 

t 
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side us, though to aW 'appeBrancc a heavy vessel. We 
now dideayoured lo repair our damage as <veH a$ titat 
wodd permit : I furled the top-gallantHtaifs, and hauled 
the foresail up, for the fonetnast had received another 
shot in its aft side, about one third up which now reti- 
defed the state olf that inast extreinely dangerous, and 
which obh'ged me likewise to kieep the fore*top-9Ait oM 
the cap, dreading to make sail upon tlie IfiAst, from the 
freshness of the breeze and thelieiglrtofthe sea. Hard* 
ly had we got the yard tackles down a^ preventer braces^ 
before we were again called upon, by her near approach^ 
(she havitig Msan^euvred ^-head as before) to repel her 
fourth attuck. 

" We gavt her the first gUn this tihie, ahd the aettei 
became, 6n both sides, exfremely warib, tihd seemtofgfy 
iVith rrtcreased fury ; but,b^ sh^ )iad 6otib ^^tb^ itm 
made fast astern, having endeavoured to lay aIong<»9klii 
four tinies, without being able to accomplish her end, I 
had now only the main- top -sail standing untouched, atid 
defying their worst, but otherwise a compjet'e wredc 
aloft. The Hiaiti-hia^t shot through, the main-piece very 
badly; Hiizerl-top-sail rfp'Iit in two; nearly all the fore* 
rigging. again cut ; but, thaiik "God ! beloW we were w 
firm and as ^iealoiis ih tti^' cause as at the firing of this 
first gun, having nothing to lainent, save the vfery great 
superiority of the dnelhy^ ship's sailing, which 'Enabled 
her to take her position to adirkrifage, and attack us i'M 
what point she plea.<;ea; foJ^- as yet we had not the 
smallest idea of giving her any bfhet* superiority. 

«' We had now lb receive the enemy the fifth titne; 
with the main and fore mast dangerously wounded, every 
larboard, and four of the starboard fore shrouds cut, with 
some of (he main Ones ; Aol a 6ingte brace rove; thi 
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}'ards being kept forwmrd with the force of the wind, 
with scarcely a running rope whole, and with (wo of 
my upper deck guns disabled. Still so completely 
wrecked aloft« I looked to the energy remaining below, 
as the palladium of our safety. Th true, we had been 
weakened by five men killed, and about as many 
wounded; yet so noble, so enthusiastic a spirit per- 
vaded the crew, th^t I thought little of (he loss or da- 
mage sustained. In^this state, and under these circum- 
stances/ we received her fifth attack, and on both sides 
it was more furious than before, and the firing kept up 
almost incessant. Seeing, as I suppose ihey must have 
done, that I could do nothing but keep the wind with 
Uie sail I'had setj^ (only the main top sail) they backed 
on my larboard quarter, and kept there, without my be- 
ing able to prevent her taking so advantageous a po- 
sition. 

" Here she made great havock and destruction ; the 
mizep^maft, before unhurt, was shot through about ten 
feet from the deck in three places, wilhin six inches of 
each other, and I perceived, that the fate of that mast 
was very so(»n to fall, as it suffered greatly ; the driver- 
boom was knocked into splinters ; all the coops on the 
poop were shattered ; only one man remaining al the 
poop carronade; the afier quarter-deck-gun, and fbre* 
mast pne, cleared to one man also. However, with our 
every disadvantage, damage, and loss of men, (for every 
man from so comparatively small a number is missed on 
these occasions anc) we had by this time seven men 
killed, and about ten wounded), I had not the most 
distant idea of giving up so valuable a ship, while the 
smaller possible chance remained of defending her. 
But another disaster awaited us, which decided the fate 
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oftheday^lhe mizen- mast fell forward, and blocked 
up €\ery effective gun on (be upper deck. The gun- 
room was on fire from a shot tbat^ had entered by the 
counter, but which was at length put out by the exer* 
tfons of my officers and men : my surgeon had lost eifery 
instrument by a shot that came inlo the place where he 
was amputating and dressing the wounded: the nail 
of the tiller-rope on the barrel of ihe wheel drew, and 
the main and main-top-sail yard came square, by the 
fisill of (hemizen-inasf. Thus circumstanced, I foresaw 
that we had no alternative but to strike; and^ with Uie 
the consent of my officers, I gave up what remained of 
the Warren Hastings and her noble crew, which took 
place about fifty minutes past four P. M. having been 
engaged nearly yard-arm and yard*arm above two- thirds 
of the time, from twenty minutes past noon, until ten 
minutes before five, P. M. 

/' I feel it a duty extremely incumbent on me, to 
mention the firm and steady support I received from the 
officers, with whom I had the honour of defending the 
ship; nor could more zeal or true courage have been 
displayed, than what animated the gallant crew under 
my command. It will be a reflection attended with the 
most heartfelt satisfaction to me, that every department 
was filled with its utmost energy . The exertions, visi* 
ble on this occasion, to defend the Honourable Com- 
pany's property io that point of contention, when de- 
fence would have been bo longer practicable nor jufli- 
fiable, will, I trust, be a sufficient recommendation of 
the merits of the officers and ship's company, of the late 
Honourable Company's ship Warren Hastings, to the 
Honourable Court of Directors. And although the 
issue of the. engagement was unfortunate, still when the 
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very inferior forc^e to wkrcb we wera opposed, added Co 
other niBteriai Bdvantage.s on Itte side of the enemy» 
are tak*jn into consideratich, it will, I hope, appear very 
evident, that they did as much as n[>en could do under 
limilar circumstances. The following is a return of the 
killed, wounded, and slabbed, in the action:-** 

Killed, — Mr. John Edwick, purser; WHJiam Miller, 
ordinary seaman; John Frost, seaman; John White, 
ordinary searnan ^ PhalhaoD Layboume, seaman ; Wit* 
liam Priee, ordinary seaman; John Miles, ordinary sea- 
man. • 

Stabbed after posseision «?«* /aiten.— 'Captain Thomas 
Larkins, commander; Mr. John Wood, second officer; 
Jfohn Barnes, surgeon; James Bayton, midshipman ; 
John Be!l, boatswain's second mate. 

Wounded.-^yir. James Coxw.eH, chief officer, sTigbtly ; 
Mr. Edward Davies, third officer; Mr. William Hope> 
sixth officer; Mr. James Greville, surgeon's mate, 
broken jaw; John Hoburg, boatswain's first mate, vety 
badly; Frederick Christiana, seaman; David Scott, 
captain's cook ; Joseph Antonio, ordinary seaman; John 
Mackay, seaman, badly; Charles Williams, ordinary 
seaman, slightly; Lewis Perraw, seaman; Henry 
Churchill, baker; Gdorge Miller, seaman.*— John 
Hoburg is since dead of his wounds. 

" However, I am happy to say, tliat the other wound* 
ed, and those who were stabbed, are perfectly well. 
The following is the force of the Frencih frigate. La Pied- 
montaise : — 

** On her main decic, — Twenty-eight long French 

18- pounders. On her upper deck. — Ten carronades, . 

French 36-pounders ; four long English 9-pounders; 
two long brass French 8-pounders ; two mortars, cft^ 
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pable <>f ihrowing grape and canisler-sbot o( Prcncb 
36 lb. weighf. 

" In her lops were fifiy men wilh swivefs and rifles, 
by ;ivtiich It will appear that she is a very heavy frigate, 
and Is quite new, having sailed from S(. Maloes in 
January last, and had only been out from the Isle ot' 
France ten days when she fell in vi'iih the Warren 
Hastings; from what 1 was able to learn^ I suppose 
her to have had about twelve men killed> and twenty 
wounded. 

" VVe'arrived at the Mauritius on the 4th of July last, 
and obtained permission to proceed to England by a 
neutral vessel, via America. With my -officers and 
.fDidshipmenr we embarked on board the American ship, 
America, Captain Isaac Slone, on the 6th of August. 
Hoping to find some conveyance direct to England, we 
called into St. Helena^ and tru<;t, should you have it in 
your power to forward us, that you will exert it in our 
favour, being extremely anxious to lay the unfortunate 
news before the Honourable the Court of Directors," 

The brutal and unprecedented conduct of Lieutenant 
Moreau and his followers, in stabbing the. officers of 
the Warren Hastings, after her surrender, was^)uUicIy 
slated at St. Helena, and in India, by affidavits from 
Capt, Larkins and his followers ; and, if we mist;ike not, 
it was given out by Sir Edward Pellew, the commander 
in chief on the India station, in general orders, that 
should the sanguinary monster be taken, no quarter 
would be shewn to him. The affidavits alluded to, 
caHed forth a defence, or rather an attempt at justificc- 
tion, on the part of Moreau ; which, that we may not 
break the thread of the narrative, we shall here in«ert. 
It first apppeared, by the request of Moreau, in The hlc 

VOL. VI. c 
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ofFranct Gazette, from which it was copied into most 

of the India papers. It is as folbws :-^ 

"Always at sea since the capture of the Warren 

Hastings, I was ignorant of the calamDies of Captain 

Larkiiis. I now answer them. 

** The Warren Hastingf^ afler an action of three 
liours and a half, had just struck her colours. I received 
orders to go on i)oard« The yawl over the stem having 
a sliot through her» they were getting ready the olher 
boats, and on which every body (Ang. all hands) were 
employed. At this juncture, the Warren Hastings bore 
up, which 'we perceived when too late; as the jibstay 
and halliards were shot away, we got on board the 
fore-tack, but the frigate had not time to fall off, and 
we fell on board broadside to broadside. Indignation 
wa5, at 6rst, at its highest pilch ; the captain of the fri- 
gate ordered her to be boarded ; one De Gagues, a 
quarter*master, jumped on board first ; I followed him ; 
the English appeared armed ; they were repulsed.* 

** We ail looked after the Captain. I found him the 
first, and struck him with- a dagger. I was at that 
lime surrounded by my people, who all wished to pu- 
nish him as he deserved. I therefore ask who saved 
him, if it was iiot I ? I ordered bim to be taken on 
board the frigate, where the captain being irritated^ 
shewed great displeasure, and Captain Larkins expe- 
rienced the same reception, arising from the same sentt* 



* AiDdngst those that presented tlieroselves to repuJse us, there 
was a midshipman, who threw biiDself doiyn on the gun-deck of 
the VVarccn UastingSj aAer having struck me with a cutlass, but 
luckily with the flat.paft; they- all swore at St. Helena that I 
wounded him. 
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meiits, from everj une ; but afterwards, when all were . 
cool, they regarded him as a tuf&rer, and all was^ fof* 
get. The capiata of (he firigate lodged him in his own 
cabin, and in five days he was cared of his wound. 

" BehoU, Mr. Larking notwiihstanding jour.aflida# 
vitrand those of your officers, how things hav^j^ne 
to |>ass, and how you have represented them ! — If, con<* 
trary to the laws of ;Wac and honour, you had not ran 
foul of the friffXe, and when your colours were struck, 
if yoar me* had not demonstrated an intention (o fight,, 
the Warren Hastings would not have t>een taken a se* 
cond lime, and I should not have wounded you.* 

*' You fell O9H[)0ard us purposely, and thus I prove it : ; 
^ when X boarded the Warren Hastings your helm- 
was hard up, and we were to leeward ; your rudder, 
tiller, and tiller ropes,, were in good order, and I shiited 
the helm myself ^ >our intention, therefore, was to run- 
foul of us. Mr. Toutssant, one of your oflkers, has said 
in the presence of the officers of ibe-frigate, and ofyoor 
own officers, that in the moment of being boarded, he 
encouraged the people to recommence the action ; and . 
I ask you, sir, who gave him the authority 9 Still farlher, 
ypur officers, when at the Grand Kiytr, on the Isle of 
France, have had the impudence to as<;erl, that il;e 
Warren Hastings ran on board U!< (o dismast us; your 
officers and boatswain said. the same, vihen on board th^ 
Warren Hast ing^,. and that it was }0ur interest to do it. , 
Exclusive of your having run us on board, whai dainagc} 



* Air. Wood« who atty* he was wounded too, had only received 
a blow with a hand*spike, or a stick, from a spiivr, ^rc^use Lc 
made a shew of aoc delivering his arms. 






SB TkE BRITISII TKII>E1IT; 

had w6 suslained by your fire, so sharply and to weli 
k-ept up, by your own accounts f The Warren Hast- 
ings was nearly dhmasted, and in a bad condition; the 
^ Piedmontalse had only jib-stay and ihe jib-halliard, two 

i'flre-shrouds, and a pari of the fore-lop-masl backstays 
shot away ; and abaft, the damages were as insignificant. 
Allow, Sir Company's captain, that there is a gfreat dif- 
feren/cc between a man of war and a merchantman. 
^ ** I have been seeking for reasons whioh could have 

induced you to calumniate me in such an infamous wan- 
nex. I have been able (o adduce no other than such as : 
* are connected w iih the sen timentdf placing money above • 

; . every (hing« You had much private trade on board the 

Warren Hastings ; by the capture of the ship you would 
have been a great loser; you' therefore wanted a |>ecu- 
niary indemnificaVion— you h^ve- probably obtained it 
by making yourself an object of that compassion which 
every one has for anfortunate courage. Yes, sir, yonr 
calumnies were a speculation — you have slandered me 
mferely for money ; for otherwise you would have^ 
spoken oiit sooner, and particularly to General Decaen. 
Your being a prisoner was a great claim for receiving' 
judicial redress: you did not complain— because I was. 
present, and could have immediately proved the falsity 
of your accusation, and then the Captain^ General would 
\ not have had the goodness io allow you to depart so 

' soon. Do not pfbtend that a motive of generosity pre- 

vented you from accusing me for fear of its ruining me; 
for why did you do it afterward^ ? Dare you to call your- 
self generous ? you have accused me in the face of B|an- 
kind as an assassin, when you knew my reply could not 
be made till a twelvemonth after your accusation. 1 tell 
you, Mr. Larkins, with bitterness, that the whole of your 
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opnduct is well worlby one who, under the ^hell^r of the 
eipUan, made his crew fight, but could only htm^lf 
find tears lo deplore a reverse of fortune* at a time when 
be ought to have displayed a diffei eni character.^ It is. 
possible, sir, that you will add something more to your ca- 
lumnies, which you may be assured I shall not answer. 
You have been paid without doubt->-Iet me alone. 

'* As Captain Larkins has inseited his calumnies in all 
the papers in India, and as the naval commander-in chief, 
in India has inserted them in general orders, my friends 
have desired me to prove the injustice of thi< proceeding; 
Ihave, with the greatest reluctance, yielded to tlicir de« 
9ire5, feeling that it did not suit me to entertain the pub*^ 
lie about myself, not having, done any thing remarkable; 
and particularly as it appeared to be a mj^asure which 
the English mi;;ht construe into a justification;"' 

In consequence ofthc above, one of theoificers ofIHe* 
Warren Hastings addressed* the following letter to the 
editor ofTkeCaicuitaTei^grapik, from whicit journal it is 
here copied :— 

** Sir,— Having served with Captain Larkins of the' 
Honourable Company's ship Warren Hastings, as third 
lofficer,. during that sliip'*s unfortunate voyage, and re*' 
coUecting every circumstance that occurred during and 
subsequent to the action with the Piedinontaise, I' re* 
quest you will do me the favour to insert^ in your next,* 
the anderroentioned. facts, in opposition to the vile and; 

inj , „ , , : , ,i'.JJ J' ■ , i I u. • - ■■■7 . 

■ • 

* Mr Llrkini alWftyifUtt«ie4 liiiDtflf that we sbonld be takcii^. 
off th^lsle of France; wneji tie foondthat wc wp^e at aochor iU; 
tbe Crend Port* be said to the Citromandnnt. •'* It l^ done now ;' 
yes, al^ wi-U do&e';'*--ibeD be began ti cfy li^ a cbikl, ' * 

c 3 
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false assertions of Charles Moreau, as extracted from the 
Iste of France GaKette, in j^our paper of ihe 2^th instant. 
Captain Larklns' statement of fads kas already shewn 
to the world the character of Moreau, and very justly 
and accorately has Captain Larkins described that mon« 
tier's conduct. I wish, for the honour of the situation 

4 

be is placed In, 1 could mention him in softer language* 
but his atrocious conduct towards a defenceless and gal- 
lant person, mu.<;t, in my opinion, prove him actuated 
by those principles which are inimical to humanity. 

'* Moreau, in the first place states, he sought Captain 
Larkins : he and his followers could have had but a 
trifling search, as I know Captain Larkins stood on the 
quarter deck, from whence the intoxicated gang drove 
l^im to his cabin, as stated by Captain Larkins. Mo- 
reau's system of saving a defenceless person is entirely 
new ; his poniard was not used on board the captured 
ship for the purpose of saving; if his intoxicated fol- 
lowers had not possessed more discretion than himself, 
more crimes would have been committed. 

*« Moreau says the tiller and ropes were fn good or- 
der— granted ; but the nail, which confined the rope to 
the barrel of the wheel, had been, by some accident, 
drawn ; the wheel he may have shifted, but the helm 
remained useless. 

*' As to running on board the frigate, subsequent to 
the action, no such thing, I can with confidence assert,' 
was intended ; this for a time served Moreau as a cloak 
for his atrocious conduct, to a defenceless, and (J can, 
with saiety to my own conscience as a Christian, declare 
him) an inoffensive man. I likewise declare, that no one 
belong4ng to the Warren Hastings appeared with arms 
subieqaent to the colom of ibe ship being struck, con- 
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fteqaently Mr. Moreau had no one to subdue a second 
time, as he pretends. Mr. Toaissaint never had the 
least idea of encouraging the men (0 comnience the 
action, as stated bj Moreau ; and I declare, when con» 
ined with him on board, and in the Grand River [>ri« 
son, neither he, nor any other of Captain Larkins' offi« 
cers, ottered a syllable in respect to any intention of 
running the ship down. The boatswain has deckred 
to Mr. firistow, late gunner of the Warrcfn Hatting!^ 
and to the whole of his fellow-prisoners, that he never 
spoke a single sentence to the purport stated in Moreau's 
faUe allegations; and to add another contradiction to 
Moreau's aspersions, no midshipman ever lifted a sabre 
near him ; and I again declare that Mr. Bri^tow, mid^ 
shipman, was poniarded through the hand and arnv 
while in the act of getting some clean linen firom bis 
trunks after the action, and this was done by Morean's 
orders; and Mr. Hood was likewise pbniarded through 
the arm ; the French surgeon who visited the prison 
dressed the wound. I well recollect, that when Cap- 
tain Larkins surrendered the ship, that I and the other 
officers followed his example, by taking o/f our side»^ 
arms ; neither did any one afterwards dispute the pos* 
sesKion of them. If Mr. Moreau will allow Mr. Diitart, 
Che master of the Piedmontaise, to explain to him the 
manner in which th^ ships came in contact with each 
other, Mr. Moreau will find il does very little credit to 
his abilities as a seaman. It was in Mr. Moreau'a 
power to have prevented the accid<ent, had he attended 
to the frigate; this Mr. Dutart ha-t declared to me. 
But the|man who glories in a falsehood, is naturally loaf 
to all sen^e of sham^, and is pleased with bis own alro« 
doascoaditct ; andevetf wbeniuftfcoa^uct is^decled/ 
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i( may scarce cos( him a single blush : luch m dispoiiUoo 
do I consider Mr. C. Moreau lo (>osse8s« 

" in Mr. Moreau's own %vords> '* he may see how 
things have come to pass ;** and I solemnly declare 
ivliat I have staled above lo be just; and Mr. Bristow^ 
who has arrived here in the HoIstein« from the Grand . 
River prison, lile of France, and knows the circum* 
stances to be as ^bove stated, will, with myself, at any 
time make affidavit to them. 

" Calcutta, 3l»t December, 1807. 

G. Dt" 

Sir Ekiward Pellew's squadron was exceedmgly suc- 
cessful, in the number of captures which it made, in the 
year 1806. In July, the Greyhound, Captain £Iphin«. 
stone, in company wi4h the . Harrier sloop. Captain 
Troubridge, were particularly active* On the 4ih of 
that month, after destroying, under the fort of Mannado„ 
the Dutch Compan/s brig, Christian Elrzabeth, armed 
with, eight guns,.and having a complement ofetghty men, . 
Ihey stood across the Maluccasea to the island ofTidon,. 
when they capturedr on the 6(h, another of the enemy's 
crurzers, called the Belgica, armed with twelve gpns,, 
and^jpsanned with ihirty^two men; from thence, pro* 
cedH^ to the westward, on thceveningof the ^Sth of 
Xuly, four sail of ships were descried passing through 
Ihe Streigbts of Salayer:r immediate chace was giveaio 
them ;. and,^ by nine, they hac). the satisfaction of seeinf^r 
them lying to, between, tlie small Dutch ports of Bpn*, 
theanand Balacomba, at abcMit seven miles diiitaoce ,^om. 
Ihe: shore* Captain Elphinstone easily^ made out one 
of. them- to be a frigate, and another a^ corvette ;. but a 
third bad -so m«c^|||k>ppeacaDce of a lii|e of baliln; 



ship, that both Captain TroQbri<lge.and Caplatil Elphin^ 
stone deened it prudent to wait till .d»y li^bt before 
they examined them. They accordingly tisy lo during 
Ihe night, at two miles diiitance to windward. A< th^ 
day broke, they had the pleasure of finding the shipy 
which had forced them oo cautionary measures, was^d 
Uirg« two*d€cked ship, resembling an English Indian 

man* > t •• 

_ . . ■> ' ■ f 

The enemy (for they proved to be a Dutch squadron^ 
immediately drew out in order of battle, on lite larboard 
tack, under their topsaiU"; the frigate taking her station 
in the van, an armed ship a&ta*n of her« the large shi|> 
in the centre, and the corvette in the rear. Focliinateiy 
the frigate, by fore-reaching upon her secoDd astern^ 
caused a small opening in their line. It was suggested 
to Captain Blphinstone, by Mr. Martin, that if he could 
clo$« with the enemy whilst in that position, bis attack 
anight be made to advantage; accordingly, uniler French 
colours the Greyhound.bore up, as if with an intention .^ 
speak the frigate; and when within hail, all further dis* 
guise being unnecessary, she shifted the colours an<l 
commenced firing, whidh was instantly returned with at 
smartness and spirit that evinced they were fully pre<^ 
pared for the contest. The Harrier, who bad kept close 
astern of the Greyhound, on seeing her engaged, bore 
roond up, and passed between the frigate and her aa* 
cond astern, raked them bath (the latter with such 
eflTect) that they bore up in succession lo return her 
ire» thus leaving the frigate separated from them. 
Being resolved to avail himself of this advantage, and 
being anxious to be in a position for supporting the 
Harrier, now engagt^d in the centre of the enemy's line 
Captain Trbubridge wore clos^ round th^ frigate's 
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hows» rakmg her severely while pasting ; and when Ml 
the starboard b<Hv^ by throwing hi^i nils a-back, he (M 
into ihe desired position. The cannonade from the 
Greyhound was now admirable, while that of the fri-* 
gale visibly slackebed; and at last, aHer an action of* 
ibrty minutes, wholly ceased. On hailing, to know if 
they had struck, they answered ibey had, and immediate 
possession was taken of her. On directing her fire on- 
the ships astern, they all followed her example, except 
the corvette^ who, from being in the rear, bad tufiered 
Kttie from Ihe action, and now made off towards the 
lAwre. Captain Troubridge immediately wore. in piir- 
futt of her, sending, at the same time, a boat to taker 
possession of Ihe large ship (whosie fire he had nearly 
•ilerxed early in the action). Perceiving the corvette 
sailed remarkably well, and that she could spread more 
canvass than the Harrier, her mast and rigging being' 
entire. Captain Elphinslone recalled the latter firom a 
chase that was likely to be fruitless. 

The prises proved to be the Dutch republtcan frigate 
Pallas, of thirty-six guns, commanded by N. S* Aalbers,. 
a captain in the Dutch navy ; the Vi<;toria, a two- 
decked ship, of 300 tons, commanded by Klaas Kenkin/ 
senior captain in the Dutch Company's service; and 
Ihe Batfavia, a ship of about 500 tons, commanded by 
William de Val, a captain in the same service ; both the 
CoAipany's ships were armed for ihe purpose of war,- 
and richly laden with the produce of the Moluccas. 
The ship which escaped was the republican corvette. 
William, mounting twenty twenty-four pounders,, and 
manned with 1 1 men. 

The following is a list of the killed and wounded on 
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lioard his Majesty's ships in (he above actioni off Ma* 

cassar :•— 

Greyhound. — I Killed, and 8 w4Minded. 

Harrier.— 5 Wounded. 

Total.— 1 Killed, and II wounded. 

Ofic€r$ slightly wounded. 
Greyhound.— James Wood, boatswain : George Ma* 
joribanks» master^s-mate ; and John Bradford, clerk. 

Li9i of ike killed and wounded on board the enemj/'s shipi: 
Pallas,— 8 Killed, and 32 wounded. (The captain^ 

pilot, and four seamen, since dead.) 
Victoiia.^-2 Killed. 
Battavia. — 2 Killed, a^d 7 wounded, (The lieutenant 

and one seaman since dead.) 
Total.™] 2 Killed, 39 wounded. 

Officers killed. 
Pallas.— Jan Hendrick Resen, boatswafn. 
Baltavia.— P. Hulsenbos, first lieutenant. 

OJkers xvounded. 
Pallas.— N.S. Aalbers, captain, since dead; W. Stander, 
second lieutenant ; £, C. Ilerson, fifth lieutenant ; 
B. Valk, pilot, since dead ; A. AndriSe, second pilot ; 
P. Vamler Wagta, third pilot ; A. Edelz, midship* 
roan ; and T. Anunuban, clerk. 
Battavia.— -F. H. Mammael, lieutenant; and Genit 
Fredericks, ditto, since dead. 

(Signed) £. ELMiNaTONB. 

The Powerful, Captain Plampin, one of Sir EHward 
Peliev/s cruizers, in company with the Rattlesnake, also 
captured, in the month of July, La Bel lone, a French 
privateer, which had been more than usually successful. 
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iolhepreient and preceding, war^ ggainst British cp^« 
tnerce, in the Indian and European seas. Caj^taio 
Plampin had prevtoildy capturol.La Henrietta^ a 
French privateer of twenty guns» from (he Mauritius ; 
and Captain Lord Ceori^e Sui9ct took L'Islede Jranc^, 
a small privateer^ also from the Mauritius. 
, in the West Indies, in the latter part of the year 
1806, several gallant actions bore testimony to the su* 
periority of British prowessi Amongst the foremost of 
these, w^s the capture of the Pomona, by the Arethus^ 
and Anson. 

At day-break, on the morning of the !?3d of August; 
Captain Brisbane, of the Arethu.^a, having recently re- 
sumed his station off the Havanna, Vvith the Anson, 
Captain Lydiard, under his orders, discovered a sail, 
which afterwards proved to be the Pomona, a Spanish 
frigate of thirly-eighf guns, from Vera Cruz. When 
Captain Brisbane first perceived her, she was within 
two miles oT the Moro Caf^tle, standing for the Havanna, 
under a press' o( sail. He immediately made the signal 
to Captain Lydiard, of his design to lay the enemy on 
board, as soon as he should come up with her; but, 
Bware of his intention, (he Pomona bare up, having been 
joined by twelve gun-boats from the Havanna, and 
anchored within pistol-shot of a castle which mounted 
sixteen thirty-six pounders, in three ^( horn and a half ' 
water. Not deterred by the formidable lin^of defence 
which was thus presented, Cnpiain Brisbane, supported . 
by the An»en on his larboard bow, anchored the Are- 
tho!« close alongside the Pomona, in only one foot more 
•water than she drew. The action immediately became 
general, and, in thhrty-five minutes, the Pomona struck 
her colours : three of the gun- boats haying beeft Uown 
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Up, six sunk, and three driven on shore on the breakers^ 
■Notwithstanding the severe fire from the castle, the 
prize was instantly taken possession of. The castle, by 
firing red-hot shot, set fire to the Arethusa; but the 
flames were speedily extinguished; and the castle 
itself, in which a quantity of specie belonging to the - 
King of Spain, had been landed from the Pomona, soon 
afterwards fell by a terrific explosion. 

In the course of the action. Captain Brisbane was 
wounded in the knee ; but though he suffered excruci- 
ating pain, he refused to quit the deck,, till victory had 
decisively proclaimed herself in favour of the British 
flag. The total loss of the Arethu<:a upon this occasion, 
amounted to two killed, and thirty-two wounded. Vice- 
admiral Dacres, in his official letter to the Admiralty, 
announcing the capture of the Pomona, justly observed, 
that " the success attending this bold enterprise, (^op- 
tain Brisbane 'wa% well entitled to, for the promptness 
and decision with which he anchored in such shoal 
water, to attack a force of such magnitude." 
« On the night of the 29th of August, Captain Dacres, 
of the Bacchante, in reconnoitring the harbour of St. 
Martha, perceived l)ing there a brig and two feluccas, 
and judging it practicable to bring them out, or at least 
destroy them, he dispatched his boats, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Norton. They arrived at the en- 
trance of the harbour at qne o'clock, and immediately 
dashed for the vessels, under a tremendous fire from the 
forts, vessels, and the shore, the beach being lined with 
field-pieces and mu<:quetry, the feluccas keeping up a 
heavy fire until the two boats were alongside; the 
crews made a short resistance, and quilted them. Not- 
withstanding such heavy fire, they succeeded in bring* 
vox,. VI. B 
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ing out Ihe brig and two feluccas, without (he loss of a 
single man; two of their vessels having their sails un* 
bent, they were obliged to he lowed out, which de- 
tained them till near four o'clock; the whole of which 
time they were under the enemy's batteries. 

The capture of the fort of Batabano, with some ship- 
ping in the harbour, by Captain Rush'worth, of the sloop 
Superieure, on the morning of the 3d of September, is 
also deserving of notice. Captain Rushworth, in com- 
pany wilh the Pike atid Flying Fish schooners, arrived 
off Point Gondas, twenty-two miles north-west from 
Batabano, where he anchored, on the second. At mid- 
night, he weighed and s4ood for Batabano, to be off that 
place before break of day, but owing to baffling winds 
k took him until day-light. He thought it expedient to 
land, which he accordingly did, with eighteen men from 
the Stork, thirty-five from the Superieure, and ten from 
the Flying Fish, to guard the boats ; but after landing 
two miles to windward of the battery, the marshy irrc-r 
gular ground impelled their march, and the enemy per- 
ceiving it, sent a party of soldiers to way-lay them in 
Ihe thick bushes ; but the most forward of Captain Rush* 
\7orth's party charged, and completely put them to the 
route, after leaving two killed and one badly wounded. 
At that period, a general alarm bad spread, that the 
militia had joined the stationary regulars in the front* 
aided by the men from the Jihipping in the h^y^ The 
retreat of the English being then cut off, they were 
obliged to rush forward to gain the fort, which was 
completely carried in three minutes; the enemy re- 
treated in all directions, after firing two guns, and a vol- 
ley of small arms, towards the path which the English 
were obliged to pass. The battery consisted of six long 
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eighleen-p.oupderii, mounted on (ravelling carriages, 
which Captain Rusliworth spiked, and ihen proceeded 
to lake possession of the vessels, which consisted of one 
felucca, pierced for fourteen guns, having one eighteen* 
.pounder and twelve blunderbusses on board; a schooner,. 
pierced for twelve ; a French privateer of four; and three 
other Spanish vessels, with one gun each; six other 
smaller, with cargoes, whicl) were saved, and the vessels 
burnt, not having sufficient men to carry ihem out. 
The loss of the enemy was considerable; but we had 
. only one man badly wounded on the occasion. 

The hurricane which took place at Dominica, in the 
autumn of this year, is thus distressingly , described, in 
the Dominica Journal, under the date of Roseau* Sep- 
tember 20th : — 

•* We again resume our journal, after an interruption 
occasioned by the confusion and Ios« sustained in th.e 
office during the late hiirricane, one of the greatest ca- 
lamities this colony has sustained within the memory pf^ 
its oldest inhabitants. To give a detail of all the parti- 
culars bf^ that unfortunate event, would be a task im- 
possible to fulfil with accuracy, until things con^noence 
to be a little more settled, and that a regular communi- 
cation with the country should be opened, the roads be- 
ing entirely destroyed*; we shall, therefore, confine our- 
selves chiefly to the giving a general idea of the whole, 

as far as the intellig:ence received from the ditlcrent 

o • i • t 

parts of the colony may enable us. , 

" On Tuesday, the pth instant, about seven o'clock 
in the evening, the sky became totally overcast, and tre- 
mendous flashes of lightning, accompanied by lie^vy 

D 2 
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pufPs of wind, presaged, to the more experienced part 
of the inhabitants, an approaching siorm ; but few ex- 
pected that it would have been sq fatal in its conse- 
quences. The wind continued increasing until ten 
o'clock, when it began to be accompanied by a roost 
dreadful fall of rain, the effect of which, accompanied 
hy a pitch-like darkness, each moment illuminated by a 
sheet of livid fire ; and the rx)aring of the wind, which 
every instant became louder, was awful enough to im- 
press a dread upon the heart of the most intrepid : soon 
after, to complete our misfoctune, the river Roseau/in- 
creased by the heavy rains, overflowed its banks, inun- 
dated the town in every direction, and then the destrac- 
ftion beeame general ; every bouse which obstructed its 
passage was thrown down, or carried away by the 
stream ; and a g;eat proportion of their unfortunate in- 
habitants perished I About ten oVIock every vessel in 
the harbour was driven from its moorings, except a smaH 
Swedish schooner, which was cast ashore under the 
Fort, a little after midnight ; and those who were driven 
out generally met with the same fate, amounting, in the 
whole, to sixteen sail of different descriptions. 

" No pen can paint the horrors of that dreadful night! 
the tremendous noise occasioned by the wind and rain— 
the roaring of the waters, altogether with the shock of 
an earthquake, which was sensibly felt about midnight — 
the shrieks of the poor sufferers crying out for assistance, 
the terror of those who in their houses heard them^ and 
dared not open a door or window to give succour, and 
who expected momently to share the same fate, formed 
a scene which can hardly be conceived, and still more 
difficult to be described. Fortunately for the iohabi- 
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tanis of the town, and indeed Tor the whole colony, the 
force of the wind and rain abated about three oVlock in 
(he morning, and near the same time the water began 
to fall ; if it had continued another hour, there is not a 
doubt b^t the town would have been entirely de^* 
Iroyed. 

The spectacle which presented itself on the return 
of daylight, was horrid beyond every power of descrip* 
tion^ heaps of mud and sand, (in some places ^ve, or sise 
fleet deep] through all parts of the town — the form 
of a streQt hardly could be discerned — two large- 
streams, or rather torrentSi running through the midst 
o^ the town-^ruins of houses blown, and others brought 
down by thjf flood, obstructing every passage— the car- 
casses of several of the unfortunate victims of this event 
drawn out frorn the ruins, and lying in the streets — while 
numbers, alnK)st distracted, were parching for some/ 
pear relation or friend, who had perished in thestorra-- 
the lai^^iitations of those who had lost soqie of theiri 
nearest and dearest connections, joined to the de<p3ir of 
those who had lost their little all,,, formed altogether sl 
scene fit to draw tears from the eyes of the most un- 
f^elingi , 

*' From the most authentic accounts which can have 
been gathered during the confusion occasioned by this 
fatal occurrence, there has been ascertained to have 
perished in the town of Roseau and its vicinity : eight 
white persons of different sexes and ages, fifty-seveo; 
Ut,^ persons of colour, and sixty-six slaves, forming ir 
total of one huirdred and thirty-one ; besides a nuraberi 
of>otheirs yet missings and several wounded; 



l>3 
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*' On Morne Bruce,* where that part'of the garrison 
stationed at Roseau is quartered, the whole of the bar- 
racks were blown down» excepting one ; three men and 
one woman killed, and one man wounded. 

" The planters have equally suffered with the inba* 
bitants of the town ; every plantation on the windward 
coast of the island, from the River Tabaric to Morne 
Paix Eouche, are almost entirely destroyed ; only three 
ihills standing in the whole extent, and these consider- 
ably damaged ; no other building left on either sugar or 
coffee estate ; and the numerous inhabitants of that 
quarter have only for shelter four houses, situated from 
the sea, to which most of the white inhabitants have re- 
tired. On' the different estates on that coast, as far 
as accounts have reached town, there have perished 
about thirty negroes, and upwards of one hundred and 
eighty dangerously wounded, 

*' Round the coast from the river Tabaric, by way of 
La Soye, the estate which bears the name of that river 
i$, perhaps, the only one that has not received any con- 
siderable damage in thift general disaster. 

'' Ail the plantations to leeward of the island have ex- 
perienced the effects of the hurricane: every hoase> 



•MORNE BRUCE. 

lUgiments* Killed. Wound. Ampt. Frac. Contus. Tot. 

46th 3— 19— — 0— 6 — «« 

3d W. Indian 0— 6—0 — 1—2—9 

Wli. Woman i— o— — 0— 0— 1 

Black do. — 1— -. 0— i^O— O— f 

Total ——.3 95 1 1 .8 40 
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from the river Mabanr down to Prince Rupert's,! either 
laid flat, or greatly damaged ; the tows of Portsmoatli 
entirely destroyed ; the greatest part of the barracks on 
Morne Cabrit carried away ; and> in general, the whole 
island offers a scene of devastation and ruin/' 

On the S3d of October, advices were received at the 
Admiralty from Plymouth, (by the arrival of the Mo* 
selle sloop) aenouncing the destruction of Ulmpetueux, 
of seventy-four guns, one of the French squadron under 
the command of Admiral Wilieaumez, which bad to 
long eluded the vigilance of our cruisers. The dread* 
ful gale of wind, by which Sir R. Strachan's squadrea 
sustained great damage, was likewise destructive to that 
of Admit al Wilieaumez, from which Jerome Bonaparte 
bad had the good fortune to separate himself tome time 
before. One of the enemy's ships, the Castor of seventy* 
four guns, went down in the storm, and every seul or 
board perished : the remainder of the squadron were 
dispersed. Three ofihem, all of theiine, endeavoured 
to make the Chesapeak, but Sir^R, Strachan's scyuadroa 
coming up at the time, the Bellona and Belleisle fell ia 
with Ulmpetueux* and, after a runing fight, drove her 
on shore near the Chesapeak. The line of battle ships 
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iflegiments^ Killed. Wound. Ampt. Frac. Contut. T*r, 
Slst West India 3 — 43 — 1 — 43 — 23 — 74 
PioDCcrs Biack 1 — a— — 0—0 — t 
Senrantido. 1 — — i> -^ 0— — 1 

5 4S 1 4 S3 76 

General Total. 10 68 f 5 3t 116 
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opt being able to approach suffici^nlly n^ar, thq Ve^ 
lanipus frigate vyas sent in to destroy her» wl^ich shcl 
completely cffecled, making the crew prisoners. Whilo 
the Melampus frigate was engaged in this serVice^ tb^ 
Patriot andEoIe, of seventy- four gun? each, hov(5 insight, 
to which the Bellona and Belieisle gave chace ; but 
they succeeded in getting into the Cbesapeak. Ad- 
miral Willeaumez's ship^ the Foudroyant, got into the: 
Havanna in a most disabled state; and tbe Yaleureuse 
frigate, of forty-four guns, arrived at Philadelphia. Af^ 
ter the hurricane^ the Cxsar, of eighty guns» Sir R. 
Strachan's flag-ship^> with the Triumph, put into Fayali 
Sir Richard^sbj^ted his flag to the latter ship« ands^iled- 
again for the American coasts 

Two or three spirited actions, on a small scale> took^ 
place in the Miediterranean, in the autumn of this year» 
The boats of his Majesty's ship Melpomene, Pfeter Par-- 
ker^ E^q. captain, were detached^ on the evening of the 
3d of July, to cruise in shore, on the coast near Leghorn,, 
under the command of Lieutenant- W. Thompson, who 
was accompanied in the barge by Lieutenant Gafooigne/ 
ef the roya^ marines) and Mr. Witwell Butler, master's- 
mate. On the morning of the 4lh several vessels ap-' 
peared« and the boats separated in chase. After a lofig. 
pull the barge came up with a large French settee,, 
armed with four six-pounders, twe!\'e mounted mui^ke*- 
(opD8, and small arms. They were obliged to puji i^p< 
in face of the enemy's fire ; a^nd.soable >va8 the deftjnce^ . 
that before they could get alongside, Lieutenant Thocpj>?. 
son and five seamen- were killed,, six desperately 
wounded, and several others disabled, for the time.. 
TJie ship' and other boats were now out of sight ;, but. 
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the survivors persevered and hooked on. Mr. Batler» 
Lieutenant Gascoigne, Serjeant Thomas Miiiigan, and 
three seamen, were the only persons enabled to board ; 
a( which time the enemy's crew consii^ted of eighteen 
men, three of whom were kijicd, and fifteen made pri- 
soners. Captain Parker wrote a very handsome official 
letter to Sir S. Smith, who then commanded in Sicily> 
giving a libera) and correct account of the affair, strong* 
]y recommending Mr. Butler for promotion, and every 
person concerned, to the honourable notice of their 
coont ry. The. above-mentioned letter was shewn to 
the officers of the Melpomene, and is believed to have 
been transmitted to England, but by some omission it 
bas not been officially pubh'shed. 

The following more circumstantial account of this gal* 
lant action, particularly noticing the bravery of Ser- 
jeant Miiiigan, of the marines, has been certified by 
Captain Parker, and is highly worthy of preserva* 
tion: — 

Serjeant Miiiigan, being in the bow of the bjarge, was 
the first man that boarded the settee, and on his leaping 
on the deck, six muskets were presented in his face, the 
fetal effects of which he avoided, by throwing himself 
at once in the midst of the enemy's crew. Owing to 
the namber of killed and wounded in th^ barge, and the 
settee continuing under sail, only five men were able to 
follow the Serjeant, and after some resistance the enemy 
were obliged to retreat and disperse, and six of them 
leaped into their own boats, carrying their arms and am* 
munition with them. Serjeant Miiiigan pursued ; and 
fearing that they might do considerable mischief, if they 
pulled away from alongside, with their muskets with 
them, and knowing that the barge could not follow, b« 
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jumped down inlo the middle of ihem. He was i a- 
stantly seized and thrown overboard; bul in ihe stiuggle 
grappled, and carried one of the enemy with him, whonoi 
he killed in the water v^ith his culla^^s. When oppositiop 
no longer appeared, every exertion was made from the 
boats of the Melpomene to save Serjeant Milligan, wha 
was seen swimming astern of the settee, apparently very 
faint,Jiavtng received several wounds duiring the action. 
One of the lieutenants of the ship, seeing an oar clos^ 
behind him, called to Milligan to get hold of it, in ordef 
to receive some assistance, till the boat could get up t<^ 
him, which afterwards picked him up. On his being 
jijsked, when safe on board, if he had gained the assjstr 
ance of the oar, he replied, "4 No, sir; I did not knoyv 
if the enemy had all surrenderee/ ; andJ could nylj Ijear 
the idea of turning my back on an enenjy^s vessel."-** 
The £!atriutic Fund rewarded this bi;av^ fellow witli 
fcrly pounds. * 

* < > 

♦On the 25th of October, Lieutenant Foote, of his 
Majesty's gun-brig I-Janniab, very gallantly defended, tha^ 
vessel sgainst a Spapish, p/'iyajeer of four gu,ns atxcji 
seventy men, but, unfortunately, w'thoul success. Bef 
ing off Cabaritta Point, Lieutenant Footq discovered, » 
latine- rigged ve<;sel in the middle of the gut, a (e^y 
miles lo leeward, of him, lowing a mercha^'man towards 
l^he Spanish coasts and conceiving, it to be his d,uty {(f 
ri^jj^ain i^er, be made all sail after him, and coming, witl)- 
in gun-shot, perceived she was a large tliree-masted 
§p^nish priyateei;, of noucb superior force to the gun- 
^at. He, therefore, af^er exchanging a few shot, an^ 
finding st^e kt^ew h,er superiority, by casting oi^the (o;^^ 
s^nd ta^ckin^^ after l^im, endeavoured {q escape. ^\i^ 
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soon, however, gut so close as to do execuiiun wilh hei 
grape ; and Ibe Hannah's ammunition being nesn}y ex- 
pended, Lieulenanl Foote determined to try the event 
by boarding her, but on coming alongside, suth a num- 
ber of men jumped into tlie gun*boal, as obliged him 
to act on the defensive. After fighting on the deck 
about ten minutes, he looked around, and saw scarcely 
sn Englishnian standing, and anotber privateer coining, 
close Dp. He, therefore, determined to cave the Uvea 
of the few brave feltows that were leTt, by striking (he 
British flag ; and, iiTter the surrender, he was carded 
to the town ofTaritsa. 

We shall conclude Ibis chapter, with the fiillowjhg 
abstract statement of the British naval force at the eloSe 
oflheycar 1806: — 
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1807. 



Capture of Curocoa— Fasiiage of the Dardanelles— Deitroc- 
tion of the Turkuh sqaadron, by Sir Sidnejr Smith — Lots of the 
Ajax — Naval action betwci&n the Turks and Russians — ^Tf ial of 
Sir Home Popham — Failure of the Buenos Ayres expeditioi^— 
Hostilitjr of the Aroeriaans — ^Action between the Leander and 
Chesapeak — Copenhagen expedition — Capture of Heligoland— > 
Declaration against Denmark — Ditto against Russia— Affairs 
of Vortagal— Fate of Sir Thomas Troubridge— Loss of the. 
Ganges — Minor occurrences. 

X HE commencement of the year 1807 was marked by 
one of the most brilliant achievements of the war. The 
reader will immediately be aware, that we allude to the 
conquest of Curacoa, by the gallant Captain Bris« 
bane, of whom we had the pleasure of recording a briN 
Jiant instance of exalted heroism, in the precedmg 
chapter. 

After he had seciwed the Pomona, the Spanish frigate 
which he had captured, and taken her to Jamaica, be 
was dispatched, by the commander in chief,, with a 
squadron of frigates, consisling of the Arethusa, Latona, 
Anson, and Fisguard, to reconnoitre the Island of Cura- 
coa, and to ascertain, if po.ssible, whether the inhabi- 
tants were disposed towards an alliance with this 
country. 

It was on the 1st of January 1807, that this little^ 
squadron arrived off Curacoa. No orders whatever 
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had been giVen (o aUack this island; but, having per- 
fectly a<«c8rtahied the situation of the place. Captain 
Brisbane formed a plan for carrying it by a coup de main; 
and, impahing his intention to the respective captains 
under him, with a zeal for the service, which would have 
done honour to the character of a Nelson, taking tlie 
sole responsibility of the act upon himself, he led his 
squadron into the harbour, inclose order of battle, pass- 
ing the- formidable line ufsea batteries, by which Its en- 
trance was protected, and came to an anchor. It is well 
deserving of remark, that, previously to this and un- 
known to their officers, the men, participating in- the 
spirit ef their gallant leader, had arranged themselves for 
attack ; and, when beat to quarters, they were found 
with the words, '* Victoria or Death" chalked upon their 
caps. As an additional stimulus. Captain Brisbane in- 
stantly put on his dress uniform, and proceeded as we 
have already stated. — " The harbour," as Captain Bris- 
bane describes it, in his official letter, '' was defended 
by regular fortifications, of two tier of guns. Fort A '"*- 
sterdam alone consisting of sixty-six pieces of cannon ; 
the entrance only fifty yards wide, athwart which was 
the Dutch frigate Hatslar, of 36 guns, and Surinam, of 
23, with two large schooners of war, one commanded by a 
Dutch commodore. A chain of forts was on Misleburg's 
commanding height ; and that almost impregnable for- 
tress. Forte Republique, within the distance of grape 
shot, enfilading th6 whole harbour.*^ 

The enemy were parric-struck at such unexpected 
gallantry, and all was confusioh. The pacific notifica- 
tion of Captain Brisbane— that the British squadron was 
there to protect, not to conquer; to preserve the iiiha- 
bitants their lives, liberty, and property — irat being al- 
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tended io, a severe and desUuclive cannonade C019- 
nienccd ; the frigate^ sloop, and schooners were carried 
by boarding ; and the lower forts, and the citadel and 
town of Amsterdam, were taken by storm. AH this wai^ 
accomplished in only three quarters of an hour. In 
the progress of this service. Captain Brisbane, the hero 
of the scene, seemed to '* ride upon the whirlwind to 
direct the storm/' He was the first man who boarded 
the Halslar frigate, that lay alhwart the harbour. He 
pulled the Dutch colours down with his own hands ; 
and then, followed by about four-and-twenly men, lie 
instantly proceeded to the shore, w here he also was the 
first man at the storming of Fori Amsterdam, the co« 
lours of which he likewise struck, wiih his own hands. 
The latter achievement will appear the more extraordi« 
nary» vvheji it is stated, that the fort was garri^ned by 
two hundred and seventy-five regular troops. As seon 
as he had got possession. Captain Brisbane made his way 
to the governor, and lold him, that precisely five minutes 
were i^Iowed for him to decide upon surrendering. 
The governor requested half an hour, alledging, that 
a shorter time uould not saie ^is head in Holland. Cap* 
tain Brisbane pulled out his watch, and as<;ented to the 
time required. At the expiration of the half hour, he 
entered the council-chamber, where the go^rnor an^ 
council were assembled, and enquired whether they had 
snade up their minds to surrender the island and its de« 
pendencies to the crown of Britain. The governor 
immediately presented a paper, containing the follow- 
ing preliminary articles of capitulation, placing the 
i'iland in the possession of his Majesty ; to the whole of 
which, with one exception, Caplaiii Brisbane agreed. 
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Curacoa, Jahuary !, 1307. 
PRELTMit^ARY ARTICLES f)f theCapituialion a^recd 
.«nbyC. Brisb^iTic. E<q. senior officer of his Maje<ty\ 
ships at Curacoa, and his EicceJIency P. J. Changuion, 
governor of chat place. 

Art. I. The Fort R^piibliqne shall immediately h« 
surrendered to the British force; the garrison shaft 
tnarch out with the honoars of war, lay down their arms, 
and become prisoners of war. Ao^. Granted. 

II. The Dutch j;arri-?on of Curacoa shall be prisoners 
of war, and by his Britannic Majcf^ly «erht to Hollam', 
not to serve this war before they shall be regularly ex- 
changed ; and for the due performance of this Article 
the otHcers pledge their word of honour. Ans. 
Granted. /: 

III. The same terms, as in the above Article^ are 
grunted to the officers and people of the Dutch men of 
war. Ans. Granted. 

IV. Ail the civil ofHcers may remain at their respec*- 
live appointments, if they think proper; and those who 
choose, shall be sent by his £ritannic Majesty to Ho!* 
land. Ans. Granted. 

V. The burgheriT, merchants^ planters, and other fn- 
habitants, without diSerenCe of ct>luur or opinion, 
shall be respected in their persons and properly, proviH* 
ed they take the oath of allegiance to his Britaitnic Ma* 
jesty. Ans. Granted, neutral property being re.<pecte(F. 

VI. All the merchant vessels, with their cargoes, in 
the harbour, of whatever nation they belong to, ^hal! 5el 
in the passession of their proper owners. Ans. Not 
granted. 

VII. A definitive Capitulation shall be signed opon 
this basis in Fort Amsterdam. Ans. Grantett, 

s9 
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By (en oVIock, the British flag was hoisted on Fort 
Kepublique ; the \% hole of the island, defended by 1,200 
n)ili(ia> besides a considerable number of regular (roopt, 
having been reduced^ and brought into the quiet, posset* 
sion of I he English, by a force not exceeding 800 eflfec- 
tive men, in less than four hours. The splendour of 
this achievetr^ent might well excite the astonishment of 
the commander in chief ; who, it is said, had calculated^ 
that no less a force than ten sad of the line, and 10,000 
land furcc>, would be necessary for the capture of .the 
inland which had been thus subdued by a mere Imndful 
of men. , ^ 

Vice-admiral Dacres, in Iiis official dispatches an* 
nouncing the event to Government, thus handsomely 
expressed his approbation of the gallant conduct of tbe 
captors: — " Whilst I contemplate the immense strength 
of the harbour of Amsterdam, and the superior force 
contained in its different batteries opposed to the en* 
trance of the frigates> I know not how sufficiently to 
admire the decision of- Captain Brisbane in attempting 
the harbour^ and the deterinined bravery and conduct 
disfplayed by himself, the other three captains, and all 
the officers and men under his command ; and U an- 
other strong instance of the cool and determined bravery 
of British seamen/' 

List of kiiied and wounded on board his Majesty^ 

squadron on this occasion ; ' ** 

Arethas»— 2 seamen killed, 5 seamen wounded. 
Latona— 1 seaman killed, 2 seamen wounded. 
Anson— None killed, 7 seamen wounded. 
Fisgard — None killed, none wounded. 
Tolal-»3 9eamen killed, 14 seamen woifndtd* 
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List (>f killed and woitmled on board the Hatslar frigate* 
Surinam sloop, and Flying-fish schooner : 

Hatslar—C. J. Evertz, commandant, killed ; G. B. Z. 
Gerond, second purser, ditio ; A. Graaf, chief mate,^ 
bidly wounded ; J. J. N, Gtblesperd, steward^ 
killed; William Maumbers, seaman, ditto; Henre^^ 
Driei, seaman, ditto. 

Surinam— rjan van Nes, captain, dangerously wounded; 
Jean Baptiste, lieutenant, ditto; G. B. Biltner, mid* 
shipman> ditto ; Arend Arens, seaman, ditto; Ferdi- 
nand Billatin, seaman ditto, (since dead), 
f Iving.fish— G. H. V. A. Hingel, gunner, dead; M. S. 
Giblesperd, seaman, wounded. 
Immediately a(\er the capture^ Captain Brisbane pro- 
ceeded to disarm ihe militia-^^ most politic measure* 
considering the very slender state of the British force-^ 
and to administer, to the inhabitants of the-tsland, the 
oath of allegiance to his Britannic Majesty. The Dutch 
governor having leflised tp take that oath. Captain Bris* 
bane constituted himself his sucoessor^ pro tempore, and 
assumed the functions of government^accordingly. 

The next crent which we have to notice was hsi 
glorious, and less advantageous in it^ result.*— At the 
dose ot 1806, Admiral Sir Thomas Louis had been ap* 
pointed to cruise off the Dardanelles; the intrigtitng pn« 
littcs of France having rendered it necessary most closely 
to watch the roovcraents-ofihe FOrle, whose proceedingf 
wfere exceedingly suspicious. The Canopu«, of 81 
guns, R-ear Admiral LtHii 4, the Eml)mion, ot4l'gun«» 
and another frigate, were stationed directly opposite the' 
Grand Seignior's seraglio; and the Thunderer, of 7i* 
fttnji, with iht Staml«rd» of 64, and tw« tvput^^ wertli 

*3 



56 THE BRITISH Tfi IDENT ; 

• 

anchored to command the passage of the Dardanellel. 
About this lime a Russian frigate^ from the Mediter- 
ranean, passed the Dardanelles, without molestation 
from the Turkish batteries; but Sebastian!, the French 
ambassador, remonstiated violently against this circuro* 
itance. Mr. Arbuthnot, however, the British envoy, 
gave in such a representation of. the business, as, for a 
time, fully satisfied the Turkish government. 

At length the intrigues of France gained the ascen- 
dant ; the conduct of the Forte became more and more 
suspicious; such of the British subjects at Constantinople 
as could be brought oW, were received on board of our 
squadron ; and it was found necessary to resort to intt- 
inidating, if not to actually hostile measuces. ^ 

To convey to the reader a ooriect idea of the subse-; 
quant proceedings we must enter inlo- some details of 
considerable length; bat, first, w« shall present a slight 
out'line, or general narrative, as furnished by the follow* 
^g journal of a genilemao who was on hoatd of U»e 
Standard at the time : 

*' We sailed from Constantipople on the 99ib o| 
January 1807, between the hours of ten and eleven 
H'clock at night, in ffis Majesty'^ ship the Endyroion, 
Captain Capel ; and sucb was the hurry, in which we^ 
went off, ihat both her cables were cut : we cauied easy, 
tail all the night, and anchored the followiag evening at, 
Galipuli ; on the morning of the 3^|.si we sailed for \he. 
Dardanelles, and |)a^iling Point Pesquin, where th^- 
Turkish (iiiei was anchored, we saluted the Caplaia 
Pacha, whose Ma^ was tl)ing in^a frigate of 36 guns^ 
and which returned our salute gan for gun. Soon after,, 
we passed the straits of Sestos and Abldo^ where we %^^ 
liUed thc^ailIei.8qfcording to c.a>t9a>i and ^^ the sfD^ 
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lute relumed* We anchored about two or three miles, 
below Abidos, when we joined Sir Thomas Lonis, in 
the CanofniSf together with the Thunderer and Standard 
]ine of battle ships; here all the Brtlish subjects who 
were brought away from Constat inople» by the ambas- 
sador, were distributed on board the several ships of 
war, and I was^ embarked in the Standard, Captain 
Thomas Harvey. About four o'clock, P. M. of the 
same day, the squadron weighed, and dropt to the ext- 
traoice of the Hellespont, and remained there until the 
Ibilowing moFtving, first February, ^hen we weighed^- 
Again, and anchored oflF- the island of Tenedos soon- 
mfter. ' 

' On the 6th of Fetiruary the Actii^e frigate arrived % 
from Malta, with the intelligence of the arrival- at that% 
place of^ Sir John Duckworth, having the command of r 
five sail of the line an^ two bcrnibs, and of their intend- 
ing speedily to join us. Oa^the 8th Ft^oafty, the - 
Glatton man of war arrived from- Smyrna, having on . 
board the English gentlemen and their families, who ^ 
bad lefl that place by order-rof the ambttssador. On the 
lOlh February, in the forenoon, the squadron under the 
iHrders of Sir John Duckworth, joined as, consisting of '*< 
the Rojal Geoi^e and Windsor Gastle, three deckers, . 
the Pomp^e, Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, the Repulse 
and Ajax, two-deckers,*3ndaheLaciler and Meteor^, 
^ombs. On the Hlh February,, in the moniing, th« • 
whole fleet weighed, and stood for the entrance of the 
Dardanelles, but the Wind not being feir, we wert < 
obliged to anchor oflfCape Janissary. The Glatton with 
i convoy of merchant- sliips, which she brought from 
Steyrna, remained at anchor oflf Tenedos. Nothing ^f 
an/ eQn9e«|!»en«0 Waospkcd 4|^ tbr fleet tiU on 4he«ni^ ' 
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of the 1 4lh of February, when signals of distress were 
made by the i\jax, and preseni ly after she was per^ 
ceived to be on fire. The rapidity of the flames was 
such, that in less than a quarter of an hour the whole 
ship was one entire blaze. She then parted her cables* 
and drifted on the island of Tenedos, where she was en- 
tirely consumed. Notwithstanding every po<ssibIe assis* 
tance was afforded to the Ajax, by the ships of the 
sqtiadron, more than three hundred and Hfiy men pe* 
rished in iheflamesi or met a watery grave. 

'< On the I9ih February, the wind being fair, the Ad* 
«)iral made the signal^ at day-break^ for the whole fleet 
to wergh, and shortly after the whole squadron stood for 
the entrance of the DardaneUes^ in line of battle, as fol- 
lows : Canopiis, Sir Thomas Liouis led (he van; Re* 
pulse ; Royal George, Sir John Duckworth ; Windsor* 
Castle; Standard, having the Meteor bomb in tow; 
Pomp^Cy Sir Sidney SmUh; Thunderer, having the Lu« 
cifer bomb in tow ; and the Endymion and Active ffri- 
gates foAowing. Our ship, and the Thunderer and 
Active frigates were previou<;Iy put under the orders of 
Sir Sidney Smith, and had consequently hoisted thf 
blue ensign. As soon as the leading sliip was abf0a;i|. 
of the first castiesj^ rhey opened a brisk fire upon it* and 
continued fo« as each ship passed in succession, until ilm 
squaclfon was through. Not a single gun was fired bf 
eur line of battle ships at the first castles ; the Lucifef 
and Meteor bomb threw a few shells at them ; a heavy 
discbarge of cannon also was continued upon us frooi 
•ome batteries erected on the heights of the Europeai} 
coast of the Hellespont. The van ship of the line having 
leached the castles of Sestos and Abidos, a roost iie* 
v^ous cannonade was opened upon tbem«^wiikb wft^ 
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briskly returned by each ship in ber turn. We next 
came to a Turkish fleet, which was anchored off Point 
Pesquin, and covered by a mud baKety oi thirty-seven 
guns; it consisted of a line of battle ship, and eleven 
other ships of war, including frigate.«, corvettes, brigs, 
^nd gun-boats. Our van ships exchanged shots with 
the Turkish fleet as well as with the battery of Point 
Pesquin, and having passed, anchored about three or 
four miles above the Point. On our coming abreast of 
the enemy's fleet the ifgnal Was roaide hy Sir Sidney 
Smith to the ships of his division to engage it, and pre* 
sently after the Pom pee, Thunderer, and Standard, an- 
chored within shot of them, the Active continuing utrder 
-sail. Our ship anchored in the mid:»t of the TurkisK 
fleet, and within three hundred yards of the battery 
of Point Pesquin ; we continued a close eagageraent 
^7ith the enemy for three-quarters of an hour, when thb 
Turkish ships of war cut their cablet, and drifted on 
^hore; our firing also Banked the batteries, the Turks 
could not stand to their guns, and made oflf with the 
greatest precipitation. Such also of the crew of the 
Turkish fleet as could make oflT, got on shore ; the rest 
were taken out by our men, and landed on the Pointy 
after which the ships were set on flre, and all of therl 
blown up, except a cOrvette, which was lef^at the straits 
of Point Pesquin in charge of the Active fngalc. The 
loss on our tide was very trifling, when compared with 
the arduous task which we had to perform, or the 
slaughter on the part of the Tuiks. Stone shot of be« 
iween the weight of 700 and SOOlbs. were discharged at 
OS from all the Turkish castles, and several struck our 
niiips, but the damage was trifling. Our ^ip received 
no damage from the large shot of the castles, bat %vas 
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the greatest sufferer of any, having been materially da' 
maged in her masts and rigging. 

*' The Turkish fleet having thus been destroyed, and 
the guns ofMhe battery of Point Pesquin spiked, otir 
next care was to repair our damage, which having dune, 
we were again under weigh, and ready for action at 
four o'cfock in the afternoon, 

'* It is to be observed, that the Standard's boat, 
which was dispatched with Captain Nichol's, of the 
Roy a! Marines, had the honou%of carrying off the Cap- 
tain Pacha's flag, wiiich continued flying until it was 
struck by Captain Nichol's himself, 

•* Having now joined the Admiral in Chief, and the 
signal for weighing being made to the ships which were 
anchored wtlii him« the whole squadron sailed, and 
stood for Constantinople, with a very strong-fair uind, 
but not having carried much sail during the ntght, and 
the wind lessening next day, we reached the Prince's 
islands with difficulty that night, where we anchored. 
During our stay at this anchorage, the Admiral having 
obtained information that the Tuiks had thrown troops 
and^uns on (he island of Proti, near which the fleet 
was anchored, and on which the only habitation e:xtst- 
fng is a Greek monastery, inhabited by a few monks 
iind nun«. Orders were issued for boats manned and 
armed, to drive the Turks away, and /or the Repulse to 
weigh and cover their landing. The Turks as soon as 
they saw the boats coming, took to their boat, an^l made 
off; our men landed, and brought off i he cannon which 
were on the island. On the evening of the same day 
the Admiral got information, that some Turks thai 
could not eflect iheir ercape in the morning, had taken 
refuge in a monastery. Several boats were tmmediatel| 
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manned and armed, and sent on shore; an attack was 
accordingly made on the monastery, but the Turks be- 
ing expert rlfie*men, picked off our men as they ad* 
vanced, aiid such was the slaughter, that they were 
obliged to retreat, leaving the dead bodies on the isfand. 
Captain Kent, of the Royal Marines, belonging to the 
Canopus, and Lieutenant Belisle, of the Royal George, 
were killed; several men also lost* their lives, and se* 
veral officers and men were wounded. Thus the Turks 
were suffered to enjoy their victory, no attempt being 
made after to drive them away*' On the 21st at day* 
break, I was despatched to Constantinople in a flag of 
4fuce, with letters for the Turkish Government, frorai 
the Admiral in Chief and the Ambassador. In oar way 
to the harbour we stopped a boat with two Greeks h\ 
it, who informed us that the greatest bustle prevailed in 
the city, and that great warlike preparations were going 
on; that the greatest tranquillity prevailed in it until the 
20th, at nine o'clock in (he morning, when a Turkish 
brig of war which saw the British fleet pass the Dar- 
danelles, cut her cables, and brought the intelligence to 
the Forte. We remained negociating with the Porte 
till the first of March, and the signal having been made 
for sailing, we weighed and stood tacking off and on 
the coast of the Seven' Towers until night ^ after dark, 
we shaped our course for the Dardanelles. On the Qd 
of March, in the evening, the signal for anchoring be- 
ing made, the squadron dropped anchor accordingly 
three or four miles above Point Pesquin, where it re- 
mained till next morning, 3d March, when we all again 
made sail, and stood for the straits of the Dardanelles; 
previous to our weighing anchor, the Turkish corvette 
which was left at Point Pesquin in charge of the Active 
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frigate, was given lo a few Turkish prisoners, and sTie 
hoisted Turkish colours. As soon as the squadron got 
within shot of ihe battery of Point Pesquin, the Turks 
commenced firing upon us, and continued a well-di- 
rected fire, until the whole squadron was through, our 
ship returning a very brisk cannonade ; the castles of 
Sestes and Abidos, as well as the batteries we passed^ 
successively engaged with us, until we were beyond 
the reach of their guns, and we anchored off Cape 
Janissary. 

«* When we were abreast of the castle of Seslos, we 
received a stone shot weighing 770 pounds, six feet 
'eight inches in circumference, and two feet two inches 
in diameter; it entered our lower deck, killed five 
people outright ; and having set fire to the salt boxes, 
which were on the deck for immediate use, caused an 
explosion which wounded forty-se\«en men. The alarm 
being given of the ship's being on fire, several of the 
men jumped overboard, and were never more heard of. 
Some of the other ships of the fleet also received large 
^lone shots; the Windsor Castle in particular bad her 
mainmast shivered to pieces by one of them. On (he 
7lh of March, in the morning, we were joined in !hc 
roads ofTenedos by a Russian fleet of seven sail of the 
line, all two deckers, and two frigates, under Ihe orders 
of Vice- Admiral Chechaufl^, and Rear- Admiral Creig. 

•'.I embarked the 10th March, on board the Windsor 
Castle, Captain Boyles, going to Malta to repair her 
damage, and sailed the ]2ili March, in the morning, 
leaving the rest of the English squadron, together with 
the Russian fleet, at anchor in the roads ofTenedos. 
On the 20lh March, at twelve o'clock at noon, we an* 
chored in the harbour of Malta." 
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•^ After the above, it becomes necessary to lay before 
the reader the substance of Admiral Duckworth's offi- 
cial dispatches on the subject, which will be found in 
the following extracts :«— 

" Royal GeorgCj off Comftantinople^ Feb. 21, 1807, 

*' A quarter beforentne o'clock, A. M. (Feb. I9th) the 
i|vhoIe of the squadron had passed the outer castles, 
without having returned a shot to their fire (which oc^ 
casioned but little injury). This forbearance was pro- 
duced by (he desire his Majesty's minister expressed to 
preserve every appearance of amity, that he might ne- 
gociate with the strongest proof of the pacific disposition 
of our Sovereign towards the Porte ; a second battery 
on the European side, fired also with as little effect. At 
hair past nine o'clock, the Canopus, which, on account of 
Sir Thomas Louis's knowledge of the channel, joined Jo 
the steady gallantry which I had before experienced, 
had been appointed to lead, entered the narrow passage 
of Sestos and Abidos, and sustained a ^ery heavy can- 
nonade from both castles, within point blank shot of 
each. They opened their fire upon our ships, as they 
continued to pass in succession, although I was happy 
'■in observing, that the very spirited return it met with 
had so considerably diminished its force, that the effect 
on the sternmost ships could not have been so severe, 

" Immediately to the N. £• of the castles, and between 
them and Point Pesquies, in which a formidable battery 
had been newly erected, the small squadron [of one 64 
gun ship, and five frigates ; all Turkish] which I have 
alluded to, were at anchor. The van division of our 
squadron gave them their broadsides as they passed^ and 
Sir Sydney Smith with his division closed into the 
midst ; and the effect of the £re was such, that in half 
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an hour the Turks had all cu( (heir cables to ran on 
shore. The object of (he Rear Atkntral was then to 
destroy ihem, which was most rapidly effected ; as in 
less than four hours the whole of them had exploded, 
except a small corvette, and a gun- boat which it, was 
•thought proper to preserve. I inclose to your Lord- 
ship a statement of their number ; 'and when I add also 
an account of the loss his Majesty's ships have sustained, 
I cannot help expressing my satisfaction that we have 
suffered so slightly ; as had any of their stone shol* 
some of which exceed eight hundred weightj made such . 
a breaeh between wind and water, as they have done In 
our sidesr-the ship must have sunk ; or had they struck 
a lower mast in the centre, it must evidently have been 
cut in two ; in the rigging loo, no accident occurred 
than' was not perfectly arranged in the course of the 
next day. The sprit-sail yard of the Royal George, 
4he gaft of the Canopus, and the main top-sail yard of 
the Standard, are the only spars that were injured. 

*' The battery on the Point, of more than 30 guns; 
^hich had it been completely finished, was in a posi- 
tion to have annoyed the squadron most severely in pas* 
sing, was taken possession of by the Royal Marines and 
boats^ crews of the rear-division ; the Turks having re* 
lired at their approach^ and the guns were immediately 
spiked. This service was performed under the direc- 
tion of Captain Nicholls, of the Standard's marines ' 

** At a qaartcr past five, P. M. the squadron was en- 
abled to make sail ; and on the evening of the next - 
day, the 20th, came to anchor, at ten o'clock, near the 
Prince's islands, about eight miles from Constantinople, 
when I dispatcl^ed Captain Capel, in the Endymion, to 
anchor near the town, if the wind, which was light. 
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would permit the ship to stem the current ^ to convey . 
the Ambassador's dispatches to the Sublime Porte in th^ 
morning, 43^ a flag of truce; but he found it impracii- 
cable to get wiihin four miles, and consequently an* 
chored at half-past eleven o'clock, P. M. 

Roj/al George, without the DardanclleSy 
March 6, 1807. 

" Had it been then in our power, we should have 
taken our station off the town immediately, but as that 
could not be done from the rapidity of the current, L 
was rather pleased than otherwise, with the position we- 
had been forced to take ; for in the conferences be- 
tween his Majest)'s minister, Mr. Arbuthnot, and the 
Captain Pacha, of the particulars of which, your Lord- 
ship is in possession, it was promised by Mr. Arbuth- 
not» that even when the squadron had arrived before 
Constantinople, the door to paciticalion should remain 
open, and that he would be willing to negociate on 
terror of equaliiy and justice. In consideration of this 
promise, and as it would convince the Porte o/his Ma- 
jesty's earnest desire to preserve peace, as well as pos* 
sess her ministers with a confidence of the sincerity of 
our professions, it was theopinioM of Mr. Arbuthnot, in 
which I concurred, that it was fortunate we had an- 
chored at a little distance from the capita), as a nearer 
approach might have given cause for suspicion and 
alarm, and have cut off the prospect of an amicable ad« 
justment of the differences which had arisen. 

*' At noon, of the l2lst, Ysan Bey, a minister of the 
Porte, came off; from whose expressions Mr. Arbulh- 
not thought it impossible not to i>elievea that in li.e 
head of the government (for in the present instancy 
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every circumstance proved, that between htm an<l 
the armed populace, a great distinction U to be made) 
there really existed a smcere desire for peace; and the 
negociation was carried on, as will appear hy the docu- 
ments transmitted to your Lordship, \\\\ the* 2*7 th ; but 
from the moment of our anchorage, till we wet^^heil, on 
the morning of the 1st of March, such was the unfor- 
tunate state of the weather, that it was not at any time 
in our power to have occupied a situation, which would 
have enabled the squadron to commence offensive ops- 
rations against Constantinople. On Sunday the 22d> 
alone, for a few hours, the breeze was sufficient to have 
stemmed the current where we were placed; but such 
was the rapidity on shore, where the Endymion was at" 
anchor, that Captain Capcl thought it v^xy doubtful^ 
whether the squadron could have obtained an anchorage^ 
though it had been in preparative readiness, by signal* 
from day* break; but the peculiar unsettled state of the 
weather, and the minister's desire that I should give a 
few hours for an answer to his letter, through Ysan Bey, 
prevented me from trying. Before five o'clock, ?• M. 
it was nearly calm ; and in the evening the wind was en- 
tirely from the eastward, and continued light airs or 
calms till the evening of the 28th, when it blew fresh 
from the N. £. and rendered it impossible to change 
our position. 

^« The strength of the current from the Boephorus, 
with the circuitous eddies of the Port, rendered it 
impracticable to place ships for an attack without a com- 
manding breeze ; tvhich, during the ten days I was off 
the town, it was not my good fortune to meet with, 

** I now come to the point of explaining to your 
Lordship the motives which fixed me to decide on re^ 
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passing llic channel qF the Dardanelles, and relinquish* 
Hig every idea of attacking the capital ; and I feel Con- 
fident that it will require no argument to convince your 
Lordship of the utter impracticability ofour force having. 
made any impression, as at this time the whole line of 
the coast presented a chain of batteries ; twelve Turk* 
ish lineof battle ships, two of them three-deckers, with 
nine firigates^ were with their sails bent, and apparently 
in readiness, filled wilh troops ; add to this, near two 
hundred thou.^ndjwere said to be in Constantinople, to 
inarch against the Russians ; besides there was an in* 
numerable quantity of small craft, wilh boats; and fire 
vessels had been prepared to act against us. With th« 
batteries alone we might have coped, or with the$l)ip8, 
could we have got ihem out of their strong hold; but 
yourLordship willbe aware, that after combating the op« 
position which the resources of an empire had been many 
weeks employed in preparing, ^ should have been in 
no state to have defended ourselves against them as des- 
cribed, and then repass the Dardanelles. Iknow it was 
my duty, in obedience to your Lordship's orders, to at- 
tempt every thing (governed by the opinion of the am- 
bassador) that appeared within the compass of possibi- 
lity ; but when the unavoidable sacrifice of the sqiiadron> 
committed to ray charge, (which must have arisen had I 
waited for a wind* (6 have enabled me to cannonade the 
towti, unattended by the remotest chance of obtaining 
any advantage for his Majesty's service) must have been 
the consequence of pursuing that object, it at once be- 
came may positive duty, however wounded in pride and 
ambition^ to relioquish it ; ai>d if I had been already sa* 
4isfied on the subject, the increased opposition in the 
Dardanelles would have convinced me I had done rigL^i 

f3" 
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when I resolved on (he measure as indispensably neces* 
sary. I therefore weighed with the squadron, on the' 
morning of the 1st, and as it had been reported that the 
Turkish fleet designed to make an effort against us, to 
give them an opportunity, if such was really their inten- 
tion, 1 continued so stand on and off during the day, 
but they shewed no disposition to move. I therefore, 
as every hour was of importance, bore up at dusk- with 
the squadron ; we arrived off Boint Fesquies towards 
the evening of the 2d instant ; but the day-b'ght 
would not admit of our attempting to pass the castles, 
and the squadron came lo anchor for (he night: we 
weighed in the morning ; and, when 1 add that every 
ship was in safety outside of the passage, about noon^ it 
is not without the most lively sense of the good fortune 
that has attended us. 

*' The Turks had been occupied. unceasingly in add- 
ing to (he number of their forts; some had been already, 
completed, and others were in a forward state. The 
\fire of the two inner eastles had, on .our going up, been 
severe;- but I am sorry to say, the effects they had on 
oar ship», returning, has proved them to be doubly 
formidable; in short, had they been allowed another 
week ft) complete their defences throughout the channel^ 
it would have been a very doubtful point, whether a re* ' 
turn lay open to us at ail. The riianner in which they 
employed the interval of our absence has proved their 
as^rIuity. I transmit to your Lordship, an account oi 
the damages sustained by the respective ships; as also* 
(heir loss in killed- and wounded,, whicbyour Lordship. 
will perceive is far from trifVing. The main mast of the 
Windsor Castle being more than three quarters cut 
through, by a granite sliet of eight hundred weight, we 
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have found great difficulty in saving it. I have the 
hpnour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. T. Duckworth. 

Abstract of the killed and wounded on board his Ma- 
jesty's ships, under the orders of Vice-Admiral Sir John 
Thomas Duckworth, K. B. in forcing the passage of th^ 
Dardanelles, on the 19th of February, at the attack of 
Prota, the 27 th ; and on returning through the Dar- 
danelles, on the Sd of March, 1807 : 

Total. — ^^l Officer, 33 seamen, killed; 10 officers, 
3 petty officers, l69 seamen, wounded; 4 seamen miss-, 
ing, from the Standard ; — 1 officer, 7 privates of ma- 
rines, killed ; 4 officers, 2 non-commissioned officers, 33 
privates of marines, wounded. 

Grand total.— 42 killed, 235 wounded, and 4 missing. 

The failure of this expedition was the subject of much 
conversation; and it was at one time generally under- 
stood, either that Sir John Duckworth would be brougbt 
to a court-martial by Government, or that he would 
himself demand a (rial of that nature, in order tharhi» 
•onduct might be exhibited through a correct medium.. 

Whether any state reasons inlervened, to render such 
an investigation impolitic ; whether his Majesty's pre- 
sent ministers approved of Sir John Duckworth's conduct;, 
and whether Sir John rested satisfied with suchappro* 
bation, if given, are points to which we are wholly, incom? 
petent to speak. His conduct was never before im- 
peached by any party or set of men ;-but certain it is, thai 
the friends of the late ministers most vociferously insisted, 
Hiat their orders, respecting the proceedings of the 
squadron before Constantinople, were not obeyed. 

Inhere is a circumstance relating to this expedhion«. 
which mugt attract the notice gf every person. TJlerc 
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were no land forces on board. How is this to be accounlf-* 
ed for ? Was it an oversight, or wa« it expected that 
the Turks would accede to (he terms of the E^iglisb^ im- 
mediately that they should be proposed ^ If there had 
been a sufficient number of troops on board of the squa<^ 
dron> they mighi have been landed in detachments; and* 
as. the forts of the Dardanelles were unprotected on the 
land side» they might have been thus speedily demo-- 
lished, or at least have been rendered incapable of in- 
juring any ship which might attempt the passage. The ' 
castles of Seslos and Abydos were pSM-ticularly deserv- 
ing of attention in this respect. The advantages which* 
would have resulted from such a mode of proceeding: 
roust have been obvious to every one. Had the fort« 
which piotect the passage of the Dardanelles been dis- 
mantled, Sir Jx)hn Duckworth's squadron might have re- 
mained in the sea of Marmora as long as he had 
pleased ; and might also have been in the constant and 
regular receipt of such supplies and reinforcements as 
it sj^ould have been deemed expedient to send. Thus, 
the expedition m</5f, uhimately, have experienced a fa- 
vourable termination. 

It is not a littlefremarkable, that so interesting and* 
important a document as Sir Si<lne?y Smith's report to- 
Sir John Duckworth, concerning his successful attack 
ii|)on the Turkish squadron,' already allqded to, should* 
not have been officially given to the public., Convinced^, 
however, that it mu^^t materially tend (o the grati/ica-^ 
tion of our readers, and that it will be considered as an 
act of justice to those individuals whose merits seen» io 
have been overlooked by the higher powers, although sO' 
properly noticed and recommended by their immediate* 
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and heroic chief, we have wilh some diffi culty procured 
tke following authentic copy of this report : — 

His Majrsty's ship Pompiey within the DarimelUs^ 

February 20, 1 807. 
** Sir,— In reporting to you the enlirecompletion of the 
service you were pleased to order should be executed by 
the rear division under ray immediate direction, I need 
not inform you that the ships were anchored in the 
thick of the Turkish squadron, and in close action with 
Ihem, as you must have observed it ; but as the inter- 
vention of the land after you pasied the point, prevented 
jour seeing the subsequent operations, it is my duty to 
acquaint you therewith. 

" The Turks fouglu desperately, like men determined 
to defend themselves and their ships as long as they 
could; but the superiority of our fire, within musket- 
shot, obliged them in half an hour to run on shore on 
Point Pesquies, or Nagara Burun. As the redoubt on 
the point continued to fire, also as the ships kept their 
colours up, and the part of their crews which had de- 
serted them remained armed on the beach, while a con« 
siderable body of Asiatic troops, both horse and foot, 
appeared on the hills, it was necessary to make an ar- 
rangement for boarding them, with some precaution ; at 
the same time, that it was of consequence to press them 
closely before they recovered from the impression and 
effect of our cannonade. A few shells from the Pom- 
p^e dispersed the Asiatics, and convinced them that we 
commanded the ground within our reach, and that they 
could not protect the green standard they had hoisted, 
which I caused to be brought off by Lieutenant Oates 
of the Pomp^e marines, that (hey might not rally there 
again. The Standard's guns bearing best on tbe frigates 
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on shore, I sent the Thunderer's boats lo that ship to be 
employed with her own, under the direction of Captain 
Harvey, making the signal to him to destroy the enemy's 
ships in the N. E. The Active's having been previ- 
ously made to Follow and destroy a frigate, which had 
cut her cable to get from under the Thunderer's and 
Pomp<?e's fire, and ran on shore, on the European side, 
in the N. W. at the same time Lieutenant Seercroft, of 
the Pompee, was detached to take possession of the 
line of battle ship, on which the Thunderer's and Pom- 
p^e's guns could still bear, under the protection like* 
wise of the Repulse, which you had considerately sent 
to my aid; that officer brought me the captain and sc* 
cond captain, the latter of whom was wounded, also the 
flag of the rear-admiral who had escaped >on shore^ 
which I shall have the honour of presenting to you. The 
whole of the Turks were landed, in pursuance ofyoor 
orders, including the wounded, with due attention to 
the sufferings of our misguided opponents, as I must 
call them, for the terra enemy does not seem applicable, 
considering their evident good disposition towards us 
nationally. The ship was then set on fire by the Re- 
pulse's and Pompee's boats, and completely destroyed. 
•' Captain Harvey, in making his report tor me of the 
conduct of the boats* crews, under the command of 
Lieutenants Carter, Waller, and Ci>lby, of his Majesty's 
ship Thunderer, and of the marines employed with them 
to board and burn the frigates and corvettes, under the 
command of Captain Nicolls, speaks in strong terms of 
the gallantry and ability of tlltm all. The latter, whom 
I have long known to be an intelligent and enterprising 
officer, after destroying the frigate bearing the flag of 
the Captain Pasha, which is preserved to be presented 
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to yoo. Sir, landed^ and, profiling by the con!(ternation 
of the Turks, from ihe explosions on all sides of 4hem, 
the effects of which occasioned no small risk to him. 
Lieutenants Fynmore, Boileaa, and the party, he enter- 
, ed the redoubt (the Turks retreating as he approached) 
set fire to the gabions, and spiked the guns, thirty-dine 
in mimber, eight of which are brass, carrying immense- 
ly kirge marble balls; as, however, the expected ex- 
plosion of the line of battle ship made it impossible for 
the boats to stay long enough to destroy them effectually 
with their carriages, or to level the parapets, the wicker 
of the gabions being too green to burn, I have directed 
Lieutenants Carrol and Arrabin, of his Majes!y*s ship 
Pomp^e, and Lieutenant Lawrie, of the marines, to con- 
tinue on that service, with the Turkish corvette, and one 
gun-boat, which you willobserveby the return were not 
destroyed, and to act under the* protection and direction 
of Captain Mowbray, of his' Majesty's ship Active, 
whose name I cannot mention without expressing how 
highly satisfied I am with the able and gallant manner 
in whitrli he executed my orders to stick to the frigate 
with which he wa^ more particularly engaged, and to 
destroy her. Captain Talbot placed his ship admirably 
well in support of the Pomp^e, thereby raking the line 
of battle ship and the frigate we were engaged with, 
when I made his signal to anchor, as the Pomp^e had 
previously done, under the directions I gave for that 
purpose to Captain Dacres, which were promptly and 
ably executed ; Mr. Ives, the master, applying his local 
knowledge and experience, as I had a right to expect 
from his long tried abilities, while Lieutenant Smith 
ibade my signals to the squadfon in rapid succession, and 
.with precision. Captain Harvey merits my entire ap* 
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probation, for placing the Standard in the maimer i* 
which he did, and for completing the destruction of the 
others. Much as I must regret the loss of the AjaXj, as 
a most efficient ship in my division, I have felt that loss 
to be in a great degree balanced, .by the presence of my 
gallant friend, Captain Blackwood, and the surviving 
officers and men, whose zeal in their voluntarry exer* 
tions on this occasion does them the highest credit ; in 
short, all the captains, officers and men concerned, me- 
rit that I should mention them in high terms to you. Sir, 
as their leader, whose example we humbly endeavoured 
to follow. The signal success that has attended tbegc^ 
neral exertion under your direction speaks more forcibly 
than words. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 
•' (Signed) W. Sidney Smith." 

Vice- Admiral Sh John Thomas Duckworth, K, B* 

A return of Turkish ships and vessels taken and de8« 
troyed by a division of ships under the immediate jdi* 
rection of Rear-Admiral Sir Sidney Smith, K. S. and 
orders of Vice-Admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, 
K. B. off Point Pesquies, February 19, 1807. 

Burnt* — One line of battle ship, of sixty-four guns, 
four frigates, three corvettes, one brigi and two gun* 
boats. 

Taken possession of, — One corvette, one gun-boat. 

A return of killed and wounded on board a division 
of ships under the immediate direction of Rear- Admiral 
Sir William Sidney Smith, K. S. and orders of Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir John Thomas Duckworth, in forcing the 
passage of tbe Dardanelles, the subsequent engagement 
with, and destruction of the Turkish squadron anchored 
oflf Point Pesquies, the Igih February, 1807. 
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SUndard.— Captain T.^ Harvey ;Mri William Shoe- 
bridge, bpatswain, woanded ; five men wounded. 
Pom p^e.-— Captain R. J^acres^ five men wounded. 
Thunderer. — Captain J .Talbpt ; Lieutenant S. Waller, 

wounded ; four men killed, and tbirleen wounded. 
EndyroioR.— CaptaiitHon. T.fi. CapeL No returns. 
Active.-' -Captain R. H. Moubray. No returns. 

{Signed) W. Sion£y Smith. 
' Comparative Kst of the number of guns belonging to 
the Turks at Point Pesquies (or Nagara Burun) withia 
the Dardaiielles,. and. those belonging to the rear divt- 
aion commanded by Sir Sidney Smith, which •continued 
engaged till the ii^al destruction of the Turkish squa- 
dron, then anchored to dispute the passage on the !l9th 
«f February, 1807, directed by Vice- Admiral Sir Joh« 
Duckworth z 



Skips. Ouns. 

Standard •— 64 

Pomp^e •••.•••..•-• 80 

Thunderer 7* 

Active 38 

Total « 256 



r 

Shipt. Gttns. 

Redoubt..*...^...;^^ 31 

One Ship of 6k 

One frigate ^.^ 49 

Two do. of 36 each -^72 
Oneof ...-.».,,.., 32 
One*corvette of .•^.^ 22 
Onedo.— *.»^^..... 18 
Two of 10 each.,.. 20 
One brig of ..«..^.. s 
Two gun-boats of leach 2 

Total .^•••... 309 

British. .^.••..^••.•. 256 



Number of. guns in favour of the Tudu ••«« 5$ 
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The loss of h?8 Majesty's ship Ajax, already all ofcd 
10^ is thus related in a lelter, from an officer iii the squa* 
dron under Sir J. T. Duckworth: • - 

*< Our force has lately experienced a diminution from 
an event which I now with grief relate to you. Va|,en«. 
tine's Day was, indeed, a sad one for the Unfortunate 
Ajax. At half-past nine on the evening of that day, 
the Ajax took fire in the bread- room, and in ten minutes 
she was in a genera! blaze from stem to stern ; the 
wind blew fresh from the N. £. which prevented .the 
boats of the. ships to leeward from 'rendering any assis- 
tance ; but from those to windward, and near her, the 
was well enough supplied to save upward of 400 of her 
people ! and those may consider themselves as most 
providentially preserved, as it had blown a gale all the 
day, and for two or three days before, and fell, moderate 
towards the evening — a continuance of the gale would 
probably have rendered all assistance impossible. The 
fire, it appears; had been for some time (comparatively 
speaking,) kindling tn the bread room before the akinn 
was given ; for when the first Lieutenant, and -many 
others, broke open the door of the surgeon's, cabin,, the 
after bulk head was burst down by the accumulated 
flames and smoke abafl it, and so rapidly made its pro- 
gress through the coc*k-pit, that it was with difiicalty he 
could regain the ladder, and most of those who accom- 
panied him were saffbcated in the attempt. On reach- 
ing the quarter- deck he found the fire had out-ran him, 
and Captain QJackwood agreeing with him that she was 
past all remedy, they both ran forward, (where the majo- 
rity of the. people were assembled, calling most piteous- 
ly on their God for that help they despaired of getting, 
although many boats were approaching then, so rapidly 
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did Ihe fire work its way forward) and leapt from the 
'sprit-sail-yard, when the Canopus's boat fortunately 
picked them up. At this time the boats were assembling 
under the ship^s bows, and saved most who still clung 
to them ; though many, naked, benumbed wilh cold, 
and pressed on by others, let go (heir hold and perished, 
as did every one who imprudently on the first alarm 
jumped overboard. The boats, hewever^ cleared her 
bows, thougb many of them were in imminent danger 
of swamping, from the number of the poor creatures 
who were elinging to the gun-wales, and wha were 
obliged to- be forced o^, and left to perish, for the safety 
of the rest. The ship burnt all night, and drifted on 
Ihe island of Tenedos, where she blew up at five next 
morning, with a most awful explosion^ The unhappy 
sufferers of her ward-room are, Lieutenant, Rowe,. 
ijientenant Sibthorpe„ Captain Boyd, of ihe Royal Ma- 
rines; Mr. O wen,. surgeon ; and Mr. Donaldson, mas* 
ter. The gunner, unhappy father ! had thrown one 
child overboard,, which, was saved ; but, going duwn 
fyr another, perished. in the flameSb OF forty-five mid- 
shipmen., of every descHption, about twenty are saved, 
A son and a nephew of the late Captain Duff, and who 
were with him in the Mars when he gloriously fell in 
the action- of Trafalgar^ are among the survivors. Three 
merchants pfCoRslantinople were on board, two per- 
ished; also- a Greek pilot. One! woman, out of three, 
saved herself by following her husband with a child la 
his arms down a rope, from the jib-boom-end. The 
purser's Steward and his mate, and the cooper, are mis- 
sing. The occasion of the accident cannot, indeed, be 
ascertained; but that there was a light in the bread- 
room when there ought not to be one, is certain. Seve- 
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.ml ofthe people died after (bey were got on board the 
difierent ships, the rest TVere distributed among the 
squadron/' 

Shortly after the return of Sir J. T. Duckworth through 
the passage of the Dardanelles, that pface was again 
.destined to be the scene of naval action. On the 11th 
and 1 9(h of June two engagements took place between 
the Turks and Russians^ the latter of which terminated 
with the loss of. three Turkish ships of the Tine, and 
three frigates ; a circumstance which also fed to the cap- 
ture of the island ofTenedos, by the Russians. As an 
artJcFe^f some curiosity and interest, the official account 
of these actions, by the Russian Admiral ^Siniavin, it 
here worthy of preservation* ' 

" On the 7th of May,'* says he, " eight Turkish shipt 
of the line, six frigates and smaller vessels, with aboot 
iiffy gun-boats, passed the straits of the Dardaneilett 
and steered towards Tenedos. Admh'al Siniavin, for 
several reasons, got under sail with his squadron, con* 
sisting often ships ofthe line, and steered his course to* 
wards the island of Ymbro. The Turks^ wishing to 
avail themselves of his absence for landing their troops 
upon the island of Tenedos, made two attempts for this 
purpose on the 8th, when they were repulsed with great 
loss by a division of troops from the fortress, under the 
command of Major Gedeohow ; pf course they did not 
attempt to land a third time, but steered over to the coast 
of Natolia, and concealed themselves in the creeks. 

"On account of contrary winds, and a strong cur- 
rent, we could not make any attack on the Turkish fleet 
on the 8lh or 9th ; but on the 10th, at two in the after- 
noon, the wind being favourable, an attack was deter- 
mined upon. However, our ships were scarcely got 
under weighs when the Turks also weighed anchor, imd 



OR^ REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 77 

Rttesipted to gain the Dardanelles nnder full sail. Our . 
ships pursued them to the mouth of the Straits, and can*- 
nonaded them two houris daring their passage. The' 
enemy's ships were so precipitate in their flight, that 
three of them were stranded between the batteries and 
the promontory of Asia ; most of them were consider- 
ably damaged in their hulls and had a number of killed. 

'* The Turks having received a reinforcement of 
ships of war and frigates from Constantinople, made 
their appearance again on the other side of the Darda- 
nelles, on the 10th of June. They had now ten ships 
of the line, six frigates, and five smaller^vessels ; among 
the former were three flag-ships, one of them a three- 
decker, carrying the Captain Pacha's colours, and two 
others with an admiral's flag, Near the island of Ym- 
bro, they cast anchor, and formed the line of battle. In 
consequence of contrary winds and currents, our squa- 
dron could not approach them during, three days; but 
on the evening- of the 14th, we got under weigh with a. 
favourable breeze. 

'' On the 15th, being- on the other side of the island: 
•of Ymbro, and unperceived by the enemy, we learnt 
they had weighed anchor, and steered for Tenedos. At 
the same time anumber.of boats, with Turkish troops^ 
on board,, made their appearance from the coast of 
Asia, upon which the Russian garrison of Tenedos kn* 
mediately, got under arms, and occupied the most im- 
portant posts and shores of the island. When the ene- 
my's shipsxanie within half cannon-shot of the fort, they 
w^re fired^ upon not only by the fort, bat by the sloops 
in the harbour, upon which they made their boats ap- 
proach the northern side of the island^ apd there attempt* 
a landing but they, were repulsed. 

q3 . ..' '. 
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** Next morningi at day-break^ the Turkish frigates 
and gun-boats opened their fire upon our works, and at 
the same time |hey caused a great number of vessels* 
with troops on board, to approach the island from th« 
coast of Anatoh'a. To oppose this landing, the Russian 
commandant detached three hundred men ; but before 
^ they could arrive at the place of destination, I he Turks 
had succeeded in landing a thousand men, under cover 
of their frigates and ships af the line. The cominual 
fire of grape and cartridge from those vessels left the 
small Russian detachment no choice as to the propriety 
of retiring. ' 

•* The enemy well knowing the weakness of the fort^ 
flattered themselves with, the hope ofmakfng themselves 
masters of it, with little or no difficulty : accordingly,, 
on the 1 7th, they again approached it with their whole 
squadron, and one ship of the line and a frigate kept 
up a cannonade against it during three hours; but 
when the enemy observed that our squadron approached 
Tenedos, they got a part of their troops i>n board with 
the utmost precipitation, and stood out to sea. 

"The wind having changed in the night of the 15th» ' 
our squadron was detained till the I7th, in its passage 
between the istand of Ymbro and the European coast; 
but on the ]7tb« with the nortii wind in their favour^ 
they bore up for Tenedos, and observing that the enemy's 
small craft, with troops, were still upon the coast, the 
Russian row-galleys wete ordered to attack them. A 
part of them were sunk by the galleys, and the rest dis* 
persed. 

'* As soon as the fort had been supplied with neees* 
saries, and dispositions made for preventing the approach 
of the enetey's vessels, the frigate Venus, and the Spits- 
bergen sloop, were left to protect the coast. On Ifae 
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] 8th, the Russian fleet were again onder sail, steering 
(heir course for Leronos, where they hoped to find Ihe- 
Turks. On the 19th, at day-break, they descried, as they 
expected, ten ships bfthe line, five frigates, and an equal 
number of small vessels. The Turks formed their line 
without delay. Our ^ side followed their example^ with 
the intention of attacking the enem^^ flagship. Our 
ship Raphail was the headmost in our line, and when 
bearing down upon the enemy, it was observed that the 
Turks opened their fire at a very great distance. Our 
ship Raphail, on the cmtrary, being ordered to attack 
the enemy's flag-ship, retained her fire till she was with- 
in a very small distance from her opponent ; but on ac-^ 
count of receiving so much damage in her sails, as not i(y 
be able to bear up against the wind, she was driven into 
the enemy's linte. At the same time Vice-Admtrar 
Grieg \ras ordered by Admiral SiiTiavm to attack the ene* 
iny*s van, consisting of one ship of the line, and twa 
large frigates. These frigates being soon disabled and' 
obliged to retire, the Raphail broke through theenemyV 
line, when she was fired upon by several of their ships 
of war ; and Vice-Admiral Siniavin, who bore down 
to support the Raphail, was ip a short 'time rendered 
unable to continue the con^ct. 

'' A calm succeeding immediately after, at ii was im* 
possible for the ships to manoeuvre, they became so far 
separated from the enemy *s squadron, afr to give thent 
an opportunity of repairing their damages. As soon as 
the wind began to bTt>w a Kttle fresh, Axlmifal Siniavin 
made the signah for pursuing some of the enemy^s ships 
<pf the line, and' two frigates that were a considerable- 
way behind the rest of the squadron. 

** In the following night, the ship of the Captain Bey,\ 
wliich was damaged more than the rest> wall taken> with 
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Becl^er Bey, and seven hundred and seventy •four men 
on board. This vessel carries eighty pieces of brass 
cannon> and is in every respect a very fine ship. 

'' On the following day, Vict:- Admiral Greig, with 
three ships, was ordeied in pursuit of an enemy's 
ship of the line, and two frigates, that were discovered 
between Famo and the promontory of Asia. When (h^ 
Turks found it was impossibie to escape, they ran their 
ships aground, and, after getting the people on shore» 
set fire to ihe vessels. 

Our three ship^ having returned to the squadron, Ad^ 
miral Siniavin lost no time in proceeding to the island of 
Ten^os, with the view of affording the garrison the ne- 
cessary assistance. 

" During the passage to Tenedos, on the 2!2d, a smoke 
was observed neur (he island of Tasso, where the 
Turkish fleet had been defeated, and some firing heard ; 
and upon our arrival at Tendos, we learned, that it 
arose from the burning of one of the enemy's ships and 
a frigate,, which had been considerably damaged during, 
the action. 

" The result of the last action had been the loss of. 
three Turkish ships of theJine and three frigates. 

'* On thes;6th, after Admiral Siniavin had taken pro- 
per measures for investing the island on all sides, and foe 
cutting off all communication between the enemy and. 
the continent, wishing to spare the effusion of blood, he-, 
sent a- proposal to the commandant of the Turkish, 
troops upon the island to evacuate it ;. and oBTering 
them a free passage to the coast of Asia. In consequence' 
oUhis offer, on the 27th, the Turkish commandant sent. 
an officer to announce his acce()(iiiice ot itiis proposal ; 
and in order to relteve the gariison as soon as possible 
from the blockade it wai under^.the Turkish aiiDy> con* 
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sisting of four thousand six liandred men, were trans* 
ported over to the Asiatic coart, on the 28th. 

'' Admiral SIniavin bestows very high encomiums 

'upon the valour of Admiral Greig, the captains of the 

rank of post, Malagew^ Schahedg, and Krowwe ; the 

captain of the second rank, Rtiechtochew ; and Colonel 

Padeiski, the commandant of the garrison of Tenedos; 

" In these engagements we have lost «ne hundred 
and thirty-two privates, three superior ofiicers; jlhe cap* 
tains Ignetgew, Lukin, &c. Among the wounded, 
seventeen officers of the staff, and three hundred and 
ninety-two privates. On the part of the enemy, in 
the ships that were taken, there were two hundred and 
thirty killed, and one hundred and sixty wounded ; froia 
which we may infer^ that their whole lots roost have 
been considerable. Of the Turkish troops that landed * 
at Tenedos, in the various attempts upon that island^ 
and during the blockade, which lasted ten days, the lost 
•ustained was about one thousand men.*' 

It has been already teen, that, in consequence of the 
non-arrival of reinibrceroents at Buenos Ay res, that 
colony was wrested from us, on the 1 2th of August, 
1806. 

TherecalofSirHome Popham from his command, in 
that quarter J bad been long spoken of, in whispers; but it 
was dot until the 1 9th' of December (1806) when Lord 
Howick mentioned it in the House of Commons, that 
the public were in possession of the fact. *< As to Sir 
Home Popham, and Sir David Baird," said his lordship, 
'' I freely confess, that I was one of those who advised 
their recall and upon the ground that they did without 
orders, and upon their own judgment and responsibilitji 
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undertake the expetjilion to South America. In prose- 
cution of their sciieme, they did not leave a single sbip^ 
of tlie line to protect 4he Cape of Good Hope. They 
even obliged a frigate that was sent out to India with 
money for the payment of the troops there, to desert the 
destination that it was intended for, and go upon this 
South American expedition. Such conduct as this I 
consider highly reprehensible, and a subversion of all 
discipline and government. This is not all : Sir Home 
Popham has V chosen to write circular letters to roana* 
facturing towns, on the principle, and from the fatal in- 
fluence of that patriotic society at Lloyd^s, which: is held 
out to the navy as giving greater encoorageraents thatk. 
the government of the country. I do consider the coo* 
duct of Sir Home. Papham, as highfy reprehensible in a. 
Briii.^h officer ; and, therefore, ah hough Tshouidbe SGrry> 
tqprtmouMce strongiy on the conduct of any man,, uiitit 
he. has had an apportuniiy of justifying him^lf, yet I 
will say, that there is nothing in the first appearance o£ 
this transaction, which a BritisK parliament could ap- 
prove of." 

An attack, so extraordinary, upon the Plitriotic Fundi^ 
an establishment which reflects so much honour upoa 
the general, as well as upon the individual benevoIencQ 
of the country,^ excited the utmost surprif^; — surprise,, 
not anaccompanied by a high degree of virtuous ipdig^*- 
nstion. It was justly observed, that the Patriotic Fund; 
had sufficiently explained the principles on which it 
acted ; and that, by that explanation, it had completely, 
refuted the charge of its holding eut r^ewards which 
might clash, with the views and interests of government*. 
That society, it was well known,, did not select the ob* 
jects of its munificence;, but modestly awaited the time^ 
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when government should give Ihe signal for its honorary 
ctonations. By the conduct of ministers, on receiving 
the intelhgence of the ca]>ture of Buenos Ayres, they had 
,given that signal; and the Patriotic Fund, by distributing 
its rewards amongst the gallant captors, had acted only 
in uniion with (he general sentiments of the British na- 
tion. Sir Home Popbam at length reached England in 
safely. He arrived in London on the 17 th of February; 
afid'on the following day, he was put under a formal 
«rrest of ihe martial of the Admiralty, preparatory to his 
being brought to trial by a court martial ; a measure 
which had not, in^ the slightest degree, tieen intimated 
to him in his order of recaL An Admiralty order was 
accordingly issued ; aiid, on the 6th of March, a court* 
martial, of which Admiral Young was th« president, as- 
«ejnbled on. board his Majesty's ^bip Gladiator, in Ports- 
mouth iiarbour* By order of the Admiralty, Mr. Jarvis 
attended as prosecutor. The usual preliminaries having 
been gone through, the charge against Sir Home Pop- 
ham was fead« This i:nstriifnent, after noticing the 
captare43f the^Cape, proceeds a» follows : — 

*" And whereas it appears, by letters from the said 
Sir Home Popham to our secretary, dated the 13th and 
.SOth of April following, that with a view to attack the 
Spanish settlements in the Rio de la Plata, for which 
iie had no direction or authority whatever, he did with- 
draw from the Cape the whole of the naval force which 
bad been placed under his command for the sole purpose 
:of protecting it ; thereby leaving the Gape, • which it was 
:bis duty to guard, not only exposed tO' attack and insulf, 
bat even without the means of affording protection to 
the trade of his Majesty's subjects, or of taking posses- 
sion of any ships of the enemy, which might have put 
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intaany of tbebaysor harblbursof the Cape, or parts 
.^djacenl ; M which he the said Sir Home Popham, did, 
notwithstanding that he had received previous ioforma^ 
■lion of detachments of the enemy's ships being at sea^ 
and in the neighbourhood of )he Cape; and notwith* 
'Standing he had been apprised that a French squadron 
Avas expected at the Mauritius, of which he informed 
us by his letter to our secretary, dieted the 9th of April, 
1 806, oply four days prior to^ his departure from the 
Cape for the Rio de la Plata. And whereas it appears 
to us, that a due regard to the good of his Majesty's 
service imperiously demands, that so flagrant a breach of 
public duty should not pass unpunished, &c.^ 

The court was composed of the following mem- 
bers : — Admiral Young, president ; Vice Admirals, Sir 
£. Gower, Holloway, Rowley, and Stanhope ; Rear Ad- 
mirals, Vashan, Sir J. Coffin, and Sir Richard Strachan ; 
and Captains, Linzee, Scott, Irwin, Greaves, and 
Boyle. Mr. Jarvis appeared as the prosecutor, assisted 
by Mr. Bicknell, solicitor. 

After the usual formalities, eighteen documents in 
support of the charge were put in and read. These con* 
sisted of instructions to Sir Home Popham, relative Co 
the capture of the Cape, and his conduct subsequentlj 
thereto; of dispatches from Sir Home to government, 
announcing the surrender of the Cape, the capture df 
the French ship La Volontaire, his intention of proceed- 
ing to the Rio de la Plata, as an advantageous mode of 
employiff^ bis squadron in the winter season, tvbea 
the Cape was in perfect safety ; the capture of Buenos 
Ayres, &c. &c. 

The case having been closed on the part of the pio- 
-secutionf.Sir Home Popham was called upon for his de* 
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fence. In answer, lie observed, " that ihe first diarges 
sent to him by the Admiralty, about liaU'an hoar after 
his arrival in (own, referred only to three documents^ by 
^'hich alone he ha 1 supposed (he charge wa<; to be sub- 
stantiated ; whereas the ncx charges exhibited against 
him, and presented to him half an hour after his arrival 
at Portsmouth, had reference to eighteen docuraenls, of 
which he had not been (umi-shed wiih copies, nor had 
beany knowledge of iheir contents; but having heard 
them hastily read in court, it was, therefore, expedi- 
ent for him to take some litlle lime in preparing his de- 
fence against tlie charges in their present novel form^ in 
order to remove any unfavourable impresdon which they 
might have made upon the public* mind. On this 
ground he felt himself under the necessity of requesting 
the indulgence of the court till Monday." The court 
adjourned to Saturday .; but the proceedings of the se- 
cond day were unimportant. 

On the third day, Monday, Sir Home Popham de- 
-Jivered a very animated and impressive speech, of which 
the following are the most material points: — 

Recommenced with observing, *• That it could but 
appear extraordinary , that after having devoted the 
greater part of his life to the service of his king and coun- 
try, he should be brought to trial by that superior autho- 
rity to which every olHcer in his Majesty's naval service 
looked up for reward and protection, for having em- 
ployed the means placed at his disposal, in making a 
successful attack on a possession belonging to the cne« 
my, instead of suffering them to remain inactive and dor- 
mant. Without a certain portion of discretionary 
,power no service could be carried on with effect. The 
success which crowned the united exertions of General 
YaL. vr. H 
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BercRfcIcI and himself, seconded b}' the forces under their 
orders, was proclaimed, by his Majesty's ministers, to 
the inhabitanis of the British metropolis, by the usual 
signals of triumph ; and the news of the conquest of 
Buenos Ayres was re-echoed with exultation and gra- 
titude throughout every quarter of the United King- 
dom. Under these circumstances, must it not strike 
every unprejudiced Englishman, that the present trial 
must have arisen from some other cause than that which 
was ostensibly set forth in the accusation. He had not 
the smallest hesitation to assert^ that if the administra- 
tion by which he had been selected, for the command 
which he had lately had the honour of holding, had still 
remained in [)ower, he should have received thanks and 
approbation tor his conduct, instead of having been su- 
perseded, recalled,' and unexpectedly brought to trial. 
Had the design of his prosecutors been known to him, 
when he was first ordered home, he might have pro- 
cured a variety of evidence highly important to his case; 
particularly with regard to his conduct in South Ame- 
rica. Although the Admiralty, in answer to his dis- 
patch announcing the capture of Buenos Ayres, thought 
proper to mark their disapprobation of his conduct, in 
having undertaken that expedition without orders, sliil' 
they were pleased to express the highest approbation of 
the able and judicious manner in which the expedition 
had been conducted. From the terms of their letter he 
had no reason to think that any other punishment wat 
in reserve, than that which its censure conveyed ; and 
to that censure, severe as it was, he had been willing to 
submit, until he should have the opportunity of assign- 
ing such rcasonscs he flattered himself, w*ould have sa« 
tisfied the minds of those from whom the censure pre- 
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ceeded ; that, considering all the circum stance J, it was 
completely undeserved. With respect to the charge 
now before the court, he trusted that he should be able 
to show, not only that his proceedings were fairly ad- 
missible, but such as the ministers under whose orders 
he sailed to the Cape of Good Hope, fully warranted 
by their concurrent opinions. An expedition to South 
America was a favourite object with Mr. Pitt. In the 
course of his former administration, he took some steps 
to carry it. into effect ; and he never lost sight of it, be- 
ing only restrained from attempting its execution b)' politi* 
cal reasons, which no longer existed, when he (Sir Home 
Popham] felt it his duly, for (he interest of his country, 
to proceed from the Cape of Good Hope upon that long 
projected expedition/' 

Sir Home Pt)pham next proceeded to notice the 
change of ministry in ] 804 ; his consulting with Gene- 
ral Miranda respecting an expedition to South America, < 
his delivering a memoir to Lord Melville on that sub- 
"ject, his visit to Mr. Pitt at Wimbledon, October 1804, 
and the Diadem being put into commission for him to 
proceedtn her to South America in December following. 
" The ided,'' he said, " bad never been relinquished by 
Government. At his suggestion, the armament against 
the Cape of Good Hope was equipped. When he took 
his final leave of Mr. Pitt, July 29, 1805, that gentle- 
man had a long conversation with him on the original 
project of an expedition to South America ; in the 
course of which, Mr. Pitt stated, that the Eflj^peror of 
Russia was extfemely anxious to attach Spain to the 
coalition ; but, on the rejection of such an overture by 
the Spanish court, it war his fixed' intention to execute 
the long projected plan. Early in February, iSOS, af- 
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ter the caplure^of the Cape, Sir Home Popham re* 
ceived accounts of ihe termination of the war in India; 
in the course of the same month, he heard of the vie* 
tory of Trafalgar, and of the ccalition against France* 
from which power the Emperor Alexander had not been 
able to detach Spain. He also learned the fate of the 
Austrian army ; and, on March 4th, by the capture of 
the Volontaire frigate, he ascertained thai the Russians 
had been defeated at Austerlitz, that Buonaparte was 
in possession of Vienna, and that when Admiral Wit* 
laumcz sliiled from Brest, he left in tha) port no more 
than six ships of war> of which three only were fit for 
service. He had also reason for believing, that Wil- 
Inumez's squadron, after cruising a certain time on the 
Bark of Laquilles, would put into the Brasils for re- 
freshments, and thence proceed to the West Indies. 
Influenced by this opinion, which ultimately proved cor- 
rect, he sent dispatches to the East and West Indies, 
Mafing his information. With respect to his attack on 
Buenos Ayres ; he had the opinion of Captain Row'ey, 
who was on the Cape station last war ; and, of eve«y 
tfiicer under his command, that the Rio de la Plata 
formed pait of il at station. So far from his having 
left the Cape exposed to attack and insull> he main- 
tai|^d, that through the zeal, ability, and judgment o^ 
Lieut. 6en. Sir David Daird, it vias in a state of most 
perfect security. As proof of this assertion, he stated 
that Sir David Baird had not only furnished a detach- 
ment of his garrisor, but had actually reinforced Gene^ 
ra! Beresford with a second detachment. As to his 
having left the Cape without the means of taking pos- 
session of any ?hips of ihe enemy whiih might put in 
there, he submitted to Ihe consideration of the Courts 
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whelheo after (he retreat of VViilaumez from the Indian 
sea, the reduction of the French force by Lord Nelsoi/s 
victory^and the brilHant success of Admiral Duck worth, 
there was the most distant probability of the arrival of 
any French ships of war at the Cape. With the ex* 
ceptionof the Cannontere frigate, no French ship what- 
ever attempted to enter any of its bays or harbours, and 
her arrival was a mere fortuitous event, of which, from 
the situation of the respective harbours, he should not 
have been ilble to take advantage, had he remained on 
his station. Besides, at the time when he left the Cape» 
the winter season was about to commence, during: 
which, no ships could lie in Table Bay with safety ; nor 
could any attack be made upon the settlement, without 
incurring the greatest danger to the assailing force. 
His apparent haste in leaving the Cape, proceeded from < ^'. 
(he fear, that his arrival in the Rio de la Plata might be 
retarded till the season when he might not be able io 
sail sufficiently high up the river, to attack either Monte 
Video, or Buenos Ay res. But the importance which* 
ministers now attached to the Cape, ill accord with the 
tame cold terms of the letter which he received from Mr. . 
Marsden in acknciwledgment of the receipt of his dis-- 
patches announcing the capture. When the acquisition • 
was made, not one solitary expression of thanks was -* 
pronounced on those who made it ; . and yet, he was to 
be condemned for exposing that acquisition even to 
imaginary hazard. In defending his conduct on the 
plea of discretionary power, Sir Home Popham advert* 
ed to the case of Sir George Rooke, in taking Gibraltar ; 
to that of Sir Peter Parker, and General Dulling, re« 
specting the attack upon the Spanish settlement of 
Omo» ; to that of Lord Hood, in attacking Corsica ; , to:^ 
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that of Lord St. Vincent, in sending Lo'-d Nelson to 
Teneriffe ; to thai of Lord Nelson, in going from the 
Mediterranean to the West Indies ; and to that of the 
late Sir Hugh Christian, (he one most of all in point, in 
undertaking an expedition against tha Rio de la Plata, 
during the period of Ins rfmroanding a squadron at the 
Cape. Every one of these proceedings issued from an 
exercise of discretionary? power, without a certain por- 
tion of which, the spirit of the navy must be paralysed.'' 
in the course of his defence, Sir Home complained of the 
manner in viliich he had been * sent home, in a small 
prize brig miserably manned, and worse armed ; and 
conunenied forcibly on thetnanner in which the charges 
had been drawn up against him ; and on their unusual 
-style: 

After Sir Home Pophara had concluded his defence, 
he proceeded to call his witnesses, (he first of whom 
was Lord Melville; his lordship admitted, that when 
in power, he had entertained serious intentions of at- 
tacking the Spanish settlements in Sou(h America; thdt 
he had frequent consuIta(ions with Mr. Pitt and with 
General Miranda on (he subject ; and that Sir Home 
Popham had been consulted by himself, and by Mr. Pitt. 
His lordship considered the capture of Buenos Ayres as 
highly beneficial for the object which he had had in 
view ; Buenop Ayres was one of the specific objects, when 
the armament was in contemplation in 179d. He 
believed that Sir Home Popham was appointed to 
the Diadem in December, ISOI-, with the view of co- 
operating with General Miranda, to the extent of tak- 
ing advantage ofanyof his proceedings, which might 
.tend to our attaining a position on the continent of 
South America^ favourable to the trade of this country ; 
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but he did not recollect any specific place being fixed 
upon. He did not conceive, however, in the proper 
sense of the ordersj that Sir Home Popham was autho- 
rised to attack any part of South America. His lord- 
ship bore testimony, to Sir Home's having been confi- 
dentially employed by Government on former occasmn*, 
when he had given entire satisfaction. The evidence 
of Mr. Sturges Bourne went principally to prove, that 
Sir Home Popham had had interviews with Mr. Pitl on 
the subject of the Cape of Good Hope; and that in 
consequence of some communication made b) Sir Home 
(o Mr. Pitt, the latter hrid directed the witness to make 
further inquiry, the result of wiiich completely con- 
firmed the information given by Sir Home. 

The evidence of Mr. Hu«^kisson, who was the last 
evidence examined on the third day, was nearly to the 
same effect. On Tue-^day, the fourth day, Mr. Mars- 
den, the secretary of the Admiralty, was the first wit- 
ness examined, but his evidem:e was not important. 
Mr. Browne, the late master-attendant at the Cape of 
Good Hopj?, deposed as to the perfect safety of that 
settlement at the.departure of Sir Home Popham ; and 
assigned reasons wh^, in his opinion, it would not have 
been in the power of Sir Home to have captured the 
Cannoniere, had he remained at llie Cape. Captain 
King of the Diomede, who was at the captiu-e of the 
Cape in January, 1 806, stated,' in a very detaihed nmn- 
ner, that he considered that setllemen't to be in perfect 
safety at the departure of Sir Home Popham ; that it 
was always fully understood, that the Riodela Plata was 
completel)r within the Cape station; and that Sir Home 
Popham, by his very strict attention to his professional 
flttttes> and tatbe service of governmeni while at Buenos 
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A) res, in not suffering any of the captured property to 
be shipped until the whole squadron had been com- 
pletely re-victualled ; had, in the most disinterested 
manner, sustained a pecuniary loss of at least 23,000/. 
Captain King was the last witness examined. After 
some proceedings in form, on the 6flh day. Sir Home 
Popham addressed the Court in the following terms :— 
*' I here close my defence, and I throw myself upon the 
wisdom and justice of this honourable Court. My feel* 
ings and my character have suffered severely ; but I 
trust to your judgment to relieve the one and rescue ibe 
other. If I have, in the exercise of my seal» exceeded 
the strictest bounds of discretion^ I hope it will be evi* 
dent that I have been actuated solely by a desire 16 ad- 
vance the honour, the glory, and the interest of my 
country. In the prosecution of those objects, aided by 
my gallant followers, and fostered by the superintend- 
ing hand of Providence, it has been my good fortune 
to be put in possession of the two capitals of the two 
quarters of (he globe; and I trust it wiH be found, upon 
a close examination of my defence, that-— 

"The head and front of my offending 
Hath this extent-^- no more/' 

After the Court had been some time in deliberatioi^ 
the Judge Advocate pronounced the following sen* 
tence : — 

" The Court is of opinion, that the charges have been 
proved against the said Captain Sir Home Popham— 
that the withdrawing, without orders so to do, the w bole 
of any naval force from the place where it is directed tQ 
be employed, and the employing it in distant operations 
against the enemy, more especially if the success of secb 
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operations should be likely to prevent iis speedy return, 
may be attended with serious inconvenience to the 
public service ; as the success of any plan formed by his 
Majesty's ministers for operaiions against the enemy, in 
which such naval force might be included, may, by such 
renioval be entirely prevented. And the Court is fur- 
ther of opinion, that (he conduct of the said Captain 
Sir Home Popham in the withdrawiiig the whole of the 
naval force under his command from the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the proceeding wiih it to the Rio de la Plata, 
was highly censurable, but in consideration of circum« 
stances, doth adjudge him to be only severely reprl« 
manded, and he is accordingly severely reprimanded.'^ 

It would be presumption in us, to think of arraigning 
the juHice of the court-martial, the integrity of its indi- 
vidual members, or the accuracy of their judgment; yet 
we may be permitted to express our surprise, under the 
particular circumstances of this ca?e, that a body of pro- 
fessional nien should so far consent to vote away the 
discretionary power of a commanding officer. In our 
humble opinion, every individual member of the court- 
martial, which tried Sir Home Popham, in condemning 
the conduct ofthatt>fficer, has condemned what possibly 
may be his &wn conduct, under some modification of 
circumstances, at a future period. 

Such, however, was the sense which the public en- 
tertained of Sir Home Popham 's proceedings, that he 
was cheered, whilst getting out of the ship into the 
boat, by acclamations from a vast number of boats, that 
had been awaiting the issue of the trial. On his landing, 
the acclamations were repeated, and the horses taken 
from the carriage that waited to convey him to his - 
lodgings. Sir Home, however, with a spirit of fan. 
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bearance which did him high honour, on perceiving the 
intenlion ofthe populace, declined entering the carriage; 
and, after (hanking the people for their attention, he ex- 
horte«l thera to disperse, in order that no improper im- 
putation might be attached to their conduct, and pro- 
ceeded on foot to the bouse of his friend Captain 
Madden. 

It was on Wednesday, March the 11th, thai Sir Home 
Popham's trial concluded. On the succeeding Mon- 
day he took his seat in the House of Commons as mem- 
ber for Shaftesbury, for which he had been returned at 
the late general election ; and, on th^ Wednesday fol- 
lowing, attended by Captain King, and his agent, Mr. 
Lavie, in compliance with the pressing solickalions of 
"^his friends, he paid a short visit to Lloyd's Coffee-boase* 
The subscription-room, appropriated to the use ofthe 
merchants and underwriters, was extremely crowded ; 
and on his entrance. Sir Home, being immediately re* 
cognised, was greeted with three cheers. Concei\'ing 
some acknowledgment of this flattering reception to \m 
necessary, he delivered the following brief addreii ^— 

" Gentleman, 
* " It is impossible for me to express what I feel on 
this occasion, seeing myself surrounded by the moit 
respectable merchants of the first city in thcL worlds 
marking personally their opinion of my exertions to pro- 
mote the public welfarej and, although his Majesty?i 
government found it expedient to arraign ray conduct 
on my return from abroad, I trust that my defence will 
satisfy the respectable body to whom I have now the 
honour to address myself, that every action of mine was 
directed to promote the honour and glory of my coqav 
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fry, and that I shall ever feel myself bound to employ 
my humble talents for the attainment oi any object con* 
ducive to its prosperity^ although I feel that ihe wir.gs 
of discretion have been materially clipped/' 

Sir Home's address was followed, as his entrance had 
been greeted, by three cheers ; and be left the room 
amidst reiterated bursts of applause. 

It would have been well for the honour of the coun- 
iry, and for the credit of its military character, if 
the administration which recalled Sir Home Popham 
had appointed eflficient successors to that officer;, or if 
the tardy expedition which they sent out to South 
America had been so conducted as to recover those pos« 
sessions which had be^n lost by their neglect. This 
was not the case ; for, in the new attack upon Buenos 
Ayres, the British military character, by the gross mis- 
conduct of General Whitelocke, the commander in 
chief, sustained a signal di(:grace. It will be evident, 
indeed, on a perusal of the loHowing extracts from that 
officer's official letter, dated Buenos Ayres, July 10, 
1507, that the whole affair was conducted in a manner 
which betrayed the most palpable ignorance and inca* 
pacity, if not cowardice, in General Whitelocke : 

" Upon being joined at Monte Video," says the Ge« 
neral, " an the i5lh June, by the corps under Brig. 
General Cr^furd, not one moment was lost by Rear 
Admiral Murray and myself in making every necessary 
arrangement for the attack of Buenos Ayres. After 
many delays occasioned by foul winds, a landing was 
effected, without opposition, on the 28th of the same 
month, at the £nsinada de Barragon, a small bay about 
Ibirly ntles esftward of the town. The corps em- ' 
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ployed on tlii< expedition were, three brigades of light 
arlillery, under Capt. Fraser ; the 5ih, 3Sih and 87lh 
regiments of foot, under Brig. General Sir S. Auchmuty; 
(he 17ih I'gh I dragoons, 36lh and 88th regiments, under 
Brig. General the Hon. W. Luniley : eight companies 
orthe95th regiment, and nine light infantry companies 
under Brig. General Craufurd ; four troops of 4 he 6th 
dragoon guards, the 9lh light dragoons, 40th and 45th 
regiments of fdot, under Colonel the Hon. T. Mahon; all 
the drag(H)ns being dismounted, except four troops of 
the 17th, under Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd. 

" After some fatiguing marches, through a country 
much intersected by swamps, and deep muddy rivulets, 
the army reached Reduction, a village about nine 
miles from the bridge over the Rio Chelo; on the oppo- 
site bank of which the enemy had constructed batteries, 
-and established a formidable line of defence. 1 resolved, 
therefore, to turn this position, by marching in two co- 
lumns from my left, and crossing the river higher up, 
where it was represented fordable, to unite my force in 
(he suburbs of Baenos Ayres. I sent directions at same 
tinae to Colonel Mahon, who was bringing up the great- 
er part of the artillery under the protection of the 17ih 
light diagoons and 401 h regiment, to wait for further 
orders at Reduction,— Major-General L. Gower, hav- 
ing the command of the right column, crossed the river 
at a pass called the Passo Chico, and falj^g in with a 
corps of the enemy, gallantly attacked and defeated it, 
for the particulars of which action I beg to refer you to 
the annexed report. 

" Owing to the ignorance of my guide, it was not 
until the next day that I joined the main body of the 
army, when 1 formed my line, by placing Brig. Gw. 

1 
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Sir S. Achmuly's brigade upon the left, extending it to* 
wards the convent of the Kecoleta, from which it was 
distant two miles ; the 36th and 88lh regimenti being 
on its right; Brig. General Craufurd's brigade occu- 
pying the central and principal avenues of the town» 
being distant about three miles from the great square 
and fort ; and the 6th dragoon guards^ 9th light dra- 
goons, and 45th regiments being upon his right, an4 
extending towards the Residencia. The town was thus 
nearly invested ; and this disposition of the army, and 
the circumstances of the town and suburbs being divid- 
ed into squares of one hundred and foi'ty yards each 
side, tcgiJther with the knowledge that (he enemy meant 
to occupy the flat roofs of the houses, gave rise to thq 
following plan of attack: — : 

Brig. General Sir S. Achmuty was directed to de^ 
tach the 38lh regiment to possess itself of the Piaza de 
Toros and the adjacent strong ground, and there tako 
poiit : the 87 (h, 5ih, 36th, and 88th regioients were 
each divided into wings ; and each wing ordered to pe- 
netrate into the street directly in its front. The light bat- 
talion divided into wings, and each followed by a wing 
of ihe 95th, and a three-pounderi was ordered to pro- 
ceed down the two streets on the right of the' central 
one, and the 45th regiment down the two adjoining ; 
and after clearing tlie streets of the enemy, this latter re- 
giment was to take post at the Residencia. Two six- 
pounders were ordered along the central street, coveted 
by the caribineers and three troops of the 9th light dra- 
goons^ the remainder of which was posted as a reserve 
in the centre. Each division was ordered to proceed 
along the streets directly in its front, till it arrived at the 
Jast square of houses next the river Plata; of which it 

VO-Lf VI. I 
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was to possess itself, forming on the flat roofs) and there 
wait further order«. 

The 95tb regiment was to occupy two of the most 
commanding situations, from which it could annoy the 
enemy. Two corporals, with tools, were ordered to 
march at the head of each column, for the purpose of 
breaking open the doors; the whole were unloaded, 
and no firing was to be permitted until the columns had 
reached their final points and Formed i,sl cannonade in the 
central streets was the signal for the whole tocome forward. 

Id conformity to this arrangement, at half past six 
o'clppk of the mcrning of the 5ih instant, the 38th regi- 
mept moving towards its left, and the 87th straight to 
its front, approached the strong post of the Retiro and 
plaza de Toro^ and after a most vigorous; and spirited 
attack, in which these regiments suffered much from 
grape shot and musketry, their gallant commander, Bri- 
gadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, possessed himfteir 
of the post, taking ihirty-two pieces of cannon, an 
immense quantity of ammunition, and six hundred pri* 
soners. The 5th regiment meeting with but little oppo- 
sition, proceeded to the river, and took possession of the 
church and convent of St. Catalina. The 36th and 88tb, 
under Brig. Gen. Lumley, moving in the appointed or* 
def, were soon opposed by a heavy and continued fire 
of musketry from the lops and windows of the hoase«^ 
the doors of which were barricaded in so strong a man- 
ner as to render them almost imposs ble to force. The 
streets were intersected by deep ditches, in the inside of 
which were planted cannon, pouring showers of grape 
on the advancing columns. In defiance, however, of 
this opposition, the 3dth, headed by the gallant Gene- 
ral, reached its final destination ; but the asth being 
nearer to the fort and principal defences of theeneny. 
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were 80 weakened by his fire as to be totally over- 
powered and taken. The flank of the 36ih being thus 
exposed, this regiment, together with the 5th, retired 
uj/on Sir S. Aclimuty'.^t post at ihe P«)za deToros; not, 
iMiwever, before Lieut. Colonel fiurne, and the grena- 
dier connpany of the 36(b, had an opportunity of (ii<- 
tinguiahing themselves, by charging about eight hundn/d 
of the eoenny, and taking and spiking two gun.s. Tlie 
two six-pounders moving up the central streeis meeting 
wiih a very superior fire, the four troops of the can.- 
bineers, led on by Lieutenant Colonel Kingston, ad* 
vanced to take tbe battery opposed to them; but this 
gallant officer being unfortunately wounded, as well 
as Captain Burrel, next in con^mand, and the fire both 
from the battery and houses proving very destructive* 
they retreated to a short dislanict, but continued to oc- 
cupy a position in front of the enemy *s principal ue« 
fences, considerably in advance of thai which they liad 
taken in the morning. 

** The left division of Brigadier General Craufurd^s 
brigade, under Lieut. Colonel Pack, passed on neaily 
to the river, and turning (o the left, approached the 
Gieat S(]uare with the intention of possessing it sell of 
the Jesuit's College, a situation which commanded the 
enemy's principal line of defence. But from the very 
destructive nature of his fire, this was found impracti- 
cable, and after sustaining a heavy loss, one part of the 
division throwing itself into a house, afterwards found 
not tenable, was shortly obliged to surrender, whilst the 
remaining part, after enduring a dreadfnl lire with the 
greatest intrepidity, Lieutenant Colonel Pack, its corn- 
comma nder, being wounded, retired upon the right di-^ 
viiftion, commauded by Brigadier General Craufurd him- 

I 2 
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leff. Tbi:} division having passed quite through to (he 
river Plata^ turned also to the left io approach the Great 
Square and Fort fjom ihe north-east Bastion, of which it 
was distant about four hundred jards, when Brigadier 
General Craufurd^ learning the fate of his left division, 
thought it mo^t advisable to take possession of the con- 
vent of St. Domingo, near which he then was, intend-' 
ing (o proceed onwards to the Franciscan church, which 
lay still nearer the fort, if the attack or success of any 
other of our columns should free him in some measure 
from the host of enemies which surrounded him. 

" The 45th, being further from the enemy's cent ne» 
had gained tlie Residencia without much opposition, 
and Lieutenant Colonel Guard having it in the posses* 
sum of his battalion companies, moved down with the 
granadier company towards the centre of the town, 
and joined Brig. General Craufurd. 

" The enemy, who now surrounded the Convent on 
all sides, attempting to take a three-pounder which lay 
in the street, the Lieutenant Colonel with his company, 
and a few light infantry- under Major Trotter charged 
them with great spirit. In an instant, the greater 
part of bis company and Major Trotter (an officer 
of great merit) were killed, but the gun was saved. 
The BrigadiepCeneral was now obliged to confine him- 
self to the defence of the Convent, froo which the rifle- 
men kept up a well-directed fire upon such of the ene^ 
my as approached the post; but the quantity of round 
shot, grape and musketry to which they were exposed, 
at last obliged them to quit the top of the building, and 
the enemy, to the number of six thousand, bringing up 
cannon to force the wooden ^ates which fronted tho 
Forf, the Brig, General having no communication with 
any of the other columns, and judging from the cessa* 
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tion offirinj^ that those next him had not been succeM- 
ful, surrendered at four o'clock in ihe afternoon. 

*' The result of this da^'s action bad left rae in pos- 
session of the Plaza de Toros, a strong post on the enc- 
my's right, and the Residencia, another strong post on 
his left, whilst 1 occupied an advanced position oppo- 
site his centre ; but these advantages had cost about 
two thousand ive hundred men in killed^ wounded, 
and prisoners. The nature of the fire, to which the 
troops were exposed, was violent in the extreme. 
Grape shot at the corners of ail the streets, musketry, 
hand grenades, bricks and stones from the tops of ail 
the houses, every householder with his negroes defended 
his dwelling, each of which was in Uself a foi^tress. and it 
is not, perhaps, too much to say^lhat the whole male po- 
pulation of Buenus Ayres was employed in its defence. 

'* This was the situati€)n of Ihe army an the morning 
of the 6ih inst. v#hen General L)nier» addressed a letter 
to me, offering to give U|i all hi^ prisoners taken in the 
late affair, together- with the 7 1st regiment, and oihei;s» 
taken with Brig. General Beresford, if I desisted from 
any further attack on the town, and withdrew his Ma* 
jesty's forces from the river Plata, intimating at Ihe 
same lime, from the exasperated state of the populace, 
he could not amwer for the safety of the prisoners, if I . 
persisted in' offensive measures. Influenced by this, 
censideration, (which 1 knew from better authority to bo^. 
founded in fai-t.) and reflecting how little advantage 
would be the possession of a country, the inhabitants of 
which were so absolutely hosiiIe> J resolved to forego 
the' advantages which the bravery of the troops had ob- 
tained, and acceded to the annexed treaty, which X trust 
viiljneel the apprt^baiioB of his Majesty," 

I 3 
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The (rcaly here mentioned, which certainly met nei- 
ther the approbation of his Majesty, nor of the country* 
was as foljows:^- 



A DtPiKiTivE TftBATY between the Generals in 
Chief of his Britannic Majesty and of hit Catholic Ma^ 
jesty. 

J. There shall be from this time a cetsation of hos- 
tih'iies on both Rides of the river Plate. 

II. The troops of his Britannic Majeftty shall retain, 
for the period of two months, the fortress and place of 
Monte Video ; and, at a neutral country, there shall 
be considered a line drawn from San Carlos on the 
west, to Pando on the east : and there shall not be, in 
any part of that line, hostilities committed on any side, 
the nfutiality being understood only, that the indivi* 
duali! of both nations may live freely under their rex- 
peclive laws : the Spanish subjects l^ing judged by 
theirs, as the English by those of their nation. 

III. There shall be on both ^sides a mutual restitution 
of prisoner:), including not only those which have been 
laken since the arrival of the troops under Lieutenant 
Gefieral Whitelocke, but also all those his Britannic 
Majesty's subjects captured in South An^rica since 
the commencement of the war. 

IV. That for the promptest dispatch of the vesseh 
and troops of his Britannic Majesty, there shall be no 
>mf)edimer>t thrown in the way of the supplies of pro- 
visions which may be requested from Monte Video. 

V. A period often days from this time is given fiv 
the re*embarkation of his Britannic MHJesty's troops to* 
pass to the north side of the- river La Plata, with tto^^ 
asms that may actually be in their power, stores/ and. 
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aipage, at (he n)0<t( convenient points which may 
selected ; and during this time provisions may be 
d (o ihem. 

VI. That at the time of the deh'very of the place and 
tre<s of Monte Video, v\ hich shall lake place at the 
dof the two months fixed in the Second Article, (he 
livery will be made in the terms it was found, and 
ih the artillery it had when tt was taken. 

VII. Three officers of rank shall be delivered for and 
til the faltilment of the above Articles by both partiejr, 
ing well understood that his Britannic Alajesly's oflS- 
rs who have been on th«ir parole, cannot sene against 
uth America until their arrival in £urope. 

Dune at the Fort of Buenos Ay res, the 7 th day of 
ly, 1807, signing two of one tenor. 

John Whitblockb, Lieut. Gen. CommandeK 

George Murray, Rear- Admiral, Commander. 

Santiago Liniers. 

Cesau Balbiani. 

Beknaiioo Vclascos. 

Admiral Murray, the naval commander, in one of his 
dispatches mentions the diflicnhies which opposed the 
exertions of the naval force, as the frigates were not 
able to get within nine miles of the town; the gun* 
brigs, however, gave the most etfeciual co-operation; 
bat the Admiral was soon apprised of the disastrous 
events on shore, and, in con<'erl with the general, 
signed the preliminaries. He describes the inveteracy 
ofevery class of the inhabitants against the Briti>h to be 
bejrond conception ; and declares that betore he signed 
the treaty, he was convinced South America could .never 
be ft Britiib' conqueslt 
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The following is an abstract of ihe killed and wound- 
ed upon this occasion : — 

KUUd.^ 1 Major, 6 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 ensign, 
3 sta/r, 1 S Serjeants, 4 drummers, 27^ rank and file. — 
Tolal, 3ia. 
^0i</i<^^.— S Lteutenanl-colonels, 5 majors, 16 captains, 
33 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 2 staff, 1 volunteer, 43 Ser- 
jeants, 1 1 drummers, 558 rank and file. — ^Total, 6f 4. 
Miuing, — SSlafif, I qnarter-master, 4 Serjeants, S drum- 
mers, 196 rani and file. — Total, 208. 
Grand Total — 316 killed, 674 wounded, 908 missing. — 
Total, 1198. 

The light company of the 7 1st regiment also suffered 
very severely ; but as the returns were not received by 
the firxt dispatches, we believe they were never made 
public. 

Nothing, for a series of years, had excited so much 
dissatisfaclion in (he public mind, as this ill-planned, 
and worse executed expedition ; and, though more par- 
ticularly relating to ikrn army department than that of 
the navy, from the extraordinary interest which it ex- 
cited at the time, and from the frequent mention which 
must necessarily be made of it in history, we have 
thought it necessary, to enter at some length into it^. 
details*. 

General Whitelocke, upou his return, to £|ig?«nd, . 
was placed under an arrest, and subjected to. a trial, bj . 
court martial, on the four follow ing, charges :-7-.- * 

First Charge^ — ^^That Lieutenant-Generai. .Whttelorte,* 
having received instructions. fiom his M^jesty'^-.Pribci*)' 
pal Secretary of Slate, to proceed for the reduction oC< 
Ihe provin(;e of Buenos Ayres, pursued mea^mei ill. ctiiC 
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Gulated (o faciljtale that conquest ; that when the Span- 
ish commander had »hewn such symptoms of a disposi- 
tion to treat, as to express a desire to communicate with 
Major>General Gower, the second in command, upon 
the subject of terms, the said LieBtenant-General 
Whitelocke did return a message, in which he de« 
maiyled, amongst other articles, the surrender of all 
persons holding civil offices in the government of Buenos 
Ayres as prisoners of war. That the said Lieutenant 
General Whitelocke, in making siich an offensive and 
unusual demand, tending to exasperate the inhabitants 
of Buenos Ayres to produce and encourage a spirit of 
resistance to his Majesty's arm^, to exclude the hope of 
amicable accommodation, and (o increase the difficul- 
ties of the service with which he was entrusted, acted 
in a manner unbecoming his duty as an o6Bctr, preju- 
dicial to military discipline, and contrary to the articlei 
of war. 

Second Charge* — That the said Lieutenant General 
Whitelocke, after the landing of the troopi at Ensanada, 
and during the march from thence to the town of Buenos 
Ayres, did not make the military arrangements best cal- 
culated to ensure the success of his operations against 
the town ; and that having known, previously to his 
attack upon the town of Buenos Ayres, upon the 5th 
of July, 1807, as appears from his dispatch of July 10, 
that the enemy meant to occupy the flat roofs of the 
houses, he did, nevertheless, in the said attack, divide 
his forces into several brigades and parts, and ordered 
the whole to be unloaded, and no firing to be permitted 
on any account ; and under (his order to march into (ho 
principaf streets of the town, unprovided with proper 
and suffiLicnt means for forcing the barricadoes, \>liere- 
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• 

by (be (roopi were unnecessarily expose^] lo destruction^ 
without the possibility of making etfectual opposition ; 
such conduct betraying great professional incapacity on 
(he part of the said Lieu tenant-General Whiteiocke, 
tending to lessen the confidence of the troops in the 
judgment of their officers^ being derogatory (o the ho- 
nour of his Majesty's arms, contrary to his duty as an 
officer, prejudicial to good order and military discipline^ 
and contrary to the articles of war. 

Third Charge. — That the said Lieutenant- General 
Whitelocke did not make^ although in his power* any 
effectual attempt, by his own personal exertion or other- 
wise, to co-operate with or support the different divi- 
sions of the army under his command* when engaged 
with the enemy in the streets of fiuenos Ayres, on the 
5 th of July 1807f whereby those troops, after having 
encountered and surmounted a constant and well-di- 
rected fire, and having effected the purport of their or- 
ders, were left without aid and support, or further orders; 
and considerable detachments, under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Duff, and Brigadier-General Craufurd* were there-. 
by compelled to surrender ; such conduct on the part 
of Lieatenant-General Whitelock, tending to the de- 
feat and dishonour of his Majesty's arms, to Ie9sen the 
confidence of the troops in the skill and courage of their 
officers, being unbecoming and disgraceful to his cha- 
racter as an ofHcer, prejudicial to good order and military 
discipline, and contrary to the articles of war. 

Fourth Charge. — That the said Lieutenant-General 
Whitelo( ke, subsequently to the attack upon the town 
ofBuena-i Ayres, and at a time when the troops under 
his command were in possession of posts on each flank 
of the town, and of the principal arsenal^ with a com- 
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munication Open to the fleef, and having an' effective 
force of about five ihoiisand men, did enier into, and 
finally conclude a treaty with the enenjy, whereby he 
acknowledges in the public dispatch of the lOih July, 
1807, that " he resolved to forego the advantages 
which ihe bravery of his !rt)ops liad oblaiiu-d, and whi9h 
advaniagcs ha<l ct...i b.\,\) al^-^ut two thousand h've hun- 
dred men in killed, vvouiidi;.:, and prisoners;*' and by 
such treaty he uuneces!;ari!y nnd shamefully .surrendered 
all such advantages, to(ally evacuated the town of 
Buenos Avres, and consented to deliver, and did shame* 
fully abandon and deliver up to tlie enemy the strong 
fortress of Monte Video, which had been committed to 
his charge, and which, at the period of the treaty and 
abandonment, was wcli«and sufficiently garrisoned and 
provided against attack, and which was nut, at such pe- 
riod, in a state of blockade or siege : such conduct on 
the part of the said Lieuienant-General Whitelocke 
tending to the dishonour of his Majesty's arms, and be- 
ing contrary to his duty as an officer, prejudicial to good 
order and military discipline, and contrary to the articles 
of war. 

This important trial occupied thirty-one days of real 
business with very few adjournments or delays. The 
charges, excepting a part of the second, were fully 
proved against the Geneial; the opinion of the court, 
as to his guilt, was fully sanctioned by his Majesty; 
and, by the following official document, he was cashiered, 
and declared totally unfit and unworthy ever to serve 
again in any military capacity whatever . — 

" The Court Marlial having duly considered the 
evidence given in support of the chart^es against the 
|>ri8oner>-LieuienBnt-General Whitelocke, his defence. 
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and the evidence he has adduced, are of opinion, that 
he is gutUy of the wh«ile of Ihe said charges, with the 
' exception of that part of the second charge, which re- 
lates to the order, that " the columns shntld be mdeaJed, 
mnd that no firing shouid be /iermitted on anf account,* 

" I'hc court are anxious that it may be distinctly un- 
derstood, that they attach no censure whatever to the 
precautions taken to prevent unnecessary firing during 
the advance of the troops to the proposed points of at- 
tack, and do therefore acquit Lieutenant-General White* 
locke ofthat part of the said charge. 

" The court adjudge, That.the ^aid Ueutenant-Genaral 
Whitelocke be cashkied, and declared totalfy unfit and un» 

voorthy to serve his Majesty in any Military Capacity what" 

ever, 

** The King has been pleased to confirm the above 
sentence, and his Royal Highness the commander in 
chief has received his Maji-sly's command to direct, that 
it shall be read at the head of every regiment in his 
service, and inserted in all regimental orderly books* 
v/\i\\ a view of its becoming a lasting memorial of the 
fatal consequences to which officers expose themselves, 
who, in the discharge of the important duties confided 
to them, are deficient in that zeal, judgment, and per- 
sonal exertion, which their sovereign, and their country, 
have a right to expect from officers entrusted with high 
command^. 

' To his Majesty, who has ever taken a most lively 
i;.ti:r<.^L m the welfare, th^ honour, and reputation of 
)i;: iioop>v the recent failure of South America, lias 
y:..jfA a i- .' jt :'i of the most heart-fell regret ; but it has 
hvi; ,1 i.;:c.^.L fj .:);olation to him, and his Majesty has 
..;;r.:;:(./tii.:'.? :.' 10 b3 intimated to the army, that aHerlhe 
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ti)0\t minute investigation, his Majesty finds ample cause 
for gratification in the intrepidlit}' and good cdnduct dis- 
played by his troops, lately employed on that service, 
and particularly by those divisions of the army, which 
were personally' engaged with the enemy in the town 
of Buenos Ay res, on the 5lh of July, I8U7 ; and his Ma- 
jesty entertains no doubt, that bad the exertions of his 
troops in South America been directed by the tame skill 
and energy, which have so eminently distinguished his 
commanders in other quarters of the world, the result 
of the campaign would have proved equally glorious to 
themselves, and beneficial to their country. 

*' By command of his Royal Highness the Com- 
mander in Chief, 

•'Harry Calvert. 

** Major^General and Adj.-General of the Forces." 

About this time, some unpleasant occurrences also 
took place in North America. In consequence of the 
unhandsome conduct of the American government, in 
countenancing the reception of deserters from the 
British navy. Admiral Berkely, the English commander 
in chief, on the American station, found it expedient to 
issue the following orders : — . 

** Whereas many seamen, subjects of his Britannic 
Majesty, and serving in his ships and vessels, as per 
margin,* while at anchor in the Chesapeak, deserted and 
entered on board the United States frigate, called the 
Chesapeak, and openly paraded the streets of Norfolk, 
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Sight of their cifiicers, under the American flag« protec* 
led by the magistrates of the (own, and the recruiting 
oHcer belonging to the above-mentioned American 
frigate, which magislratet and naval officer. refused giv- 
ing them up, although demanded by his Britannic Ma- 
jesty's consul, as well as the captains of the ships froqi 
which the said men had deserted. 

^* The captains and commanders of his Alajesty's 
-ships and vessels under my command are therefore 
liereby required and directed, in case of meeting with 
the American frigate the Chesapeak at sea, and without 
the h'mits of the United States^ to shew to the captain 
of her this order, and to require to search his ship for 
the deserters from the before-mentioned ships, and to 
proceed and search for the same; and if a similar de- 
mand should be made by the American, he is to be per- 
mitted to search for any deserters from their service, ac- 
cording to the customs and usage of civilized nations^ 
on terms of peace and amity with each other. . 

" Given under my hand at Halifax^ Nova Scotia, 1st 
June, \W7. 

" G. C. Berkeley/' 
'^ To the respective Captains and Commanders of 
his Majesty i ships and vessels on the North 
jimerican station" 

Thus, it appears, it was known that the American fri- 
gate, the Chesapeak, had several English deserters on 
board; and as it was also known, that that ship was 
about to sail for the Mediterranean, his Majesty's ship 
Leopard, of fifty guns. Captain Humphreys, was order* 
«d to cruise ofT the Capes, in expectation of falling in 
with her. This event very soon took place; and an ac- 
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lion was the consequence, the details of which will be 
seen by the following exlracl of a letter from a gentle- 
man on board the Leopard, dated Chesapeak Ba)-, junc^ 
24, 1807:— 

" We arrived here on the 2 1st instant, and, agreeably 
to the orders of the Hon. Vice-Admiral Beikeley, (in^ 
the event of meeting the United Slates frigate Chesa- 
peak, to search her for deserters, of whom we had in* 
formation) the next morning the signal was made for 
the Bellona to proceed to sea, which we did, at nine 
o'clock this morning ; the Chesapeak was then pasting 
the Belloua, about three miles within us. We stood to 
the S. £• with the wind at S. W. until eleven, when it 
shifted to £. which retarded the progress of the frigate, 
being obliged to beat out. We kept on a wind, under 
easy sail, until che got within two miles of us, when she 
shortened sail, and we bore down to her ; we were 
about twelve or fourteen miles from the land ; whei> 
sufliciently close, the Captain hailed, and said he had 
dispatches from th6 British commander in chief; — the 
answer was> " send them on board, I shall heave to;" 
which he did accordingly. An officer was sent oi» 
board with the Admiral's order, and a letter from Cap- 
tain Huniphre}s, saying, he hoped to be able to execute 
the Admiral's order in the most amicable manner ; and 
after the commodore read (he order and letter, he told 
him that his orders from his government were most 
peremptory in not sufifering any foreigner to muster his 
ship's compaoy, but that he wouid write an answer to 
Captain Humphreys's letter, if he woidd be the bearer 
of it to him. /. flcr having answered in the afHrmative* 

K 2 
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he wrote, sayin^j; that he had no deserters, and that his' 
instructions prevented his allowing the Chesapeak to be 
searched. He returned with this answer, after being 
on board forty minutes. As the admirars order was 
positive, (here was no alternative but force J so we 
edged down to her, and Captain Humphreys hailed, and 
said, (hat Commodore Barron must be aware that the 
order of the British commander in chief must be obeyed. 
The only reply made to this (which was thrice repeal- 
ed) \va<5, '• I do not understand what you say."— Now, 
as we were to windward, and heard distinctly his an- 
s»Aer, it is evident be also must have heard what Cap- 
tain Humphreys said. Orders were then given to fire 
a shot across her bows from the lower deck ; aAer a mi- 
nute another, and in two more, no satisfactory answer 
being given, Captain Humphreys ordered the fire to be 
opened on her, beginning with the foremost gun, and' 
in succession afier; but as the order was not perfectly 
understood, a broadside was poured into her; Commo* 
dore Barron then hailed, when orders were given to 
cease fir'wr, but as he said lie was only going to send a' 
boat on board, and as they were preparing to return the 
fire, it was supposed an artifice to gain lime, and orders 
were again given to fire ;— two broadsides more were 
the result, when she struck. Two lieutenants, with 
several midshipmen, went then on board the Chesapeak 
to search for deserters,and after being there three honrs, 
returned wilh four, three belonging to the Melampus, 
and one to the Halifax ; the latter is the fellow who 
abused Lord. J. Townshend at Norfolk. Commodore 
Barron wrote to Captain Humphreys, saying, that he 
considered the Chesapeak as his prize, and that he was 
ready to deliver her up to any person authorised to re- 
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ccive her. Caplain Humphreys replied, that he had 
executed the orders of the commander in chief, he had 
nothing more to do with her ^ that he must fbrkliwith joia 
the rest of the squadron, and that he not only lamented, 
most sincerely, the necessity that compelled him to vi- 
olent measures^but that if he cooid rendec the Chesa* 
peak any service, he would cheerfully do it. In short. 
Captain Humphreys has conducted himself throughout 
the whole of this unpleasant transaction, in the most 
praise-wodhy manner, as an officer and gentleman. He 
has more humanity in. his composition than most of 
mankind ;. you may then, suppose hia feelings were none 
of th« most comibrtable on this occa^^ion. The Chesa- 
peak returned but a few shot ;. they were scarcely pre- 
pared whei> we began, and were thrown into such con* 
fusion that the greatest part of the people deserted their 
quarters. . 

" The number of men killed on board the Chesapeak,, 
according to their own statement, was six, and twenty* 
three wounded. 

'< Twenty-six shot went thrtogh the hul^ seven be- 
tween wind and water; the sails were completely 
riddled, and I have not a doubt, but thai in ten minutes, 
nore she would have gone dtfwn ;. the sea being sa 
smooth every shot told after the first broadside, which 
was chiefly at the rigging. 

" Commodore Barron was slightly wounded in the 
leg by a splinter — he behaved in the coolest way i ma* 
ginable, and stood in the open gang-way tite greatest 
part of the time/' 

Inconsequence of this action, which was provoked 
by the roi^conducl of the Americans, the government 
of the United Stales affected to feel extremely sore; and 
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Mr. JefTerion, (he president, wh« has always been 
distinguished by a spirit of hustility against this country^ 
issued the following proclamation : — 

" During the wars which, for some time, have un- 
happily prevailed among the powers of Europe, the 
United States of America, firm in their principles of 
peace, have endeavoured by justice, by 'a regular dis^ 
charge of all their national and social dutieit, and bjr 
every friendly office their situation has admitted, to main- 
tain, with all the belligerents, their accustomed relations 
oF friendship, hospitality, and commercial ialercourse.' 
Taking no^iartinthc questions which anio:ate these 
powers against each other, nor permitting themselves to 
entertain a wish but for the general restoration of peace^ 
they have obsisrved, with good faith, the neutrality they 
assunfed, and tliey beh'eve that no instance of a depar- 
ture from its duties, can be justly impuleil to themi)y 
any nation. A free use of their harbours and walerp, 
the meap.g of refitting and refreshment, of succour to 
their sick and suffering, have, at all times^ and on equal 
principles, been extended to all, and this too amidst a 
constant lecurrence of acts of insubordination to the laws, 
of violence to the persons, and of trespasses on the pro- 
perty of our citizens, committed by odicers of one of the 
belligerent parlies received among us. In truth Ihesa 
abuses of tbe laws of hospitality have, with few excep- 
tions, becofhe habitual to the conmanders of the Brit- 
ish armed ressels hovering on our coasts, and frequent- 
ing our hai hours. They have been the subject of re- 
peated representations to their governnjent. Assurances 
have beenlgiven that proper orders sliould restrain them 
within the limits of the rights and of tbv respect dae to 
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a friendly nation ; but those orders and assurances have 
been without effect ; and no instance of punishment for 
past wrongs has taken place. At length, a deed tran- 
scending all we have hitherto seen, or suffered, brings 
the public sensibility to a serious crisis, and our forbear* 
ance to a necessary pause. A frigate of the United 
States, trusting to a state of peace, and leaving her har- 
bour on a distant service, has been surpriied and attack- 
ed by a firitish vessel of superior force, one of a squa- 
dron then, lying in our waters and covering the trans- 
action, and hat been disabled for service, with the loss . 
of a number of men killed and wounded. 

" This enormity was not only without provocation 
or justifiable cause, but was committed with, theavovi'ed 
purpose of taking by- force, from a ship^of warof. the 
United Slates, a part of her crew, and tha* no circum- 
stance might.be wanting to mark its character, it had 
been previously ascertained that the seamen demanded, 
were natives of the United Slates. Having effected his 
purpose, he returned to anchor with his squadron 
within our jurisdiction. Hospitality under such cir- 
cumstances, ceases to be a duty; and a continuance of 
it, with such uncontrolled abuses, would tend only, by 
multiplying injuries and irritations, to bring on a rup- 
ture between the two nations. This extreme resort is 
equally opposed to the interests of both, as it is to assur- 
ance of the roost friendly dispositions on the part of the 
British government, in the midst of which this outrage 
has been committed. In this light the subject cannot 
but present itself to that government, and strengthen 
the motives to an honourable reparation of the wrong 
which has been done, and to that effectual controul of 
its naval commanders, which alonecan justify the go* 
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vernmeni of (he United Slates in the exercise ofihcHe 
hospitalities it is now constrained to discontinue. 

" In consideration of these circumstances, and of the 
right of every nation (o regulate its own police^ to pro- 
vide for its peace and for the safety- of its citisens, and 
consequently to refuse the admission of armed vessels 
into its harbours or waters, either in such numbersi or 
of such description, as are inconsistent with these, or 
with the maintenance of the authority of the laws, I have 

m 

thought proper, in pursuance of the authorities specially 
given by law, to issue this my Pfclamatiw, hereby re- 
quiring all armed vessels bearing commissions onder (he 
government of Great Britain, now within the barl)Ours 
or waters ofthe United States, immediately and withool 
any delay to depart from the sane, and interdicting 
the entrance of all the said harbours and waters to the 
said armed vessels, and to all others bearing cymmis-- 
fions under the authority of the Britisb government. 

" And if the said vessels, or any of them, shailfaiLto 
depart as aforesaid, or if they or any others, so inter* 
dieted, shall hereafter enter the harbours or waters 
aforesaid, I do, in that case, forbid ail intercourse witb 
them, or any of them, their officers or crew, and do 
prohibit all supplies and aid from being furnished to 
them, or to any of them^ 

*' And I do declare and make known, that if any per* 
SOB from, OF within the jurisdictional limits ofthe Unit- 
ed States, shall afford any aid to any such vessels, con- 
trary to the proliibition contained in this proclamation, 
either in repairing any such vessel, or in furnishing her, 
her officers or crew, with supplies of any kind, or in 
any manner whatsoever, or if any pilot shall assist in na- 
vigating any of the said armed vessels, unless U he for 
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ihe purpose of carrying ihem, in Ihe firsl instance, be- 
yond the limits and jurisdiction of the Unked States* 
or unless it be in the case of a vessel forced by distress, 
or charged with public despatches, as herein after pro- 
vided ior, such person or persons shall, on conviction, 
suffer all the pains and penalties by the laws provided 
lor in such offences. And I do hereby enjoin and re- 
quire all persons bearing office, civil or military, within 
or under the authoiity of the United States, and ail 
others, citisens or inhabitants thereof, with vigilance 
and promptitude to exert their respective authorities, 
and to be aiding and assisting to Ihe carrying this 
proclamation, and every part thereof, into full efiect. 

" Provided, nevertheless, that if such vessels shall be 
forced into the harbours or waters of the United Stales, 
by distress, by the dangers of the sea, or by th&.^arsuit 
ot an enemy* or shall enter them charged with dispatches 
or business from their government, or shall be a public 
packel for the conveyance of letters and dispatches the 
comraandiog officer immediately reporting his vessel 
to the collector of the district, stating the object, or 
causes of entering the said harbours or waters, and con- 
forming himself to the regulations in that case prescrib* 
ed under the authority of the laws, shall be allowed the 
benefit of such regulations respecting repairs, supplies, 
stay, intercourse, and departure, as shall be permitted 
under the same authority. 

" In tesiimuny whereof, i have caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed to these presents, aiSd signed 
the same. 

" Given at the city of Washington, the second day of 
July, in the )ear of our Lord, one thousand eight hun- 
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dred and seven, and of (he sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the United Stales the thirty-first. 

ISeal} " Th. jEhFER^ON. 

" By the President, 
James Madison, Secretary of Stale/' 

At New York, on the very day that the above pro- 
clanoalion was issued^ a general meeting of the citizens 
was holden ('Similar to others which had been convened 
at Norfolk, Portsmouth, Hampton, &;c.) at which the 
following resolutions were passed : — 
- " Having received, wiih the most lively indignation,, 
authentic information that on the 22d uU. an attack un* 
warranted by the known usages of nations, and in viola- 
tion of our national rights, was made off the Capes of 
Virginia, on the United States Frigate Chesapeak, Com- 
modore Barron, by his Britannic Majesty's armed ship 
the Leopard^ Captain Humphreys, the citizens of New 
York, assembled in general meeting, deem it to be their 
duty to express their opinions on this firesh outrage offered 
totheirnational sovereignty by thenavy of Great Britain* 

*' Resolved, That it is, and has been the policy of our 
government, and the wish, because it is the interest of 
our citizens, to be at peace with all the world. 

" Resolved, That alftfough we cherish peace with 
the greatest sincerity, yel that we hold ourselves ready, 
at the call of our government, to resist all infringements 
of oor national rights, and violation of our national honour. 

" Resolved, That we consider the dastardly and un- 
provoked attack made on the United States armed ship 
Chesiiprtak, by his Britannic Majesty's ship Leopard, to 
he a violation of our national rights, as atrocious as it is 
unprecedented. 
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*' Resolved, That we are deterihined to maintain (he 
rights and dignity of our country with our lives and for- 
tunes, and that we will support our government in what-* 
ever measures it may deem necessary to adopt, in the 
present crisis of affairs. 

'' Resolved, That whatever differences of opinion 
may exist among us on our merely local concerns, yet 
that we love our country, and will cordially unite in re* 
sisting the attempts of any nation to invade our rights^ or 
tarnish our national honour. 

" Resolved, That the offending ships at Hampton 
Roads have wantonly violated the laws of, and forfeited 
their title to, national hospitality. 

*' Resolved, That we highly approve the spirited and 
patriotic conduct of our fellow-citizens at Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, and Hampton. 

" Resolved, That we deeply lament the death of 
those of our fellow-citizens who fell, and sincerely sym- 
pathise with those who were wounded on board the Che- 
sapeak. " De Witt Clinton, Chairman. 

" Jacob Morton, Secretary." 

The proceedings of tlie populace, at Norfolk, were 
particularly violent and vindictive. The British consul 
at that port was prevented from executing the duties of 
bis ofBce, and was not even permitted to hold any com- 
munication with his Majesty's ships at the anchorage; 
in consequence of which, the following letter was 
addressed by Captain Douglas, of the Bcllona, to the 
mayor of Norfolk : — 

" His Mafest/s ship BeUma^ Hampton Roads, 

y»^3, 1807. 

«• Sir,— I beg leave to represent to you, that having' 
observed in the newspapers a lesolution, made by a 
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committee on the S9th ult. prohibiting any communica- 
tion between'hi* Britannic Majesty's consul at NorFoIkt 
and his ships lying at anchor in Lynhaven Bay, arid (his 
being a meanire extremely hostile, not only in depriv- 
ing the British consul from discharging the duties of 
his office, but, at the same time, preventing me from ob- 
taining that information so absolutely necessary for hit 
Majesty's service^ I am, therefore, determined, if this 
infringement is not immediately annulled, to prohibit 
every vessel, bound either in or out of Norfolk, to pro-' 
ceed to their destination, until 1 know the pleafure of 
my government, or the commander in chief of the sta- 
tion. You must be perfectly aware, that the British 
flag never has, nor will be insulted with impunity* 
You must also be aware, that it has been, and it still in 
my power, to obstruct the whole trade of the Chesapeak. 
since the late circum^ance, which I desisted from, trust- 
ing that general unanimity woald be restored. Jlespect- 
iog (he circumstances of (he deserters, lately apprehend- 
ed from the'United States frigate Chesapeak, (hat, in ray 
opinion, must be decided between (he two governments'^ 
ahne. It, therefore, rests with the inhabitants of Nor- 
folk either to engage in war or remain on terms of 
peace. 

'* Agreeably to my intentions, I have proceeded to 
Hampton Roads, with the squadron under my commaDd* 
to wait your answer, which I trust you will favour me 
with without delay. 

'' I have the honour to be. Sir, . 
*^ Your obedient humble «ervant, 

"J. L. Douglas." 

'^ 2i Richard Lte, Esq. Mayw (f 

N^rfoH, Virginia:' 

I 
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" P. S. I enclose you t«vo letters, directed to the 
British consui at Norfolki which you will be plesied to 
ibrivard him. 

'' J. E- D.*' . . 

The mayor convened the recorder and aldermen^ 
wlien the following answer was agreed on, and ordered 
to be sent :— - 

'* Sir, — I have. received your menacing letter of yes* 
terday. The day on which this answer is written, 
ODght of it self to prove to the. subjects of your soi'ereign 
that Ihe American people are not to be intimidated by 
menace, or induced to adopt any measures, except by 
a sense of their perfect propriety. Seduced by the false 
show of security, they may be sometimes surprised 
and slaughtered, while unprepared to resist a supposed 
friend : that delusive security is now, however, passed 
for ever. 

'' The late occurrence has taught ui to con5de our 
safety no longer to any thing but our own force. We 
do not seek hostility, nor shall we avoid it. We are 
prepared for the worst you may attempt, and will do 
whaie\rer shall be judged proper to repel force, whenso- 
ever your e0Qrts ^a\\ render mny act of ours necessary. 
Thus much for the threats of your letter, which caix be 
considered in no pther light than as addressed to the 
supposed fears of our citizens. 

"In answer to any part of if, which is particularly 
addressed to me, as (he first judicial officer of this bo- 
rough, 1 have but to say, that )ou must be aware, thai 
the jiuliviary of no country pos^e^scs any other powers 
Jhun those conferred upon ii bv the law. 
'vol VI. ^ I. 
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* •• The same chanpel through which you have derived 
the intelh'gence slated by yourself, must have also an* 
nounced to you, (hat the act of which you complain 
is an act of individuals, and not of the government. 

" If (his act be wrong and illegal, the judiciary of (his 
country, whenever the case is properly brought before 
ft, will take care to do its duty. A( present it hath no 
judicial informatiurr of any outrage on the laws^ and 
therefore will not act. 

" If you, Sir, please toconsider this act of individuals 
as a measure extremely hostile; and shall commence 
hostility without waiting the decision ofoor two gO« 
vernments, aUhough yon yourself «ack no wledge that it 
properly belongs to them alone to decide, the inhabi- 
tants of Norfolk will conform .to your example, and pro- 
tect themselves against any lawless aggression which 
may be made upon their persons or property ; they 
therefore leave it with you, either to engage in a war, 
or to remain on terms of peace until the pleasure of our 
respective governments shall be known. 

" Your le((erp, directed to the British consul of this 
place, have been forwarded to him. 

" I have the honour to be. Sir, 
*' Your most obedient servant, « 

" Richard E. Lee, Mayor,** 
** To John E, LkuglaSi Esq, commanditig 
his Britannic Majesty s ships in 
Hamilton Roads!* 

The bearer of the above letter, made (he following 
report to ihe mayor o( Norfolk, respecting the in- 
terview which he had with Captain Douglas : — 
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NarJlIi.JuJ'yS, 1807. , 
•*Sir, — In pursuance of your request, I this day wei^ 
down to the British squadron lying in Hampton Roadv 
for the purpose of delivering the letter with which I wa^ 
charged to Captain Douglas. On arriving along-side of-, 
his ship the Bellona, I was invited on hoard, and re- 
ceived by Captain Dougla^i himself at the gang-way, 
and conducted to his cabin, where I found assembled all 
the captains of his squadron. I immediately informea 
him, that you had yesterday received a letter from hinvy 
the answer to which I had been requested to deliver, and 
placed it in his hand. He read the letter very atten- 
tively, and then handed it to Captain Hardy, from whom 
it passed to the other captains in succession. When 
they had all perused tt. Captain Douglas observed to • 
mej ' I presume. Sir, you are acquainted wiih the con- 
tents of this letter ;' I told him I was perfectly so. H« 
then stated that his letter must have been misappse* 
bended, that it contained noexpression of menace which 
he recollected, and that certainly it wa3 not his inten- 
tion to use language which could be construed to con* 
vey such ideas. He referred to Captain Hardy, say- 
ing, that he had shewn him the letter previously to its 
being sent, and had requested his opinion as to its senti- 
ments. Captain Hardy concurred with Captain Doug- 
las in the opinion and ohjec't> of the communication. I 
then remarked to them the particular expre^^sions in the 
letter, which I considered as the language of threat, and 
adverted to the circumstance of the words * immediately 
annulled,' being underscored. He said, that this under- 
scoring mu<t have been done by his clerk, without l^s 
direction, and hnd e-caped his observation; but again 
as<«ured me, upon his honour, that if any expression 

i-2 
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in the letter wore (he appearance of a threat, il inras not 
lo be so understood. 

* " Captain Douglas next adverted to the conclusion 
of the letter, in which the alternative of peace or Mar is 
left to himself. He said upon this subject, that he had 
no orders to commit any act of hostility, and that their 
was no man from ^rhose intention or wishes such an ob^ 
jf ct -was more remote ; (hat he was anxious to preserve 
Ihe relations of amity which had existed between the 
two governments, and that no act of his should tend to in- 
terrupt (heir harmony^ unless he was ordered by his su* 
periors to perform such acts, in which case, as an oflScer^ 
he must do his duty. He repeat^, however, that ht 
bad at present no such orders, nor did he expert to re^ 
ceive such. He stated, (hat he had' it in his charged gc^ 
nerally, to guard his flag, afid those under its protec(i6ri| 
from insult or assault of any kind, and that this ih all 
situations he must unqaestiohably do; but that afi^ 
further measure he was not at present authorised^ ncir 
was it his intention to take. I here stated to htm the 
many insulting menaces which had been coranfluhicated 
in Norfolk, as coming from him. He positively denied 
ever having uttered any such ; declared, if Ihey had 
beep u'^ed by any of his officer*, that they were unau- 
thorised, and disapproved of by him, remarking, at the 
same time, that he hoped all who knew him, would do 
him l-he justice to believe, that he vias not in the hatil 
of using the language of threat. He here too again re- 
ferred to all the officers to sav, if lhe> bad ever heard 
him at anytime, even while speaking confidently to 
them, utter such expressions j and they united in de- 
claring Hiai they had not, 
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" A desullor)^ conversaiion (hpn took place between 
Captain Douglas, the other captains, and myself, whiiti 
continued nearly an hour, in the course of which many, 
remarks were made, which had no reference to the 
subject of your letter, or were in any way connected 
with it. These, Sir, I have already communicated to 
yourself, and to all my fellow citizens wiih whom I. 
have converged upon this subject ; but as they are not 
connected with the subject of your letter, I presume it 
would be unnecessary again to datail ihem here. In: 
the course of this conversation, I described to them, as- 
wt-II as I was able, the sentiment which universally pre- 
vailed through the country at this lime, the cause from 
whence it proceeded, and the effects it would produce,, 
provided any efHtrts on their part should be made to op* 
pose the public resolves^ as- to intercourse or supplies.. 
1 explicitly declared, that we had as yet received no< 
authority.from our goverpment to proceed to acts of ag-- 
gression, but that, we were authorised, and were pre*< 
pared for defence, and for the protection of ourselves- 
and property; to prove which, I placed in the hands. 
of Captain Douglas, an extract from the letter of Go* 
vernor Cabel, to Brigadier- General Maihews, which li 
had made for that purpose.. I concluded by warning; 
him again not to send any of his otticers or peop|||ron> 
shore ; for ihat if he did, (he arms of the civil authority, . 
I'dtd not believe, would he al>.le to protect them from i 
the vengeance of an enraged people ; ihat ihis-might; 
lead to consequences which might possibJy.be yet averts - 
ed ; and if he was sincere in the. sentiments he had ex*» 
pressed, .be wouU be anxious to prevent such results.. 
Captain Douglas and.aU.:tbe captain&r declared, (hat* 
they were aware of the present statf of tbc public, feel-- 

I..3 
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ingft; and deplored ihe circumstance which had exciled 
it ; that they did not intend to expose any oftheir people 
to the resentment of ours, whioh they could conceive 
was highly inflamed ; that as to supplies they did hot 
want at piesent, but when they did, they should not at* 
tempt to procure ihem in any way which would ex- 
cite the opposition of the citizens of this country. ' 

'• Opon this the subject of intercourse, hie did not 
expect to hold any with the people of ihis country, nor 
ivas there any occasion for it. He onfy wislied to be 
permitted freely to communicate With the accredited 
officer of his government here, who had been formeily 
received and recognized by our executive, and whose 
functions he presumed none but the govemmervl had a 
right to put down. As lo (he particular manner in which 
this communication might be carried on, it was a mat- 
ter quite indifferent to him. He had no objection to 
that being regulated by ourselves, in aiiy way whic«h 
is judged proper, and that he would certainly pursue the 
mode which niight be suggested as most agreeable to u§> 
provided the channel of communication was kept free 
and open. To this I stated, that I had no aathoritj 
from any person lo enter into any engagement with 
him : but that as an individual I would state, Ihatll^e 
]elten he had forwarded under cover (o you had been 
safiefy delivered, and that therefore, I presumed any 
other di>patches of a like kind would be treated in the 
same way. But upon this subject, I could only refer 
him to you and your associates for information. He 
then stated that he would to-day write an answer to 
your letter, which he would forward as before, and I left 
his ship. Captain Douglas again repeating the mbfilance 
oli what I have already stated. 
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" From ihe mbiiient I approached the Beltona, (o that 
on which I left her, my treatment from Captain Douglas, 
and all his ofiicers, was marked by as nuich attention,, 
politeness, and respect, as any gentleman ever received 
from others. My particular friend Mr. James Taylor,, 
jun. accompanied me on board the British ship, for rea- 
sons that will at once suggest themselves to you, when 
you remember ihe delicate and embarrassing situation 
in which I might bc| placed. He remained on board 
the whofe time with me, and was a witness to every 
thing which passed. I have read tu him this communi- 
caiion,^ir, in order.to ascertain if my recollection wat 
corre'ci, And h^ accords with me in every statement here 
made. 

'* I have forwarded a copy of this letter fo the go* 
vernor of Virginia, and to the Federal Executive, be- 
lieving that at this time it is the duty of every citizen 
to keep his governrnent well informed of every thing 
which may be useful. 

" 1 am, respectfully. Sir, 

«• Your roost obedient servant, 

"L. W. Tazewe-ll."* 
•' To RicJiard E. Lee, Esq, Ma^r ^ the 
BorwghofSotfolkJ' 

The subjoined letter from Captain Douglas, is in' 
reply to the Mayor of Norfolk's communication of Jul^ 
' the 4ih : — 

*• His Majesty s ship EeUona, Haihpton Roads, 
the Wthqfjufy, 1807. 
'' Sir,*— I have the honour to acknowledge the ttceipi 
6t your letter of the itb instant, in dnsWer to mine of the 
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preceding day» requesting Ihat the British consul mi^ht 
be reslored to his powers. 

" As every circumstance relative to the above com- 
munication was so fully discussed in presence of the 
gentlemen deputed by the magistracy of Norfolk, as 
bearers of your dispatch, have only in addition tore- 
mark, that as far as I am individually concerned, every 
exertion shall be used that I can, consistent with the 
honour and dignity of the British flag, tend to an ami- 
cable termination, 

" I have the honour to be. Sir, 
" Your obedient humble Servant, 

"J. £. Douglas/^ 
" To Richard E. Lee, Esq. Mayor of the 
Borough of Norfolk, Virginia/' 

Subsequently to <be above, several of the deserters, 
who were taken out of the Chesapeak, were tried and 
convicted on the clearest evidence.- 

These proceedings were mentioned in both Houses 
of Parliament ; and a negociation immediately ensued 
between the British and American ministers, in Lon« 
don. In consequeiice, how^ever^ of some difiSculties 
which presented themselves, it was found expedient to- 
* send Mr. Rose, junior, on a special mission to the go- 
▼•rnment of the Uni led States. In ihe mean lime,. the 
Anierican rabble continued its inflammatory exertions,, 
and adopted every mode, within its reach, of sowing 
ditsentipn, and of instigating nmUny.among'^t the seamen, 
of the Briti<<h = 8hips.. A,mutiny« which had broken out^ 
on board of the Jason was thus mentioned, in a letter 
ftom Halifax, of the lj6th of September ;-r.<' His Majesn 
Ijf's ship Jasofthas airived from New York, under very. 
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Onpleasant cifcafnstance!!. While \ying there, when 
the captain went on shore (it was obliged to be done ii^ 
disguise, and by nighi) having occasion lo send a lieu* 
tenant on shore, the moment the boat landed, the Ame* 
rican rabble invited the crew to desert, by saving, " Df> 
you want your liberty ? now is your time, you are in the 
land of liberty !" in consequence of which the crew im- 
mediately left the boat: The officer attempted lo inti- 
midate them by drawing a pistol upon them, but 
was immediately surrounded by the mob, and had it 
not been for the interference of a captain in the Amern 
can navy, he would have been tarred and feathered ; he 
however, escaped unhurt. Alter this, a still morfe 
ttrtpleasant affair occurred ; a mutiny broke out atnoh^ 
the crew of the Jasbil. They put on the ^rallng^; 
placed shot boxies upon them to prevent the officers 
from coming up, afid rushed aft to lower llie boats 
down, in order to desert. Fortunaloiy the oilicers forced 
their way tb the deck, in spite of the precautions takdtl 
to prevent them; and lipon the first lieutenant making 
some thrusts at them'wi(h d boarding piker, and th^ 
other officers gettiilg possession of the small arms, they 
Were obliged 16 retreat belov^, and surrender. Forty* 
five were put in irons, and they are noi^ here for 
trial."— 

With the view of conciliating the Americans, Admi* 
ral Berkeley* was recalled from his command on that 
toast, and Sir J. B. Warren was sent out to succeed 
him. A proclamation was also is^ueid by the Biriti^ii 
government, for recalling and prohibiting seamen from 
serving foreign princes and states ; a measure which 
occasioned considenble dissatisfaction at home, in con- 
scquonee of a cerfditi objectionable passage which the 
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proclamation conlained. The objeclionablc patsage 
related (o the order, for his Maj( .styN captains^ reasler-s 
&c. to claim SMch natural born subjects of Great Brilain> 
as might be serving on board toreign 8hip!« of war, in a 
state of amity with us; and, in case of refusal, Co trans- 
mit a statement of the same to the British ministers re- 
siding at the seat of government of the state so refusing, 
or to the Admiralty at home. It was contended, that 
the order for this circumlocutory mode of proceeding 
was an absolute abandonment of the riglU of search, aqd 
a complete disavowal of the propriety and justice of the 
proceeding under Admiral Berkeley. Without dwelling 
upon iYie particularity of the case of the Leopard and 
Chesapeake, or on its total want of precedent, we mutt 
insist, that the conduct of Admiral Berkeley was in tbo 
strictest conformity not only to the maritime/laws 4>f 
England, but to the laws of every maritime power in 
the world. Admiral Beikeley did not claim the r^i^ 
qf search, as an exclusive right ; but in his official orders^ 
expressly observed, that *' if a similar demand should 
be made by the American, he is to be permitted to search 
for any deserters from their service, according to the cmP' 
torn and usage qf civilized nations in amity with each 
other,*' Thi< as we have just observed, was in the 
strictest conformity to maritime law. Amongst various 
claims of power, jurisdiction, and of the authority of the 
Lord High Admiral, we find the following statement 
of demand and.admission : — *' The Lord High Admiral^ 
by virtue of the authority he derives from the Crown, 
mai/ and doth require the commanders of our ships of 
war, to demand seafaring men, who are natural born 
subjects, from foreign ships, and upon refusal (which is 
a palpable injury to the prince whose subjects they are) 
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to take them bifjorce. This is an undoubted right of aU 
maritime princes whatsoever, and haih been an ancient 
custom/' The justice and legality of Admiral Berkeley V 
conduit is therefore, clearly established ; and any ces- 
sion of the " undoubted'' right here described, is a 
deterioration of the rights and respectability of the 
country. 

In the course of the year, several orders in council 
were issued by the British government, in counteraction 
of Buonaparte's decree, by which he had malevolent)}', 
but inefficiently, declared this country to be in a state 
of blockade. The substance of these orders was, 
that no vessel should be permitted to trade from one 
port to another, both which ports should belong to, or 
be in the possession of, France or her allies, or should be 
so far under their contract, as that British vessels might 
not freely trade thereat, on pain of being seized and 
^condemned as lawful prize. 

The Americans affected to take great umbrage at 
these orders ; though, with a spirit of singular hostility 
towards the trade of this country, th^y had, before they 
were aware of their existence, laid jin embargo upoj 
their own shipping, thus virtually suspending all com- 
munication with England. It is deserving of notice too, 
that the English orders, by their operation, were not 
levelled particularly against the commerce of ihe Ame- 
ricans; but were adopted merely for the purpbse of 
counteracting the French decree, which, in its nature 
and operation, bore considerably harder on the subjects 
of the United States. These orders, however, have 
long formed a bone of contention between the two go- 
vernments. 
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During <he summer, a very formidable expedition 
was assembled at Yarmouih ; (be object of which, was 
to secure the Danish Beet, at Copenhagen, and to pre* 
vent it from falling into the hands of the French* Up 
wards of eighty ships were collected, and all Ihe trans- 
ports had as many flat- bottomed boats on board as they 
could stow. About 20,000 troops were also emberkeJ^ 
under (he command of Lord Cathcart. The naval part 
of the service was placed under Admiral Gambter, 
Vice Admiral Stanhope, Rear Admiral EssinglOD, Sir 
Home Popham, (captain of the fleet) Commodore Sir 
Samuel Hood, and Commodore Keats. 

Towards (he latter end of July, the following force 
«ailed from Yarmouth on its destination :— 

Prince of Wales 98 Franchise 36 

Pomp^ 80 Leda 38 

Minotaur 74- Survinan(e...^. 36 

Resolution 74 Solebay 38 

Orion .:.... ........ 74- Comus 22- 

Majestic... 74 Cambrian .4. 36 

Oolitah 74 Leveret • ..... 16 

Valiant. 74 Goshawk 16 

Vanguard 74 Alacrity 16 

Thunderer .......... 74 Orestes ............ 16 

Nassau ••••........ 64 Fearless ...... •..,..• 14 

Ruby 64 Minx 14 

Dictator ..i..... 64 Safeguard ...« 14 

Cen*aur ...^ 74 Ariel 14 

Alfred 74 Hyacinth )6 

Agamemnon 64 Halcyon 16 

Agincourt ••• 65 Archer ]4 

Brunswick ••..••.... 74 Urgent J4 

Maida ^.. 74 Cayenne QO 

2 
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Ganges 74 Fury • 12 

Spencer .•....-•. V-l- Acule ....r.- It 

Mars 74. Alert 1^ 

Defence 74- Pinch«r - 14- 

Captalti 74 Tigress •• 12 

Ilercule • 74 Zebra 16 

Hussar - 36 Princess of Wales oulter 

Sybille.... 38 Thunderer 8 

Nyrophe 36 Forward 14 

The whole of the expedition had assembled off F^lsi- 
neur, on the 12th of August, and every disposition was 
made for disembarking the army ; but, the wind not 
allowing the transports to move towards Copenhagen, 
it was not until the evening of the 161h, that they ar- 
rived off Wibeck, a village situated about mid- way be- 
tween Elsineur and Copenhagen, where, on the follow- 
ing morning, the army was disembarked without the 
slightest opposition. Previously to this, however, at 
an interview with the Prince Royal of Denmark, Mr. 
Jackson, the English envoy, had requested to be in- 
formed, whether the D<mish government intended to 
declare fur, or against England; because in (he present 
system of violent measures adopted on the Continent, 
the neutrality of Denmark could no longer be acknow- 
ledged. His Royal Highness made this reply :— *' I 
will consider any power as my enemy., which shall en- 
deavour to make me depart from my neutrality/' And 
having thus delivered his sentiments, the Prince imme- 
diately set off from Kiel for Copenhagen, where he ar- 
rived on the 1 1th of August. It appears that our admi*> 
ral waited the result of Mr. Jackson's mission before he 
commenced his operations. 

VOL. VI. M 



1^4 THK BRITISH TRIDENT; 

No sooner had (he landing of (he (roops been effect- 
ed» than (he British commanders issued the foUowin|; 

Proclamation : — 
"Whereas (he present treaties ofpeace, andthechanges 
of government, and of territory acceded to, and by so 
many foreign powers, have so far increased the influence 
of France on the continent of Europe, as to render it im- 
possible for Denmark, though it desires to be neutral, (o 
preserve its neutrality, and absolutely necessary for those 
who continue to resist the French aggression, to take 
measures to prevent the arms of a neutral power from 
being turned against them. In (his view the King can- 
not regard the present position of Denmark with indif- 
ference j and his Majesty has- sent negociators with 
ample powers to his Danish majesty, to request, in the 
most amicable manner, such explanations as (he times 
require, and a concurrence in such measures, as can 
alone give security against the further mischief which 
the French meditate through the acquisition of the 
Danish navy. 

•* The King, ow royal and most generous master, haf 
therefore judged it expedient to desire the temporary 
deposit of the Damsh ships of ihe line in one of his Ma- 
jesty's ports. 

" This deposit seems (obe so jus4, and indispensibly ne» 
cessary under the relative circumstances of the neutral 
and belligerent powers, that his Majesty has further 
deemed it a duty (o himself and to his people, to support 
l^ demand by a powerful fleet, and by an army amply 
supplied with every preparation necessary for the roost 
determined and active enterprize. 

«< We come, therefore, to your shores, tnbabittnts of 
Zcalund, not as enemies, but in selMefence, to prevent 
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those who have so long disturbed the peace of Europe 
from compelling the force of your navy ^o be turned 
against us. 

"We ask deposit, we have not looked to capture; so 
far from it, the most solemn pledge has been offered to 
your government, and is hereby renewed, in ihe name, 
and at the express command, of the King our master, 
that if our demand is amicably acceded to, evtry ship 
belonging to Denmark shall, at the conclusion of a ge- 
neral peace, be restored to her in the same condition 
and state of equipment as when received under the 
protection of the British flag. It is in the power of 
jour government, by a word, to sheath our swords, must 
reluctantly drawn against you; but if, un the other 
hand, the machinations of France render you deaf to the 
voice of reason, and to the call of friendship, the inno- 
cent blood that will be spilt, and the horrors of a be- 
sieged and bombarded capital, must fall on your own 
beads, and on those of your cruel ac^visers. 

" Hh Majesty's seamen and soldiers when on shore, 
will treat Zealand, as long as your conduct to them per- 
mits it, on the fooling of a province of the most friendly 
power in alliance with Great Britain, whose territory 
has the misfortune to be the theatre of war. 

"The persons of all those who remain at home, and 
who do not take a hostile part, will be ht:ld sacred. 
Property will be respected and preserved, aiid the most 
severe discipline will be enforced. 

•* Every article of supply furnished or brought to mar- 
ket will be paid for at a fair and settled price ; but as 
immediate and constant supplies, especially of provi^ 
sions, forage, fuel and transports, are necessary to all 
armies, it ift well known that requisitious aie UBavoid« 
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able, and must be enforced. Much convenience must 
arise to the inhabilanis, and much confusion and loss to 
them will be prevented, if persons in authority are 
found in the several dislricls to whom requisitions may 
be addressed, and through whom claims of payment 
may be settled and liquidated. 

" If such persons are appointed, and discharge their 
rfuty without meddllncr in mailers which do not con- 
cern them, they shall be respected, and all requisitions 
shall be addressed to them through the proper channels 
and departments of the navy and army ; but as forbear- 
ance on the pal t of the inhabitants is essential to the 
principal of these arrangements, it is necessary that all 
manner of civil persons should remain at their respec- 
tive liabitations; and any peasants or other persons 
found in arms, singly, or in small troops, or who may 
be guilfy of any act of violence, must expect to be 
troaied wllh rigour. 

** The government of his Dimish inajestyhaving hither- 
to refused to treat this matter in an amicable way, part 
of the army has been disembarked, and the whole force 
has assumed a warlike altitude ; but it is as yet not 
too late for the voice of reason and moderation to 
be heard. 

" Given in the Sound, under our hands and seals this 
1 6lh day of August, 1 807. 

<' (Signed) James Gambier. 

*' Cathcart." 

To prevent any reinforcements, or supplies, fromht* 
ing thrown into Zealand, or the contiguous islands, Ad- 
miral Gambier found it expedient to surround them 
with his shipping, and to declare them in a state of 
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blockade. In the mean lime, Ihe siege of ihe Danish 
capital had been commenced ; into the military details 
of which, however, neither our limits, nor the nature 
of the present work, will permit us to enter. Under 
the date of August 23, Admiral Gambier, in his journal 
of the proceedings, says : — '*' The battery on the left 
iwing of the army (which is calculated to defend its ad- 
vance from the annoyance of gun- boats) being completed 
and mounted with thirteen twenty-four pounders, the 
construction of mortar batteries, under cover of the 
fkbove, are in progress. The enemy observing lhe<e 
movements, appeared yesterday to be collecting their 
praams and gun-boats near the harbour's mouth, in 
preparation for a powerful attack on our works. Out 
advanced squadron continuing in their position for de- 
fending the operations on shore, were, about ten A. Mt. 
attacked by three praams (carrying each twenty guns) 
and a con<«iderable number of gun-boats (<aid to be 
more than thirty), in addition to the ^re from the Crown ^ 
battery, floating., batteries, and block ships, which wat 
continued for more than four hours. The fire wasi re^ 
turned with greai spirit from the squadron, and some at* 
^empts were made to throw Mr. Cimgreve's rockets, but 
the distance was- too great to produce much effect from 
them. About two P; M. the gun brigs which wero 
farthest advanced, not being able to make any impres* 
aioo against so vast a force were ordered to retire, and 
the firing ceased." — On the 24-1 h, in consequence of th« 
general success of the operations, the works which had 
been previously constructed were abandoned, and a po* 
sition taken nearer to the town. It is only from this pe- 
riod that the siege more regularly commenced. Witb- 
in,tcven days after, all the preparations for the attac 
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were completed; and on (he afternoen of the first of 
September, the following summons was sent to Gene- 
ral Peyman, the Danish Governor : — 

«' Sir, — We, the commanders in chief of his Majesty't 
sea and land forces before Copenhagen^ judge it expe- 
dient at this time to summon yoo to surrender the place, 
for the purpose of avoiding the future effusion of bloody 
by giving up a defence, which it is evident cannot long 
be continued. 

*' The King, our gracious master, used every endea- 
vour to settle (he matter, now in dispute, in the most 
conciliatory manner, through his diplomatic servants. 

" To convince his Danish majesty and all the world, 
of the reluctance with which his Majesty finds himself 
compelled to have recourse to arms, we, the under- 
signed, at this moment, when our troops are before your 
gatesj and our batteries ready to open, do renew to you 
the offer of the same advantageous and conciliatory 
terms which were proposed through his Majesty's mi- 
nisters to your court. If you will consent to deliver up 
the Danish fleet, and to our carrying it away, it sliall bi^ 
held in deposit for his Danish majesty, and shall be re- 
stored, with all its equipments, in as good a state as it 
is received, as soon as the provisions of a general peace 
shall remove the necessity which has occasioned this de- 
mand. 

'' The property of all sorts which has been captured 
since the commencement of hostilities will be restored 
to its owners, amd the union between the United King- 
doms of Great Britain and Ireland, may be renewed. 
But if this offer is rejected now, it cannot be repeated. 
Ihe captured property, public and private^ must then 
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belong to (he caplors ; and (he cUy when (aken, must 
share the fate of conquered places. We roust request 
an early decision, because in (he present advanced po« 
sition oF the troops so near your glacis, (he most prompt 
and vigorous attack is indispensible, and delay would 
be improper. We therefore expect to receive your^de« 
cision by 

'' We have the honour to be, &c. 
'< J. Gam BIER, Commander in Chief of his Majesty's 

ships. 
" Cathcart, Commander in Chief of the arroy/^ 

To this summons, General Peyroan returned the fol* 
lowing answer:-^ 

Co^agen, Se/it. 1, 1807. 
•' My Lords, 

'< Our fleet, oar own indisputable property, we are 
convinced is as safe in his Majest)^'s hands as ever it can 
be in those of the King of England, as our master never 
intended any hostilities against yours. 

"If you are cruel enough to endeavour to destroy 
a city that has not given any the least cause to such a 
treatment at your hands, it must submit to its fate ; but 
honour and duty bid us to reject a proposal unbecom- 
ing an independent power; and we are resolved to repel 
every attack, and defend to the utmost the city and our 
good cause, for which we are ready to lay down our 
lives. 

" The only proposal in my power to make in order to 
prevent further efi^usion of blood, is to send to my royal 
master, for learning his final rtsolutioni with respect to 



149 TBI BaiTrsH tridbkt; 

the contents of your letter, if you will grant a passport 

fer this purpose. I am^ &c. 

•* (Signed) Peyman, Commander in Chief of his 

Dani«h Majesty's land forces.'^ 
** His ExcelJencf Admiral Gamhter, andljard 

Cathcart, Commatulers in Cfurfefthe Briii4h 

tea and land force $-^^' 

Xiord Cathcart returned the following' reply : — 

** Head Qua? ters, before Copenhagen: 
•' September 2^ 1807. 
*' Slr^— It is with great regret that we acquaint you, 
that It is not now in our power to suspend our combined- 
operations during the time necessary for consulting your 
government. 

** We have done the utmost within the limits of our 
authority in offering to you, at this moment^ terms as 
advantageous as those which were proposed to prevent 
• rupture. 

*' We shall deeply lament the destruction of theci(y«. 
if it is injured ;. but we have the satisfaction to reflect, 
that, in having renewed to yGu> for the last time, the of- 
fer of the most advantageous and conciliatory termsi we 
have done our utmost to safe the effusion of blood, and* 
prevent the horrors of war. 

*' We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed); "J. Gamiiek, Admiral, &c« 

** Cathgart, Lieut.-Gen." &c. 
His Excellency Major^General Peytnan, 
Cummander^ in Chief of his Danish 
Majesty's land forces f Copenhagen, 

Accordingly, on the following morning (the 2d) the 
mortar batteries which had been erected by tho army tfi 
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the several positions the^ had taken round Copenhagen^ 

together with the bomb-vessels, which they placed in 

convenient situations, began the botnbardmeni with such 

power and effect, that in a short time the town was set on 

/ire, and by the repeated discharges of our artillery, was 

kept in flames in different places till the evening of the 

5th, when a considerable part of it being consumed, and 

the conflagration having arrived at a great height, 

threatening the speedy destruction of the whole city. 

General Peyman sent out a flag of truce, desiring an ar> 

mistice, to afford time to treat for a capitulation. To 

this request, Lord Cathcart replied in the following 

letter: — 

•' Sir, — The same necessity which has obliged us to 
have recourse to arms, on the present occasion, compels 
me to decline any overture which might be productive 
of delay only ; but to prove to you my ardent desire to 
put an end to scenes which I behold with the greatest 
grief, 1 send an officer who is authorised to receive any 
proposal you may be inclined to make relative to arti« 
cles of capitulation, and upon which it may be possible 
for me to agree to any, even the shortest arsiistice. I 
have the honour to be, &:c. 

(Signed) " Cathcart, Lieut.-General.^ 

Afler some farther correspondence, the Danish gene* 
ral agreed to capitulate, and the following terms were 
agreed to : — 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION, 
Art. I. When the Capitulation shall have been signed 
and ratified^ the troops of his Britannic Majesty are ta 
be put in possession of the Citadel. 
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Art. IL A guard of his Britannic Majesty's lroop» 
shall iikewise be placed in the dock-yards. 

Art. III. The ships and vessels of war* of every de* 
script ion^ with all the naval stores belonging to his 
Danish Majesty, shall be delivered into the charge of 
such persons as shall be appointed by the commanders 
in chief of his Britannic Majesty's forces; and they are 
to be put in immediate possession of the Dock-yards, 
and all the buildings and storehouses belonging thereto* 

Art. IV. The store-ships and transports in the service 
of his Britannic Majesty are to be allowed, if necessary, 
to come into the harbour, for the purpose of embarking 
such stores and troops as they have brought into this 
kland. 

Art. V. As soon as the ships shall have been removed 
from the Dock-yard, or within six weeks from the date 
of this capiiulation, or sooner if possible, the troops of 
his Britannic Majesty shall deliver up the Ci(ade) to the 
troops of his Danish Majesty, in the state in which it 
shall be found when they occupy it. HU Britannic 
Majesty's troops shall likewise, within the before- men* 
tioned time, or sooner if possible, be embarked from 
the island of Zealand. 

Art. VI. From the date of this capitulation, hostilities 
shall cease throughout the island of Zealand. 

Art. VII. No person whatsoever shall be molested, 
and all properly, public or private, with the exception 
of the ships and vessels of war, and the naval stores be* 
fore-raenlloned, belonging to his Danish Majesty, shall 
be respected, and all civil and military officers, in the 
service of his Daniish Majesty, shall continue in the full 
exercise of iheic authority throughout the island of 
Zealand ; and every thing sliali be done which can teod 
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to produce union and harmony between the two 

nations. 

Art. VIII. All prisoners taken on both sides shall be 
uncondiliunaliy restored^ and those officers who are pri* 
soners on parole shall be released from its effect. 

Art. IX. Any English property that may have been 
sequestrated, in consequence of the existing hostilities, 
ihall be restored to the owners. This capitulation shall 
be ratified by the respective commanders in chief, and 
the ratificationfr shall be exchanged before twelve o'clock 
at noon this day. Done at Copenhagen, this 7lh day 
of September, 1807. 

(Signed) Arthur Wellesley. 

Home Pofham. 
George Murray. 
(Signed) (Rattfie par moi) Feyman. 

ji Ust of the Danish Shl^ and Vessels delivered Mf hy the Ca» 

fiiidatim tf Copenhagen to his Majesties forces, September 

7, 1807. 

Christian the Seventh,^ ^6 guns. Weptunc, 84. 
Waldemaar, 84. Princess Sophia Frederica, 7 4. Jus- 
tice, 74. Heir Apparent Frederick, 74. Crown Prince 
Frederick, 74. Fuen, 74. Oc!en, 74. Three Crowns, 
74. Skiold, 74. Crown Princess Maria, 74. Dune- 
mark, 74. Norway, 74. Princess Carolina, 74. Det- 
mar^ken, 64. Conqueror, 64. Mars, 64. 

Friftf/w.— Pearl, 44. Housewife, 44. Liberty, 44. 
Iris, 44.. Rola, 44. Venus, 44. Nyade, t^6. Tri- 
ton, 28. Frederigstein, 2J . JLiUle Bell, 24. Sf . Tho- 
mas, 2?. Fylla,24. Elbe, 20. Eydefen,20. Clock- 
stad, 30. 
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Sm^/.— Sharpe. 1 8. Glommen, 1 8; Ned £1 ven, 1 8. 
Mercurei 16. Courierj 14. Flying Fish. 

Gm' Boats,'— Eleven with two guns in Uie bow. Four- 
teen with one gnu in the bow^ and one in the stern. 

J. Gambibb. 

«« The object of securing this fleet/* observes Lord 
Cathcart, in one ofhis official dispatches, *' having been 
attained, wvrj/ other provision, of a tendency to wound tie 
feelings or irritate the nation has been avoided; and altiiough 
the bombardment and cannonade have made const* 
derable havoc and destruction in the town, not one 
shtt loas fired into it till after it was summoned, with the 
offer of the most advantageous terms ; not a single shot 
after the first indication of a disposition to capitulate ; on the 
contrary, the firing, which lasted three nights, from his 
Majest)':; batteries, was considerably abated on the 
I'd, and was only renewed on the 3d, to its full vigoufy 
on supposing, from the quantity of shells thrown from 
the place^ that there was a determination to hold oat. 
«' On the evening of the 5lh of September, a letter wai 
sent by t!ic Danish general, lo propose an armistice of 
t went \ -("our hours, for preparing an agreement on 
^hicl) articles of capitulation might be founded. The 
armistice was declined, as tending to unnecessary delay, 
and the works were continued ; but the firing was coiat- 
termandcd, and Lieutenant Colonel Murray was sent to 
explain that no proposal of ca pit illation could be listen- 
ed to, uiiless accompanied by the surrender of the 
fleet. 

'* The ratification was exchanged in the course of 
the morning of the 7 lb, and at four in the afternoon of 
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Uie ttiorning of the 7th, and at four in the aflcrno^ti 6t 
the same day, Lieut. Oen. Burrard proceeded to taktf 
possession. 

*' The British grenadiers present, with detachments 
from all the other corps of cavalry and infantry, under 
the command of Colonel Cameron, of (he 79th regiment; 
with two brigades of artillery, marched into the citatfet, 
while Major-General Spencer having embarked his 
brigade at the Kalk Braaderie, landed in the dock-yard« 
and took possession of each of the line of battle ships^ 
and of all the arsenals ; tig Danish guards ibithdrawirig 
when those rfhls Majesty were ready to replace theftt,*?LV\6 proi 
per officers attending to deliver stores as far as invento- 
ries could bdmade up. 

'* The town being in a state of the greatest ferment 
and disorder, I most willingly acceded (o the request 
that our troops should not be quartered in it, and that 
neither officers or soldiers should enter it for some days i 
and, having the command of possession from the cita* 
del, whenever it might be necessary to use it ; / haJm 
chjectitm to leaving the other gates in tfie hands of the iroops of 
his Danish Majesty, together with the police of the place. 

*' We have consented to the re-estabiisbment of the 
port ; but all arrivals and departures are to be at and 
from the citadel. 

** The amount of the garrison of the town is not easily 
ascertained. The regular troops were not numerous ; 
but the number of batteries which fired at the same 
time, together with the floating defences, prove that 
there must have been a very great number of militia 
and burghers, Iviih other irregular forces; and theic 
ordnance was well served." 

This expedition cost Britain, of the navy, about 

VOL. VI. N 
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^jA'enty killed, and forty wounded ; of Ihe rollllary, about 
forty-two killed, one hundred and Ibrty-four wounded, 
and twenty-four missing. 

It may in truth be remarked, that an expedition 
ijQore adequate to its object has seldom been equipped, 
than that which effected the reduction of Copenhagen, 
su)d tlie. capture of the Danish fleet. By this grand 
c«up dc .main of the British government — a stroke by 
which Buonaparte was completely outwitted ;—^we 
wre^ed- from the grasp of ihe enemy eighteen Danish 
ships of the line* mounting from sixty-four to ninety six 
guns each ; three ships of the h'ne, upon the. stocks ;. 
^fiefen fine frigates; six brigs ; twenty-Hve gun-bodts;, 
and an immense quantity of naval stores and ammunition. 

We confess ourselves to be amongst those who regard 
the necessity of the case as a sufficient apology for cue 
conduct. Britain acted on that fir>t principle of our na- 
ture, self-preservation. The question was simply this :. 
'Whether Buonaparte should be permitted to seize upoa 
the Daiii<h fleet, and to employ it in hostile purposes 
against England (as it was proved, from unquestionable 
authority, was his intention) ? or whether, by securing 
that fleet ourselves^ we should deprive him of the means 
of annoying us and insure our own safety ? His Ma- 
jesty's ministers wisely preferred the latter. Yet we 
intended na injury to the Danes. Disclaiming all idea 
6i capture t\i^ solicited only a deposit. The proposal was 
even merciful to the Danes; as, had they acceded ioh,. 
tbejr fleet and naval stores would have eluded the rapa- 
cious grasp of Buonaparte and have been safely restored 
to tbem at the conduction of a general peace. 

Guveriiment are known to have received the most 
positive intelligence^ thai Buonaparte had formed a plan 

4 • • I i • 
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for occupying Zealand, and thaij having possessed him- 
self of the Danish navy, it was his intention immediate- 
ly to invade Ireland. In this intention he was happily 
frustrated. We fear, too, that, viewing our maritime 
ascendancy with a jealous eye, the Danes would rather 
have facilitated than thwarted his views. We have a 
right to infer this from their former conduct at the pe* 
riodoflhe Northern Confederacy; and from the un- 
common abundance of stores which were found in their 
arsenals; stores which could not have been amassed 
but from hostile aims. There was something deter- 
mined, also, in their opposition. They extinguished the 
lights of Anhoit, Skagen, ' Fakkeberg, and Litngeland; 
and it ig said, that the Crown Prince gave orders for th^ 
burning of the fleet, rather than that it should be suf- 
fered to fall into the hands of the English. 

The Danes are said to have sustained a loss of from 
five to six thousand in killed and wounded ; the steeple 
of the great church, in Copenhagen, fell in with a tre* 
mendous crash ; eighteen hundred houses were des- 
troyed ; and the conflagration of the town was terrifio 
almost beyond description. 

" Besides the principal church,'^ says an article in a 

foreign journal uf the time, " several streets in the 

northern quarter of the town are mostly In ashes ; there 

is scarcely a house that is not damaged. According to 

report, the bombs, grenades, and rockets thrown intd 

the town, exdusive of the cannon shot;- exceeded two 

thousand in number.^ Fifteen hundred burgher'si and 

inhabitants have lost their lives; and four hundred 

wounded person^, of both sexes, have^ been carried to 

Frederick's Hospital. Notwithstanding this dreadful 

devastation, the courage and valour of the garrison, 

V 2 
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supported by their burghers, can scarcely be described* 
The king's life guard, rooslly composed of ^udcnts, un- 
fier Count Hauch, distinguished themselves to such a 
degree, that the English called them * the corps of 
olEcers.' Their loss consists of sixty killed -and wound- 
ed. 7'he artillery^and the oncers of every description^ 
have done all that could be expected of brave men« 
The commandant, Major-General Peyman^ was woupd'- 
ed by a rousket-ball in the attack upon the Classen 
Garden. Several ofi$cers are dead of their wounds/' 

Nothing, liowev^^r, can prove the rojoderation of the 
English character more dlecidedly than tbe conduct 
which.wfspuf4tted by our conQmanders at Copenhagen. 
1*101^ tb^^Eui^t iBomeat of our landing, the most eflicieiU 
miMSttreis w^e adopted for preventing the oppression 
or injury of individuals; and, no sooner had pur obj^t^ 
Ifn acquiring possession of the fleet and arsenals, been 
mse^opHshed, than affairs were suffered^ as much as pos- 
sible, to revert to their former channels. Were not^qom* 
parisoi)8 odious, we would exultingly exclaim :*--Look 
at the conduct of the British, in the conquest of Gopen** 
hagen, and that of Ae French, in the sul^'ugated terrt« 
lories of the continent ! 

Immediately after the intelligence of the capture 
had arrived in London, directions were seat toCbAlham 
and $heerni3S8 for receiving the Danish fleet at those 
places; the Trinity houses, at London, Hull, and Leilli» 
Yftre ordered to furnish a certain Dumber of masters . 
and pilots, well acquainted with the navigation of the 
north sea«, to pilot them to England; and a prodamar- 
tion was issued by Government, offering an allowance 
of Si. iOs. andable seaman's pay,, to the crews of the 
Qreenlandmen then lately arrived, and to other sailoxs 
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employed in (be .British fisheries/ &c. to induce them 
to proceed to Copenhagen, and to assi«t in navigating 
the ships to this country. It is scarcely necessary to 
add, that a sufficient number was very speedily obtained;- 
and, in doe time, the Danish 'navy was conveyed in 
safety to the shores of Britain. 

■ . • ' ' 

The capture, of tbe Danish frigate, . Fredrickscoam, 
by. the Comus, Captain Peywood, is. one of the extra-' 
ordinary exploits perforiaed on this occasion^ vehich. 
particularly merit notice. T'^^ ^^^ disparity o£ fofce 
bety^^een the two sbip« is'the 6 csL object . wihich must, 
strike the reader. . ?The Fr$derioj(sG04iit had t w«DtyHsix; 
twelve pounders on the main deck ;. four six poupders^- 
and ^ix . twelve pounder carroi\ades> on the quarter^ 
deck and forecastle; and two hundred and. twenSty-sne^ 
men. The Comus had only twenly-twQ:nine:pottDder^' 
on the main deck ; eight twenty 4cuc pounder carrov'' 
nadeSj and two nine pounder carronades, on the quar« 
ter-deck and forecastle, and one hundred and forty^ffve 
men. The Frederickscoam had quitted Elsincur roadt^ 
on the night between ihe ]2th and ISlh.of August; and" 
the Comus, which, with the Defence, had been s^nt in 
pursuit, came up with her on (he night of the lilh. A * 
severe action of forty-five minutes ensued ; - when, the ■ 
two ships. fallijng or) boajrd of each other, the boarders 
from ihe Comus, headed by Lieutenants Watts' and' 
Knight, very gallantly boarded her bow, and finally ob- 
tained possession of her. It is remarkable, that, during 
the contest, the Comus had only one man wounded ; 
white the Frederickscoam had twelve killed, and twenty 
wounded> jieveral of them mortally. 

About the same tiipe that Copenhagen fell, HeIigo« 

N 3 
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doubt of the. urgency of ihe danger, or a.hope of aft ef- 
fectual counteraction to it, in the means, or in the dispo* 
sitions of Denmark. . 

"But his Majest^r could not but recollect,Jhat when, 
at the close of Ihe former war, the court df Denmark 
engaged in a hostile confederacy against Great Britain, 
the apology ofiered by that court for so unjusli6able an 
abandonment of a, neutrality which his Majesty had 
never ceased to respect, was founded on its avowed 
inability to resist the operation of external influ- 
ence> atid the threats of a formidable neighbouring 
power. His Majesty could not but compare the degreq 
of influence^ which at that time determined the decision 
of the court of Denmark, in violation- of positive e^^ 
gagements, solemnly contracted but six months before) 
with the encreased operation which France had now 
the means of giving to the same principle of intimida- 
tion, with kingdoms prostrate ai her feet, and with the 
population of nations under her banners. 

'* Nor was the danger less imminent than certain* 
Already the army destined for the invasion p( Holslein 
vvas assembling on the violated territory of neutral Hamq 
burgh. And Holslein once occupied, the- Island of 
Zealand was at the mercy oi France, and the navy of- 
Denmark at her disposal. 

** It is true, a British force might 'have found its way 
into the Baltic, and checked for a time ibe oooveineiHf oiF 
the Danish marine. . But the season ,was jipproacbing 
when that precaution would no. longer hhve, availed ; 
and when his Majesty's fleet must have relifed frQpi 
that sea, and permitted France, in undisturbejd security, 
to accumulate the means of offence against his Majesty'* 
domiaions. 
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" Yet, even qnder these circuraslances, in calling 
japon Deojnark for the ^atislaction and security which 
his Majegly was compelled to require, and in detpanding 
the only pledge by which that security coal4 be render- 
ed eS^ual — the teniporary possession of that fleet, 
which was the chief inducement of France, for forcing 
Denmark into hostilities with Great Britain; — his Ma- 
jesty accompanied this demand with the offer of every 
ronditjpQ which could tend to reconcile it to the interests 
and to tiie feelings of the court of Denmark. 

'Mi was for Denmark herself to ,§late the terms and 
stipuiatjons whi^h she jnight require. 

" If Denmark was apprehensive that the surrender 
of her fleet woukl be resented by France as an act of 
ppnnivance ; his Majesty had prepared a force of such 
formidable magnitude, ^ must have made concession 
justifiable even in the estimation of France, by render- 
ing resistance altogether noavailing. 

" If Denmark was really prepared to resist the de- 
aaands of France, and to maintain her independence^ 
his Majesty profiered his co-operation for her defence*^-* 
naval, military, and pecuniary aid ; the guarantee of 
her Eluropean territories, and the security and extensioo 
of her cblonial possessions. ^ 

*' That the pword has been drawn in the execution 
of a service indispensibl^ to the safety of bis M^jestyM 
dominions, is matter of sincere and painful regret to his 
Majesty. ^ That the state and circuin stances of the 
world are such as to have required and justifed the 
measure of self preservation, to which his Majesty has 
found himself under the necessity of resortingf is a 
truth which his Majesty deeply d:epIori^s, bat for which 
be is in no degree respoiwible. 
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" His Majesty has long carried on a most unequal 
contest of scrupulous forbearance againist unrelenting 
Violence and oppression. But that forbearance has its 
bounds. When the design was openly avowed, and 
already but too far advanced towards its acconaplish- 
ment, of subjecting the Powers of Europe to one uni* 
versal'usurpation, and of combining them by terror or 
by force in a confederacy against the marilime rights, 
and political e'xistence of this kingdom, it became ne* 
cessary for bis Majesty to anticipate the success of a 
system> not ni ore fatal to his interests than to those of 
the powers who were destined to be th^ itistniments of 
its executioiii ''• ■ '• 

*' It was time that the effects of that dread wliich 
France has inspired into, the nations of the world, should 
be counterat^ed'by an exertion of the power of Great 
Britain, called for by the exigency of (he crisis, and prb« 
portioned to the magnitude of the danger. 

" Notwithstanding the declaration of war on the part 
of the Danish government, it still remains for Denmark 
to determine, whether war -shall conlifiuis between the 
two nations. His Majesty still proffers an amicable ar- 
rangement. He i<< anxious to«heafhe the sword, which 
he has been most reluctantly compelled to draw. Aiid 
he is ready to demonstrate to Denmark and to the 
world, that having acted solely uponjhe sense of what 
uas due to the security of his own dominions*^ heU not 
desirous, from any bthef motive, or for any object X)f 
advantage Or aggrandizement, to carry measures of bos* 
ttlity -beyond the limits'of the necessity which has pro* 
duced.them.** • 

Notwithstanding t^e certain proofs which had been 
obtained, of the decidedly hostile feelings of D^nmafk 
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towards England, the British government kh itself 
bound in honour to evacuate the island of Zealand by 
the 20th of October, agreeably to the letter of the capi- 
tulation, which had been signed in September. The 
following extract from Lord Cat heart's official dispatch, 
of the 2tst of October, will accordingly shew» that the 
agreement was most scrupulously fulfilled :— 

" As no sort of infraction,*' says his Lordship, f pf 
the capitulation had been o^ade by the Danes, who,.on 

the contrary, acted most honourably in the strict and 

/■ . ■ . ■ . 

literal fulfilment of their engagement ; with a view to 
tbe fulfilment of the articles of the <:apitulalion on our 
part, it was decided to- commence the embarkation of 
the army on Tuesday, the 13th ir^taat. 

** Accordingly, on that day, the eight battalions of 
the line of the King's German Legion were embarked 
in the arsenal; and, on the 14(h, the two light batta- 
lions of the King's German Legion, together with Bri* 
gadier- General iviacfar lane's brigade, viz. the 7 th and ' 
Sth regiments of British, which embarked in the same 
ships whic4i brought them firom Hull. These corps, 
with the depot and garrison company of the Legion, 
and the sick and wounded oFihe army, completely oc* 
cupied all the troop ship<, whether for home or foreign 
service, which bad not been appropriated to the con- 
veyance of naval stores, 

"These ships having been removed to the Road, 
were replaced by the horse ships. 

*' On the saque day the advanced posts were with- 
drawn from Kolhaven, Werdenberg, Corsoer Kallen* 
berg, Fredericksberg, Hersholm, and adjacents, and 
proceeding through a chain of cavalry posts, reached 
ihe environs of Copenhagen in three marches^ 
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" The embarkadon of the Royal Artillerj, with the 
field and battering ordnance, having been gradually 
carried on from the Kalk brauderie^ that of the cavalry 
and foreign artillery in the dock-yard, and that of the 
British regiments from the citadel, to the men'ofwar, 
there feYnained on shore, on Sunday aflernoon (he 18(h 
instant, only the brigade of guards, who nioved on that 
day from the palace of Frederieksberg to the Strand near 
Hellerup, with one brigade of British light artillery, thei 
flank Companies of the S2d and 50th regiments, -with 
the 82d regiment, under Major-General Spencer, in the 
arsenal ; and the 4th regiment, with a detachment of 
royal artillery, in the citadel, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wynch, who acted as lieutenant governor; the 4tb, or 
King's own regiment, having been in garrison there the 
whole time. 

'' Lieu tenant- General Sir George Ludlow was ap« 
pointed to command the rear-guard of the army. 

** In the evening of the 18th inst. a gale of wind came 
on which lasted twenty-four hours, and rendered further ' 
embarkation impossible, and any communication from 
the shore with the ships very difficult. ' 

" As soon as it became evident that the evacuatioti 
of the Island on the l^lh was impracticable, a corres- 
pondence took place between the British and Danish 
head- quarters, the result of which left no reason to ap- 
prehend that hostilities would re-commence on either side 
at the expiration of the term, although the Danish Ge- 
neral protested in strong terms, against our retaining 
the citadel, which, on the other hand, it was not judged 
expedient to evacuate. 

" On the 20th, the morning was calm, and, as soon 
jl; it was light, the drums of all his Majesty's regiments 

4 
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•n shore beat the generale; and the dock-yard and har- 
bour being entirely cleared of transports and Briti:<h ves- 
sels, the corps conimanded by Major-General Spencer 
rowed out of the arsenal, under the guns of the citadel, 
and proceeded along the shore to Hellerup, to be in 
readiness to reinforce the Guards. His Majesty's sloop 
Rosamond having been also towed out of the harbour, 
and the King's ships vviihin read) of the Three Crown 
Battery having got under weigh, the 4'tri regiment 
marched out of the citadel, and proceeded to join the 
GQards, covered by its own iflank companies, and by 
piquets of the Guards. 

" As soon as they h^d marched, the bridge was drawn 
up, and the British Forl-AJjulant was sent to the Danish 
head-quarters to acquaint the general that he was at 
liberty to send a guard to lake charge of the citadel ; 
accordingly a small detachment of tlie Royal Artillery, 
and of the 4th regiment, were relieved by a guard of 
Danish troops, and the ordnance inventories and keys 
having been given over to the officers appointed to re- 
ceive them by Major Bodecker, the lbr^-maj(»r, and 
Captain Patterson, of the Royal-Artillery, the British 
detachment embarked with those officers at the Citadel, 
and proceeded to Hellerup. 

*' As soon as the 4th regiment had joined the Guards, 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Ludlow began the em- 
barkation, which was completed with great expediiioty 
and regularity- 

" No troops of the enemy appeared, and there was 
no concourse of inhabitants. People of ail ranks in the 
city, in the villages, and on the public road, were ex- 
tremely civil. Had any disturbance been intended, or 
had any been accidentally excited, the embarkation would 

V#I.k via O 
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have been equally secure from insult, the place selected 
being open and level, and out of the range of fire from 
'Ihe Crown Battery or Citadel, but commanded by his 
Majesty's lightships of war. 

" The brow, or stage itself, from which the troops 
embarked, was judiciously and ingeniously contrived by 
Sir Home Popham, to answer equally the purposes of 
embarkation and defence. 

" A small vessel, a praam, and a floating-battery, 
were fastened successively to each other on the beath ; 
the two first being planked over, and the last beyond 
them having several guns of large calibre prepared for 
action in an oblique direction, and manned by seamen. 

" The flat-boats drew up on the two sides of the 
praam, and the gun- boats, which also received troops, 
were placed beyond the floating-battery ; so that, as 
50on as the brigade of artillery was embarked, the troops 
marched to their boats, and the whole put off to their 
respective ships ; after which the floating-battery and 
praam were destroyed/' 

Admiral Gambler, in his official letter, says : — " In 
the space of six weeks, sixteen sail of the line, nine fri- 
gates, fourteen sloops of war and smaller vessels, besides 
guf)-boats, have been fitted for sea, and all ihe large 
ships laden with masts, spars, timber, and other stores^ 
from the ar«enal, from whence also ninety-two cargoes 
have been shipped on board transports, and other ves- 
sels chartered for the purpose, the sum of whose burthen 
exceeds "0,000 tons. A considerable number of masts 
and spars have been put on board the Leyden and In- 
flexible, which were well adapted for this purpose, and 
same valuable stores on board his Majesty's ships ; nor 
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can I forbear lo remark, that such was Ihd emulalion 
among the several ships oflhe fleet lo which the DanisU 
ships were respectively attached for equipment, that 
wiihin nine days fourteen j^ail of the line were brought 
out of harbour, ahhough some of them underwenf, in 
our hands, considerable repairs. Of the three ships oi> 
the stocks two have been taken to pieces, and the use* 
ful part of their timbers brought away ; and the thirds 
being in a considerable state of forwardness, was sawed 
in various parts, and sufl'ered lo fall over. On a review 
of the whole, I think It may be asserted, without dero- 
gating from the merit of any former service, that the 
characteristic activity of the British officers, seamen,, 
and marines, was never more zealously exerted than oi> 
this occa&ion ;. but 1 must not omit at the same time lo 
inforai their lordships, that a very considerable propor- 
tion, of the labour of the arsenal has been per^formed 
with equal aeal and energy, by large working parties* 
from the army, whose exertions entitle them to the same* 
praise.'* 

The exertions of the officers in this service were not 
passed over unnoticed or unM warded. Lord Cathcart 
was made an English baton and viscount;: Admiral 
Garabier a baron; aiid General Burrard, Admiral Stan-^ 
hope, and General BlomSeld, were advanced to the 
dignity of baronets. 

On the 4th of November, leltersof marque- and re- 
prisal were granted, and a formal declaration of war 
was issued^against D-enmark. 

ft ' 

Previously to (his, however, tliough of couise un- 
known to^tbe British government, the Emperor of Rus- 

02. 
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sia, a(lvoca4ing the cause of (he Danes, bad issued the 

followingDEOLARATION : — 

" The higher \he value in which the Emperor held 
the amily of his Britannic Majesty, the keener the re- 
gret he must feel at the complete alienation of that 
monarch. 

" Twice has the Emperor taken up arms in a cause 
in which the interests of England were more immedi- 
ately concerned : but he has soh'cited to no purpose her 
co-operation to promote the accomplisment of her own 
objects. He did not require she should unite her 
forces with his: he was anxious only she should make 
a diversion in their favour. He was astonished that in 
the furtherance <f her own cause she herself would make 
no exerlion. On the contrary, she looked on a cold 
spcctatrix of the sanguinary theatre of the war, which 
she had herself kiiulle<i, and sent a part of her troops to 
attack Buenos Ayres, Another portion of her aftny, 
which seemed to be destined to make a diversion in 
Italy, finally withdrew from Sicily where it was as- 
sembled. Hopes were entertained that they had taken 
that step, in order to throw themselves on the Neapo- 
litan coast ; but it was soon understood that they were 
employed in taking possession ofE^gypt. 

" But what most sensibly hurt the feelings of bis 
Imperial Majesty^ was, to see that in violation of the 
faith and express stipulations of treatise, England an- 
noyed t4ie maritime trade of his subjects; and at what 
pk * ^ . period was this proceeding adopted ? When- the blood 
•V * of the Russians was flowing in the glorious, batdet 
which accumulatenl and directed against the armies of 
his Imperial Majesty the whole of the military force of 
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his Majesty the Emperor, of the French, with whom 
England was, and still is, at war ! 

" When te Iwo Emperors made peace, his Majesty, 
notwilhstaMiing his just causes of displeasure at the con- 
duct of Epgland, did not, however, refrain from endea- 
vouring to render her services. The Eraperer stipu- 
lated in that very treaty that he should interpose his me- 
diation between England and France; and he accord- 
fy made an ofl^er of that mediation to the King of Great 
Britain, apprising him that it was with a wish to obtain 
honourable conditions for him. But the British ninislrv, 
cfdhering no doubt to the plan that was to dissolve and 
break offall the ti?s between Russia and England, re- 
jected that mediation. 

*' The peace between Russia and France was likely 
to bring about a general peace, but it was at this mo- 
ment that England suddenly awoke from that apparent 
lethargy in which she had slumbered; though it was. 
only to throw- into the north fresh fire-brands, which 
were to rekindle, and have actually kindled, the flamefi 
of a war which she was desirous not to see extinguished. 

" Her fleets, her troops; appeared on the Danish 
coasts, to execute an act of violence of which history, so 
fruitful in examples, records no parallel. 

** A power distinguished for its peaceful and mode-- 
rate conduct, and for a long and unex|lecled course of- 
wise neutrality, and who sustained, amidst surrounding: 
monarchies, a kind of moral digfiity, finds itself treated, 
as if it was engaged in secret plots, and was meditating.^ 
the downfal of England, while the whole of these impu* 
tations were only meant to justify the suddeaand entire- 
spoliation of that power. 

. ^ The EmpecoTf wounded is his clignity, woonded* 

o 3 



162 THE BRITISH TRIDENT ; 

in the aiTbction he feeU for his people, wounded in his 
engagements with the courts of the north, by this act of 
violence committed in the Baltic, a close #ia, the tran- 
quillity of which has so long depended on tlie court of 
St. James's, and is reciprocally gu'aranteed by both 
powers, did not dissemble his resentment against £ng- 
laid, and warned her that he should not remain indiffer- 
ent to such a proceeding, 

'* His Majesty did not foresee, that while England, 
having successfully employed her forces, was on the 
point of seizing on her prey, she would offer a fresh out- 
rage to Denmark, in which his Majesty was to bear a 
part. 

" New propositions, still more insidious than those 
made at first, were made to Denmark, which aimed at 
binding down to England that power, thus subjugated, 
degraded ; and applauding, as it were, every thing that 
had happened. 

" Still less did the Emperor foresee that it would be 
proposed to him to guarantee that submission, and,(o 
promise that that act of violence should not be attended 
with any mischievous consequence to England. 

** The English ambassador seems to have imagined 
tha^t he migliL venture to propose to the minister of the 
Emperor, that his Imperial Majesty should undertake 
the apology aod defence of a proceeding which his 
Majesty had so openly condemned. To this step on 
the part of the cabinet 6f St. James's, his Majesty has 
(bought proper to pay t)nly that attention which it de- 
served, and has deemed it high time to set limits to his 
tnoderation. . 

" The Prince Royal of Denmark, endowed with a 
character full of nobleness and energy, and having bten 
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blessed hy Providence 5vi(h a soul as elevated as his 
rank, had apprized the Emptor, that, justly enraged 
against what had recently happened at Copenhagen, he 
had not rsftified the convention respecting it, and thaC 
he considered it as null and void, 

*' That prince has just now acquainted his Majesty 
wit^the new propositions that have been made to hioif 
and which are of a nature rather to provoke his resis- 
tance than to appease his resentment, for they tend to 
stamp on his actions the -seal of degradation, the im- 
press of which they never will exhibit. 

" The Emperor, struck with the confidence which 
the Prince Royal placed in him, having moreover con- 
sidered his own. grounds ofdissalisfaclion with England, 
having attended to his engagements with the Powers 
of the North — engagements entered into by the Em- 
press Catharine, and by his late Imperial Majesty, both 
of glorious memory, has resolved upon fultilling them. 

" His Imperial Majesty breaks of all communication 
wjlh England : he recals his embassy from that court, 
and will not allow any ambassador from her to continue 
at his court. There shall henceforward exist no rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

" The Emperor declares that he abrogates for ever 
every act hitherto concluded between Great Britain 
and Russia, and particularly the convention concluded 
in 1801'. He proclaims anew the principles of the 
Armed Neutrality, that monument of the wisdom of 
the Empress Catharine, and binds himself never to re- 
cede from that system. 

'* He calls upon England to give complete satisfac- 
tion to his subjects, with respect to all the just claims 
they may set up, of ships and merchandizes seized and 
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detained contrary to the express tenor of the treaties 
concluded diiring his own reign. 

" The Emperor gives warnings that nothing shall be 
re-established between Russia and England, until the 
latter shall have given satisfaclion to Denmark. 

" The Emperor expects, that his Britannic Majesty, 
instead of permitting his ministers to scatter fresh seeds 
of war, in compliance only with his own feelings, will be 
induced to conclude a peace with his Majesty the Em- 
peror of the French, which would be extending in a 
manner, to the whole world, the inestimable bfessings 
of peace. 

*• When the Emperor shall be satisfied on all these 
points^ and especially upon that of a peace between 
France and England, without which no part of Europe 
can expect to enjoy any real tranquillity, his Imperial 
Majesty will then willingly return to the relations of 
amity with Great Britain, which in the state of just re- 
sentment which the Emperor should feel, he has main- 
tained, perhaps, too long. 

*' Done at Petersburgh, the 56th Oct. 1807.*' 



This paper called forth, a counter declaration from 
his Britannic Majesty ; an instrument altogether as bold, 
explicit, and unanswerable, as the Russian manifesto 
was flimsy and sophistical. This paper, notwithstand- 
ing its great length, we feel ourselves under (he neces- 
sity of introducing in this place, in consequence of its 
extraordinary importance to the naval and general io* 
terests of Britain. It is as follows :— < . 

Declaration. 
*' The Declaration issued at St. Petersburgh by his 
Majesty the Emperor of -ell the Russias, has excited W 
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his Majesty's miod the strongest sensations of astonish* 
men t and regret. 

" His Majesty was !\ot unaware of the nature of those 
secret engagements which .had been imposed upon Rus- 
sia in the conferences of Tilsit ; but his Majesty had 
entertained the hope, that a review of the transactions 
of that unfortunate negociation, and a just estimate of 
its eflccts upon the glory of ihe Russian name, and upon 
the interests of the Russian empire, would have induced 
his Imperial Majesty to extricate himself from theem* 

barrassment oflhose new councils and connexions which 

* 

he had adopted in a moment of despondency and 
alarm ; and to return to a policy more congenial to the 
principles which he has so invariably professed, and 
more conducive to the honour of his crown, and to the 
prosperity of his dominions, 

" This hope has dictated to his Majesty the utmost 
forbearance and moderation in all his diplomatic inter* 
course with the court of St. Petersburgh since the peace 
of Tilsit, 

" His Majesty had much cause for suspicion, and just 
ground of complaint. But he abstained from the 
language of reproach. His Majesty deemed it necessary 
to require specific explanation with respect to thos(3 
arrangements with France, the concealment of which 
from his Majesty could not but confirm the impression 
already received of their character and tendency. But 
his Majesty, nevertheless, directed th^ demand of that 
explanation to be made, not only without asperity or 
the indication of any hostile disposition^ but with that 
considerate regard to the feelings and situation of the 
Emperor of Russia, which resulted from the recollection 
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of foriner friendshipi and from confidence interrupted 
but not destroyed. 

"The declaration of the Emperor of Russia proves 
that th^ object of his Majest)'s- forbearance and mode* 
ration has not been attained. It proves^ unhappily, 
that the influence of that power, which is equally and es* 
sentially the enemy both of Great Britain and of Russia, 
has acquired a decided ascendency in the councils of 
the cabinet of St. Petersburgh, and has been able to ex- 
cite a causeless enmity between two nations, whftse 
long established connexion, and whose mutual interests^ 
prescribed the most intimate union and co-operation. 

" His Majesty defply laments the extension of the 
calamities of war. But called upon, as he is, to defend 
him self against an act of unprovoked hostility, hU Ma- 
jesty is anxious to refute, in the face of the world, the 
pretexts by which that act is attempted to be justified. 

" The declaration asserts,' that his Majesty the Em- 
peror of Russia has twice taken up arms in a cause in 
which the interest of Great Britain was more direct 
than his own ; and founds upon this assertion the charge 
against Great Britain of having neglected to second and 
support the military operations of Russia. 

•' His Majesty willingly does justice to the motives 
which originally engaged Russia in the great struggle 
against France. His Majesty avows, with equal readi- 
ness, (he interest which Great Britain has uniformly 
taken in the fates and fortunes of the powers of the 
Continent. But it would surely be difficult to prove 
that Great Britain, who was herself in a state of hosti- 
lily with Prussia, when the war broke out between 
Prussia and France, had an interest and a duty more 
direct in espousing the Prussian quatrel, than the Em- 
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peror of Russia ; the ally of his Prussian Majesty, the 
protector of the north of Europe, and the guarantee of 
of the Germanic constitution. 

" It is not in a public declaration that his Majesty 
can discuss the policy of having, at any particular pe- 
riod of the war, effected, or omitted to effect, disem- 
barkations of troops on the coasts of Naples, fiut the 
instance ot the waHUlh the Porte is still more singu- 
larly chosen to illimrate the diarge against Great Bri- 
tain of indifference to the interests of her ally : a war 
undertaken by Great Britain at the instigation of Rus- 
sia, and solely for the purpose of maintaining Russian 
interests against the influence of France. 

'* If, however, the peace of Tilsit is, indeed, to be 
considered as the consequence and the punishment of 
the imputed inactivity of Great Britain, his Majesty 
cannot but regret that the Emperor of Russia should 
have resorted to so precipitate and fatal a measure, at 
the moment when he had received distinct assurances 
that his Majesty was making the most strenuous exer- 
tions to fulBlthe wishes and expectations of his ally (as- 
surances which his Imperial Majesty received and ac- 
knowledged with apparent confidence and satisfac- 
tion); and when his Majesty was, in fact, prepared 
to employ for the advancoroent of the common objects 
of the war, those forces which, after the peace of Tilsit, 
he was under the necessity of employing to disconcert 
a combination directed against his own immediate in- 
terests and security. 

• " The vexation of Russian commerce by Great Bri- 
tain is, in truth, little more than an imaginary griev- 
ance. Upon a diligent examination, made by his Ma- 
jesty's commandi of the records of the British courts of 
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Aduiiraky, Ihere haft been discovered only a solitary in- 
stance in the course of the present war, of the con- 
demnalion of a vessel really Russian: a vessel which 
had carried naval stores to a port of the common ene- 
my. There are but few instances of Russian vessels 
detained ; and none in which justice has been refused 
to a party regularly complaining of such detenliun. It 
is therehore matter of surprise aj^well as of concern to 
his Majesty, that the Emperor oWlussia should have 
condescended to bring forward a complaint. which, as it 
cannot be seriously felt by those in whose behalf it is 
urgedf might appear to be intended to countenance 
those exaggerated declamations by which France 
perseveringly endeavours to inHanie the jealousy of 
other countries, and to justify her own inveterate animo- 
sity against Great Britain. 

*• The peace of Tilsit was followed by an offer of 
mediation on the part of the Emperor of*Ru*sia, for the 
conclusion of a peace between Great Britain and 
France, which it is asserted that his Majesty re- 
fu!sed. 

** His Majesty did not refuse the mediation of the 
Emperor of Russia: although the offer of it was ac- 
companied by circumstances of concealment which 
might well have justified hip refusal. The articles of 
the treaty of Tilsit were not communicated to his Ma« 
jesty ; and specifically that article of the tfeaty> in vir- 
tue of which the mediation was propof^ed; and which pre- 
scribed a limited tim6 for the return of his Majesty's an- 
swer to tliat proposal. And his Majesty, was thus led 
into an apparent compliance with a limitatioir so offen- 
sive to (he dignity of an independant sovereign. But 
4he answer so returned by his Majeslj' was not a refusal. 
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It ifVttS.a^cbndkioiwI aeeeptance. The cx>nditi«n» ni- 
q^At^d bybUi Majesty were — a statement of the basis 
upon. ivhidi.tfa^ enemy was disposed to treat; and a 
cotninuiiicatfob of the artides of the peace of Tilsit. 
Tbe-jrst ^ these conditiohs was precisely the saiAe 
whiob tbeEmperor of Russiabad himself annexed* not 
#»ur^months.befbre, to his own acceptance of the praffiepi 
4sd mediation of the Emperor of Austria. The second 
was onerwbaob hts Majesty woohd hwe had a right to 
Kquxre crco as the aUy of his Imperial Majesty ; but 
<whidi it-would have been highly improvident to croit^ 
when be- was invited to confide to his' Imperial Majesty 
the oare of his hononr and of his interests. 

** But even if these conditions (neither of which has 
been falfiUed, although the fulfilment of them has been 
*# apeatedly required by bis Majesty's ambassador at 
St. Petersburgh) bad not been in themselves perfectly 
-natural and necessary ; there, were not wanting consi* 
derations which might have warranted his Majesty in 
endeavouring, with more than ordinary anxiety^ (o 
' ascf rtaia the views and intentions of the Emperor of 
Russia> and the precise natare and eflect of the new re- 
■lations which his Imperial Majesty. bad contracted. 

** The complete abandonment of the interests of the 
King of Prussia (who had twice rejected proposals of 
-separate peace, from a strict adherence to his engage* 
ments with bis Imperial ally)^ and the character of those 
provisions which the Emperor of Russia was contented 
to make ior his own interests in the negoclations of 
Tilsit, pMsented no encouraging prospect of the re^dlt 
of any exertions which bis Imperial Majesty might be 
diffposed to employ in favour of Great Britain. 

•* It is not wbUe a French army atili oocapies and 

VOL. VI. r 
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iays «»asie the remaining dominions of the King of 
Prussia, in spite of the slipalations of the Prussian tpeity 
of Tilsit ; vrbile contributions are arbitrarily exacted 
by France from that remnant of the Prussian monarchyt 
such as, in its entire and most flourishing state, the 
Prussian monarchy would have been unable to dis* 
charge; while the surrender is demanded, in time of 
peace, of Prussian fortresses, which had not been re* 
duced during the war; and while the power of France 
is exercised over Prussia with such shameless tyranny, 
,as to designate and demand for instant death, indivi* 
duals, subjects of his Prussian Majesty, and resident in 
his dominions, upon a charge of disrespect towards the 
French government; it is not while all these things are 
done and suffered, under the eyes of the Emperor of 
Russia, and without his interference on behalf of his 
ally, that his Majesty can feel himself called upon to 
account to Europe for having hesitated to repose an un- 
conditional confidence in the efficacy of his Imperial 
Majesty's mediation. 

V Nor, even if that mediation had taken full eflfect, if 
.a peace had been concluded under it, and that peace 
guaranteed by his Imperial Majesty, could his Majesty 
have placed implicit reliance on the stability of any 
such arrangement, after having seen the Emperor of 
Hus^ia openly transfer to France the sovereignty of the 
Ionian republic, the independence of which his Impe* 
rial Majesty had recently and solemnly guaranteed. 

** But while the alleged rejection of the Emperor of 
iLussia's mediation, between Great Britain and France, 
IS stated as a just ground of his Imperial Majesty's re* 
sentment.; his Majesty's request of that mediation, for 
the re-establishment of peace between Great BritaiB and 
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Denmark, is represented as an insult which it was be- 
yond the bounds of his Imperial Majesty's moderation to 
endure. • 

'* His Majesty feels himself under no obligation to 
offer any atonement "or apology to (he Emperor of Rus- 
sia for the expedition against Copenhagen, it is not 
for those who were parties in the secret arrangement s 
of Tilsit to demand satisfaction for a measure to which 
those arrangements gave rise, and by which one of the 
-objects of them has been happily defeated. 

** His Majesty's justification of the expedition against 
Copenhagen is before the world. The declaration of 
the Emperor of Russia would supply whatever was 
wanting in it ; if any thing could be wanting to c*on* 
vinceHhe most incredulous of the urgency of that necea- 
tity under which his Majesty acted. 

" But until (he Russian declaration was published, 
his Majesty had no reason to suspect that any opinions 
which the Emperor of Rusisia might entert&in of the 
transactions at Copenhagen, could be such as to preclude 
his Imperial Majesty from undertaking, at the request 
of Great Britain, ihat same office of medtalor, which he 
had assumed with so much alacrity on the behalf rS 
France; nor can his Majesty forget that the first symp* 
toms of reviving confidence, since the peace oi TiLsit« 
the only pros|>ect of success in the endeavours of his 
Majesty's ambassador to restore the ancient good under- 
standing between Great Britain and Russia, appeared 
when the intelligence of the siege of Copenhagen had 
been recently received at St. Petersburgh. 

** The inviolability of the Baltic^aea, and (he reciprO" 
cal guarantees of the powers that border upon it, giia- 
nmtces said to have been contracted with ihe knovrled^ 
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4ht c^Britiah goveriiment« aie slated as i^gravations of 
119 Maje«tljr*» ptcic€)6djngf in the Baltic It cannot be 
intended to represent his Majesty as having at any time 
'Scqatesced inthe principles upon whioh the inviulabih'ty 
4>f the Baltic is maintained; however his Majesty may 
9{ particular periods have forbarDe». for ^ptc'ksA reasons, 
influencing' his conduct at the time, to aot in contradic- 
liob to them. Such forbearance never could have ap» 
plied bat to tf stale of peace afnl real neutrality in the 
north ; and his Majesty most assuredly could not be ex* 
|»flGted to recur to it, after France has been suflTered to 
establish beiself in undisputed sovereignty aleng (he 
whole coast of theBahic sea from Dantaigto Lubeck. 

" But the higher the value which the Emperor of 
ftussta* places on the engagements respecting the tran* 
quillily of the Bahic, which he describes himself as in* 
Jleriting from his iminediaite predecesaors, the Empress 
Catharine and the Emperor Paul, the lesa joally can h» 
Imperial Majesty resent the appeal made to him by bis 
Majesty as the guarantee of the peace to be concludeii 
lietween Great Britain and Denmark. In making that 
•ppeal, with the utmost confidence and sincerity, his 
'Majesty neither intended, nor can he imagine that he 
otfered, any insult to the Emperor of Russia. Nor can 
jhis Majesty conceive that, in proposing to the Prince 
Royal terms of peace, such as the most successful war 
on the part of Denmark could hardly have'been expect- 
ed to extort from Great Britain, bis Majesty rendered 
himself liable to the imputation, either of exasperating 
the resentment, or of outraging the dignity, of Den* 
aaark. 

'* His Majesty has thus replied to ail the different bc» 
eusations by which the Rossian government labonrs to 
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jusiify die rapture of a connexion which has sdbsisted 
ior ages^ wilh reciprocal advantage to Great Britain 
and Russia, and attempts to disguise the operation of 
that external influence by which Russia is driven inio 
unjust hostilities for interests not her own. 

'' The Russian declaration proceeds to anfiounce (lie 
several conditions on which alone these hostiliiiescan be 
terminated, and the intercourse of the two countrits 
renewed. 

" His Majesty has already had occasion to assert, that 
justice has in no instance been denied to the claims of 
his Imperial Majesty^s subjects. 

'' The termination of the war with Denmark has been 
so anxiously sought by his Majesty, that it cannot be ne* 
e^safy for his Majesty tO' renew any professions opon 
tholt- subject* Bui his Majesty is at a loss to reooncile 
the Emperor of Russia's present anxiety for the oodlple* 
tfon of sacb an arrangement, with his Imperial Majes- 
ty's recent refusal to contribute his good offices for ef- 
fecting it. 

''The requisition of his Imperial Majesty for the ifti- 
mediate cfonclosien, by his Majesty! of a peace' with 
France,, isf as extraordinary in the substance, as it is of- 
fensive in the manner. H^ Majesty has at no time de- 
clmed to treat with France, when France has professed 
a willingness to treat on any admissible basis. And the 
Emperor of Russi* cannot faii to remember that the last 
negociation- between Great Britain and France was 
broken off upon points immediately affecting, not his 
Mtyest/s own mterests; but thoM of his Imperial ally. 
But his Majiesty neither underslaiid% nor will he admit 
the pretenfioo of the Emperor of Russia to dictate the 
iim; Of the modoy of bis Majesty's paeiftc negodations 
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With oiiwr powers. It never inill be endured by hii 
Majesly that any government shatl indemnify itself for 
the humiliation of subservieney to France, by theadop* 
tk>n of an insulting and peremptory tone towards Great 
Britain. 

*' Hiff Majesty proclaims anew those principles of 
maritime law, against which the armed neutrality* under 
the auspices of the Empress Catharine, was originally 
directed ; and against which the present hostilities of 
Russia are denounced. Those principles have been 
recognised and acted upon in the best periods of -the 
history of £urope ; and acted upon by no power with 
more strictness and severity than by Russia herself in the 
reign of the Empress Catharine. 

*' Those prmciples it is the right and the duly of hit » 
Mfljesty to maintain : and against every confederacy 
\m Majesty is determined, under the blessing of divine 
Providence, to maintain them. They have at all times 
contributed essentially to the support of the maritime 
power of Great Britain ; but they are become incalcu- 
lably more valuable and important at a period when the 
maritime power ui Qreat Britain constitutes the sole re* 
Biaining bulwark againM the overwhelming usurpations 
of France ; the only refuge to which other nations may 
yet resort, in happier times, for assistance and piotec- 
lion. 

'* When the opportunity for Peace between Great 
Britain and Russia shall arrive, his Majesty will em- 
brace it with eagerness. The arrangements of such a 
Kegociation will not be difficult or complicated.— His 
Majesty, as he hsK notiiing to concede, so he has no- 
Iking to require: satisfied, if Russia shall manifest a 
dispusiiion to return to her ancient feelings of friendship . 
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towards Great Britain; to a jusl consideration of her 
own true interests; and to a sense of her own dignity 
as an independent nation/' 

" fTestminsier, Vectmber 1 S, 1 $07 ." 

At the same time that the above declaration appeared, 
letters of marqae and reprisal were issued against Rus- 
sia. 

The injury which Denmark sustained by her ill-judged 
coalition with Fnmce, was not confined to the reduc- 
tion of her capital, and the capture of her fleet. To« 
wards the latter end of December, her West India is* 
lands, St. Thomas and Santa Cru:% with their respective 
dependencies, surrendered to the British arms. This ' 
capture, though of considerable importance, as placing 
the islands beyond the grasp of the French tyrant, was 
most easily achieved. On being summoned by General' 
Bdwyer and Admiral Cochrane, the commandant of 
St. Thomas's sent out three ofiicers to know the strength , 
loH tiie land and sea forces ; when, finding it greater . 
than he could, presume to cope with, he surrendered by ^ 
capitulation.. It was agreed, ibat the Danish troopir: 
should bejconsidered as prisoners of war, and that the 
colonies fliou Id be subjected to- the same commercial 
regulations as the Biltish West: India islands. There 
were 89 pieces of ordnance of difierent calibres taken . 
at Sl Thomas's, and ISl at SanU Cruz. The total 
number of merchant ships takeri amounted to 89. 
- It may here be proper lo observe, that (he Danes took , 
possession of the island of St. Thomas in l67 1. Ao^ 
excellenC harbour, in which bO ships may ride with se*. 
curity, early attracted both the English and French, 
buccaneers, who,: whenever they had taken asy prizes 
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in. the lower lalttudes- from which they oould not make 
the Windward leiands^ put into St. Thoinaft's to dispose 
of them. It also became the por^ whence vessels richlf 
laden were continustlly sent to carry cin a clandestine 
trade with the Spanish coasts. Denmark, however, 
for a long- time, had no other communication with this 
colony, than by a single ship, sent out annirally to' Africa 
ia purchase slaves, which were sold in America. Iti 
1719, their West India commerce increased by clearing 
the Island of St. John, which is adjacent fo St. Thomas. 
Santa Cruz was nut sold by France to Denmark until 
1733, when it was purchased by the latter power for 
30,750/. The annual productions of the Danish West 
India islands consisted of a small quantity of coffee, a 
great deal of cotton, seventeen or eighteen millions height 
•f raw sugar, and a proportionate quantity of rum. 

Ih the avtumnof 1807, the attention of the British J 
ptfblic was irresistibly drawn to the st»te of affiura ui 
Portugal, against the firontiers of which a French amy) 
of 60,000 men was known to be rapidly a<)vancifig« 
Rom her geographical situation, paneity of psfMilaiion* 
ftc. it has long been «>bvious, that Port49galeenki oppose 
no efl^ctual resistance to -any attack from FraAct* pro« 
Titled the efforts of that power were not counteracted 
by Spain; aneveni tbenjnstVy considered.as hopeless, 
iVirtogal, however, possessed- an advantage* which nO' 
other European staito enjoys; as under the protection 
of a Btitish naval forces the government might etnigrate 
go maste to the Brasils^ and it was generally believed* 
that the visit of Earl St Vincent to Lisbon, in 1806, 
had that object in contemphaion. For some time the 
Vrince Regent of Fortugai remained ^rro io his deter* 
mination to resist the unprincipled demands of Buona* 

t 
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parte ; in consequence of which the Frencii and Spanish 
ambassadors left the capital ; all the EngHsh merchants 
with their families made the greatest exertions to quit 
the country 9 and, under an apprehension of the imme* 
diate approach of the French army« the Portuguese royal 
navy, with the royal family on bo^rd^ actually dropped 
down below the bar to be ready for sailing, as it was 
supposed, to the Brazils. 

Admiral Purvis's squadron, which had been employed 
during the absence of Lord Cotlingwood in the blockade 
of Cadiz, quilled that station according to orders, and 
proceeded to Lisbon ; eitlier to facilitate the departar# 
of the Portuguese government, or to prevent their navy 
from falling into the hands of (he Frencbj^ m events 
might OQCur. 

The gallant Sir Sidoey Sknitb was also dispatched 
to Lisbon to furnish such assistance as might be ne- 
cessary; and/ by diipatcbea Horn that officer, the 
English government had a| length the satisfaction of 
learning that the Prince Regent of Portugal with the 
whole of the royal family, consisting of fifteen p^r* 
sons, had embarked for the Brazils, with seven sail: 
of the line, five frigates, three armed brigs, and up* 
wa.rds of thirty Brazil merchant vessels ; that the Por- 
tuguese fleet was attended by his Majesty's ships Marl- 
borough, London, Monarch, and Bedford, under thQ 
command of Capt. Moore; that one Portuguese line of 
battle ship was on its way to Plymouth ; that only one 
serviceable Portuguese line of battle ship and three 
hulks had been lefl in the Tagus; that eight Russian 
line of battle ships remained in the Tagus, only three of 
which were ina condition Cor sea; and that rear-admiral 
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Sir S. Smith had resumed the blockade of the port of 
Lisbon with five sail of the line. 

An event so unusual and so important in its results as 
the entire migration of a government from one henus* 
phere to another, merits more than ordinary attention. 

Posterity will peruse (he details with avidity ; and, 
from the credit which they must necessarily reflect upon 
the British government and its agents, it is necessary 
in (his place (o transcribe the dispatches of Lord Vis- 
count Strangford, his majes(y'8 plenipotentiary at the 
court of Lisbon, and Sir Sidney Smith, to whom the 
naval proceedings were entrusted. No historical nar« 
rative that we could furnish could equal these interesting 
documents, either in perspicuity or force. 

Lord Strangford's letter, addressed to Mr. Cannings 
the secretary for foreign affairs, is as follows : 

*'HisMaiest/sSJdpHiiermia,(fti€ 
Tfiffu, Nov. 29, 1^0$. 

*'SlR, 

«' I have the honour of announcing (o you, (hat (He 
Prince Regent o( Portugal has effected (he wise and 
magnanimous purpose of retiring from a kingdom whkh 
he could no longer re(ain, except as (he vassal of France ; 
and tha( his Royal Highness and family, accompanied by 
most of his ships of war, and by a multitude of his faith- 
ul subjects and adherents, have this day departed from 
Lisbon, and are now on their way to the Brazils, under 
the escort of a British fleet. 

"This grand and memorable event is not to be attri- 
buted only to the sudden alarm excited by the appearance 
of a French army within the frontiers of Portugal. It 
has been the genuine result of the system of persevering 
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confidence and moderation adopted by bis Majesty to- 
wards ihat country; for the ultimate success of which 
I had in a manner rendered myself responsible; and 
which, in obedience to your instructions, I had uniformly 
continued to support, even under appearances of the 
most discouraging nature. 

<« I had frequently and distinctly stated to (he Cabinet 
of Lisbon, that in agreeing not to resent the exclusion 
of British commerce from the ports of Portugal, his 
Majesty, had exhausted the means of forbearance; 
that in making that concession io the peculiar circum* 
stances of the Prince Regent's situation, his Majesty 
had done all that friendship and the remembrance of 
ancient alh'ance could justly require; but that a single 
step beyond the line of modified hostility, thus most 
reluctantly consented to, must necessarily lead to the^ 
extremity of actual war. 

«' The Prince Regent, however, snfiered himself for 
a moment to forget that, in the present state of Europe, 
no country could be permitted to be an enemy to Engm 
land with impunity, and that however much his Majesty 
might be disposed to noake allowance for the deficiency 
of the means possessed by Portugal of resistance to the 
p9mm of France, neither his own dignity, nor the inter* 
esis ei his people, would permit his Majesty to accept 
that excuse for a wiiipliance with the full extent of her 
unprincipled demands* On the 9th instant, his Royal 
Highness was induced to sign an order for the detention 
of the few British subjects, and of the inconsiderable 
portion of British property which yet remained at Lisbon. 
On the publication of this order I caused the arms of 
England to be removed from the gates of my residence, 
demanded my passports, presented a final remonstrance 
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thirtjF-MX sail in all. Tliey passed through the British 
squadron, and his Majesty's ships fired a salute of twenty- 
one guns w4)ich was returned with an equa? number. 
A more interesting spectacle than that afforded by the 
junction of the two fleets has been larely beheki; 

** On quitting the Prince Regent's ship, I repaired on- 
board the Hiberma, but returned immediately, accon»- 
panied by Sir Sidney Smith, whom I presented to (he 
Prince, and who was received by his Royal Highness 
with the most marked and gracious condescention. 
I have the honour to inclose lists* of the ships of war 
which were known to have led Lisbon thif morning, 
and which were in sight a few hours ago. There re- 
main at Lisbon four ships of the line and the same 
number df frigates^ but only one' of each sort is service^ 
able. 

" I have thought it expedient to lose no time in com* 
municating to his M'ajesty's Government the important 
intelligence contained in this dispatch. I have therefore 
to apologize for the hasty and imperfect manner in which 
it is written, f have the honour to be, &c. 

•* Strang FORD.** 

Sir Sidney Smith's di.<;patch, which, with the above, 
forms a complete history of these proceedings, is as 
iullows:— 

" His Mafaty's Skip Hiierma, 22 ksgua 
\ilt'Ht ^.fii Tagu$^ Dm. 1, 1807. 

♦* Sir, — In a former dispatcA, dated the ^d of No- 
vember, with a postscript of the 26tb, I conveyed to 

« See Bear- Admiral Sir Sidnc;j Sflut^**. lettoi tmmgdiateJjf 

following. 
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you, (or the informAiUfn of my Lords CornflDis^ioncts 
of t^e AJmirally, the proofs contained in various do- 
cuments of the Portuguese Goveminent being so much 
infiuenced by (error of the French arms, as to have 
acquiesced to certain demands of France operating 
against Great Britarn. Tbedialrftbution of the Portu- 
guese force was n>ade wholJy on. the coast, whiie the 
]and side was Jeft totally unguarded^ British subjects 
of aM descriptions were detained, and it therefore be- 
came necessary to inform th^ Portuguese Government, 
that the case hdd arisen which required, in ^obedience 
to luy instructions, that I should deckre the Tagus io 
a state of blockade; and Lord Strangibrd agreeing with 
me that hostility should be met by hos4i(i|y, the bfock- 
ade was insiiluled> and the inslrucliof^ we had receiv- 
ed were acted upon to their full extent : siill. how. 
ever, bearing in recolfection the firsi object adopltd 
by his Majesty's Government, of opening a refuge for 
the head of the Portuguese Govenvment* menaced as 
it was by the powerful arm, and baneful influence of 
the enemy, I thought it my duty to adopt the means 
open to us, of endeavouring to iiKluce the Prince Re* 
gent ot Portugal to reconsider his decision *' to unite 
himself with the Continent of Europe," and to recollect 
that he had |)ossessions on that of America, aifording 
an ample balance for any sacri&ce be might make here, 
and from which he would be cut off by the nature of 
maritime warfare, the tennination of which could not 
be dictated by the combination of the Continental Powers 
of Europe. 

" In this view> Lord Si rangford having received an 
acquiescence to the proposition which had been made 
by ii^ fot ius lordship to land and confer with the 
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Prince Regent under (he guarantee of a flag of (race, 
I furnished his lordship with that conveyance and se- 
curity, in order that he might give' to the Prince ihut 
confidence which his word of honour as the King's 
Minister Plenepotemiary, united with (hat of a British 
Admiral, could not fail to inspire towards inducing 
his Koyai Highness (o (hroW himself and his fleet 
into ihe arms of Great firitain, in perfect reliance on 
the King's overlooking a forced act of apparent hos- 
tility against his flag and subjects, and establishing his 
^oyal Highness*! Government in his Ultra Marine 
possessions as originally promised. I have now the 
heartfelt satisfaction of announcing to you, that cur 
hopes and expectations have been realised to the ut- 
most extent. On the morning of ihe 29(h, the For* 
tuguese fleet (as per list annexed} came out of (he 
Tagus with his Rbyal Highness the P/ince of Brazil, 
and the whole of the Ko)al Family of Braganza on 
hozrd, together- with many of his faithful Counsellors 
and adherents, as well as other persons attached to his 
present fortunes. This fleet of eight sail of the line, 
four frigates, two- brigs, and one schooner, with a 
crowd of large armed merchant ships, arranged itself 
und^r the protection of that of his Majesty, while the 
firing of a reciprocal salute of twenty one guns ail- 
nounced the friendly meeting of those, who but the 
day before were on terms of hosiilitys the scene im- 
pressing every beholder (except the French army on 
(he hills) with the mosi liviely emotions of gratitude to 
Providence, that there yet existed a Power in the world 
able, as well as w illing, to protect the oppressed. I 
have the honour to be, &c, 

"W. Sidney Smrra.* 
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List rf At Parfugtas^ Flett that came out rf the Tsgut, m' 

the ^9th of Nwem^, 1807. 

Principe Real, of 84 guns. Rainha de Portugal, 
74. Conde Henrique, 74. Medu«a, 74. Affonso 
d'Albuquerque, 64. D. Joas de Castro, 64. Principe 
de Brazil, 74. Martino de Frectas, 64. 

Ffigafes.-^M'merva, 44. Golfinho, 56. Uriara, 
S2. and one other, name not as yet known. 

5r/j^j.— Voador, 22. Venganea, 20. Lebre, 22. 

Scheaner. — Curioza, of 12 guns. 

Uit of the Portuguese Shi/is that remained in Usban^ 

St. Sebastiao, 64 guns $ unserviceable without a tho-^ 
rough repair* 

Maria Prima, 74 guns unserviceable ; ordered to be 
made into a floating battery, but not yet fitted. 

Vasco de Gama, 74 guns, under repair and nearly 
ready. 

Princesa da Beira, ^4 guns, condemned ; ordered to> 
be fitted as a floating battery. 

Fiigates, — Feiiix, 48 guns, in need of thorough re^ 
pair; Amazona, 44 guns, in need of repair; Perola, 44 
guns, in needof repair ; Tritao, 4p guns, past repair^ 
Veney, 30 guns, past repair. 

Almost immediately after quitting the Tagus,. a vi/i* 
lent gale overtook, and in a great measure dispersed the 
Portuguese fleet; but, by the prompt and indefatigable 
exertions of Sir Sidney Smith, they were speedily col* 
Jected and repaired, and a due distribution having been 
made of the passengers,, troops, provi.sion.<, &cc. ti)eflotilia 
proceeded on its voyage to the Brazhls, as already stated. 

The efifect of this navigation on the commercial ir-i^ 
tcret Is of Britain^ is extremely favourable; as m pru- 
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portion to (he increase of population in Brazili our 
trade wiih that country must be extended. British 
goods now find their way to Brazil in British shipping, 
instead of - being • sent through Porlugue^^e agents at 
Lisbon^ This renders them cheaper to the consumer^ 
easier to be attained, and less expensive to all parties^ 
both outwards and inwards. 

That the measure of removing the Portuguese go- 
vernment was dictated by wisdom, there can be no 
doubt. Brazil is capable of holding the keys of India : 
its situation gives it advantages, v\hich are unequalled^ 
except by the Cape of Good llope, and its produc* 
lions are much superior to those of the Cape. It is 
competent to raise every thing ihat is necessary, bolh for 
use and pleasure ; and, from Mr. Barrow'selegant descrip- 
tion ot (he town and harbour of Riode Janeiro, the capital 
of Brazil, which we shall here lake the liberty of insert- 
ing; Its situation is eminently b.'autiful, and admirably 
adapted to ever) agreeal)ie and useful purpose of li/e. 

** The first remaikable object,*' says Mr. Barrow, 
•' after passing Cape Frio, is a gap or rent in the ver- 
dant rid^e of rtounlains which skirU the sea coast. 
This chasip appears from a distance, like a narrow 
portal between < wo cheeks of solid stone. The cheek 
on the left and weste n side, is a solid stone of a sugar- 
loaf form; a solid mass ot hafd spaikling granite, 680 
feel high above the surfrtie ou; of which it rises. The 
opposite cheek is of the same n aterial, but has a regular 
ard easy slope fVom the water's ed^'e to the sammit. 

•* A little i>Iancl, Nlrongly fortiUe*', just within the 
entrance, contracts Hie passage to tiu- width of about 
threefouiths of a mile. Having chared this channel, 
one of the most mag/iificent scents in nature bursts upon 
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the enraptured eye. Let any one imagine to himself^ an 
Immense sheet of water running back into the heart of a 
beautiful countryj to the distance of about thirty roilei, 
where it is bounded by a screen of lofty mountains^ 
always majectic; whether their rugged and shapeiest 
summits are tinged with azure or purple, or buried in 
the clouds. Let him imagine this sheet of water gra- 
dually to expand from ihe narrow portal, through 
which it communicates with the sea, to the width of 
twelve or fourteen miles, to be every where studded 
with innumerable little islands, scattered over its sur- 
face in every diversity of sh^^ie* and exhibiting every 
variety of tract, that an exuberant and incessant vege* 
tation is capable of affording. Let him conceive the 
shores of those islands to be so fringed with fragrant 
and beautiful shrubs, not planted by mn, but scattered 
by the easy and bberal hand of nature, as' completely 
to be concealed in their verdant covering. Let him figure 
to himself this beautiful sheet of water, with its numerous 
islands, to be encompassed on every side by hills of a 
moderate height* rising in gradual succession above 
each other, all profusely clad in lively green, and 
crowned with groupes of. the noblest trees, while their 
shores are indented with numberless inlets shooting 
their arms across, the roost delightful vallies, to meet 
the murmuring rill^ and bear their waters into the vast 
and common reservoir of all. In short, let him imagine 
to himself a successioD of Mount Edgecumbes to be 
continued along the shores of a magnificent lake, not 
less in circuit than an hundred miles; and having 
placed these in a climate where spring for ever resides,' 
in all the gl')W of youthful vigour, he will still possess 
only a very imperfect idea of the magnificenl scenery* 

9 
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displayed wkhin thecapacious harbour of Rio de Jaoeiro ; 
which, as an harbour, wheiher it be considered in th< 
light of afibrdiitg securit) and convenience for shipping, 
for ilfi locality ot position, or fertility of the adjacent 
country f may justly be ranked among the first of naval 
itations. 

^' The town of Rio, or to speak with becoming dig* 
nity of the capita) of the Brazils, the city of St. Sebas« 
tian, IS charmingly situated on a projecting qnadran* 
galar promontory of an irregular form; three of whose 
sides are opposed to the harbour, and the fourth shel- 
tered from the prevailing westerly winds, by a screen 
•f high hills well covered with wood. The side of the 
town, which is next to that part of the harbour, where 
the shipping usually lie at anchor, is nearly a mile and 
a half in length; and the deplh inwards is about three* 
fourths of ft mile. The northern angle of the promon- 
tory, is a bold broken eminence, on one point of which 
there is a regular fortification, and on the other a convent 
of benedictine monks; which, being aho surrounded 
by lines of defence, is actually as well as melaphori* 
cally, a chuich militant. |The heights completely 
command (he to\fn and the anchorage ; and they 
appeal" to command also, at least they are on a level 
wilh, the strongest work in (he> harbour, on which the 
defence of the place is thought principally to depend. 
This is tlie llba dos Cobras, or Snake Island, a rock of 
about eighty feet high, at the point of which the citadel 
stands, and slanting toeigbt at the opposite end ; its length 
is three hundred yards; and it is detached by a narrow 
but very deep channel from the eminence on whicb 
the benedictine convent is situated. Round every sid*e- 
of tbia itsuDgly fortified island, and cfesc io itt tboresj. 
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stilps of (he i^reBtest draught of water may He in perfect 
security. Here also are a commodious dock yard, an 
arsenal of naval stoses, a sheer-hulk, and a wharf for 
heaving down and careening shipping. The largest 
fleets, however, may anchor in this capacious harbou^, 
entirely out of the reach of any of the guns (hat ad9 
mounted on the forts/' 

In consequence of an arrangement between (be 
British and Portuguese governments, an expedition had> 
previously to the departure of the Prince Regent for 
the Braslisy been sent out tVom this country, under the 
command of Rear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood and iSlajor 
General Beresford, to take possession of the Island of 
Madeira, which was happily accpmplishod on the 24tji 
of December. " We bad/* says General Beresfurd, in 
his letter to government, "previously tatheship^ coming 
to anchor, sent to the governor to xurrender the island 
to his Britannic Majcsiy, offering the terms we wt^rp 
authorised, which were acceded to. The troops ^^ere 
immediately landed ; and betore dark were in possession 
ofall the forts, and had the third and eleventh regiroenla 
encamped, with their field-pieces a little to the west 
of the town,*' 

Sir Samual Hood's letter, dated from Funchal Bay, 
says :— 

" The-pquadron and transports arrived on the 23d 
off the Island of Porto^anlo, and off this bey in the 
forenoon of the 24-^1 ; and though the ships were rather 
baffled ^iih the light winds under the land, on enleriftg 
the bay, every ship was anchored conformable fo my 
wi'shes ; and being placed within a cable's length of the 
forts, and the army rendy to disembarks the troops Ivere 
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immediately al/owed U> land and take pos&e&sfon of 1he 

principal ibrts. Next day we met the governor at the 

palace of St. Lorenso, and arranjjred the articles of capi- 

■tulation» which v^eie signed on ih^ 2Sih, in Ihe presencse 

of the civil and military officers of the i&Iand.'' The 

.iiland is to be evacuated and redelivered to his Royal 

Highness Ihe Prince Regent of Portugal, or to his heirs 

and successors, when the free ingress and egress to the 

|M»rts of Portugal and its colonies shall be re-eslablished 

fiis heretofore, and when the sovereignty of Portagal 

•hall be emancipated from the controul or in^uence of 

France. Arms and ammunition of all kinds to be placed 

in ih9 posse<t8ron odht British. . 

The chief naval events whtch Ktok place hi Hie En^l 
•Indies in Ihe year 1S07, was the annittilatkMI of the 
Dutch power, by ttie British Commander in Chief, Atl* 
JBir Edward Pellew. 

The Admiral sailed from Malacca, with theCutfoden, 
Powerful, Caroline, Fox, Vktoire, Samarang, Seafk>wer9 
Ja^eur, aud Worcester transport, with troops on board, 
on the 20th of November, and arrived off Point Panka, 
at Ihe eastern extremity of Java, on the 5ih of the fol- 
lowing month. The Fox reconnoitered Batavia on the 
passage, where a brig only was lying in the roads. 
The shoal wat^ prevented the line of battle ships from 
proceeding beyond Sedaye, about ten miles up the 
liarbour on the aight, from whence in conjunction with 
liieutenant-Colonel Lockhart« commanding the troops 
oa board, the Commaivder in Chief sent a comma v4on 
tiader a flag of iruce, consisting of Captain Fleetwood 
Pellew, of his Majesty's ship P^^weriul, Captain Sir 
Charles fiurdett, of his Majesty's 30lh regiment, and Mr. 
Locker^ Secfffntai;/ to iba CoMuaandec ia Qiief^ to Ireal 
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with the commandant of the Dutch naval force Tor th^ 
surrender ofthe Dutch men of war under his command^ 
lying at Griessee in a dismantled state. On tlieir ar« 
rival at Griessee, Mr. Cowell, the Dutch commodore 
thought fit to (Jetain the boat and place them in arrest, 
contrary to the established rights of nations, sending in- 
formation to that purport by one of hh officers, and 
absolutely refusing to accept of any conditions for^ the 
surrender of the ships. The following morning having . 
lightened the Cullodon and Powerful, the whole of the 
ships proceeded op to Grie.^secj cannonading a battery of 
twelve and eighteen pounders^ at S?imbelangan, on the 
island of Madura, on the left, the fire from which with 
hot shot hulled several of the ships, but providentially 
struck nobody on board them, and without effect. The 
gentlemen of the commission, and the boats crew,^ 
by order of the commodore, on the approach of the 
British ships, were removed to Sourabaya^ about fifteen ' 
miles higher up the harbour: and they having repre- 
sented to the governor and council of that settlement, 
to which Griessee is subordinate, the unjustifiable con- 
duct of the Dutch commodore, they were released the* 
following day, and accompanied by a deputation of 
three of their members on their return, to express the 
concern of that government (di.<c!aiming all concurrence* 
in this violent measure), and to receive the terms upon 
which a final arrangement should be made. — The affair 
being thus settled without further difficulty, the follow- 
ing menof war were burn ton the evening of the! Ilh of 
December, having been scuttled pfeviou^iTy to the' 
Dutch commodore's dt sertion of Griessee : Rievolntie, 
70, Plato 70, Kortenaar, sheer-hulk, and Rusfofl^. 
company's 'ship, of 1000 tons, pietced for '40 guns. 
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The two former were very fine ships, but by a great ne- 
glect were considerably wanting in repair. The i^te- 
naar had long since been cut down and employed as a 
sheer-hulk; no other vessel of war was found in (hehar- 
bour. The grenadier company of his Majesty's 30lh 
regiment took possessions of Griessee, and with a 
party of artillery effectually destroyed the guns, military 
stores, 6cc, in the garrison, the naval stores bei ng de- 
stroyed by a division of seamen landed from, the squa- 
dron. The battery of Sambelangan, agreeable to the terms 
of treaty, wasld^stroyed by the Dutch, and afterwards 
inspected by the commanding officer of artillery. This 
service completed the entire destruction of the naval 
force of Holland in the East Indies, the previous suc« 
cess of his Majestjf's ships having deprived Ihem of 
every other ship of war in their service on that station. 
The defenceless state of the ships destroyed, which lay 
on shore alongside the hulk, their guns being landed, 
and the batteries being unequal to oppose the fire of 
the squsidron, did not afford a sufficient opportunity 
to exercise the united naval and military forces employ- 
ed on this service, but the difficulties which were sur* 
mounted in bringing up the ships to Griessee, called 
forth that active zeal and perseverance which are highly 
creditable to the exertions of the respective captains 
and commanders and every person on board. 

The fate of the brave Admiral Sir Thomas Trow- 
bridge, believed to have been wrecked in the Ipdiaii 
Seas, sometipae in the spring of I8O7, excited great 
<iistress and commiseration* The last that was seen of 
the Blenheim, the Admiral's flag-ship, was on the Ist of 
March, at that time the Harrier sloop lost sight of the 
Blenheim and Java« in a hard gale off the Mauriltus. 
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The succeeding night was dreadful beyond description; 
it blew a perfect hurricane* with a most tremendous siea. 
The Blenheim was in a very decayed state, and particu* 
larly bad in her hull, and the Java was badly manned* 
and extremely crank. The fiste of these ships, and of 
Iheir unfortunate crews, has never been ascertained : the 
only gleam of light that can be thrown upon it, will be 
found in the following very curious extract from TheCal^ 
cutta Monthly Journal, under the dateof January 6, 1 808:-^* 

*' We are informed that the Greyhound, during her 
]ate cruise, touched at the island of St. Mary's, near 
fhecoast of Madagascar. The king of that place, who 
speaks French, gave a very clear account of a line of bat- 
tle ship and a frig-ile having arrived therein distress, 
in the month of February last. He further stated, that 
the ships had b^en caulked and repaired as well as cir- 
cumstances permitted whilst they lay off the coast, and 
after staying a fortnight the two ships again put to sea, 
having first salred and taken on board a hundred bul- 
locks with which the king ordered them to be supplied* 
A description was given of the officers of the ship, which 
answered exactly to the person of Sir Thomas Trow- 
bridge, Captains Elphui^one- Russel, and Pigot, of the 
Java. The first was said to be a tall and moderately 
stout man, remarkably upright, and having two gold 
epaulettes; the next a thin man, also having two < pau- 
lettes; the third a thm officer; and th** fourth >hort 
and Iu^ty ; the two latter having but one epaulrtle each. 
A short lady was also mentioned answering to the ap^ 
p^arance of Mrs. Grey. There van be little doub? that 
these were ihe Blenheim and Java; and we are rather 
led u» draw this inference, from ihe information a a 
line ot battle ship in dimness was distinctly seeo> after 
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the ^ale, by the inhabitants of Bourbon island. S r 
Thomas's ^Jtg, as Admiral of the While, was also de* 
scribed as fi)ing; ihe ships had ail their masts standing. 

'* A dawn of hope therefore even yet remains, that 
these vessels and their crew may have survived. It it 
true, Sir Thomas has not been heard of at the Cape, nor 
from South Ameiic-a,but it is yet probable, that although 
be was not able to get to the Cape, he may have steered 
for New Holland, or run his ships ashore on some in- 
termediate island ; and in this case (and such accidents 
ere upon record,) a long time may elapse before any 
account may reach Jndia, 

<' That these ships survived the gale there can be 

little doubt; they might, indeed, have afterwards been 

lost in an attempt to reach the Cape or St. Helena, and 

his pprehension derives some force from the circum- 

«taiice of the cros-strees of a Dutch built frigate having 

been picked up near the Cape, with the Dutch mark 

upon it. 
" Such is the information that has reached us, and 

fls the fate of so many brave men naturally excites the 
liveliest anxiety in every feeling mind, we consider it 
our duty to submit the above to our readers, who will 
draw their own inferences from the facts stated.'^ 

By the foundering of the Ganges, off Ihe Cape of 
Good Hope, on the 29th of May, the East India Com- 
pany also sustained a considerable loss. In a gale of 
wind, en the 2 1st the Ganges separated fmm his Ma- 
jesty's ship Concord, with several cf the company's ships. 
t\»i tunately, how ever, the St. Vincent, Captaiij Jones, re- 
frained in sight, by which circumstance and the prompt 
assistance wbich was thus affoided, though not fewer 
than 2(>9 persons were on board the Ganges^ but a few 
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lioars before she sunk, not a single life was lost. On this 
trying occasion, the humane and generous conduct of 
Captain Jones shone eminently conspicuous. The whole 
of the officers, passengers, and crew of the Ganges 
were shortly afterwards safely landed at St. Helena. 

The single actions of note which took place in the 
year 1807, were less numerous than in several preceding 
years ; bui the contest between the Windsor Caslle 
Packet, Captain Rogers, and a French privateer, 
wn tho 1st of October, was of so very gallant and distin- 
guished a nature as to be particularly entitled to honour- 
able record, " On the morning of the 1st of October,'^ 
says the writer of a letter describing ihe action, ^' the 
Kian at the ma»t'head called out " a sail :'' we were soon 
convinced that all hopes of escape, by svviitness "iverd 
fain. ■ We ihef^fore had the niflling stuflod with ham- 
mockji «nd sii!», the nrms nil prepaTcd^ and ihe hands 
at quarter », when the enemy lK*gan to tire «i forty 
minutes past eleven, A. M. but as his shot did not leacli 
us, we did not return his fire till about half paitt tweive, 
and so continued till he closed, and grappled us on the 
starboard quarter, at about a quarter past one. In this 
situation it became quiie calm, and the vei^scls could 
not have separated even had they been inclined. A% 
soon as they grappled us, our boarders were prepared 
with their pikes, but her neltings was so lofiy ami so 
well secured, that they did not attempt to board ; out 
pikemen, therefore, again flew to their muskets, pistols^^. 
and blunderbusses, our captain all the while giving bis ' 
orders with the most admirable coolness, and encourage 
ing his men by his speeches and example, in such a way 
Ihat there wa^ no thought of yielding, although many 
of our heroes now lay stretched upon the deck in their 
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blood ; but then we saw the enemy's deck completely 
covered with their dead and wounded, and (he fire from 
our great guns doing dreadful esceculion at every dis- 
charge. We now began to hear them scream^ which 
so inspired our gallant liale crew, that many of the 
wounded again relurned to their quarters. At length, 
about a quarter past three, the rascals ran from their 
quarters, when our captain, with five or six of his brave 
comrades;, rushed on board, killed their captain, tore 
down their colours, and drove the few remaining on^ 
deck below, and the privateer surrendered. Our force 
consisted of a small ship of 180 tons, mounted with six 
four- pounders and two sixes, manned with twenty eight 
people, officers and boys included, of which there were 
four of the latter under seventeen years of age. The 
privateer was called the Genie, h th« most complete out 
of Gaudaloupe, mounting six long siiics and one long 
cighteen-pounder fixed updn a swivel in the centre of 
her main deck, and traversing upon a circle, so that this 
enormous piece of ordnance was woikedjustas ea$:ily 
as a common-sized swivel, and having on board at the 
commencement of the fight eighty six men, of which 
number twenty six were killed, or died in a few hours 
after the action, and it was not till six o'clock that we 
were disengaged from each other. On our side we 
lost three brave fallows, two of whom were killed on 
the spot, and the third died the same evening, another I 
fear is mortally wounded throu;^li the breast and shoulder. 
We had besides nine men wounded, and ihiee or four 
of : hem badly." 

A handsome sabscriplion was immediately raised for 
the Captain of the Windsor Castle, and numerous ac« 
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kQOwIedgmeiUs of his gallantry > poured io from all 
quarters. 

The biter part of the year 1807 was marked by som^ 
4^s/ressing losses from shipwreck. On the 28lh of No- 
vember^ his Majesty's ship Boreas, in standing towards 
Uie klacui of Guero&ey> ran upon the Hamois rocks, in 
a g9^^» 9a4 was totally lo&t. Every practicable assis- 
taiKsfs was a^fi^rd^^ notwithstanding which« h r Captain 
(Scoli) 0od t(v? greater part of her crew, were drowned. 
About itbirty seamen and marines were taken off the 
rocks ^ai jday-light on the following morning, and about 
fifty Itad ptpeviousJy effected their eacape in the boats ; 
thesis were the whole that were saved. 

The loss of his MajeiUy's ship Anson, Captain Ly- 
diard, on the 26th of Decei;Dher, was, if possible, more 
melancholy in its nature. Captain Lydiard, as has 
been stated in the preceding parts of this volume, had co- 
operated with the gallant Sir Cliarles Brisbane, in the 
capture of the Pomona Spanish frigate, and at the taking 
Curacoa ; for which bir Majesty honoured him with a 
gold medal ; and the Patriotic fund at Lloyd's pre- 
sented him with a hujndred guineas, for the pur- 
chase of a piece of plate. His ship, the Anson, after 
returning to England and undergoing a thorough re- 
pair, was ordered for channel service, and stationed off 
the Black Rocks. IJer rendezvous in case of neces- 
sity was Falmouth, where she had frequently taken re- 
fuge in tempestuous weather. Her commander had 
often legrutted that she was appointed to such a sta- 
tion, being a bad sea boat. She hac) been originally a 
64', and was cut down ; but carried the same masts, 
''gg^'^g- and sails, as when a line of battle ship. 
She rolled very deep, and vias by no means calculated 
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for such a station. She was, however, as Captain 
Lydiard had frequently expressed, a faii;ous fine-wea- 
ther man of war; and her weight of mela', in hU mind, 
still kept her equal to an enemy of her original 
clasc. 

For the following account of the loss of the Anson, 
we have taken the best information of the particular cir- 
cumstances that we could collect from the survivors, 
and more especially from Captain Sullivan, who was a 
volunteer on board the Anson : — " On the 271h of De- 
cember, 1 807, cruising off the Black *Rocks, and per- 
ceiving the approach of a gale, kept a look out for the 
commodore in the Dragon. The neit morning (Mon- 
day) the gale increasing from the S. W, and not per- 
ceiving the Dragon in any direction, at 9 o'clock shaped 
bur course for the Lizard, with a view of getting into 
Falmouth. At 1*2 o'clock all hands upon deck, the sea 
running very high, two bow ports on the starboard 
side, washed away by the violence of the sea, also a 
port a-breast the main-mast, by which means she ship- 
ped a great deal of water. The captain sent for the 
master at this time to determine the situation of the 
ship, and at half past 12 o'clock, or thereabout, land 
was seen about two miles distant, but, from the extreme 
thickness of the weather, we could not ascertain what 
part. Captain Lydiard ordered the ship to ba wore to 
the S. E., not thinking it safe to stand in any nearer un- 
der such circumstances of weather. Soon after one 
o'clock the master wished him to run in again and make 
the land, which was not supposed to be the Lizard, and 
that if we could not make it out, we should get into 
Falmouth, Captain L — asked if it could be done with- 
•ul risk ; t^ (the master) said he thought it could. The 
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ship was thf n wore, but the weather still continuing 
thick, we had a cast of the lead, and having twenty-se- 
ven fathom, we were convinced we must be to the 
westward of the Lizard, and immediately wore ship 
again, and made all sail. Soon after 3 o'clock, as the 
Captain was going to dinner, he looked out of the quar- 
ter-gallery, from whence he saw the breakers close to 
usi and the land a long distance a-head. The ship wore 
instantly, and Captain Lydiard^ mind made up to come 
an anthor ; for had we kept under weigh, the ship 
must hdve struck on the rocks in a few hours. The top- 
gallant masts were got upon deck, and^ she rode very 
well until 4 o'clock on Tuesday morning, when the 
cable parted. The other anchor immediately let go, 
and the lower yards and top-masts struck. At day- 
light the other cable parted, and we were so close to 
the land that we had no alternative but to go on shore, 
when Captain L. desired the master to run the ship 
into the best situation for saving the lives of the people ; 
and fortunately a fine beach presented, uf>on which the 
ship was run. Shortly after *" she struck the main-mast 
went, but hurt no one. Captains Lydiard and Sullivan, 
with the first lieulenant, were resolved to remain |)y 
the ship as long as possible ; many people were 
killed on board ; the first lieutenant and a number of 
others washed overboard. It was the captain's great 
wish to save the lives of the ship's company, and he was 
employed in directing them the whole of the time. He 
had placed himself by the wheel, holding by the spokes, 
where he was exposed to the violence of the sea, which 
broke tremendously over him ; and from coniinuing in 
this situation too long, waiting to see the people out of 
the ship, he became so weak, that, upon attempting to 
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leave (he ship himae]F» and bein^ impeded by a boj 
who was in bis way, and whom he t;ndeavoured to a9« 
list, he was wa<heJ awijy, aiid drowned." — Thus pe« 
rifihed ihis gallant officer, to the sificejte regret of all 
who bad (he happiness of knowing him. 

His servant had repeatedly entreated him to leav^ 
Ihe ship, which he as often refused to do, while he 
thought his exertions could be kistrunijentaJ in the pre* 
fervation of the lives oi any of his ship's company. 

This unfortunate officer might truly be said to have 
sacriHced his life (o the high sense of du(y which at all 
Umes, and on all occasions xlatermined his conduct. 
The great fatigue which he had undergone, from 
want of Eest and continued exertion during the night 
and day preoedinig the (al^l event, h«d much weakened 
hinci; and although his indefatigable mind bore him up 
to the last moment, his bodily strength was too much 
reduced by such incessaut exertiun, to equal tlie eflbrt 
necessary fur the pK'servation oi hh own life. 

Cnplain L^diard's body being found, was inferred 
with military honours at Falmouth, attended by Admi- 
ral Sir Charles Cotton and General Spencer, with all 
Ihe naval and military officers of the expedition at (hat 
port ; the captains of packets, ihe mayor and corpora- 
tion of the town ; and was afterwards removed tO' 
his family vault in the parish church of Haslemere, 
Burty. 

We shall now close the history of this eventful year, 
with some remarks elucidatory of that brilliant and 
scientific system, which has raised the naval character 
of England lo a height unatfained b) any other nation, 
in any age of the world. The superiority of the Biifish 
in naval tactics, (hough perhaps never displayed with 
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SO dazz'ing a splendour as at the battle of Trafalgar, has 
been proved by a long ^anni of triumphs over our ene- 
mies. It is natural (o ask, u hence arises ihU superio* 
rhy ? It cannot be considered as arising simply from 
skill, but must rather be traced to certain natural traits 
in the character of an Englishman, which are the effect 
of his habit, climate and constitution. From our in« 
sular situation, we are led to avail ourselves of naval 
force, in some such manner as all animals are directed 
to make use of the weapons or talents with which na- 
ture has furnished them, whether for support or de- 
fence. 

It is obvious, from the great extent of our coast, the 
number of our bays, and the varietj* of sea carriage 
which oar produce requires' that a great proportion of 
our people must be bred (o a tica-faring life. From iheie 
cou^eSf 11 well ai from the tenipowtuoafl nature of our 
leos, the rapidity of our tides, and the inconstancy 
of our climate, it may be expected that our mariners^ 
besides being numerous, slipuld be intrepid, dexterous^ 
and hardy. It is from a combination of these circum- 
stances that the character of a British seaman is formed. 
He is constitutionally intrepid, hardy, from necessity, 
and dexterous from habit. — A prepossession in favour 
of our countrvmen is natural and praise-wort!iy ; but 
where they have uniformly undertaken and succeeded 
ia great and extraordinary actior.s, it does not require 
the influence of national prejudice to conclude that they 
are distinguished by an extraordinary character. 

In taking a retrospective glance at the history of our 
naval tactics, it may b i considered as diviiled into four 
periods. The first of these includes the battle of Sala- 
mis and Actiura ; but as thsee engagernenis neiibcr in» 
fluence the destinies of nations, nor supply materials for 
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modern (actlcs, il would be impertinent lo dwell upon 
them. The second period commences with the Spanish 
armada; comprehend^ ihe engagements between the 
Knghsh and the Duich, the battles of Bantry Bay, and 
Bcachy Head ; of la Hogue in the seventeenth century, 
and of Malaga in 1719. OF none 'of these engagements 
we believe, are th re any particular plans or descriptions 
extant. — The third period begins properly with those 
batffes of whic h we have accurate plans and accounts ; 
dial of Admiral Byng, in 1756; Sir George Pocock's 
in 1758; that of Admiral Mathews, in 1774; aiKJ those 
of the American war, fsom the year 1778 lo 1782.— 
The fourth period pr^jperly begins with the victory 
of Kodney, when ihe attempt of cutthig the enemy s tine 
<\as successfully tried. This period comprehends the 
Baiilcn of Howe, Si, Vhirent, Duncatiand Nelioni t\\ 
cjf which wrrc fought upon the iryntem of Rodney, ex- 
cepting that of Trafal;r«r. 

The first period then of British naval superforily, wat 
iw the reign of Qjeen Elizabeth. We need not dwell 
upon the famous expeditions of Drake, Cavendish, Nor* 
ris, and the Earl of Cumberland, at this epoch. Where 
can there be a nobler example of skill and conduct, 
than in the destruction of (he Armada ? In which \ve 
may observe, that the prudence in su<;taining a defence, 
and suffering that immense armament to waste its force 
in a contention with winds and waves, was no less con* 
spicious than the intrepidity with which the repeated at* 
tacks were made. 

On Ihe death of Elizabeth, the crown fell into nnwar- 
!ike hands, and the reign of her pacific and inactive 
successor added neither to the glory of the British navy, 
nor the renown of England. Commerce, however. 
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vvasat (his period pursued willi indefatigable en terprize, 
and the spiril of marilime adventure and discovery w^s 
never more active. Thus, if James benefiled our navy 
little^ he assisted our commerce much, and the foun- 
dation of a powerful fleet was laid in the accumula- 
tiun of a great mercantile marine. 

Th^.Duch war was the next occasion of a farther dis- 
play of our naval character. But it must be observed^ 
thai whilsl the English seamen had been so often en- 
gaged, and generally successful in smaller battle*;, or ra- 
ther -enterprises, yet, till now, they had rarely beeri 
tried in engagements, in which a number of ships vf^ere 
assembled. Notwithstanding three dreadtui wars, in 
the first of which were; nine regular battles ; in (he 
second five ;. and in the third six, making altogether 
twenty general engagemfnts, they were almost uni- 
formly conquerors against equsii, and mosdy against su* 
perior force. 

But, what would^now appear ridiculous and imprac- 
ticable, many of (he officers who commanded tlK)se 
£eeis, had never been in the service (ill they were pass- 
ed llie age of forty, and some even of fifty years. Of 
I he latter number was Blake, who wa$ renowned for 
the escany obstinate actions which he had fought, parti- 
cularly that of the Downs, where he had no more than 
fifteen ships, yet did not refuse to combat when at- 
tacked by forty-Xvvo sail of the enemy, led on by the 
redoubtable Van Tromp. Jn all these enterprises, 
.whether with the Spaniards or the Dutch, whether in 
making the attack on castles, or ships in harbour/or en- 
countering ship with ship in close action, and formed 
in a line of battle, we shall find British seamen, ^^bc* 
iher eqv^il or inferior in number, victorious or defeated', 
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invariably fired with such enlhu^iaslic courage, that 
these bailies, though not always decisive, were con- 
stantly productive of important consequences, glorious 
in their effects to the British naval character. 

Without derogating from the gallant behaviour of 
the Dutch, which was equally displayed in those wars, 
■we ate bound from these proofs and examples, to con- 
clude that British seamen are, by nature or habit, endued 
with a character particularly fitting them for maritime 
glory and pre-eminence ; and though the spirits of the 
people might have been depressed by the unfor- 
tunate battles of Beachy Head and Bantry Bay, which 
were fought some time after ; yet the natural impres- 
sions, so justly in favour of our seamen, soon recovered 
our confidence, which was at length fully confirmed by 
the battle of La Hogue, in which the superiority of 
English seamanship and courage was proved by 
the destruction of a more than equal number of our 
enemy. 

The long intervals between those a( t'ons, and that of 
the war in 1743, in no degree abated the sanguine im- 
pressions respecting our seamen. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, our maritime superiority became at this time ques- 
tionable 5 and some miscarriages in the Mediterranean, 
and the inexpertnt-ss of our Admirals, discontented the 
nation, and checked its confidence in our sailors. At 
length some opportunities otfered, in which we were 
successful. The capture of the May Fleet, by Admiral 
Hawke, revived the spirit-* of the kingdom ; and the 
voya^o round the world, by Lord Anson ; his attack of 
an Acapulco ship so greatly superior, and hU capture 
of six French «!hij)s of the line and Indiamen, yet far- 
ther heightened our expectations. Bui something still 
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(eemed wanting. We could not help remembering our 
glorious conflicts with the Dutch, and the pre*eroinenc9 
which we had so decidedly and dearly purchased. Our na* 
val successes at (his time were sufficient not to dhpirk| 
but not enough to satisfy; and the Briti&h flagi unless un* 
questionably and conspicuously glorious, was considered 
to be tarnished. A nation which had seen so much 
done by its ancestors, required that the existing race o^ 
British seamen should not disgi^ce (hem by any ap« 
pearance of inferiority. A- full and perfect sovereignty 
of the ocean was now thought necessary, and England 
was unappeasable without it. 

An unpleasant contrast however was now exhibited ; 
and instead of gaining the sovereignty of the seas, we 
were more than ever in danger of losing i(. What was 
the cause of this ill success was not at that time evi^ 
dent, though experience has since justly charged it 
upon an error in our naval tactics. 
. About this time the nation felt a severe disappoint* 
men(, when it was known that Admiral Byng, com* 
manding a British fleet of superior force, in a general 
engagement with the French, without losing a ship, 
almost without the loss of a man, half ^of his fleet npL 
having fired a shot, had acknowledged himself wor.^t« 
ed by flying to Gibraltar, abandoning Minorca, and 
leaving the enemy master of the sea.— It should be re- 
marked, however, that in all the minor conflicts during 
the course of this war, in which examples of the most 
splendid and daring intrepidity were exhibited in the 
public service, the British navy, ship to Mp, lost no-* 
thing of its ancient renown. It was in general engage* 
mcnts only that the hopes of the nation were disap* 
pointed* 
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The raeetinor between Hawke and Conflans could 
icarcely be termed a general engagement. The enemy 
fairly fun -dway, without coming to an action. The 
British fleet remained victorious ; but ]{% victory was 
in the cowardice of the French. Yet though, on all 
these occasions excepting the one tiow mentiorted, wfe 
had greatly the superiority, the decision which look 
place by means of that superiority, will never destroy 
the force of the generial observation; namely, (hat in 
the lesser conflicts,, or in the opposition of ship to ship, 
(he British flag had always triumphed ; bu(> in great 
engagements, under the old system of tactic?, our fleets 
in the two wars preceding the American war, and even 
in f/jai war, up to the victory of Rodney, were invari- 
ably baflHed ; nay, worsted, without the loss of a ship 
or scarcely a man. 

Jn cemarking these circumstances, it is evident, that 
one of these three things must be the fact: — Either, 
that the enemy, having accjpDrlred a superior knowledge, 
had adopted a new system of managing great fleets, 
not known, or not attended to, by us; that we had 
persisted in following some old method or instructions, 
which, from later improvements, ought to have been 
rejected ; or, that these miscarriages, so often and so 
fatally repeated, must have proceeded from want of 
spirit in our seamcri. 

In examining which of these references is true, the 
following conclusions will hold from a survey of every 
< ircumstance of our naval history, up to the period of 
which we are speaking : First, that in bringing a ship 
to close action, and in conduct during action, British 
seamen have never been excelled. Secondly, that the 
instructions (by which is meant (he method^ practised 
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at (bat period^ of arranging great fleets, so as to bring 
on a general battle, or forcing the enemy to engage on 
equal terms), after so many trials having been found 
unsuccessful, must have been wrong; and, thirdly,, 
that the French, having uniformity fullo wed a mode, 
which constantly produced the intended effect, must bo 
conceived to have adopted some new system, which 
eiiher we had not discovered, or had disdained to ex* 
amine. '■' 

It may now be asked, what was this artifice of the 
enemy, which so long checked our career of naval 
glory ? To what innovation do we owe our present 
maritime intelligence? is it on our part, to greater cou* 
rage or to greater skill ? . Unquestionably to tbe latter. 
It may also be asked, did the French at this period, 
effect any thing decisive against us } Did they ever, in. 
any of these rencounters take any of our ships ? Have 
they ever, presuming upon their superior skill, dared 
to make the attack ? No ! but confident of their supe- 
riority in naval tactics, and relying on our want of 
penetration, they constantly offered us battle to lee- 
ward; trusting that the impetuosity of our national 
courage would hurry us on to make the customary at- 
tack, though at a disadvantage almost beyond the power 
of calculation. Till this artifice was di'jcovered, and 
till our system of receiving, and of making an attack 
was changed, fro.i) the necessity of counteracting the 
plan of the enemy ; the British navy could scarcely 
roaintam its claim to decided superiority, or be said to 
have reverted to its original lustre. 

The naval reader is aware, that all ships must be, 
as to each other, windward or leeward; and, in their 
tacks, eiiher starboard or larboard. A fleet to wind- 
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ward has invariably borne down in a slanting line, oa. 
another to leeward^ each ship a-breast of (he olher^ 
till they brought up within a proper distance for a close 
and genera] engagement, from van to rear. A fleet to 
leeward, therefore, desirous to avoid a general engage«^ 
menti has full leisure to disable a windward fleet during 
its approach to battle; and, when the latter shall have 
assumed a sitisatbn for close encounter; the former 
roay bear away at inlervals, whilst enveloped with 
smoke; or, by milking more saiU may shoot a-head^ 
and pour its whole Are into the opposite van, af.it 
pa^esy and wear in succession to form a new line to 
leeward on the opposite tack. 

The mystery of the French tactict was formerly no 
more than this; they fiever made an Attack^ bot alwayt 
courted a leeward situation: Ihey have tbos invariably- 
disabled the British ileet in coming down to action ; 
and, upon seeing it disabled^ bave made tail and de** 
molished the van in passing, keeping clear of close 
engagement, and never lying ship a-breast. 

The English on the other handj from an irresistible 
desire of attack, constantly courted the windward posi- 
tion, generally had their ships di^tabled and separated, 
and were seldom able to close with the enemy or to* 
make a caf)ture. 

Such was the system we have alluded to, and bj 
which the French succeeded from the naval engage- 
ment wilb Admiral Byng, in the Mediterranean, in 
1756, to the rencounter wiih Admiral Graves oflf (he 
Chesapeak, in 1781. In Admiral Byron's engaprement 
off Grenada, our fleet bore down to the windward, 
whilst the enemy, bearing away, prevented an attack 
upon their rear, or a close engagement in the van. Our* 
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head most ships were disabled in making the allack, 
as ihey received the whole fire of the enemy's line, as 
each ship of the latter paswd and wore in succession 
in order to form to leeward upon the opposite tack. 
So closely did the French adhere to this system, that 
to avoid all chance of close or general engagement, 
they forebore even to intercept our disabled ships which 
had nece'^sarily fallen to leeward. 

Such was the superiority of the enemy's tactics, that 
till the year 1782, about thidy years had pas^^ed with- 
out an^ 'conspicuous naval victory ; ship indeed engaging 
ship, the faritifth always succeeded ; but the advantage 
was never extended to general engagements. Rodney 
set the first example of attack to Jeeward and cutting of 
the line; and since that liooe, in ail general battles we 
have uniformly, triumphed. 

Rodney opened a new aera; and with the exception 
of the battle of the Nib* where the French fleet was 
at anchor, the same manoeuvre of attacking to leeward 
and cutting the line, has invariably succeeded. In 
Lord Howe's victory, the signal was given (the first we 
believe that ever was given, for Rodney's is thought 
to have been rather accident than design), for the 
British fleet to leeward to tack successively and to cut 
the line; the two fleets were instantly intermixed, the 
battle was that of ship to ship, and the event . proved 
the skill of the attack. Indeed, so sensible were the 
French of the cause of our victory, that the Convention 
passed a decree of death against the captain who should 
ever suffer the line to be cut. 

Lord St* Vincent,, indeed, from having greater ad« 
vantages in varying his plan of attack, disregarded the 
general system. .When that illustrious man perceived 

S3 
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Ihe Spanish fleet to windward, consisting of lwen(y- 
seven sail of the line, he in^fanily cut off a division of 
it, though he could nol bring on a general engagement, 
as the enemy in great trepidation, chose rather to fly 
than to succour any part of their squadron. But Lord 
Duncan, in the victory off Camperdown, cut the Dutch 
line immedialely in the centre. 

The battles of Howe, of St. Vincent ; of Dunc&n, 
and of Nelson, as before observed, may all be con- 
sidered as having been fought upon the system of Rod* 
Bey ; excepting that of Trafalgar, in which, though 
the great object was to cut the line as expeditiously as 
possible; an improvement of so much wisdom and im- 
portance was suggested by the illustrifms hero who 
obtained the victory, that we almost hesitate whether 
we should not consider it as the foundation of a new 
aera in naval tactics. 

Our admirals under the present system, can almost 
nntforroily bring on a close engagement; and, when 
the line is once broken, victory may be regarded as 
decisive. Willi the power of compelling ship to en- 
gage with ship, the trial is rather of courage, and of 
nautical and mechanical skill, that of what may be 
strictly termed naval sciencfe ; arid a superiority in this 
respect, from insular, education, from boisterous seais 
wfcich surrcund our coast, and from Ihe perpetual ne- 
cessity of learning navigation in a great part of our 
people, in order to procure subsistence, must always be 
peculiar to the British nation. 

Upon the change in our nav«4 sysleiiJ, it is unneces* 

-^vy to dwell with any length of prawe. Its superiority 

is witnei^sed in its effects ; and I we may rest satisfied, 

Ihet no fturlher improvements of the^nemy, unless the/ 
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should be able lo destroy (he spirit of Great Britain^ and 
annihilate our race of seamen, will ever again put our 
maritime superiority to hazard. 

The amount of the British Navy on the 3 1st of De- 
cember, 1807, was as follows :— 

At sea, 85 ships of the line: 9 from 50 to 44 guns; 
121 frigates; 150.slpop.^, &c. and 1^9 gun-brigs and 
other vessels ; total 524*. — In port and fitting, 29 shipg 
oflhe line ; 6 from 50 to 44 guns ; 46 frigates ; 7 I sloops, 
&c.; and 65 gun-brigs and other vessels; total 217.-*— 
Guard- ships. Hospital-ships, &c. 30 ships of the line; 
5 from 50 to 44 guns, 1 1 frigates, 5 sloop"*, &c.; and 3 
gun-brigs and other vessels ; total 54. — Building, 47 ships 
of the lioe, 18 frigates, 23 sloops, &c. ; and 10 gun-brigs 
and other vessels ; total 98. — In ordinary, (52 shipR of 
the line, 9 from 50 to 44 guns, 65 frigates, 50 ^kxipn, 
&c. and 21 gun-brigs and other vessels; total 2CI^. 
Grand total 1,100. 
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1808. 



General conduct of Great Britain towards tbe Continental Powers 
— Proceedings on the coast of Spain — Surrender of the French 
fleet, at Cadiz — Descent on St. Andero — Liberation of the 
Spanish Army, from Denmark — Sir John Moore's retreat to, 
and embarkation at, Corunna — A^iotories in Portugal — Capture 
of tbe Russian fleet, at Lisbon — Expedition to the Baltic — ^Va- 

. rious actions with the Danish gun-hoats — Capture of the Prince 
Christian Frederick — Baron Hompesch's descent on th» Ferr<»e 
Islands — Stofms — Capture of Tranquebar, in the East Indies 
—Memorable action between the Si. Fiurenzo and Piedmon- 
taisc-^Pn»ceedings in the West Indies — Capture of Marie 
Galante — Capture of Deseada — Unsuccessful attack on St. 
Martin's — Gallann'y and death of Captain Coombe, at Goada- 
loupe— Action off Martinique — Miscellanies — Single actioos, 
-captures^ &c. — Loss of various ships — Domestic occurrences. 

▼ T E cannot commence our account of the naval oc- 
currences of the year J 808, better than by briefly 
adverting to the general conduct of Great Britain 
towards the Continental powers. The Copenhagen 
expedition, the particulars of which are so fully re- 
corded in our preceding pages, was long a theme of 
farious, but impotent declamation, amongst the dis- 
affected in this country ; but, by future historians, it 
vrill be regarded as a master-stroke of British policy, as 
a brilliant proof of political promptitude and talent. 
It was a caupi/e main, that defeated one of the darling 
plans of 'Buonaparte ; and its beneficial effects, to £ng- 
land, will be felt fur many years to come. Had it not been 
for our seizure of tbe Danish fleet, the assistaoce which 
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we had the satisfaction of affording to Portugal, in re* 
moving the royal family to the Brazils and the re?ola- 
tion vrhich took place in Spain, our present relations 
with France would probably have bet'n very different 
from what they are. Not that we conceive Buonaparte 
Would either have effected, or attempted the invasion of 
this country ; but, had it not been for the movements in 
Spain, there is every reason to believe that he would 
have endeavoured to strike a blow in India, for which, 
perhaps, we were not altogether well prepared* His pro-' 
jected operations in that quarter are at least suspended; 
and, al a future period, should we fail in our opposition 
to him .there> it will be our own fault. 

During the whole of the year 1808, BuonaparteV 
*^ <f<w<3/fOiMAfjr«r^'' decrees continued to ei[ist,and so did' 
the inemorable British Orders in Council. Whether 
England suffered more by the former, or France by the 
latter* is a question not very difficttit to answer. That' 
England suffered by the suspension of European and 
American commerce, it would be folly to deny, but her 
sufferings compared with those of France, and the other 
continental powers, were slight indeed^ So bitter is the 
enmity of Buonaparte towards England, thot he would 
rather destroy the country over which he rule?, than 
admit a relaxation of his i«i politic decrees, not withUand<^ 
ing which, the manufactures ot Britain found and will 
continue to find, their way to various parts of the Con-' 
tinent. 

Generally speaking, it may be remarked, that the con * 
duct of Great Britain, throughout the w'^hole of the 
preiient awful contest, has both to her a! lies and her' 
enemies, been liberal, great, and magnanimous. Rex- 
specting Spain, to the affairs of wbich our attention is 
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now irresistibly drawn, the (ruth of this position is par- 
ticalarly apparent. 

$pain» at the commencement of the year, was at peace 
with France, she was regarded as one of the raostdevoted> 
one of the most spiritless, of her vassal states. Castilianho« 
noT,\i wasconsidered^had been lost in the lapse of ages,and 
a nation which had formerly filled the world with theglo- 
ries of its armswas contemplated as in the last stage of po- 
litical degradation. In the month of January, following 
the lineof conduct prescribed by the Corsican, tl^e feeble- 
spirited Spanish monarch issued a decree, in which he 
idly talked of ^'fn-cittg" tt)e English to " renounce* their 
*' unjust tyianr^^ of ihe-seas^ On the 19th of March, 
when but little more than two months had elapsed, from 
this period, the. same abject sovereign voZv«/^t7jr abdi* 
cated his thrpne in favour of bts son, the beloved Prince 
of the Asturias ; Godoy, the infamous minion of a 
more infamous master, was stripped of his honours, and 
his. ill-gotten treasure, and reduced almost tahispri*. 
initive nothingness. The people were pleased with the. 
fall of the favourite, and the fate of Godoy furnished a 
new proof of the adage, that <' a favourite has m friend." 
The people were also plea!«ed with, the assumption of. 
royal power, by their idol, the Prince of Asturias, though 
we must confess that, to this day, we have been on* 
able t > discover in liim any indication of that spirit,, 
that promptitude, that energVi that heroi'^m. 'lat mag- 
nanimity, by which a sovereign, above all other .men, 
ought to be distinguished. Short, however,' was the 
reign of the new monarch. In a few days after his ab« 
dication, the father meanly 9l\x^ falsely denied the volun* 
tmrimss of that act, the son almost as meanly resigned 
the sceptre to Its former impotent possessor, and biHh 
Charles and Ferdinand, aftet having been kidnapped by 
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Ihe Corsicari) were induced, or rather compelled lo 
make over tlieir rights to the Spanish crown, lo a fero- 
cious and low-born advenlqrer. 

Buonaparte had taken a roost artful method of ac- 
cord plishing his object H\ Spain. Under the speciouj 
mask of friendship, he had ob!ained admission for a 
number of his troops into the very heart of the country, 
and, by d?nt of intrigue, he had drawn the flower of the 
Spanish army from their homes, to fight his battles in 
distant part* df Europe. Spain was thus doubly en- 
feebled, doubly exposed to the attacks of her oppressor. 
The ferocious General Murat, one of the murderers of 
the Princess Lamballe, entered Madrid about the same 
time that the impotent Charles reclaimed the crown, 
under th« sanction of that ruffian, a most horrible mas- 
sacree of the inhabitants of Madrid took place on the 2d 
of May. Dreadful, however, as that day p«oved, it wai 
not without its beneficial consequences, it operated as a 
powerful stimulus to vengeance, it thoroughly aroused 
the dormant energies bf the Spaniard-?. 

It was with pleasure, and with pride, lliat the resur-i 
rection, as it might be termed, of Spanish valour and 
patriotism was contemplated by the English. In the 
month of June, the Junta of Seville declared war against 
France, ih6 provincial juntas were all unanimous in 
evincing the same ardent spirit of independence, the 
mass of the population appeared to pant for vengeance, 
and for liberty " death or victor^* was the sentiment in- 
scribed upon their banners, and conscious of the justice 
of their cause, invoking heaven for success, they rushed 
in confidence to (he field. The deeds of valour which 
they performed were great and incredible, and the most 
sanguine expectations were entertained of the ultimate 
' triunapb-ofiiberlyand justice. 
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England sal nol a calm speclalress of the conflict ; in* 
spired with congenial sentiments, she took the roost 
lively^ the most generoas, the roost active interest in 
all that passed. Ara)s and money were supplied, and 
troops were oflTeredy and Spaip was treated altogether 
9S Ihough she bad been allied to us by the inost solemn 
treaties and obligations. Reposing an implicit confidence 
in the honour of the Spaniards, we acted towards them 
Qti the purest dictates of that principle. 

It must be recollected, however, that at the com« 
mencement of the year. Great Britain and Spain were 
actually at war, aiKl previously to the commencement of 
vbat may with justice be called the Spanish, revolution, 
the English navy had effected several captures from the 
^oemy. 

One of the most materia] of these, vras on the 4th of 
Aprils when the Alceste Captain Maxwell, look seven 
Urtanes,\ and destroyed two gun-boats. The Alceste, 
Mercury, and Grasshopper brig» were at anchor off 
St* Sebastian's, when a large convoy of the enemy was 
discovered coming close along shore from the northward, 
under the protection of about twenty gun*boats, and a 
Dumeious train of flying artillery on the beach. At 
three F. M. Captain Maxwell made the signal la weigh 
and attack the convoy, and stood directly jo for the 
body of them, then off the town of Rota ; at four the 
enemy's shot and shells from the gun^boatsand batteriet 
going far over them, his Majesty's ships opened their 
fire, which was kept up with great vivacity until half 
past six, when we had taken seven of the .convoy, and 
drove a great many others, on shore on the surf, com* 
pelled the gun^boats to retreat, which they did verj 
reluctantlv»adni not till two of them were destroyed, and 
actually silenced the batteriet at Rot9# whkh bilcr 
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tef vice wai peiformed by ihe extraordinary gallantry and 
good condact of Captain Searle, in the Grasshopper^ 
who kept apon the shoalHo the southward of the town, 
•o near «9 to drive the eoemy from the gun!« with grape 
hom his thirly-two pound carronades, and at the same 
time kept in check a division of gunboats (liat had come 
out from Cadi«, to assist the others engaged by the AI« 
cesle and iid ercurjt. 

In the mooth follovving. Captain SearFe, mentioned 
&bove« assisted by Lieutenant Burgh, of (he Rapid sloop, 
bad the good fortune to take (wo Spanish vessels, from; 
South America, and two gun-boatfli, and (o. destroy Vato 
other gun-boaU, ofTFaro. The cargoes of (tie Spanish ves* 
«els were estimated at 30,000l each. The enemy fouj/hl 
despera.ely, and in the two cap(ured gun-boe(8 alone, 
they had iprty killed and wc^unded. Captain Searfe had 
one man killed* and three wounded^ and was slightly 
Vvounded himself. 
This, we believe, was the U^i capture qf any imporU 
* ance, that wa^ ejected from the Spaniards. Buonaparte, 
having secured the royal family of Spain, had pro* 
claimed his bro(her Joseph king of. (hat country, cir* 
Gumstahces which exaspera(ed the inhabitants to (he 
highest degree ; and courting the assistance of England, 
Ihey liberated all the English prisoners, admit(ed ouc 
officers on shore in their ports, and dispatched several- 
deputies to London, with official over(ures« 

In the mean lime, the French were, not without re»> 
son, exceedingly abrmed for the safely of their fleet, 
consisting of five sail of the line and a frigate,, in Cadiz 
harbour. Admiral Purvis, who had been detached 
ibilher with » squadron from Lord Collingword's fleet 
offered to assist the Spaniards in taking them; but con- 
fident in their own strength, the brave fellows lejecled ' 
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the offer, as also that of General Spencer* who had' 
landed with a body of troops. Of this important enter- 
prise, which uhimately succeeded to the fullest extent, 
we copy the following particulars, from one of the 
Spanish official Papers:— 

" Roval Isle tf Um, Jum JO, 
" At a quarter past three in the evening of the 9th in* 
ttant, the batteries on the channel del Trocadero, opened 
upon the French squadron, consbling of five ships of the 
line and one frigate. Those ofthe arsenal* of I he Caracca, 
of the store-houses and magazines, situated at the point 
of the Cantero, followed immediately, ahd were sup« 
ported by the flotilla stationed in the said arsenal, and bj 
that on the Cadiz station, which anchored opposite 
Fortuis, while the French ships themselves lay in the 
canal of the arsenal, in such a position that they were 
oat of reach of the cannon of the castles, as well as of 
our owo.^quadron. The French ship of the Jine Alge* 
ziras, finding herself greatly annoyed by the mortar bat- 
tery of the Cantero, directed the whole of her fire 
against it, and succeeded in dismounting its ordnance, 
but without killing any of the men. The gun-boat. No. 
17, commanded by Ensign (of frigate] Valdes, and 
Escalero's Mistico weresuiik, but no lives lost, as during 
the whole of the engagement we had but three or four 
killed, and at many wounded. With respect to the 
enemy, we are unaquainted with the extent of their 
loM. Their ships have cuffed in their hulls, but not 
in their masts \ the Algeziras alone having lost her fore 
topHnasI and cross-jack-yard. A few shot from the 
•nemy'« (figate fell into the arsenal, one of which killed 
•ne of the slaves; three reached the stores but dkl no 
hanDf 
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One of ihe enemy's gun- boats blew up^ and three boats 
were lowerjed from tbe stern of one of their line of battle 
ships, but whether with people in them is not known. 
The firing on both sides ceased at eight o'clock ; and 
during the remainder of the night, our batteries con- 
tinued to throw a few shells, and the French did the 
same, so that it did not appear to be an action, but 
rather minpte guns fired upon tho death of a general 
officer, until nine this mornings when the engagement 
was renewed with great activity on both sides, till three 
o'clock in the afternoon, at Which time the Hero, Ros* 
self's Bag ship, hoisted a Spanish flag on the fore. 
Upon this, the Prince, one of our ships of the line, hoist- 
ed a flag of truce, fired one gun, and sent oflT her barge. 
She was an hour and a quarter upon this mission, and, 
on her return to the Prince, she was observed going to 
Cadiz. Our General was afterwards summoned to that 
city^ and is not 'yet come back, (half past^nine}, so that 
the result is not known. The firing of coarse bad dis- 
continued ever since (he said hour of three*. This 
evening they are erecting a battery of eight twenty« 
four pounders, close to the bridge of the new towp, 
which in case matters should not be adjusted, will be 
ready to-morrow morning, and from its advantageous 
situation, may annoy the enemy very much. The Ar- 
gonaute (a ship of the line formerly belonging to the 
French, who exchanged her for one of ours,) also went 
out of the Caracca (his evening; for the purpose of taking 
up a favourable position to fire upon them, togethef 
with a large merchantman, within half cannon shot.^ 
The latter is a little below Puntales, and provided with 
with artillery ; and it is said that there are in bgtb, fur- 
naces for heatinjr red hot balls. The French kept u|^ 
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a very high fife during (he aftcrtwon, particularly th« 
head ship ai^d the frigates.^' 

Cariix, Jime 1 4. 

*' Last night it vras notified to the French squadron, 
that a hew battery of thirty 36-pounclerft and eight 
24-pounder% was ready to open upon it wiihin half can- 
non shot, in case k should not surrender. This morning 
at seven, no answer having been returned^ the aigfial 
for general action mas made on board ihe Prince ; upoo 
whi^h the French surrendered at eight. The Officers 
wanted to fight to the fast, but the crews revoked 
against them, and compelled them to strike. 

'* The General of our squadron immediately repaired 
in his Ofirge, on board the French Admiral's ship* 
and' r/:iurjied to his own with the French General. 

' " Th6 many vessels which were in readiness, either to 
give assistance in case of shipwreck, or to remove ihe 
crews in case they surrendered, went along-side the 
ships of the line, and in the course of the day, the 
latter were manned by our sailors, all tlie French 
having been previously removed. The seamen have 
been a)nducted to tiie four lowers in Caracca, the 
marines to Puntales, and (he OfHcers on board a ship 
in the bay, which has been fitted out for that purpose, 
and is called Ponton." 

" .From the same source as the above, is given the foU 
lowing letter of Admiral Rosilly, (o the Spanish Admi- 
ral, previously to his Surrender ; — 

** CaptaI!! Genera t. On ioartltfie Htro, in tie Bay 

^Cai^iz, l^fiJunCflSOS. 
•« I find myself compelled, in consequence^ of the 
means cxercbed against me, to giv« up the fleet 
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vnder my command, without further resistance; seeing 
tfmt fttstbe intei^st of both nations itot to destroy tb« 
ships. 

" Although your Excellency has not announced to me 
that the crews of the ships under my command, as 
well as their property, should be respected, I should 
reckon too much on Spanish honour, and the known ge^ 
nerosity of your own character, to entertain an^ fears 
on those subjects. 

" I request that your Excellency will only send a 
few troops at first, that the crews may evacuate ship af- 
ter ship, in order to avoid the confusion* which has on 
soch occasions taken place. 

According to the law of war, I request that you will 
permit or procure permission for roe to send an officer. 
to his majesty the Emperor of the French, in order that 
I may be able to give him an account of the events 
which have taken place- 

/' I h^ve the honour to be, 

'• With the highest ccMisideration, 

'* Your Excellency's most humble servant, 
(Signed) '* Ro^elly.** 

French Ships taken at Cadiz, 
Ships. Guns. Ship^. Guns. 

Neptune..... ....... 84 Argonaut 74 

Pluton.. 74 Algesiras j.% 

Hero ....... ........ 74 And a Frigate 

The British government, as anxious to support the 
f>oble-minded Spaniards as the Spaniards were to hail 
Englishmen as their brothers, liberated all the Spanisb 
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]!)risoiien m this country; clothed ^theoii fupplied them 
with necessaries, and sent them home. They also sent 
over large quantities of arms, ammunition* clothing, &c. 
for the use of the Patriots ; and on the 4.th of July, the 
following Order hi Council was issued, declaring an 
entire cessation of hostilities against Spain :— 

^* His Majesty having taken info his consideratfOK 
the glorious exertions of the Spanish nation, for the de- 
liverance of their country from the tyranny and usufpa* 
lion of France, and the assurances which his Majesty 
has received from several of the province^ of Spain of 
(heir friendly disposition towards this kingdom ; his Ma« 
jesty is pleased, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered ; 

** First, That all hostlHties against Spain, on the part 
of his Majesty, shall immediately cease. 

^ Secondly, That the blockade of all the ports of 
Spain, except such as may lie still in the possession, 
er under the controul of France, shall be forewith 
raised, 

•'Thirdly, Th&t all ships and vessels belonging to 
Spain shall have free admission into the ports of his 
Majesty's dominions^ as l>erore the present hosti- 
lities, 

" Fourthly, That all ships and vessels belonging to 
Spa n, which shall be met at sea by his Majesty's 
ships and cruisers, shall be treated in the same jnanner 
•s the ships of 4ates in amity with his Majesty, 
and shall be suffered to carry on ^ny trade now 
considered by hi!» Majesty to be lawfully carried on by 
neutral «hips. • 

«' Fifthly, That all vessels and goods belonging .to 



persons Vesiding in the Spiirtish colon?«^> \?BfcB ihik\t 
be detained by any of his Majesty^s craisers after, the 
^ate iierebt^ shall be brought into port, and khall be 
carerully preserved in safe custtydy, to await his Ma- 
jesty^ further pleasure until it shall be known wheth^ 
the said colonies shall have made common cause ilvitb 
Spain against the power of France. 

" And the Right Hoii. the Lords CommissioAers 
6f his Majes(y*is Treasury, his Majesty*s Secretaries of 
Stale, the Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty, tK^ 
Judge of 'the High Coui'f of Admiralty, and the Judges 
of the Courts 'of Vice Admiralty, are to take such ih^a* 
iures herein as to them may r^sp'ectiVely "appertain/* 

Almost immediately iifler the surrender of the French 
fleet at Cadiz, Ci!pfain Digly of the Cossack, and 
Captain Daly of the Comet, were em ployed in as^ht- 
ing the inhabitants df St. Andei'O, dn the north coast of 
Spain, against im expected attack from thie French, 
and in bringing off such English and 'dthers as might 
wish to come away. The French having advanced 
to within a few miles of the town, Capt. Daly, on, 
the nigbt of the 21st of J a he, Spiked (he gifns in two 
forts, near the town. At day -tight oh the morning .off 
the 22d, he says, " we-stood into the bay, and manned 
and armed two boats from each ship under Capt. Daly, 
accompanied by Lieut. H. I^I. Herbert 6f the Cos- 
^ck, and Lieut Read of the marines, with vdluTiteers. 
They left the Cossack sobn after 6 o'clock, landed about 
eijght, spiked all the guns In fort St. Salvador de Ano, 
anii fort Sedra, and wedgeH shot in the chambers of 
them, which renders them quite useless. Thb magazine 
was at some little distance, and had five hundred whole 
barrels of pbWdelrin it, besides other stores; part was 
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thrown over ihe cliff into the sea ; the magazine was 
blown up about ten o'clock; also Fort Sedra. The two 
other forts on the west side of the hay, they could not 
attempt, as the surf was too high. Bt^fore they set fire 
to the first train, the French had entered the town, and a 
strong guard was expected at the forts : the boats left 
the shore by 1 1 o'clock, and had just got round the 
point of De Ano, when 'a considerable body oF French 
dragoons appeared on the hill, and took post near the 
smoaking ruins of the magazine/' 

A still more important service was subsequently reo* 
dtred to the Spanish cause, by the navy of this coun* 
try, in the liberation of a large body of Spanish troops 
from Denmajk, whither they had been drawn by the 
delusive artifices of the French ruler. 

Admiral Keates, who was the officer employed on this 
occasion, thus writes, under the date of August 1 i .*-> 
" By an immediate and zealous puri^uil of (he measures 
recommended in the dnplicat^e of inslructiciis received 
by the Musquito on the 5.th instant,, his Excellency the 
Marquis de la Romana and nearly 6000 of the Spa« 
nish troops under his command, were embarked this 
morning at Nyborg, which place he took possession of 
on the 9th. 

*' By a combination of the same ^ plan, more than 
1000 have joined us this morning by sea, from Jutland^ 
and another ^thousand are thrown into Langeland, to 
strengthen the post held by the Spanish forces in that 
island, where it is proposed tp land the remainder, in 
the moment circumstances of the weathejr will permit 
our moving, 

" No doubt could be entertained of the honour and 
patriotism of soldiers, who, indignant at the propotel of 
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denerltng their tltegitRcey though surrounded by hostile 
battalion^ planted their colours in the centre of a circk 
they had formed^ and. swore on (heir knees to be faiths 
ful to their coiMitry. All were equally anxioav of re* 
turning to it. BiU one regiment in Jutland was too 
distant and too critically sit uate4 to efR'ct its escape; 
and tw^ in Zealand, after having Brqd on the French 
General Frifton> who ^mmanded them* and killed ona 
of his Md-deH;ampt> have been diarroedc^ 

*' Some untonrard circarastances having occRMoned 
fuspiciofli and pade r premature execution of the 
plan necessary, the wind and cnrrent being adverse, 1 
left the Siiperb en the 8lh, and went in my barge to 
the Brunswick, off Nyborg, and two hours after m^i 
flag was hoisted. On ihe 9th the General took pot* 
session of the town. 

" Although the Danish garrison yielded to ctrcwn* 
stances, an armed brig of 1 8 guns, the Fame, and a cul'* 
(er, the Sabrman of 12, moored across the harbour near 
the town, rejected all remou^^trance on the part of the 
Danes, and every ofier of security made by the General 
androyself. The reduction of the vessels being absolutely 
necessary, and the Spanish General unwiJIiog to act 
bostilely against Denmark, such small vessels and boats 
Rs could be collected were put under the command of 
Captain M'Namara of the Edgar, who attacked and 
took them. On this occasion I have to lament the loss of 
Lieutenant Harvey, an officer of much merit, of the Su« 
perb, and two seamen wounded ; the enemy had sev\eii 
killed and thirteen wounded. 

" The Spaniards, irritated at this opposition, departed 
in some measure from the General's intention^ and fired 
some shot at them before they struck. 
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'*' Fifty-seven sloops or doggers found in the port 
l^ere fitted by the seamen, into which great part of 
the artillery, baggage^ and stores were embarked that 
night and the following day, and removed to the Point 
of Slipsharn, four mites from Nyborg, where the army 
was embarked safely, and without opposition, this 
morning, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the 
weather, and they are now under the protect ibn of his 
-Majesty's ships at anchorage off the island of Sparoe* 

'* Every unavoidable act of hostility was rigidly ab- 
ftained from ; for I did not consider it any to bring away 
the brig and cutter that rejected our offer of securiiy, 
and forcibly opposed our entrance. I^ even undertook 
to liberate the vessels empbyed as transports, provided 
no interruption was made by any»to the peaceable em* 
barkation of our friends. 

** It is not easy to express the joy felt by every class 
of the army at this event. The regiment of Zamora 
made a march of eighteen Danish miles in twenty-one 
hours," 

The Marqu4s of Romana, with the ^^ hole of hia 
army, was shoidy afterwards safely landed in Spain» 
where, for a considerable time, the affairs of the Spa- 
niards were exceedingly prosperous. Unfortunately, 
however, towards the close of the year, chiefly from 
the want of a proper understanding between the re« 
spective armies, the gallant Sir John Moore, who had 
penetrated a considerable distance into the country of 
Spain, in support of (he inhabitants against the French, 
found bimstlf under the necessity of retreatmg, and of 
falling back upon Corunna ; from which portf after sun« 
taining a dreadful conflict with the enemj^ and gain* 
ing immortal honour in their leadei's deaths the shat« 
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tered remains of Sir John Moore's army embarked for 
England in the ensuing January. 

The Spanish fortress of Rosas having been allacked 
by an Italian army, in the service of France, some of 
our naval officers, especially Lord Cockrane, the com« 
roander of ihe Imperieux, had an opportunity of dis* 
tinguishing themselves, in ihe months of November and 
December. The Imperieux, with other ships, vi^as em* 
ployed in the Bay of Rosas, to assist the Spaniards in 
defending the fortress of that place ; and Lord Cock- 
rane, with his accustomed alacrity and spirit, landed, 
'^nd took upon himself the defence of Trinity Castle* 
an outwork of the garrison, on which its preservation 
depended. At that time (November 22,) the garrison, 
which consists of only about eighty Spaniards, was on 
the point of surrendering. With this handful of men, 
joined by' a similar number of seamen and marines 
from the Impereuse, Lord Cochrane made the most 
astonishing exertions ; and on the 30ih of the month,' 
when a general assault was made upon the castle by 
1,000 picked men, he drove the assailants back, with 
the loss of their commanding officer, storming equipage, 
and all who attempted to mount the breach. At length, 
finding it impossible to resist the overwhelming num* 
berspf the French, the citadel of Rosas capitulated- on 
the 5th of December ; and as farther resistance in 
Trinity Castle, would have been useless and impracti- 
cable. Lord Cochrane blew up the magazines, and' 
returned to his ship.. The gallantry of his Lordship, in 
this instance, did not fail to call forth appropriate praise. 
•• The heroic spirit and ability,** says his Commander' 
10 Chief, " which has been evinced by Lord Cochrane, 

t 
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in defending (his caittle, although so shattered in its 
works, against the repeated attacks of I he enemy is an 
admifabie intlance ol hiR Lordship'< z^^al/' One of the 
Spanish Gaztte's too, after uot*c.ng, in the itandsomest 
ternv?, his preceding servicer, concluded by saving, ** It 
it a sufficteni eubgium iipi.n bis character to mention, 
thftt in the defence o. tht? Caslle of Trinidad (Trinity 
Cantle) when the Spanish flag, ^hoistedc on. ihe wa)I» 
fsU into the ditch, under a most dreafiful Jire from the 
edemy, iis Lordfhip ^ottA ihe miy penstm, who, regardless 
of tlie shower of balls flying about hiro« decended inta 
the ditch, returned with the flag, and happily: succeeded 
in placing it where it was before/' 

On the coast of P6rtuga1 we have already seen that 
at thecla^e of the. year 1B07, our navy had rendered 
the most important services to the legitimate govern- 
ment of that country. Early in 180B^ the British 
squadron arrived safely at the Brazils, with the Por- 
tuguese Royal Family on board ; and the honouis anj^ 
rewards which were conferred upon Sir Sidney Smith» 
(who followed them thither) and on the respec((Vo 
officers employed, aflford the strongest proof of the ex* 
alted estimation in wbipb their services were hoMen by 
the Prince Regent. 

In the mean time, the French established themselves 
in Lisbon^ and in many other parts of Portugal, levying 
enormous contributions on the inhabitants, and. treating 
them with the greatest severity. The spirit of the 
Spaniards, however, had difisued itsielf amongst their 
* oppressed neighbours,, the Portugue^, and in several 
places, the French experienced a degree of resistance 
which they by no means expected* At Oporto alone, 
two revolutions took place between the 10th and 30th 
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of June. For a time the Spaniards had held the forU 
of that place; but after thejf had delivered then) into 
the custody of the Portuguese, and the national colours 
were every where hoisted, the French were'again able 
to' establish their authority in consequence of the weak 
and undetermined measures of the Governor, Louis 
d'Oliveria; they maintained it till the 16lh, the day of 
Corpus Christ], a great national festival, when it had 
been usual for the Portuguese to attend with colours 
flying. The Gevernor d'Oliveria, in consequence of 
orders from Junot, attempted to establish the French 
flag instead of the Portuguese at the procession. This 
violent attack on the national custom ofiended the po- 
pulace so greatly, that an attempt to compromise on the 
part of the governor had no effect; and on the 18fh, 
in the evening, they were excited to such a degree of 
i'ury, that, countenanced by the priests, the people 
rose, broke open the arsenals, and supplied themselves 
with 25,000 stand of arms. From this moment all 
French authority ceased ; and evety man, either French 
or su<!pecled of being inclined to the French interest 
\MX< arrested. The Bishop of Oporto was elected Go- 
vernor, and an army of i'0,000 men, sent to meet the 
French, who had advanced, to the amount of 30,000, 
within six leagues of Oporto. 

From the time that the Portuguese Royal Family left 
the Tagus, the mouth of that river had been closely 
blockaded by an English squadron. In the course of 
the summer, a formidable military force was dispatched 
from this country to Portugal, under the command of 
Sir Arthur Wellesley; and in consequence of two impor* 
tant victories which that General obtained over the 
French at Lisbon, tlie enemy was obliged to evacuate 
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that kingdom; and (he Ruy;ian fleet, the grand object 
of the English blockade, fell into the hands of the vie- 
tors. Neither the terms, however, on which the Rus- 
fiian fleet was obtained, nor those which were agreed 
upon for the evacuation of Portugal by the French, gave 
sat iiifaction in this country ; as, instead of making the 
French soldiers prisoners of war and bringing them to 
England to be exchanged, we ourselves conveyed 
them to France, with their arms and baggage, and a 
great part of the treasure which Ihey bad plundered 
from (he utvfortunate inhabitants ; and instead of mak- 
ing an actual prize of (he Russian ships, we weakly 
submitted to receive them as a deposit, tO'be unconJition* 
ally restored to the Emperor of Russia, at the period 
of peace.. The natute and extent of the capture^ how- 
ever, will be best seen by the following Articles of a 
Convention entered into between Vice Admiral Sinia- 
\in. Knight of the OrfJerof St. Alexander, and other 
Russian Orders, and Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. 
for (he surrender of the Russian Fleet, in the River 
Tagus. 

'« Art. I. The ships of war of the Emperor of Russia 
now in (be Tagus, as specified in ihe annexed list, 
shall be delivered up (o Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, 
iipmedia(ely, with all (heir stores ns they now are, to be 
sent to England, and there held as a deposit )>y his 
Britannic Majesty, to be restored to his Imperial Ma- 
jesty, wi(hin six months after the conclusion of peace 
between his Briannic Majesty and his Intperial Majesty 
ibe Emperor of Russia. 

'* Art. II. Vice- Admiral Siniavin, with the officers, 
sailors, and marines, under hi& €Olnin9nd, to return lo 

5 
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Eu!{sia without any condition or stipulation respecting 
their future services ; to be conveyed there in men of 
war, or proper ve^seIs, at the expencc oF his Britannic 
Majesty. 

. ** Done and concluded on board the ship Twcrdjiv, in 
theTagUi;, and on board his Britannic Majesty's 
ship Iliberuia, off the Mouth of that River> llie. 
5d day of September, ISOS. 

(Signed) '* I)e Seniavin. 

** CHAKLks Cotton. 

*• (Counter-signed) by command of the Admiral, 

L. L. Sass, A-^sasseur de College. 
*' (Counter-8'gned) by command of the Admiral^ 
James iteNNEov, Secretary." 

List of tie S flips ref erred to in the foregoing Convention, 

Tvverday, Vice- Admiral Siniavin, Captain du Ist 
rang Melayoff, of 74 guns, and 736* men. 

Skoroy, Captain du 1st rang Scheliing, of 60%un«, 
and 521- men. 

Sic Hclene, Captain di\ 2d rang^Bilchenskoy, of 7^ 
guns, and 5^8 men. 

S. Cofjiel, Captain du ^d rang Roshnoff, of 74- guns, 
and 610 men. 

Katvizan, Captain 2d rang Rlishchoff, of 66 guns, 
and 549 men. 

Silnoy, Captain-Lieutenant Alalygruin, of 7 4 guns, 
and 604 men, 

Motchnoy, Captain Lieutenant Rasvosoff, of 74 guns, 
and 62:j men. 

Rafael, Captain-Lieutenant Bytcheniikoy, of 80 guns,, 
and 64v> men. 

u2 
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• FrcgaUe Kil(Iu}'n, Caplaiii-Lieulenant DournolT, of 
£6 guii)?, and 522 men. 

Yarowslaval, Caplain du 2d rang Milkoff, of 7i 
guns, and 567 men. 
Total — 5685 men. 

(Signed) Malivjeff, leCapltaine de Paven, 

The terms of the above Convention were strictly ad» 
hered to, and the Russian ships are at this time safe in 
Portsmouth harbour. 

Unfortunately fur the credit of the oflicfers who agreed 
to the military conveniioji, the French troops, under 
General Junot, who were conveyed to France in En- 
glish &liipping ; arrived there in sufficient time, to enable 
Ihem to return to Spain, to assist in the attack upon 
Sir John Moore; who, as we have already observed, 
lost his life In the contest, and his army was obliged to 
embark for England. 

/\fter the evacuation of Portugal by the French, the 
British Government restored the Island of Madeira to 
ihe dominion of his most faithful Majesty ; and issued an 
order in Council, restoring to its former owners, all the 
Portuguese properly which had been captured by the 
English cruisers, &c. 

In the spring of ihe year, an expedition was fitted 
out, wilh the view of taking or deslrO)ini; the Russian 
fleet in the Baltic. It accordingly saileJ from Yar- 
mouth, under the command of Sir James Saumarez 
and Sir Uichard Keates, on the lOlh of May. The 
naval force consisted of H)Ine sail of ihe line, five frigates, 
six sloops and thirteen gun-brigs, wilh upwards of 
two hundred sail of transports, wiih troops; eighty of 
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which had horses on board. Several gan boats accom' 
panied the expedition, made upon a new construction, 
drawing onfy two Feet water, and carrying a long eigh- 
teen-pounder and a carronade. 

Sir James Sauraarez formed a junction with tho 
Swedish fleel> in the Baltic; but it was not till August, 
that any proceedings of importance look place. Sir 
Samuel Hood, who commanded the Centaur, addressed 
a letter to his Commander-in-Chief, on the 2nh of 
(hat raonlh; in which he states, that the Uusian squa- 
dron, under the command of Vice- Admiral Hanickhoff, 
after being chased thirty-four hours by his Swedish 
Majesty's squadron, under Rear-Admiral Nauckhotf, 
accompanied by the Centaur and Implacable, had been 
forced to take shelter in the port of Rogerswick, with 
the loss of one ship of 74 guns. The Russian squadrofi 
appeared off Oro Road on the 23d, The arrangement 
forquitling that anchorage, after his Swedish Majesty's 
ships from Junglar Sound had joined Rear-Admiral 
Nauckhoff, were completed on the evening of the 24.lh, 
Early the next morning the whole force put to Se»; 
soon after the Russian fleet was discovered oft' Hango 
Udd, wind N.E. every sail was pressed by his Swedisjk^^ 
Majesty's squadron. From the superior sailing of the 
Centaur and Implacable, they were soon in advance; 
at the close of the evening the enemy were not far oft*, 
in disorder. On the 26th, about five o'clock, the Jra^ 
placable was able to bring the It* ewardmost line of bailie 
ship to close action ;. although the enemy's ship I'ought 
with the greatest bravery, she was silenced in about 
twenty minutes ; and only the near approach of Ihe ene- 
my's whde flieel could have prevented her then /jailing 
into our hands, bercolour;jand pendant being both do wn^ 
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The Russian Admiral having seni a frigate io (ovv the 
disabled ship, again hauled hn wind, and (be In^placable 
being ready to make sail. Sir Samuel Hood immediately 
gave chace, and soon obliged the frigate to cast off 
lier tow, when the Russian Admiral was again under 
the necessity to support her by several of his line of 
' '-battle ships bearing down ; and Sir S. Hood had 
every prospect of thus bringing on a general action ; 
to avoid which the Russian Admiral availech himself of 
a favourable slant of wind, and entered the port of 
RogersMrick. The ship engaged by the Implacable^ 
liaving fallen to leeward, grounded on a shoal at the 
entrance of (he port ; there being then some swell. 
Sir S. Hood had a hope she must have been destroyed; 
but the wind moderating towards the evening, she 
appeared to ride at anchor, and exertions were made 
to repair her damage. At sun-set finding the swell 
abated, and boats sent by the Russian fleet to tow her 
into port ; Sir 8. Hood directed Captain Webley lo 
stand in and endeavour to cut her off. The boats had 
made a considerable progress, and the enemy's ship 
a^was just entering (he port, when the Centaur had the 
jT^^ood fortune lo lay her on board ; her bowsprit takin^^ 
iir* the Centaur's fore-rigging, she swept along wiih her 
bow grazing the muzzles of her guns, wljich was the 
only signal for their di-^charge, and the enemy's bows 
were drove in by this raking fire. When ti.e bowsprit 
came to the mizen-rigging, Sir S. Hood ordered it to 
be lashed : this was performed, in a most steady manner, 
by the exertions of Captain Webley, Lieutenant Law* 
less, Mr. Strode, the master, and otiier brave men, 
under a heavy fire from the enemy ^ mu-queiry, by 
which JLieutenanL Lawless was severely wounded. No* 



■"■ * 



OR, EEGISTER OP NAVAL ACTIONS. '2$5 

thing could withstand the cool agd deterroined Hre of 
the marines under Captain Ba^^iey and the other officera^ 
a!> well as the fire from the Centaur's sternrchaseguns; 
and in less than halt an hour she wais obhged lo sur« 
render. Captain Martin now anchored his ship in a 
position to heav«* the Centaur off, after she and llie 
prize had grounded, which was fortunately effected ati 
the moment two of the enemy's ships were seen undor 
sail^ standing towards them, but retreated as they saw 
the ships extricated from this ditHcuhy. The prize 
proved to be the Sewolod, of 74 guns, Captain R'odneff; 
she had so pauch water in her, and being fast on shore, 
after taking o^t the prisoners aad wounded men. Sir 
S. Hood was obliged t» give orders for her being burnt ; 
which service was completely effected under the direc- 
tion of Lieutenant Bidduiph^ of ihe'Ceniaur, by seven 
o'clock in the morning. The Centaur had three killed^ 
and twenty-seven wounded. The Implacable had six 
killed and twenty-six wounded. The Sewolod had 
forty-three killed and eighty wounded, in the action 
with the Implacable; 180 killed and missing, in th€ 
action with the Centaur, Total 303 killed^ woundec}, 
and missing. 

Of this action, and the prelilninary moveraentf?, the 
following Russian official accout was subsequently pub^ 
lished : — 

** On the 9th of August, Admiral PauckhofF set sail 
from Hangudd with his squadron, composed of nine 
sail of the line and nine frigates, for Jungfrusand, for 
the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's position, and 
to form his plan of operations* He found the enemy's 
fleet at anchor in Jangfrusund, among the cliffs, con« 
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sisting of eighteen s^, parlly line of battle ships, and 
partly frigates. Admiral Nauckhoff was cruising oflT 
Jungfrusund until I he* i'Sih, when his headmost ship 
made the signal that the enemy's fleet was weighing 
anchor. Admiral Nauckhoff immediately detached a 
corvette lo observe the enemy's movements, formed 

*)iis fleet in order of batde, and beat about to the east- 
ward, in order not to be cut ofl?* from his port, deter- 
mined to give battle. 

** The samc^day the enemy's fleet was observed from 
the mast head, working towards our squadron, in com- 
pany with two English sail of the line. Admiral 
Nauckhoff resolved to attack (he enemy the following 
day, and beat about the whole' night, in order not to 
lose the wind. At break of day, being oflf Baltic Port, 
he discovered to leeward the enemy's flee*, composed 
of thirteen sail of the line and five hrge frigates ; among 
the former were two English ships, one of 'wrhich was 
a three-decker, and bore the Admiral's pendant, and 
the other was a two-decker, of the largest size, and 
among the Swedish was aI,*o a three decker. The 
enemy's van, headed by two English sail of the line, 
reared our rear, ami at five o'clock in the morning 

,the two English ships attacked successively the slern- 
most ship of our line, Sewolod, which had somewhat 
fallen to leeward. When Admiral Nauckhoff savr 
the manoeuvres of the enemy, he bore d^wn on him 
with the whole of his squadron. Tlie English fearful 
to be cut off from their line» tacked and were followed 
by the Swedes. Captain Rudnew, commander of the 
Sewolod, with the utmost gallantry, beat of^' twice 
the enemy's attack, but suffered considerably in hit 

rigging. The main-top mast and yard were shair 
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(ered by llie enemy's fire, the fofcgtop gallant mast was 
spill, and the Sevvolod was no TRiger able to main- 
tain her place in the line, of which Captain Rud- 
new informed the commander-in chief by signal. Ad^ 
miral Nauckhoff, who witnessed the above facts, per- 
mit led him to run into Baltic Port, and a frigate con- 
voyed him thither. By this means our line, before a 
general engagement could be commenced, had lost 
one ship; and another, the Severnga. Swesda (North 
Star], received on a sudden so much damage in her 
fore-top mast, that she would not carry her fore-top 

' sail and was consequently also disabled duly to main* 
tain her place in the line. 

" By this circumstance the enemy gained a great 
superiority of slrenglb, and Admiral Nauckhoff found 
it accordingly expedient to stand with his squadron off 
Baltic Port. The enemy stood in consequence thereof, 
on the snme course, keeping their wind ; and the English 
ships displayed ail their skill to cut off our damaged 

' ship, the Sewoiod, which was no longer able to keep 
up with our line. In order to frustrate this plan of the 
enemy. Admiral Nauckhoff made signal for the rear to 

' cover the said ship, and afford her all possible assistance; 
but owing to her having fallen considerably" to the lee- 
ward, she was not able, in spite of the utmost exertion! 
madii by her own commander, as well as by the captains 
of the other ships, to round the north*poinl of Baltic 

' port, and enter that harbour in company with the rest 
of our ships, but necessitated to drop anchor on the 
north side of this island, close in with the shore. - 

** In the mean time the commander-in-chief entered 
the above port, brought up in line of baXtIc, and made 

' all necessary arrangements to repulse the enemy ; who, 
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however, made no altack, but slood out at sea wiih his 
whole fleet. ^ 

" Admiral Nauckhoff immedla(e1v ordered (hose ex- 
perienced officers, Caplain-Lieulenant Miniskoy and 
Fuludjew to put off With ali the row-boats of the 
squadron, to the assistance of the Sewolod, and to en* 
deavour to bring hep back to the fleet. These two 
gallant officers used iheir best efforts for tliat purpose^ 
but the two English ships of the line coming up, sue* 
cessively attacked the Sewolod and dispersed the row* 
boats, which Caplain-Lieulenant Minisko)', however^ 
succeeded lo rally^ and rejoined with them the squa- 
dron, 

•' Captahi Rudnew, undismayed by their retreat, 
continued to make the most vigorous resistance, con- 
stantly and closely engaged wilh one of the two English 
ships, which suflTered severely, and the slaughter was 
great on both sides ; nor would the conflict have been 
ended ; but with tj\e total <lestruction of the combatants, 
had not the other English ship also come up with the 
Sewolod and given his broadside, by which she was 
completely disabled iVom continuing the contest any 
longer. It was but then that the English were able to 
rcttder themselves masters of ihe Sevsolod, or rather her 
wreck covered with dead bodies; fifty-six of her crew 
saved them^^elves by swimming, and the rest were 
taken prisoners by the English. Rear-Admifal Hood, 
has sent back thirty-seven of them, who were wounded, 
and states that the loss on board the two English ships 
has also been very great." 

For a considerable lime the Russian squadron remained 
closely blockaded ; but as it was, from the position which 
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i( had secured^ totally out of the rei^ of the English, all 
hopes of farther capture were deemed useless, and the 
blockade was relinquished. 

In the course of (he }ear, however, the Baltic was 
the scene of several other ^actions, deserving of com- 
memoration. Amongst these, we shstti first notice the 
capture of the Danish ship. Prince Christian Frederick, 
of seventy-four guns, by the Stately and Nassau, Cap- 
tains Parker and Campbell, on the 23d of March, 
" proceeding towards the Great Belt," says Captain 
Parker^ in his official account of the action," in company 
with his Majesty's ship Nassau, at two P. M. we ob- 
served a strange sail. It was evidently the intention of 
the enemy to rap his ship on shore, and as the night 
was approaching, he might hope that, in our pursuit of 
him in the dark we should have the same fate. This, I 
have since been assured was his design. At forly«five 
minutes past seven, P. M. Captain Campbell, in the ' 
Nassau, got up with the enemy and commenced the 
action, and in a few minutes after the Stalely closed. 
A running fight was now maintained tor a considerable 
time, the enemy fighting with great obstinacy, until we 
succeeded in getting very near, and gave some close 
broadsides, on which he struck about half past nine, 
P. M. Before my First-Lieutenant, who took possession 
of the Danish ship, could cut away her anchor, she 
grounded, fortunately this ship and the Nassau brought 
up near to her. At daylight of the 23d, it was found 
impossible to get the captured ship afloat, the wind 
blowing strong on the shore. The Danes were pre- 
paring artillery on the coast, and as our ships were at 
anchor only two cables length from the beach, ihey 
wt>uld have done us great injury. After removing the 
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prisoners and wounded, (In doing; which we experi- 
enced much difliculty, from the wind blowing strong on 
Ihe shore, and a good deal of the sea running,) the 
enemy's ship was set on fire on the evening of the 23d, 
and in a short lime blew up. The enemy had fifty-five 
killed, and eighty-eight wounded. We have received 
considerable damage in our masts and rigging. The 
Prince Christian Frederick was a very fine ship, copper- 
bolted, commanded by Captain Jayson, complement 
620 men, had 3f 6 on board." Stately : 2 seamen, 2 
marines, kilied ; 26 seamen, 2 marines, wounded; 1 sea- 
man missing. Total 17 officers wounded. Siately : 
Lieutenant Cole, slightly, Mr. Leman, boatswain, se- 
verely, Mr. Davis, master's mate, slightly. Nasitau, 
Mr. Edwards, J.Johnson, volunteer, first class, slightly. 

The other actions in the Baltic were chiefly with Ihe 
Danish gun-boats, and they were exceeding severe, the 
Danes almost uniformly fighting with great spirit and 
obttinacy. One of these actions was foui^ht oflf" Bergen, 
in the month of May, between his Majesty's frigate 
Tartar, commanded by Captain Bettesworth, and six 
gun-boats and a schooner. On this occasion, the service 
experienced a severe loss, in the death of Captain Bet- 
tesworth. The particulars of the engagement, which 
never appeared officially, are given irt-lhe following ex- 
tract of a letter from an officer on board the Tartar, dated 
Leilh Roads, May 20:— 

'* We sailed from Leith on the 10th instant, to cruine 
oflf North Bergen, and intercept a frigate said to be in 
that harbour. We got on the coast on the 12th, but 
from the very thick fogs, could not stand in till the 13th, 
when we made the islands to the westward of Bergen, 
and on our hoisting Dutch colours, there came oflf 
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twelve Norweigians in two boats^ from whom we learirt 
ihe frigate had sailed eight days before for the East 
Indies, with three or four ships* They took us through 
a most intricate rocky passage, till within &ve or six 
miles of Bergen, when they refused to lake her any 
further ; it being tEe Captain's intention to reach the 
town with the frigate and bring off the shipping, among 
which were the privateers; we anchored in the Straits^ 
with springs on our cables, and in the evening, the 
boats, with the Captain, first, and third Lieutenants, and 
master went up to the town, and would probably have 
cut out an East Indiamaii, lying under the battery, had 
not the guard-boat which was without her, fell iti 
with and fired on the launch, who returned the fire| 
wounding all their people severely, and took her : this 
alarmed the town, who sounded their bugles> and man- 
ned the batteries, and we finding the ships lie within 
chain, without which it would be difficult to get them 
returned to the frigate, leaving the launch> comQaanded 
by Lieutenant Sykes, to watch the enemy. We imrne* 
diately got the ship ubder weigh, but from the lightness 
of the wind, and intricacy of the passage, could not get 
near Bergen, and went about half way from o6r anchor- 
age in a rocky shoal, without a breath of wind and 
a strong correnl : in this situation, we were attacked 
by a schooner and five gun-boats^ who were within half 
a^on-shot, being under a rocky point, each mounl-^ 
ing two S^-pounders^ except the schooner, and raan- 
ned with troopf?. They kept up a well directed fire, 
hulling us in ten or eleven places, and culling much our 
rigging and sails. One of the first shots killed our gal- 
lant Captain, in the act of pointing a gun. The service 
has thus lost a most valuable commandar, who had al- 

TOL. VI, X 
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fticiied tt)e> wltele of his^crewlo him, officers and men, 
by the roost kind and exemplary conduct. Tfooogh 
the force which we were engaged with was compa- 
ratively small, yet when it is known that we were M 
ibh tiflie drifting tCKvards the enemy, nearly end on, no 
'#iiid> a narrow passage full ol' rocks, on^hich we were 
driving, wit<h no anchorage, under heights manned by 
Ihcir troops, no guns to bear on the boats, and a crew 
newly impressed, n>ost of whom had never been en- 
gaged, it must be confessed to be a situation in which 
notbing but the greatest exertions on the part of Lieu* 
leiiant Caiger (then commanding), and (he rest of the* 
officers, could relieve her. We at length brought our 
broadside to bear on them« one vessel was sunk, and the 
rest much shattered. -They continued ihe attack for an 
hour anda half, and were re- manned by small boats daring' 
ttte-engagement; at length a» light air sprung up, we wore 
and stood to wards the enemy, gettingour bow gons for-^ 
ward, which bore on them, and compeUed them to clear 
atird row under the batteries of Bergen, where we found 
itwould not be adviseabla to fbllow, from (lye general 
alarm that had been rai<ied. W« now obliged the na^ 
lives on board to attempt a passage* with* the ship to the 
northward,in prosecuting w«hich wefeli in with oufiaonch, 
with Lieutenant Sykes, and picked her up. We paswd 
many difficult passages, through vfbhsh we boomed the 
frigate off with spars, and towed her, and at three, 
cleared the islands', and stood out for sea. We have 
preserved the body of our heroic Captain, and siiall 
if possible, also that of Mr, H. Fituhugb, (a midship* 
man,) a fine promising youth, who fell at (he time the 
Captain died. They are the only killed : we have one 
man lost his right arm, another severely woundedy and 
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teveral slightly. Most ofourshol boles are between 
wind and water, and one shot slrnck us two feet «n« 
der water.'' 

Another of these unequal conflicts was between his 
Majesty's sloop Kite, and a Danish flotilla, the particu* 
lars of which, funushed by an officer of the Kite, are as 
follows : — 

'* On the 3d of September, being at anchor off the 
island of Spro, near Nyborg, at ten o'clock in the even« 
ing, the moon sliining bright, observed we were enclosed 
in a half circle of Danish £un-boats» to the number of 
twenlytwo or twenty-lbttr. The Minx gun-brig being 
in company, cut her cable and made sail, as the only 
means of saving herself^ we beit>g nearer to Nyborg, 
from whence they came, sustained nearly their whole 
attack ; almost at the instant in which we first perceive^ 
them, they opened a tremendous fire oF round and grape 
shot, from their whole line of three divisions* Of our 
crew nearly one half were absent (Fome in prizes, the 
rest hie]y taken prisoners in the boats, those on board 
the least to be depended upon ; we, however, manned 
the guns, and kept k fire for some time, but finding it 
impossible to withstand a force at ieast seven times that 
of her own (for three of them are equal to a sloop of 
war in a calm, which it then was,) we cut our cable, 
the ship now lay unmanageable for want of wind, 
whilst the enemy, who were by this lime within musket 
range, strack as every time they fired. At this moment 
our friend Mr. Thomas, the Purser, and my servant, 
were killed, the ship became leaky, the rigging much 
cut, and several of the sails falling down upon the deck^ 
0ur situation now became the most critical that ever 

2x2 
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was experienced^ when a light breeze providentially 
sprang up, but a gun-boat belonging to ourselves, out of 
which we had succeeded in getting our people* and cut 
away* got unfortunately under our bow* and prevented 
the ship from gettrng before the' wind, the round shot, 
the splinters, and the iangrage* were flying in everj * 
direction, the leaks increased, the enemy within hail in 
several places, the masts and square sails, however, were 
still standtr)g. The first Lieutenant, the only one on 
board, as a last resource, jumped with a few brave 
fellows into the gun*boat, and happily succeeded in 
pushing her clear, which immediately enabled us to 
get before the wind ; the enemy's fire now became more 
excessive in consequence of our having to take the 
people from the guns to trim sails; the breeze, however, 
freshened, our lads again manned their guns, and the 
smoke being tolerably cleared away, enabled them to 
take better aim ; and one of the enemy's boats with about 
seventy men, was soon after this sunk by our quarter 
deck guns, and the enemy thinking we had sent men 
in our gun-boat, which now dropped astern, directed 
part of their fire to her so effectually, that she sunk ; 
this divertion was of much use to us, and with the fine 
little breeze we now enjoyed, we drew considerably ^ 
away from Hiem ; they followed for some distance, still 
firing; bat now our crew having only to attend their guns, 
our (ire became much more brisk, and considerably 
galled the enemy. At half past eleven, making just 
an hour and a half, they burnt a blue light, the signal 
of retreat, and we were unable to follow. We steered for 
an English sixty-four gun-ship, which was within about 
twelve miles of us, and anchored near to her. At day- 
light we found the ship a perfect wreck, two ' killed, as 
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bisfore mentioned^ and thirteen wounded, being one 
out of every three of all on board. Six large shoti 
through the tottering main-mast, five through the fbre- 
top-sail alone^ and in the hull too many to be conveni- 
ently numbered ; the main-boom shot through, and 
lying across the deck, and much water in the hold, 
during the whole of (his affair we had eighteen Danish 
prisoners on board since the Nyborg action, which re- 
quired some of our hands together with the sick people, 
to prevent them from rising, and assisting their country- 
men." 

The third and last of these engagements which we 
shall notice, took place- in October, between his^ Ma- 
jesty's ship Africa, and a large flotilla of gun*boats. The 
action, as will be seen by the following literal copy of 
a letter, dated October 20, and written by a person wha 
was on board the Africa at the time, .was of the most» 
severe description :— 

^' We sailed from Carlscrona, in Sweden, about a 
week since, with a convoy under out* prote<;tion of near 
two hundred sail of merchantmen, for Malmo. Our 
cOhvoy got into the wished-for port, all I believe, ex- 
cept one taken, and three on shore, which were burnt 
by our people to prevent their falling into the hands of 
the Danes. 

'* The Africa kept between the convoy and the Danes, 
to cover and protect them. About one o'clock this day 
it * was quite calm. We saw the Danish gun-boats row* 
ing towards us to the number of thirty-two : perhaps 
you do not know, but for your information I tell yotf, 
when a large ship lies becalmed, she is quite unni^niige- 
able, a mere log on the waf er,^ which was our case. 



The Panes wiib th^ir oqrs, fopk Ih^ opppftvipity io- 
covs\Q on our qq^rters and' bpw<%j wh^re ih^y \^\}^w w q 
>v^r^ weakest^ ^iid ^nde^vp^red (o r^H^ us. Aj^out.half 
p%^ (WP o'clock, (bey c^mp >¥itbip gun-shot of us, i^nd 
liTQ opud^ ^ brtsl^ fire on ll^^fX) fropi as many of pur 
gans as ^0 cquld h/iag Ip bear on (heq;) ; ihey continued 
advancing^ ^d slatlotied themselves some pn the quar* 
ters, and ^jpe on the bows. 

<> These boats have in a calm much superiority over 
a ship by meajis of (heir oars, they c^n pull roui>d ^ ship 
in any direction, and being small, comparatively only 
Jike a speck on the water, they are no mark to aim at 
like a large ship. They contained in all, as far as we 
can learn, about one thousand nine hundred and twenty 
men, and one hundred and twenty*e'tght guns, thiity- 
two's and forty-lwo\ with swivels. To do them jus- 
tice they shewed much courage in coming near us fpr 
CHir shot went far over* them. 

" I was slalFoned at the lower gun-deck, to hand 
powder from the magazine, and I confess, I shuddered 
to see the poor sailors knecked down in our ship, as I 
could sometimes through a slit in a thick fiatinel screen 
which was hung round the hatchway on which I stood, 
to prevent any fire from the flashes of Ihe guns comnau* 
nicating to the powder, as it was handed up to Ui^ 
people above us, immediately over the magaaine. I 
confess my weakness ; my standing over iliQ powder 
room, the shots poring in, in every direction, together 
wiih the shells, I thought the magazine would be^ blown 
up ; I endeavoured to bear up against my fears, afni 
succeeded. 

•' Their grape-shot could only be likened to show- 
ers of stoAcs or dust thrown into the ship by sbovcb 



Tho screen round poe was soon kopcked away entirely 
b)^ splinters. A (;atridge of powder of four pounds* 
which I held up over my head to the man above me» 
blew up^ the lid of the cartridge box being off, without 
hurting me, except a slighf stroke on the eye. . 1 cannot 
think hovu I escaped, hkii by an oveF-ruling providence^ 
from destruction. Several large shots came through the 
ship's side, close to me. Two iron stancheons, six or 
seven inches in diameter, were shot through and bro&e 
to pieces. The man over me; to whom I handed the 
powder, was wounded in both arms and in the breast. 

" At'half past seven, those that remained of the enemy . 
beg^n to pull away from us. I am informed by our 
people who were on deck, they supposed the Danes 
suffered extremely by our fire, as they saw several boats 
sink, and they were picking up the people out of the 
water. Some had no niore than five men left in them* 
The darkness of the night frnished the business. 

" At the conclusion we find that we have eight men 
killed outright, and in wounded many badly. Th^ 
total is sixty- four. 

" Our colours were twice shot away. The enemy 
supposing we had struck, huzzaed and pulled nearer : 
vve huzzaed and peiied away at thern : they drew back. 
" We expect Uie masts to fall if we should have much 
wind before we can reach a port ; in short we have 
many shots between win^ and water, and some such 
large pieces knocked out of the side, that I could almost 
creep through, and we are a mere wreck. Our boats 
are shot all to pieces, our arm-chest on the po^p blown 
to pieces by their shells, but, thank God ! we beat ihera. 
off. We Suppose their loss in men must be three limes 
^greater than ours> considering their numbers, and from 
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what lho«e on our decks saw. Those now in the ship 
and who were in Lord Nelson's last action at Trafalgar, 
say, this surpassed it for hard fighting." 

By the violent storms which took place in the Bailie^ 
at the close of the year, an unusual number of merchant- 
men were lost. 

A circumstance which excited considerable conversa- 
tion at the time, was a sort of predatory descent made 
by the well-known Baron Hompesch, on the Faro 
Islands, situated in (he Norlh Sea. The following ac- 
count of the exploit, extracted from a Hamburgh pa- 
per, is deserving of notice :— 

" Lieutenant- General Baron Hompesch, in the Sa- 
lamine privateer of 20 guns, arrived in the Faro Is* 
lands on Whitsun-Monday. The Baron was probably 
infortned by the treachery of a skipper of the name of 
Hausen, whom he had taken along with him as a pilot on 
his cruise on the coast of Norway^ that there was on 
the island 80,000 dollars value in goods, money, &c. 
belonging to the king. This as well as the church and 
school funds he immediately demanded, threatening in 
case of refusal, to plunder and saok (he place. The 
Commandant, and the persons present protested against 
delivering up ihe public money, shewing that it could 
only be considered as private preperty, as the reve- 
nues of (he church had been wholly advanced by the 
public to repair the edifice. Notwithstanding he took 
the money, being 5,(40 rix dollars, 4*2 skillings, adding, 
that. he, as chaplain on board his own ship, must know, 
better; that public worship might be as well performed 
in the open air as in a church; this. the more so, a& 
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there were high mountains in Faro, on whicn onecbuld 
approach the Lord nearer. He said to the vice-pro- 
vost, '* Blessed are th€ /ioor !^' — and when he seized the 
school-funds of Thosharn, he observed that he found 
the youths every where well-bred and enlightened, and 
that they needed no money for their education. The 
chest of the widows of the clergy, containing 223 rix 
dollars, and 9di skillings, as well as that of the hospital, 
containing 43 dollars, be returned ; the rest of th^ 
5^140 rix dollars he kept." 

The Lords of the Admiralty, it should be observed, 
withdrew the letter of marque granted to Baron Hom- 
pesch, for the Salamine privateer, and their Lord- 
ships came to this determination in consequence of 
the violation of private property, and even the funds of 
the religious and charitable institutions in the Baron'i 
descent on the Faro islands. A renumeration was even 
subsequently granted to the sufferers by Parliament. 

Tranquebar, a Danish settlement in the East Indies, 
surrendered to the British arms in February. On the 
]Oth of that month, his Majesty's ship Russell, Captain 
Caulfield, with a detachment of the 14th regiment, un- 
der the command of Colonel Watson, on boar^d, sailed 
from Madrass; on the 12th they arrived off the town 
of Tranquebar, and sumiponed it to surrender ; and on 
the morning of the 15th, having surrendered by capi* 
tulation, it was taken possession of by the English.— 
The capture was at first understood to be extremely 
rich, but Sir Edward Pellew, the naval Commander in 
Chief, in India, has since represented it to be of 
scarcely any pecuniary importance. 
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The ch»ef object of interest in the Indian «eas ink* 
ring the yeai* 1808^ was the captsre of the PiediDon- 
taise French frigate, by S(. fiorenzo, Captain Har» 
dinge.— On Friday ihe 4th of March, the St. Fior- 
enzo sailed from Point de Galle, Ceylon. On the 6th 
at seven A. M. she passed three Indiamen, the Met- 
ciilf Devonshire, and Charlton, and soon afler saw a 
frigate bearing N. E. The SU Fiorenzo immediately 
hauled her wind m shore, and made all sail, being at 
that time In lat. 7. 32. N. and 77. 58. E. She made the 
private signal, which was not answered ; and at G^e 
shewed her colours, which the stranger took no notice 
of: at 1 j. 49, P. M. ranged along side of him on the 
larboard tack, and received bis broadside,, After en« 
gaging ten minutes within a cable's lengtb» the enemy 
Bade sail a-head out of the range of St. Fiorenao'a 
shot. She ceased firings and made all sail aflter faim^ 
continuing to come up with him till day-light, wben 
finding he could not avoid an action, he wore, as did 
the St. Fiorenzo, and at twenty-frve minutes post six 
re-commenced the engagement at the distance of half 
a mile, gradually closing with him to a quarter of a 
mile. The fire was constant and well directed on both 
sides, though that of the enemy slackened towards the 
latter part of the action. At 8. 15. A. M. the enemy 
made all sail. The St. Fiorenzo's main-top*sail yard 
being shot through, the main-royal-mast, both main* 
top-mast-stays, the main -spring-stay, and masts of both 
standing, and running rigging and sails cot to pieces, 
and cartridges fired away» she ceased firmg, and em- 
ployed all hands in repairing the damages, and fit« 
ting her again for action. They kept sight of the enemy 
during the#night| and at 9 A. M* on the 8th, being 



OK, RE&ilTBB OF NAVAL ilrCTIOKS. 2>I 

perfectly prepare for action^ she bore down on him, 
under a sail: he did njut endeavour (o avoid the St. 
Fiorenzo till she hauled athwart his stern^ to gam the 
' weather-gage, and bring him to a close fight, wben the 
enemy hauled up aiiio, and made all sail; but per- 
ceiving the Si, Fior<jDZo coming up fast with h}n> anct 
that a battle was unavoidable, he lacked, and at 3 P. 
M. they passed each other on opposite tacks, and com- 
menced action within a quarter of a cable's length, 
when the enemy was abaft (he St. Fiorenso's beam, he 
wore, and after an hour azui twenty minutes close ac« 
tion, struck his colours. She proved to be La Pied* 
montaise French frigate, commanded by Monsieur £p^ 
ron, Captaine de vaisseau ; she mounted 50 guns, long 
1'8-pounders or h€T nain-deck, and 96>pOQnd carron- 
ades on her q%iavter-deek. She had 53>6 Frenchmen on 
board, and neaf 200 lAscars. She satfed from the 
Mauritius on the 20lh of December, 1807. In theac^ 
tion she bad 48 men killed, and 129 wounded. The 
St. Fiorenso had tS killed, and 25 -wounded ; among 
the former; her commander, who mrfortunatcff fell bf 
a grape shot, the socond broadside m the larst action. 
Lieutisnant H. G. Massay.was badly woandtsd just be- 
fore the enemy struc'k. La Piedmontaise had her 
'iggii^g <^ut in pieces, and her mast and bowsprit so 
wounded that ihey^ went by the board during* the night. 
Lieutenant Dawson succeeded Captain Hardinge, and 
brooght the Si. Fiorenzo and La Pied montaise (her 
prize) iot». Colombo on the I2ih of March. 

It 18 deserving o£ notice, that, that desperate French'' 
offieer, Moreaii, who stabbed Captain LarkTn!«, after 
the ciipture- of the Warren Hastings,- and' whom Sir 
Edward Pellew denounced in his publie orders (o the 
fleet, as a proper object of vengeance, if evet^he should 
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be tak«n, ,wa8 at this time the ^second Captain Of the 
Piedmontaise. During the engagement he conducted 
himself in (he most furious manner. He would not 
suffer his ship to strike, and deplared he would not 
be taken by the English alive. At last he discharged 
his pistols into his own body, jand was thrown overboard 
at his own request before he was dead. 
• The memory of Captain Hardinge was treated with 
the most distinguished honours^ both in India ta^^d in 
England ; and by a vote of the British Parliament, his 
services are to be commemorated by the erection of a 
monument in Westminster Abbey. — ** So should desert 
in arms be crowned/' 

On the Jamaica station, at the commencement of 
the year, se\^ral French privateers^ which had been 
a great annoyance to the trade, were either taken 
or destroyed. 

On the 2d of March, the valuable little island of 
Maria Galante, in a high state of cultivation, with 
a large quantity of colonial produce in the stores, was 
taken. — Captain Selly, of the Cecberus, finding that 
the island afforded a shelter for the enemy's privateers 
with their captured vessels ; and that it interfered con- 
siderably with the blockade of Guadaioupe> gave Cap- 
tain Pigot the command of about two hundred seamen 
and marines from the Cerberus, Circe, and Camilla. 
On the 2d of ^larch, he weighed from Petit Terre, 
and a little after day-light, effected a landing about two 
miles from the town with little opposition, and soon af« 
i€r, the island surrendered at discretion, and the com- 
mandanty with the national military force, were made 
prisoners of war. 
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^e capture>f Maria Galanta was followed on tbe 3(Mii 
of the same month by that of Deseada, hy Caplaito Set 
by of theCerberus>andthe Li1y>;Pelican> Express, Swin^ 
^er, and Mosambique. The shore was defended bj a 
Ibattery of two 9-poanders« completely commanding 
fhe narrow eiHr^nce of the harbour^ together with th6 
national troops and miiiiias, amounting to aboat s^ 
venty men, who opened their fire upon the boats ; but 
« cannonading from the squadron M)on silenced them* 
At four o'clock the ]prench flag was struck ; the boaU 
landed at half past four, hoisted the British flag, and 
the whole island surrendered without futther opposi- 
tion. — ^The capture was elTecled without loss, Th© 
batteries and great guns were destroyed. 

St. Martin's Islands having long been considered.ai 
a shelter for the numerous French privateefs which in- 
fest the West Indies, and obstruct the trade of the 
country, it became a desirable object to extirpate them. 
Accordingly, at the commencement of July, his Ma- 
jesty's schooners. Subtle, Balahan, and Elizabeth^ 
wiih the Wanderer sloop of war, made an aUempt 
to carry the island by a coufi de main. Owing, how- 
ever, to some false information respecting the enemy's 
strength, the effort failed. About 130 seamen and roar 
rines, headed by Lieutenant Spearing, of the Subtle 
landed, and soon obtained possession of the lower fort 
of wx. guns, which were instantly spiked. Their loss so 
far was trifling ; but on ascending the rocky heights 
covered wkh the prickly pear, the superioriry of the 
en^roy was severely felt* as a number of brave fel- 
lows fell, among whom was lieutenant Spearing, wfaq 
was shot through the chest within ten yacds of the upn. 
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per fort, and almost instantly expired. His fall occa- 
sioned much consiernalion among his companions, who 
reluctantly retreated to their boats, but were obliged to 
to surrender. Captain CroAon, of the Wanderer, find- 
ing (he (ire from the fort so tremendous and incessant, 
sent a fl ig of truce on shore, which was accepted, and 
the whole of (he prisoners who could be removed 
ivith safety were given up. 

Thus fell, in the prime of life, in a most daring and 
gallant altempt, a promising active officer, whose long 
services in his profession entitled him to the notice of 
[ his country, in whose cauxe he had received eleven 
wounds, particularly at the battle of Copenhagen, and 
in the West Indies. He closed a career of glory, 
animating his men by his example, on the batteries of 
St. Martin's. 

It afterwards appeared that the enemy had received 
information of the Intended attack, and were prepared 
accordingly ; upwards of 900 troops being in the fort, 
while the storming party consisted only of 135 men. 
Out of 43 sent'from the Subtle, seven were killed and 
seventeen wounded. 

Towards the close of the year, Captain Coorobe, of 
file lleureuK, had received information, on whick 
tie could depend, that there lay in I he harbour of Bay 
AlstuHadt (Gaudaloupe) seven vessels of different des- 
Cliptiods, some loaded and re^dy for sea, and others 
loading ; he also received an 'bbccfunt of the strength 
aiid sHuatibn of the baftteries ; he had a pildt to carry 
the bdats in, and a guide to conduct the storimlng par* 
(fes; The attack took place on the morning of the ^9tk 
of November, 'as follows :-^Captain Coombe in his 
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barge and 1 9 men to board (he shipping; lieut^ni|^t 
Lawrence in the boat with 20 men, to storm a battery 
of two 24-ppundersj and Mr. Daly,* the purser, in th^ 
pinnace and 22 men, (o storm a bat:ery of one 24-poun- 
der, within the town ; the signal of either parly having 
succeeded was three cheers ; the boaf.s a^ter rowing 
six miles, iay on their oars until the moon went dowii* 
At 4 o'clock A. M. they dashed on, and after a few 
minutes of desperate fighting, the welcome signal of 
success was given by all three parties cheering at (he 
same moment* Captain Coombe carried a schooner 
of two guns mounted, and 59 seamen and soidier^ oh 
board. Lieutenant Lawrence having spiked the guns ^ 
on the batteries, with Mr. Daly proceeded to board 
the remaining vessels, in which they succeeded ; the 
enemy lined the shore with musketry, got three field 
pieces to bear, and kept up a very sharp fire on a 
brig and a schooner, which was returned by the ma- 
rines and the guns-on board them ; while carrying them 
cot (hey both unfortunately grounded, and thus became 
fixed objects for the enemy's fire, which was further ip« 
creased by a 24-pounder. Finding it impossible to 
got the vessels off, the running rigging cul to pieces, 
the standing rigging much wounded, and it being day- 
light, orders were given to abandon, and soon after 
captain Coombe was struck with a 24-pound round 
shot in his left side, and lell dead. The boats got oat 
of the reach of the fire of the enemy about 6 o'clodc 
A. M. The action continued about an hour and thr«e 
quarters. The.loss of the ^.ilish was trifling, except 
that of captain Coombe killed, and lieutenant Lawrence 
wounded by a musket ball in the arm ; the enem/s' 
loss was great : in the attack of the batteries and i>n 
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iMiardtng, there were about forly kHIed ; the number 
drowned must have been very great, as must have been 
their . loss on shore ; there was a Serjeant's party ' on 
board the vessels^ besides the crews. 

The destruction of the French covetfe le Cygne, oflT 
Martinique^ in the month of December^ by a part of 
the blockading squadron, was attended by unusual diP 
ficuUy and loss. — On the 12th of the month, at eleven 
A. M. the brig Morne Fortun^e informed Captain Col- 
liery of the Circe, the senior officer of the squadron 
from the Diamond to the Pearl Rocks, that an eneray!!i 
brig and two schooners were at anchor of the Peark 
Captain Collier immediately recalled the looking oui 
vessels, Stork> Epeivier, and Express, and made all sail 
towardsihe enemy. On nearing, St. Pierre, he perceived 
a large French schooner towing along shore, under cover 
«^a number of troops. The schooner finding it impossible 
to get between St. Pierre's and the Circe, the Stork dos- 
ing fast, they run her on shore under a battery of four 
guns, flanked by two smaller ones, and the beach lined 
with troops'.. The signal was then made ta close witb 
the enemy, and engage in succession, the Circe lead* 
ing, followed by the Stork and Morne Fortune ; being 
within pistol shot,the small batteries were soon silenced, 
and the troops driven from the beach. Seeing th9 
brig and schooner unloading. Captain Collier directed 
the Morne Fortune to watch the schooner in shorc;^ 
and to give similar orders to the Epervier on her 
. coming up. He then made sail towards the brig and 
the other schooner, which were lying to windward 
close to the beach, under cover of four batteries and 
an immeuie number of tspops and field picx:es» 
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which they had brought dcwn on the beach to pro* 
cccl her. Having placed the barge and two cutters 
under the command of lieutenant Crook, Mr, Collman, 
purser, Mr. Smith, master, and Mr. Thomas, carpenter, 
who handsomely volunteered wilh sixly-eight men to 
to bring the brigout^he made sail wilh the? Stork and ^)x« 
press towards her, and directed the boats to lay off until 
the brig's fire slackened. It getting late, the vessels 
lying close in with the rocks, and having no pilot on 
board, stood in, and was handsomely seconded by 
Captain Le -Geyt of tl>e Slork. The ships did not<:om- 
mence action until our men were wounded from thd 
beach with musketry. Captain Collier then bore up 
under a heavy firit of great guns and small a rmsl 
Having passed (he baUeries and brig, -the Circe's boats 
not waiting for the Stork'sto come up, boarded inamost 
gallant manner. Their gallantry, however, did not meet 
wilh iu reward ; they were beat back with dreadful 
slaughter ; one boat taken and one sunk, the other en- 
tirely disabled. By (his (ime it was dark, and Captain 
Collier stood off until day-lighl, determining to persevere 
and destroy the brig if possible. In the opening he 
was joined by the Amaranthc, who watched the brig 
during the night — ^At eight A. M. he perceived she 
had weighed; Captain Brenton, in the most handsome 
manner, volunteering to bring her out, she was Ihvn 
lowing and sweeping close in shore towards St. 
Pierre's ; the boats of the Circe and Stork, and men 
from the Express, were sent to tow the Amaranthe up, 
who was at this time sweeping aiid using every e^eVf 
lion to close with the enemy. At ten, the Krbnch Brig 
grounded near several batteries, to the northward 
of St. Pierre's; the Jlmaranihe tacked and worked 
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in under a heavy fire from the batleries and brig, from 
which ^he saffered considerably, having one killed and 
five wounded, followed by the Circe, the rest of the 
squadron engaging the batteries to leeward. From the 
Amaranthe's well directed fire, she soon obliged theni 
to quit (he 'brig. Lieutenant Hay, of the Ama- 
r nihe, distinguished himself very much^ as did 
Messrs. Brooke and Rigroaiden, of the same sloop, 
who, with the boats of the Circe, Amaranthe, 
and Stork, boarded her under a heavy fire from the 
batteries and troops on shore. Lieutenant Hay, find* 
ing her bilged and impossible to get off, eflfectnally de- 
stroyed her in the evening. Captain Brenton again vo- 
lunteered to destroy the schooner then on shore ; and 
Captain Collier brdered lieutenant George Robinson, of 
the Amavantbe, to follow the directions of captain 
Brenton. At nine o'clock she was on fire, and burnt 
to the water's edge. On this service^ Mr. Jones, mas- 
ter of the Aroaranthe, was wounded ; aod one seaman 
-killed, and three wounded, belonging to the Express. 
On boarding, they discovered the brig destroyed was 
Le Cygn« of eighteen guns and one hundred and forty 
men, with flour, guns, and cartridge-paper, for the re- 
lief of Martinique. The two schooners had l.kewise 
flour^ and were armed. The one left ofif the' Pearl 
went on shore, and was billed., 

ji List ^ killed and vxiuhded on hoard the squadrmi vuder 
she command of Francis A Collier^ Esq. in action with 
the enemy cff Martinique ^ the \2ih and iSM days rf De." 
cember, X8<)8. 

Circe, 9 killed, 21 wounded, 26 missing; b6 — Ama- 
ranthe, I kilKd* 6 wounded; 7. — Stork, I killed, 1 
wounded i 2.— -Express^ \ killed, Z wounded; 4.—* 
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Epervier, None killed or wounded. — Morne Forlun^e, 
None killed or wounded. 

Tolal,I2 killed, 31 wounded, 26 missing— 69. 

About Ihe^ same lime thai the Cygne was deslroyed, 
•everal French privateers were captured on tho West 
India station. 

Amongst the single actions of this year, the capture 
of the Badere Zaffier, a Turkish frigate of 52 guns and 
500 men, by the Sea-horse, Captain Stewart, on the 
5ih of July, is particularly deserving of notice : — 

In the evening, captain Stewart observed two Turk- 
ish men of war and a galley coming round the East 
end of the island of Scopolo, towards which he imme« 
dialely made sail. On making out that they were both 
single-decked ships, he determined to bring them to 
action. It began al half past nine, the Turks going a 
little off the wind under easy sail, and continually en* 
deavouring to run the Sea-horse on board. At ten 
o'clock, observing a good opportunity of attacking the 
small ship to advantage, he' dropped along-side 
of her. and after a quarter of an hour's hot fire, at 
half pistol shot distance, her fire having totally ceased, 
captain Stewart left her in a state of the greatest dis- 
tress. Just before he had left her she had partially 
blovNH up forward. - By this time the large frigate 
which had fallen a little to leeward, again got pretty 
close up, and the action recommenced ; so obstinate 
wa<« the resistance of the Turks, that it was not till 
a quarter past one that the Seahorse rendered her 
a motionless wreck. A§ they, now would neither an- 
swer nor fire, captain Stewart conceived it most pru- 
dent,,kD0wiDg the character of the people, to wah for 
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day-light fo send on board her. At day-Iighf, observ- 
ing her colours on the stump of the mizen-masl^ he 
poured a broadside iftto her stern, when she struck, 
and we took possession of her. She lost ld5 killed^ 
and 195 wounded ; the Sea-horse lost only JO killed and 
10 wounded. The other ship was named the AhoTe^ 
zan, carrying twenty-four I3-pounders and two mor- 
tars, with a coropleraent of '200 men. They look 
roost of them out of the galley befote the action and 
sent her away. 

Another action of «qual, if nqt superior briUiancy to 
the aboTe, was that which terminated in the capture of 
the French frigate La Thetis, by the Amethyst, Cap- 
tain Seymour. — The Amethyst had been cruising oiT 
the dangerous coast of L'Oricnt for fourteen weeks^ 
during which time violent gale« of wind had prevailed* 
On the night of the lOih of November, the Amethyst 
wa;; standing so cIo<:e in to tiie N. W, point of Gro^^ 
that it became impo!<sibIe for an enemy to escape ; the 
proof of which was fully exemplified by the ineffec- 
taal endeavours of the French frigate. The night was 
unusually dark, not a star to be seen, and every thing 
indeed favoured the attempt. About seven the flash 
and report of cannon were distinctly seen and heard 
from a battery on tlie French coast, on a direction con- 
tiguous to the alarm and signal- post. The conjecture 
of the moment supposed it in^conse<)Qence of the near 
approach of the Amethyst, but it was in reality direct- 
ed against their own frigate, of the saiiii>g of which 
they were ignorant. About half past seven a sail 
was descried just ahead ; it was supposed a small 
armed vessel^ or something still more contemptible^ 
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ftnd the deception of night favoured the suppositioiK 
A musket was ordered to be fired ; ho notice was 
taken : she grew larger. The Aroethvst still conti- 
nued under an easjr press of sail. A gun was no^v 
firedf and ihe crackling noise of this shot was heard as 
it passed through the cabin windows. Thiis by the 
enemy was instantly returned > and the veil of darkness, 
which had hitherto obscured her, was now removed 
by the lights fiying in every part of her; every inch 
«f canvas was set^ her boat cut from her stern, and a 
ship of war appeared anxious for escape, though ca- 
pable of resistance* The Amethyst immediately 
spread more canvas, bat allowed her to gain a litlle, 
lest her apprehensions might induce, her to run on that 
shore, which was then so near them. About nine* 
however, those apprehensions were at an end, and the 
Amethyst closed fast. Her adversary, now finding all 
hopes- of escape at an end, made her best disposiiiona ^. 
to receive the Amethyst, and before ten o'clock the 
action commenced«^ which continued, with very litlle 
intermission, until about twenty minutes after twelve. 
Tlie French ship fell on bo&rd the Amethyst; a 
little after ten, she extricated herself from thai 
situation; but at a quarter past eleven, she intention- 
ally laid the Amethyst on board ; and from that time 
Hnlil the moment of her surrender, which was about 
an hour, the contending ships were locked together, 
the fluke of the Ameihysl's best bower anchor having 
entered the foremost main-deck port of La Thetis, 
After great slaughter. La Thetis was boarded and taken 
possession of, and some prisoners were received from 
her, before the ships were disengaged. The Triumph, 
commanded by Sir^Thomas Hardy, shortly af^erwarda 
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came up ; and> subsequently, the Shannon, which t6ok 
La Thelis in low. 

In this long and sharply contested action, the rigging 
of the Amethyst was much cut; and 19 of her ci«w 
were killed and 51 wounded. The loss of the Thetis, 
however, was still more shocking to humanity ; as ex- 
clusively of her captain, she had 172 men killed, and 102 
wounded, amongst whom were all her officers esicepU 
ing (Irree, 

When the great disparity of force between the Ame* 
thyst and Thetis in considered, the conquest achieved 
u marked by particular brilliancy. The Amethyst 
mounted only 36 guns, the Thetis 44 ; consequently 
from her larger srae, her metal was of superior weight ; 
her crew, consisting of 360 men, besides 106 soldiers 
had served for years together ; added lo this. Monsieur 
Pinsun, entrusted with the command of La Thetis, was 
a man of approved courage, much beloved by his 
men, and deserving in every respect the commenda* 
tion of an excellent officer. Indeed, there are but 
few instances on record, in which a French ship is 
known to have supported so long, so spirited, and so 
determined a conflict. But the contest was never for a 
moment doubtful ; all were animated with the glorious 
spirit that leads to victory, and tlie guns were served 
with the same seeal and alacrity the last hour of ihe 
fight as in the first. Sa<.h is the simple detail of this 
distinguished action, which for gallantry, skill, and 
bravery has never been exceeded, whilst it holds up 
anew the character 6f our country, must elici praise 
from ev. ij tongue, and gratitude from o^sex'j heart. 

On the 19lh of kay, the Dutch frigate Guelder* 

^^ 
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land, of 36 gun^, was captured by ihe Virginie, Cap- 
tain Brace> off Bergen. The Guelderland was manned 
^'i(b 237 men, and had twent}- three passengers^ a 
fortnight from Bergen, it was after an hour and a half's 
gaFlanl defence in a night action, that her captain sur* 
rendered, his masts being shot by 'the board, twenty- 
five of bis men killed, and forty severely wOunded* 
Theenem^ wore three times, and in his effort to come 
round the fourth, fell on board the Virginie^ and did 
her the only damage worth notice ; for I have been 
fortunate^ says Captain Brace, having only one liian 
killed and 6ne badly wounded. The nij^ht was ex- 
tremely dark, and the swell so great that the boarders 
cou(d fYOt act. 

The Medtternmean was, daring this year, Ihe scene 
of -much active desultory Service, upon a small scale. 
K very gallant action by the bolits of the Emerald fri- 
gate, especially merits attention. On the afternoon of 
the 1 4th of March, as the Emerald was standing along 
the coast of Spain, on her way to the squadrons off 
Ferrol, she discovered a large Freneh schooner, coming 
out of Vivero. All sail was imtnediately made in chase ; 
the schooner, on discovering the frigate, put about and 
returned to Viverd, atid ran on sJiore at high-water, 
under the protection of two batteries. Captain Mait- 
Jahd immediately hoisted out his boats, and sent them 
to take the battened and destroy the schooner, under 
the orders of the first lieutenant (Burton), with the 
assistance of (he marine officers; the marines of the 
frigate, and a party of seaman volunteers. They 
.landed and took possession of two batteries, the one 
kavmg eigU f8*pounders, the other seven 9-pound« 
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ers, wkliout any loss; they spiked the guns ztS 
went on to ihe schooner, which was about two or thre«- 
miles off; one of their boa^s had gone on to take pos- 
session of the vessel, which they did without any dtf- 
Acuity, the Frencbnen having left her$ and another 
boat, with a parly of men under the command of 
Lieutenant Smith, took possession of a fort on the other 
4iide, that i^as firing on them, so that they had com* 
plete possession of three forts and the schooner, wiih 
€tily one or two men wounded. On the first It.'utenant 
getting to the vessel he found her fast on shore ; but 
supposing the tide to be flowing (in which he was un* 
fortunately mistaken), he sent one boat to the frigate 
for an atichor and hawser, hoping as the tide flowed 
to be able to haul her off. Thii gave time for tlie 
inhabitanlft, assisted by the crew of the ves$el> to col- 
lect in great numbers ; and night coming on, they 
attacked the schooner most furiously, under cover of 
the bushes and rocks, and from the heights much 
above the schooner* which gave them every advantage. 
Our gallant fellows thought it best to stay by the 
schooner (for had they landed, they would have been 
overpowered by numbers), and wait for the tide float* 
ing the vessel off. It would have been well if they 
liad destroyed the schooner at once, and returned to 
their ship ; but an over-anxiety to get her out caused 
the loss of some brave men. Nine fell on board, and 
fifteen were wounded, all hy musketry, from fellows 
they could not see ; when finding no hopes of getting 
the vessel oflT, they set her on fire and returned to tbetr 
ship. The lieutenant who commanded the party, with 
Ihe two officers of marines, were among the wounded. 
The poor fellows who were killed found a grave ift 
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(he ashes of the schooner, which blew up «oon after 
our people left her ; and thus ended a most gallant, but 
unfortunate expedition. 

The schooner proved (o be a national vessel, mount- 
ing fourteen carronades, from the East Indies bound to 
to Bourdeaux. She had been at Vivero since December^ 
and when the frigate saw her, was intending to finish 
her voyage. She had on board several things of value, 
and some cash. Befoire she was set on fire, our people 
had leave to plunder, and some of them got cash and 
articles to a large amount. The next day the gun* 
boats came out to attack the frigate, but w^re com* 
pletely put to the rout ; several of the shot struck the 
Emerald, but did no material damage, 

] 'He month of September, a small expedition, 
supportea u; • e Halcyon and Weasel sloops, succeed* 
ed in cutting out an Italian flotilla of thirty-eight sail, 
of which four were large gun-boats, from Diamante 
Harbour, where they had long been blockaded. The 
town of Diamante, which covered the vessels ranged 
on the right and left of it, stands on a peninsula nearly 
inaccessible on three sides, the fourth is. protected by 
difficult inclosures, and there is besides a buildincr of 
considerable strength commanding the whole. Two 
hundred and fifty men of the regiment of Malta, under 
Major Hammill, and one hundred of the 58th regiment, 
under Captain O'Brien, were landed at day-break, 
September 8, about half a mile northward of the town^ 
accompanied by Captain Campbell of the Royal Ar- 
tillery. The enemy, who consisted of about four 
hundred men of the civic guard, with a proportion of 
French troops, were gradually forced back through vVv* 
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underwood upon the town, which, however, they did 
not attempt to defend, but took to the mountains; and 
we Vvere enabled to turn their batteries, of four heavy 
guns, on the beach to the southward of the town, with- 
out sustaining any loss;" when the whole of their 
vessels, ordnance, &c. fell into our hands. 

Soon after the accomplishment of the above service, 
ft very gallant exploit was performed, by a small de- 
tachment from One of our cruisers in the Mediterranean. 
An Italian brig of war being chased under a battery ; 
a party of royal marines, which consisted of two lieu- 
ieiiants and forty-five rank and file, were landed ; these 
brave.feilows immediately ascended the height!?, when 
upon approaching the battery, the French officer w ho 
cr)mmanded, confident of his strength (having upwards 
of seventy men of the favourite French regiment, (he 
3d Legere), marched out with a field piece to attack 
them. The lieutenant, without Aring a musket, ordered 
his men to charge, which was executed so firmly, that 
ahhough the French maintained their ground for some^ 
time with great courage, they at last gave way, leav- 
ing the field-piece behind ; and our men, by a masterly 
manoeuvre, having placed themselves between there 
.^nd their battery, of which they got possession, opened 
r heavy fire upon the brig, which, upon the approach 
of our frigate, hauled down her colours. The whole 
then, after- spiking the guns and blowing up the maga- 
zines, re-embarked. Our loss on this service, which 
was the admiration of all who witnesse d U, was the 
second lieutenant of marines badly wounded in the 
arm, one sefjeant and seven privates killed, and five 
l)ad1y wounded. 
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It is not, however, ialhe King's service alone, that 
our Krave tars are in the habit of signalising themselves. 
The merchant' service yearly, and monthly, and almost 
daily, affords brilliant instances of nautical skill and in- 
trepidity ; qualities which are strikingly conspicuous in 
the following short account of an engagement, which 
took place between the Catherine, Captath Fenn, bound 
from London to Malta, and a French privateer, in 
wbich Captain Fenn was badly wounded. The Ca- 
tiierine had left Gibraltar on the 8lh of September. 

*' On the 13lh,'' says a gentleman who was on board 
at that time, ** a sail hove in sight on the Iarboard<^bow^ 
on a wind, standing for u^?*. We hoisted ensign and 
pendant, and fired a gun ; she showed St. George's 
flag and pendant, and stood on until she got into our 
wake, then bore up directly for us. We prepared 
every thing for action, being suspicious of her ; and 
as soon as it was possible to be understood^ by Captain 
Fenn's order, I hailed, and asked from whence she 
came ? She answered, from Gibraltar, and was in distress 
for water. I ordered her to haul her v.ind immediately, 
or we should fire into her. She still cried out, " Wa- 
ter! wafer!** and came on, when I immediately point* 
ed one of the stern guns, and ordered fire, I then 
jumped to the opposite gun, pointed it, and ordered 
(ire: This order was countermanded, in consequence 
of her crying, •' Mercy !" and " Water !" but tfs soon 
as the smoke of the first gun cleared a way, 'Captain 
Fenn saw with tiis glass that they were getting reaJy 
to 'change their colours, and were pointing their bow 
guns. He called out, " It is a Frenchman, fire away !'* 
tie no sooner spoke, than he got the contents of the 
second; but before our guns could be tired again, fane 
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grappled, and commenced a hea\7 fire with grape and 
masketry. I immedialely seized a musket and shot 
the Captain, who was going to give orders Ihroogh his 
trumpet. ^ I sung out, "Ihave shot the captain! — 
Victory, my boys !" and we gave him three cheers 
to advance. They returned the same and came on 
*bravely4 when poor Fenn with his boarding-pike in 
his hand^ was shot through the body. He addressed 
himself to me — '* I am shot ; but fight on, my dear 
fellow/' I encouraged my men, and soori repelled th« 
. boarders with very great slaughter. 

" In about half an hour, like savages, they sang ouf^ 

and came on again ; but were again repulsed with c^pn*^ 

. siderable loss. This caused such great confusion ampng 

. them, that they got their .grapplings unhooked, and 

took a broad-she^r off; which I improved immediately, 

by sheering likewise, and got two of the great guns 

.into him before he could get to again. This, no doubt. 

. damped their courage; but they again boarded with 

three cheers, and several succeeded in getting over out 

nettings into the poopi but our men, .like heroes, mad£ 

a bold pu<h, and either killed or wounded every mao 

.who made his appearance, and thpse poor devils who 

ihad the impudence to come on the p90p were all shoved 

oyerboard, ^wiih the pikes fast in their bodies. This 

was the sickening job; for they ro^e a terrible noise, 

,and got their grapplings unhool^ed ; when I ordered the 

^tnan at the wheel to luff the ship to give a broad.<)ide. 

. Unfortunately the ship was unmanageable, her saiU 

^and running rigging n)iog in all directions; but, as a 

. substitute, we gave them the stefn-chasers, entirely 

loaded with grape, as long as it could be of service. 

I: then gave all the (lands a good gla^s of ^rog„ $ioci 
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Hk€ smart fellows I bey soon got the vessel on her 
course again. This being done, I ran to the captain, 
and dressed his wounds ; he was then apparently dyings « 
but through a miracle we have preserved- his life. He 
is in a tolerably fair way, and on shore, under the 
doctor's charge. 

" The privateer ^as a fine Jatine-rigged vessel, 
carrying two large sails, and her decks as full of men as ^ 
possible ; we judge from seventy to eighty. We must 
have killed a great number, as a great quantity of 
blood rose on the water. It appeared to roe a miracle 
that none of oor men were killed, as the grape 
and musket-balls came in like hail. We had only 
two men slightly . woandeS, one of whom was at the * 
wheel." 

In. the month of July, while cruizing ,off Catalonia, - 
the gallant Lx>rd Cochrane formed the relokition of : 
rescuing the castle of Mongal,> which commands an > 
important post between Barcelona and Gerona, from 
the hands of the French, by whom it had beien seized. 
Accordingly on the 31st of July, be attacked and car- 
ried that fortress^ which, as soon as the military stores 
it contained tiadbeen delivered over to the patriots, he 
destroyed. \ 

Lord Cochrane next proceeded off the coast of Lain- 
guedoc, where, in September, . he blew up, and to- 
tally destroyed the newly cbnHructed semaphored tele- 
graphs at Bourdique, la Pinede, St. Maguire, Frontig- 
nan, Canet, and Foy, . together with the houses at- 
tached, fourteen barracks of the gens-d'armes, a bat- > 
tecy, i|nd the strong tower upon the lake of Frontig-^* 
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nan. The telegraphs here mentioned were considered 
as of the utmost importance to the safety of the convoys 
^customed to pass along the coast of France ; as, by 
their signals, they constantly apprised tlrem of the 
approach of any English cruiser that mfght appear. 
Alluding to this service, the commander in Chief, 
in his official letter, says: — '* Nothing can exceed 
the activity and zeal with which his lordship pursues 
the enemy. The success which attends his enterpriser 
clearly indicates with what * skill and ability they are 
conducted, besides keeping the coast in constant alarro^ 
causing a total suspension of trade, and harre^sing a 
body of troops employed in opposing him, he has pro- 
bably, prevented those troops which were intended for 
Figueras, from advancing into Spain, by giving th,era 
employment in (he defence of their coast." It appears, 
indeed, from Lord Cochrane's statement, that the cam- 
paralively insignificant force which he landed upon 
(his occasion, drew about 2,000 troops from The for- 
tress of Figueras to the def(?nce of the French coast. 

The navallovses of J 808, though sufficiently dis- 
tressing, wer^e Ici^s numerous than in many preceding 
years. — On the 19lh of January, his Majesty's brig 
Flora, struck upon Schelling-reef, on the coast of 
Friesland, and was totally lost. By' means of rafts, 
however, the crew wer^Ui.forlunately saved. 

The Agatha^ CaptSSEeKbv', of Lubeck, sailed from 
Lisbon for Carlscrona, on the 3d of April with Lord 
Royston (son of the Earl of Hardwicke) and about 
eighteen other passengers on board. Four days after* 
wards tlie Agatha was stranded on what is called ihc 
Sudcr Hacken, near Mcpod ; byj; which distressbg 
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event. Lord Royston, Colonel Pollen, and eleven other 
persons lost their lives. 

The Astrea frigate. Captain Haywood, which sailed 
from Jamaica about ihe middle of May, was stranded 
on a reef off the island of Anagada, which she had 
mistaken for Porto Rico, on^he 23d of that month. By 
the bursting of a gun, fired as- a signal of distress, two 
of the crew were killed, and. two mdre were lost in the 
surf, in endeavouring to reach the shore on a raft. 

Amongst the domestic naval occurrences of the year, 
may be first mentioned, a Proclamation of the l^lh of 
June, revoking the former PM)clamations relating to 
the distribution of Prizes, ^nd appointing a new dis- 
tribution of them, in difierent proportions. 

The old regulations had bng been the subject of re- 
gret and chagrin, amongitt subordinate officers and prt- 
vates ; a circumstance which will not much be wondered 
at, when we mention, that, of the Buenos Ay res prize- 
money, the privates received only one shilling and six- 
pence each ! 

For a number of years' past, the division of prize- 
money had been, to the commanders in chief, three- 
. eighths; but, in consequence of the Board of Admi- 
ralty having recommended to the Privy Council a 
reduction of this proportion, it was determined to 
reduce the share of the Commanders in Chief to two- 
eight Iw ; the other eighth to be divided amongst the 
officers and men, in addition to their former shares. 

The launch of the Caledonia, understood to be the 
largest and finest ship ever built, took place at Ply- 
mouth on the 25th of June. Her plan, was designed 
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by Sir William Rule, one of ihe^surveyors of the navy> 
and she was laid down in the yiar 1796. Her dimen- 
sions are as follows ?-*- ^ 

~ " fi. inch. 

Length of the gun-deck... '•••.. ,205 
Extreme breadth... •••.••••••• 53 6 

Depth in th^ hold 2d 2 

Burthen (more than) 2605 tons. 
On the lower or ^n-deck, she has seventeen ports 
on each side ; middle-deck, « eighteen ; upper-deck, 
seventeen; quarter-deck, eight; and. forecastle, two. 
She will mount ISO guns, from eighteen to ihirtj-lwo 
pounders, besides tarronades. Her stern is elegantlj 
neat and light, without that profusion of carved work 
which formerly decorated ships of her class, having 
only the unicorn supporting the arms of Scotland. Her 
bei^d is a bust of a female /igure, emblematic of Ler 
name, with the plaid, bonnet, and thistle, " of the 
Saxon green;'' and bagpipes, the favourite musical in- 
strument of Caledonia, on each side, carved by Mr. 
Dickerson, in a manner that does great credit to hit 
lasie and judgment. Her main-maft is ] I9 Teel in 
length and 39 inches in diameter ; the weight of her 
anchors is ninety-three hundred and two quarter.^. 

Lord Gambler, soon after the launch of the CaIedo« 
nia« hoisted his flag in her, as Commander in Chief of 
^ the Channel fleet. 

The state of the British navy, on the 3 1 st of Decern*' 
ber, .1808^ was as follows :— Ships t)f the line in com* 
mission, 149; fifties, forty-fours, &c. 21 ; frigates, 184; 
sloops, 186; gun*brigs, 294; total, 834; including, 
those buil^ling, xepaicLng, Sec 1120. 
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1809. 



Escape of the Brest fleet — Determination to attack the Frencli 
fleet, in Aix Koads — Successful, accoropllshmeiit of that enter- 
prize — Gallantry of Lord Cochrane — ^Trial of Admiral Harvey 
—Trial of Xx)rd Gambier— War between France and Austria — 
Consequent expedition to. the Scheldt— ^Capture of Flushing- 
Return of the Expedition — iDescent^en the Coastof Italy— Em- 
barkation of the British army, at Corunna— Surrender of Vigo, 
und of Santiago— Abdication of the King of Sweden— Reduc- 
tion of the Island of Anholt — Destruction of a Russian flotilla 
— Seizure of Cuxhaven — Capture of Cayenne— Reduction of 
Senegal — ^Surrender "of Martintqaer->Reduction of the Saints— 
Conduct of America-^Action between the Amethyst and 
Xiemen — Capture of La Furiease— Minor actions^^Domestle 
concernsr— State of the Navy, 

The escape of the Brest fleet, early in 1809, led lo 
a most important result. It was on the morning of the 
!24th of February, tlmt this fleet, consisting of eight sail 
of the line, appeared off Rochefort, in a 'widely ex- 
tended semi-circle. Their first object, there is no 
doubt, was to caplure the squadron of three sail of 
the line under Captain Beresford, which had been at 
anchor in Basque Roads. But Captain Beresford had 
fortunately leauit, the preceding day, that the French 
Admiral had struck his . flag, and gone to L'Orient lo 
bring out the squadron lying there, in order to join in 
the attack upon ^he British squadron off Rochefort. 
Jin coQsequence of this information, Captain Bere^lbrd 
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got under weigh, and stood off, and very soon after he 
ob.served the entrance into the bay of the French sqa* 
dron. Here the enemy was joined by three sail of the 
line lying in Rochfort, which exclusively of smaller ves* 
sels, make his force consist of eleven sail of the line. 

Due information of these circumstances having been 
transmitted to (he Admiralty^ and to the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Channel Fleet, the latter (Admiral Lord 
Gambier} in the Caledonia, of 120 guns, arrived oflf 
Rochefort, and took the command of the blockading 
squadron, on the^th of March. Thus, Ihe escape of 
the enemy from Brest was rendered unavailable ; a cir« 
cimistance of itself exceedingly important, as it was 
afterwards ascertained, that this squadron was to have 
gone (o Ferrol, where it would have gained a great 
addrtional naval strength: from thence proceeding to 
Toulon, it was fo receive on board 40,000 troops, in- 
tended to take possession of Cadiz and the fleet ; and* 
after that they were to proceed lo the West Indies, to 
succour Guadaloupe and Martinique ; for which service, 
one of the seventy- four's was laden with six hundred 
thousand pounds worth of the stores and ammunition* 
Something more effective, however, than the mere 
blockading of this squadron was thought advisable; and, 
after much consideration, its destruction, by means of 
fire-vessels, having been suggested by Lord Cochrane, 
Ihe principal conduct of an enterprise, for that purpose, 
was entrusted to his Lordship ; Ihe result of which was, 
that, on the I2lh of April, the Anniversary of Rodney's 
glorious victory in Ihe West Indies, the Ville de Var- 
sovie, of 80 guns, the Tonncrre, of 74, the Aquilon, of 
74, and the CalciHla, of 56, besides smaller vessels, 
were completely destroyed; with a loss, on our part, of 
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only two officers and eight men killed ; nine officers 
and iwenly-six men wounded, and one man missing. — 
" I'he fire-vessels/* says Lord Gambier, in his official 
letter !o the Admiralty, ** placed under the direction of 
Captain the Right Honorable Lord Cochrane, proceeded 
to the attack under a favourable strong wind from the . 
northward, and Hood tide, preceded by some vessels 
filled wiih powder and shells. — On their approach 
to the enemy's ships, it was discovered that a boom 
was placed in front of their line for a defence. This, 
however, the weight of the Mediator soon broke, and 
the usual intrepidity and bravery of British seamen 
overcame all difficulties, advancing under a beavj( fire 
from the forts in (he Isle of Aix, as. well as from (he ■ 
enemy's ships, most of which cut or slipt (l^eir cah)es,'and ^ 
from the confined anchorage, got on shore, and thus 
avoided taking fire. At day light the following morn- 
ing. Lord Cochrane communicated to me by telegraph, 
(hat seven of the enemy's ships were on shore, and 
might be destroyed. I immediately made the signal for 
the fleet to unmoor and weigh. — At twenty minutes 
past (wo, P. M. Lord Cochrane advanced in the Impe-* 
rieuse with his accustomed gallantry and spiri(, and 
opened a well directed fire upon the Calcutta, which 
struck her colours to thelmperieuse; and the other ships 
and vessels soon after joined in the attack upon the Ville 
de Varsovie, and Aquilon, and obliged them, before five . 
o'clock, after sustaining a heavy cannonade, to strike 
their colours. As soon as the prisoners were removed 
they were set on fire, as was also the Tonnerre, a short 
time after by the enemy. — 1 afterwards detached Rear 
Adniiral Hon.R. Stopford, to conduct (he further opera* 
tions of the night against any of the ships which lay ex* 
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posed to an attack. On (he morning of the 1 3 lb, he 
reported to me that as ihe Caesar and the other line of 
battle ships had grotinded and were in a dangerous situ- 
ation, he thought it advisable' to order them all oat, as 
ihe remainthg part of the service' could be performed 
by frigates and smaller vessels only/' 

From the importance of this exploit, it is necessary to 
enter into tome fi^rther details ; and first we shall pre- 
seftt the reader with the following interesting extract 
from Lord Gambler's more extended account of the pio- 
ceedings, addre^^d to the Admiralty;-^ 

'< Their lordships are aware that soon' afiler I had 
taken the anchoragcf of Basque Roads, I stated to thena 
the strong position of the enemy's fleet in Aix Roads; 
thattheir chips' Were moored in two compact lines, and 
the most distant ship of each line within point-blank 
ratige of the battetii^s of Isle D'Aix, explaining, at the 
same time, that they were under the necessity of moor* 
ing in such close order, not for the purpose of opposing 
a • more formidable front, but to avoid the shoals close 
around the anchorage; and their lordships will also re- 
member, that I then pointed out the impracticability of 
destroying thiem by an attack with the ships of the line 
in the position they occupied; but that I conceived them 
tobe'iissailableby fire-ships, having previously suggested 
to Ijofd MuFgrave the expediency of sending out twenty 
or thirty vessels for that purpose. 

** The suggestion was anticipated by their lordships, 
and they were pleased to drder twelve sail of fire-ships 
to join roe, and to direct me to fit out eight others on the 
spot. Upon the arrival of Captain Lord Cochrane, 
whom their lordships had ordered roe to employ in con« 
- ducting the execution of the service to be performed by 

2 
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the Bre-ships, I was induced, at his suggestion^ to add 
the Mediator to the number. 

*' The preparations were completed on the 1 1th ulfi 
at night, and having previously called on board the 
Caledonia, the commanders and lieutenants who had 
volunteered their services, and who had been appointed 
by me to command fire-vesscSis, I furnished them with 
full instnictions for their proceedings in the attack, ac- 
cording to Lord Cochranc's plan, and arranged the dis~ 
position of the frigates and imslll vessels to co-operate in 
the following manner : -^ 

«* The Unicorn, Aigle, and Pallas. I direcjted to lake 
a station near the Boyart shoal, for (he purpose of re« 
ceiving the crews of the fire-ships on their return from 
the enter prize, to support the. boats of the fleet which 
were to accompany the fire-ships, and to give assistance 
to the Imperfeuse> which ship was still fui'ther advanced. 
The Whiting schooner. King George, and Nimrod cut- 
lers, were fitted for throwing rockets^ and directed to 
take a station near the same shoal for that purpose. 

'' The Indefatigable, Foxhound, and Etna bombs^ 
"Were to take a station as near the fort on the Isle of i\ix 
as possible ; the two former to protect the bomb- vessel, 
whilst she threw shells into the fort. 

*' The Emerald, Dotterel, and Beagle sloops^ and 

Growler, Conflict, and Insolent gun>brigs^ were sta- 

•tioned to make a diversion at the east end of the Isle of Aix, 

*' The Redpole and Lyra, I directed to be anchored 

by the master of the fleet (one near the Isle of Aix, and 

the other near the Boyart), wilh lights hoisted to guido 

the fire-ships in their course to the attack ; and ihe boaU 

of the fleet were ordered to assemble alongside the 

Cs9sar,to pioceed tp assist the fire-shipn, under th9si« 

pertntendancetrf &ear Admiral Stopford* 

vou VI, 9 a 
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" With tiiese ^re-concerted movements ihe fleet was 
at this time unmoored, in readiness to render any service 
that might be practicable; but being anchored in a 
strong tide- way, with the wind fresh from theN.W. upon 
the weather tide making, it was again moored, to pre« 
vent the ships falling on board each other. 

" At about half past eight P. M. the explosion ves- 
sels and fire-ships proceeded to the allack; at half 
past nine, the fir4 explosion vessel blew up; and 
at ten, most of the fire-ships were observed to be on fire ; 
the enemy's forts and ships firing upon them. Many of 
their fire-ships were seen to drive through their fleet, and 
beyond the Isle of Aix. 

" Shortly after day-light. Lord Cochrane, who, in the 
. Imperieuse, lay about three miles from tlie enemy, made 
the signal to me, by telegraph, that seven of theenemy'< 
ships were on shore and that half the fleet could destroy 
them. It was visible from the Caledonia what ships 
were aground, and that two or three had made their es- 
cape up the.Charente. I immediately ordered the fleet 
to be unmoored, and at half past nine weighed and ran 
up nearer to the Isle of Aix, with a view, when the time 
of the tide should render it advisable, to destroy any of 
them at that time in so perilous a situation. The fleet was 
therefore anchored. 1 made the signal for each ship to 
prepare, with spare or sheet cables out of the stern ports, 
and springs on them, tO;be in readiness for any of them 
to go in, that I might judge necessary; in the mean- 
while, I ordered three additional flre-ships to be pre* 
pared. 

** Observing titc Imperieuse to advance, and the tinA 
of flood nearly done running, the Indefatigable, Aigle, 
Emerald, Pallas, Beagle, Etna, and gUQ*brigs, were or- 
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dered on*lhe attack ; at twenty minutes past two P. M. 
the former opened her fire upon the cnem}*s ships a- 
ground, and the others as soon after as they arrived. 

1 then ordered the Valiient and Revenge to supjio^t 
them, and they soon joined in the action. 

" The enemy's ship Calcutta struck her colours at 
tenrainutesafterfourP, M. and the VilledeVarsovieand 
Aquillon, in about an hour afterwards; all three were 
taken possession of by boats of the advanced squadron, 
and set on iire as soon as the prisoners were removed ; 
a short time after, Lc Tonnerre was set on fire by the 
enemy. 

** Perceiving towards the close of theday, that there 
were some of the enemy's grounded ships lying further 
up towards the Charante, which appeared to be exposed 
to further attacks, 1 sent in the three additional fire- 
ships, and all the boats of the fleet, wiih Mr. Congreve's 
rockets, accompanied by the Caesar and Theseus, under 
the direction of Rear Admiral Stopford, with discre- 
tional orders for his acting as he should think fit, and 
according as circumstances should render It expedient. 

'* On the following day (the 13lh) the Rear Admiral, 
perceiving that nothing further could be effected by the 
Jine of battle ships, which had grounded, as had also 
some of the frigates, and how imminent the danger was 
in which they lay, and being satisfied that the remaining 
part of the service could be performed only by frigates 
and smaller vessels, he most wisely took advantage of a 
providential shift of wind, and returned with the line of 
battle ships, to Basque Roads. Captain Bligh on his re- 
turn, reported to me, that it was found impracticable 
to destroy (he enemy's three decked ship, and others 

2a2 
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which were lymg at the entrance oflhe Chartnle, as the 
former (which was the outer one) was protected by 
Ihree lines ofhoats, placed in advance from her. 

"During the remainder of ihe 13ih, the E(na wai 
employed in throwing shells, the Whiting schooner in 
firing rockets, and the other small vessels in firing upon 
the enemy's ships on shore, when the tide permitted. 

" On the 14th at day light, I observed three or four 
of the enemy's ships still apparently aground, at the 
mouth of the river. I ordered Captain Wolfe, of the 
Aigle; to relieve Lord Cochrane, in the Imperieose, in 
command of the small vessels advanced, and to use his 
utmost endeavours to destroy any of the enemy^s ships 
which were assailable. At fifty minutes after two the 
£tna bomb and small vessels in shore; began* tbefr fire 
upon the enemy's ships at the entrance of the Charewte, 
and continued to do so during the remainder of the day. 

" On the 15th, in the mojiiing, (the day on which I 
dispatched Sir H. Neale, to their lordships, in the Im- 
perjeuse), three of the enemy's line of battle ships were 
observed to be still a ground, under Touras, and one of 
them in a dangerous situation, one of their frigates (ITn- 
dienne) also on shore, had fallen over, and the enemy 
were dismantling her. 

^' It blew very strong from the westward on the whole 
of the 15th and 16th, so that no attempt could be made 
to annoy and harrass the enemy ; on the latter day their 
frigate, which was on shore, was discovered to be on 
lire, and blew up soon after. 

" All the remainder of the enemy's ships got up the 
river by the 17th, except one, (a two decker) which re- 
. mained aground under the town of Touras : in the af- 
ternoon of this day it was observed, that another of the 
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enemy's frigates bad got on shore up the river and was 
Crocked, which was afterwards confirmed by the master 
of a neutral vessel from Rochelle. 

'' On the 19th it blew too violent for any of the small 
vessels to act against the enemy; but, on the 20th9 the 
Thunder bomb having arrived, -and the weather having 
become more moderate, I sent her to assist the Etna in 
bombarding the enemy's ship, on shore near Touras. 
The Etna had split her 13-inch mortar on the 15th, con- 
sequently had only her 10-incb effective ;and the Thun- 
der's 15-inch was also rendered unserviceable, this day, 
from the same cause. 

" The following day I » went in my boat into the 
Roads, on board the Aigle and Pallas, to reconnoitre 
the enemy's ship abovemeniioned, and ascertain what 
further operations could be carried on for her destruction. 
That evening, and the succeeding da}s, the wind was 
too violent and unfavourable. 

" On the 23d I gave directions to Captain Wolfe to 
put two of the Aigle's 18-pound long giins into each of 
the four gun-brigs, and use every means in his power: to 
drive the jsnemy out of the ship near Touras, and at- 
tempt to set her on fire; the whole of the 24th was em- 
ployed in this attempt the 10-inch mortars throwing 
their shells occasionally, but without success; and, as 
Captain Wolfe reported to me, that this attack made 
very lidle impression upon the enemy, and that the ships 
and vessels which were advanced above the Boyart 
Shoal, in order to carry on these operations, were in a 
station much exposed to attack from the enemy's gun» 
boats, &c. I considered any further attempt would be 
fruitless, and therefore withdrew Ihcm from their ad- 
Tanced position » 

2a3 
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" ,TIie enem^^'s ships continued aground near Touras 
tintil the night of the 28lh, when, having lightened her 
considerably, and applied great exertion to get ber 
afloat, (he spring tides having set in, they succeeded 
in their attempt, and got her up the river. 

" Their Lordships will perceive, from the foregoing 
statement, as well as from their knowledge of the local 
situation of (he scene of action, that I y^as obliged to 
have a second object in view, for besides the destruc- 
tion of the enemy's ships, the greatest care was re- 
quired that His Majesty's fleet should not be sacrificed ; 
the state of the tides and wind was roost materially to 
be attended to, and, without reference to- the chart of 
the anchorage, nothing can better exemplify (he limited 
space and danger of the navigation, than the circum- 
stance of one of the enemy's line-of-ballle ships having, 
on their fleet entering the Roads in February last, run 
on shore on the shoal of the Palla.s and being ther* 
totally wrecked J' 

The gallantry of Lord Cochrane, upon this occasion 
exceeded all praise. His lordship, who, as has been 
already seen, personally conducted the explosion ship, 
caused about 1,500 barrels of gunpowder to be started 
into puncheons, which were placed end upwards: 
upon the tops of ihese were placed betweeo three and 
four hundred shelh, charged with fusees ; and again,, 
among and upon these were between two and three 
thousand hand-granades. The puncheons were fastened 
to each other by cables woiuid round ihem, and jammed 
together with wedges; and moistened sand was ram- 
med down 'between these casks, so as to render the 
whole, from stem to stern, as solid as possible^ thai the 

2 
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resistance might render Ihe explosion Ihe more vio- 
lent. 

In this immense instrument of destruction. Lord 
Cochrane committed himself, with only one lieutenant 
and four seamen ; and after the boom was broken, his 
lordship proceeded with this explosion ^hip towards the 
enemy's line. 

Let it be recollected, that at this moment the bat- 
teries on shore were provided with furnaces to fire red 
hot shot, and then his lordship's danger in this enter- 
prise may be properly conceived. 

The wind blew a gale, and the tide ran three kno^s 
an hour. When the blue lights of the fire-ships were 
discovered, one of the enemy's signal-ships made the sig- 
nal for fire-ships ; which being also a blue light, the 
enemy fell into great confusion, firing upon her w4th 
very injurious efifect, and directly cut their cables. 

When Lord Cochrane had conducted his explosion 
ship as near as was possible, the enemy having taken 
the alarm, he ordered his brave little crew into the boat, 
and followed thera, after putting fire to the fosee, which 
was culcul&ted to give them fifteen minutes to get out 
of the reach of the explosion. However, in conse- 
quence of the wind getting very high, the fusee burnt 
too quickly ; so that with the most violent exertion 
against wind and tide, this intrepid little party were 
six minutes nearer than ihey calculated to be, at the 
time when the most tremendous explosion that human 
art ever contrived look place, followed by the bursting 
at once in the air, of near 400 shells, and 3000 hand- 
granades, pouring down a shower of cast metal in every, 
direction ! But fortunately our second Nelson was 
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spared ; the boat having reached, by unparalleled ex- 
ertion, only just beyond the extent of destruction. 
Unhappily this effort to escape cost the life of the brave 
lieutenant, whom this noble captain saw die in the 
boat, partly under fatigue, and partly drowned with the 
waves, that continually broke over them. Two of the four 
sailors were also so nearly exhausted, that their recovery 
was despaired .of. Such were the perils our hero en- 
countered.^ When they reached their ship, the Impe- 
rieuse, it is known that Lord Cochrane was first to go 
down lo the attack, and was for more than an hour the 
only English man of war in Ihe harbour. Ilis attack and 
capture of the Calcutta, which had one-third more gunx 
than the Imperieuse, has been properly spoken of. 

The repetition of his explosk)ns was so dreaded by 
the enemy, that they apprehended an equal explosion 
in every fire-ship ; and immediately crowding all sail, 
ran before wind and tide so fast, that the fke-shfps, 
though at first very near, could not overtake them, be- 
fore they were high and dry on shore ; except three 
seventy-four^s besides the Calcutta, which, were after- 
wards engaged, taken, and burnt. Seven went on 
shore, of which iivo three deckers, afterwards got off, be-* 
fore our shifis of the line got in, and they went up the river. 
Two of the remaining five were on their beam-er.ds 
before Lord Cochrane -came away ; and it was his 
lordship's opinion, that with proper exertion they might 
be completely destroyed. 

And here we think ourselves bound to pay to this - 
most noble and gallant commander, the tribute that is 
aldo due to his benevolence, not exceeded even by his 
bravery \ for it is the characteristic of true courage and 



#lt, RKOrSTfiR Ot NAVAL ACTIONS, i2S5 

greatness of mind> vfrhen in the miHst of the most iin> 
tninent danger> to save and succour those, whom jjupe- 
rior valour has placed upon the verge of destruction. 

Oar hero soon turned his attention to rescye the" 
vanquished from the devouring elements ; and in bring- 
ing away the people of the yUle de f^arswie, he would 
not allow even a dog to be abandoned, but took a cry* 
ing, and now neglected little favourite up into his armt 
and brougkt it away. It may be supposed that he has 
conveyed this fortunate little trophy into the bosom of 
his family, where it. ought to be. ever cherished as an 
instance of his eenerous care. But a still greater in- 
stance of goodness was (jlisplayed in his humanity to a 
captain of a French 74, wht) came to deliver his sword 
to Lord Cochrane; lamenting that all he had in the. 
world was about to be destroyed by the conflagration 
pf his ship. His lordship instantly got into the boat 
with him, and pushed oflT, to assist bis prisoner in re-* 
trieving some valuable loss ; but, in passing by a 74, 
which was on fire, her loaded guns began to go off ; 
a shot from which killed the French captain by Lord 
Cochrane's side, and so damaged the boat that she 
filled with water, and the rest of the party were nearly 
drowned. 

The following is the state of the French fleet, or 
rather of its remains, as described by one of our naval 
officers, who left Rochefort on the 24th of April :— 

'* L'Ocean, of 120 guns, Vice- Admiral Alemand, 
Captain Rowland ; on shore as late as the 24th of April, 
unrigged, lightened and shored up by the lower yards, 
and no probable chance of getting offj having laid 
there two spring-tides. 
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" Foudroyant,. of 84 guns, Rear-Admiral Yourderr, 
Captain Henri ; in llie same state on the 24-lh. 

'* CaBiJar, of 8 1 guns Coramodore Fare ; gone 
up the river towards Rocbefort, much damaged by 
grounding. 

/' Tourville, of 74 guns, Caplain Le Calllie ; gone 
up the river, and damaged. 

'* Aquilon, of 74 guns. Captain Many on, (died of 
his wounds) struck to the Revenge and frigates, on 
the 12 of April, and burnt by the English. 

** Tonnerre, of 84 guns. Captain Clement de la 
Roussiere ; burnt by^ the enemy, with the French co- 
lours flying. 

'* Ville de Varsovie, of 84 guns. Captain Crevillier, 
struck to the Revenge and frigates, and burnt bj 
Ihem, 

" Jamappe, of 74 guns. Captain Favaur; gone up 
the river much damaged, having been on shore. 

*• Jean Bart, of 80 gun?. Captain Bosee (ordered 
by Buonaparte to be shot) ; wrecked on the 26th of 
February on Lespalles Shoal while reconnoitering the 
English fleet. 

" Calcutta (formerly English), of 50 guns. Cap- 
lain Lcfence ; struck to the Imperieuse, and burnt by 
her. 

" Regulus, of 84 guns, Captain Lucas, and Patriot, 
of 74 guns, Caplain Mahe, were both on shore; one 
as late as the 24th, having been there two spring-tides; 
the other supposed to have gone to pieces in a 'westerly 
gale, or got offand went up the river in the night. 

" Indienne frigate. Captain Protoare, burnt by the 
enemy the 1 6th of April. 

" Elbe, ditto. Captain Beranger ; Pallas, ditto, Cap 



• R^ REGlStER OTlfAVAL ACTIONS. *287 

lain Le? Bigot ; and Hortense, ditto,- Captain. AUgand; 
escaped up the river on the night our fire-ships bore 
down on the enemy." 

Ralher for the amusement than information of the reader, 
we shall now present him wilh ihe French zccowvyi of 
this aflfair.— The Moniteur of ihe 23d of Aprif, contains 
the following " Re:^rt to the Minuter of the Marine, hj 
Admiral Aleman^i'\ dated "onboard the Ocean, 12th 
of April, hs^ Roads.'* 

" By my last of the 9lh, 1 had the honour to men- 
tion that the enemy's force anchored in Basque Roads, 
consisted of eleven of the line, sik frifjales, eleven 
brigs, and thirty-two transports. On the 10th there 
appeared also sixteen ships, which appeared to be 
transports or fire«ships. 1 struck top-mafts on the i lift, 
when the wind was N. W. The frigates neared th^ 
Isle— the fleet of his Majesty lay in two lines, in order 
that the smallest possible front might be pr^^ented to 
the fire-ships. They were flanked by a raft 800 toisfci 
long. About sun-set it still blew hard, and I gsCve to 
each captain the liberty !o act according to circum- 
stances. 

'< About half-past eight o'clock four English ships 
came to anchor iKi the westward of the head-line — they 
had Are signals, and appeared to be intended for bea- 
cons to the fire-ships. . 

'' About nine o'clock a great explosion totok place 
close to the fleet, which was followed by two more. 
A brig on fire was sent against part of the fleet, and 
afterwards a number of other bhg» and three-masted 
ihips advanced in full sail in flames, which were by 
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the ttde kept 4)ir sometime from tke fleet, bat at last 
they reached my Iine« . The first c^ipe close to tlue Re- 
gulus, and fell on board her starboard side# wJule a 
second, also in flames, run on board the Ocean. 1 had 
ordered the cables tp be sit pi, to avoid complete de* 
struction. ^o soon as the fire-ships came close io the 
bowsprit, the Ocean slipt her. cab'e and drove. The 
£re«8hips followed in succession, and came in full sail 
against the whole of our line, and particularly against 
the Ocean. It was all over with his Majesty's ship ; 
the flames spread rapidly over her. (The Admiral then 
mentions the eff)rts to get away^ which was e0€«cted.} 
The enemy had three internal machines and thirty-tbree 
firersbips, and three-masted vessels ; M^th t^o ships of 
tim line^nd friga^, directed against our £eet. All 
his M^jf^y's ships and frigates have been fleli:(^ered 
^om the dltack >of. tiie fire^sbips by slipping ih^ 

This report j^nds with compIaAnts of the ships crews j 
a -pircumstance which proves the wretched state of 
Flinch na^ discipline. 

<' Th9 Marine Pr^oot," ob^ar^^^eji the Mmiieur^ «< has 
since given notice, that three ships of the line, and one 
sxm^^fnftute, were f trended ^aod qould not be .brought 
0% and were set fire to after the crews had i>eeD landed. 
Tbe enemy were m^kbg arrangements for % fresh at- 
tack by the next flood, with bombs .and fire^sbvps, hut 
with remarkable tardiness, and {they had uoi been 
able to prevent tlie squadron from repairing their da^ 
image.^ 

The Mcnitm concMes^wiih a dedlaiastioni^^iaif tk 
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It is deeply to be regretted* that an enlerprisse, s6 
glorious and so important, should have been in anj^ 
respect, Ihe cause of dissension amongst our gallant' 
naval defenders. Unfortunately^ however, the appoint* 
ment of Lord Cochrane to conduct the service, gav« 
rise to a. quarrel between Lord Garobier, (the Com* 
maiuier in Chief) and Admiral Harvey, which terroi-' 
nated in the trial and dismissal of the latter ; and, ulti- 
floately, led to the trial of Lord Gambler, himself, at 
the instigation of Lord Cochrane. The nature and 
cause of this quarrel will be fully seen, by the follow- 
ing letter from Lord Gambier, U> the Sccretpry of the 
Admiralty :— 

^' Culku/fw, Basqtig R§ads; Jjltil i,, {%09. 
•' Sir, 
** His Majesty's ship Impexieuse, arrived at this 
anchorage yesterday, and Lord Cochrane delivered to 
me your lettec, signifying their lordships directions to 
me to employ him on (be serviice of attempting to de* 
itroy the enemy's fleet by the mean0 of fire*ships, &e. 
and I beg to assure (heir lordships, that Lord Cochrane 
shall have every assistance, with all the ifieans in my 
power to give him, for the accomplishment of so de- 
sirable an object. As the fire-ships may be expected 
to arrive every moment, I immediately communicated 
to the diflfereot ships (through the medium of the Ad<^* 
miralaof the division, to the respective captains) the 
projected intention of destroying^ the enemy's fleet, and 
directed them to furnish me with the names of sucb 
lieutenants as would volunteer to command the fire*" 
•hips, whieh may not be under the direction of an 
•flicer, of the rank of Commander ; and also^ that » 
yoh* VI. 2 » 
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certain number of volunteer seamen/sufficient to man 
the fire-vessels (or for any other service) should be kept 
' in readiness; at (he same lime I held out to the officers 
and. noen (volunteers) encouragement of reward by 
their lordships to such as dininguish themselves on this 
occasion. Upon this Rear- Admiral Harvey came on 
board. the Caledonia, and stated a number of officers 
atul men on board the Tonnant, that were ready volun- 
teers to undertake the service, and that he offered him-* 
s^lf to have the direction of executing the service; I 
informed him that their Lordships' had fixed upon Lord 
Cochrane for the purpose. On which Rear- Admiral 
Harvey declared to me, in the most violent and dis- 
respectful manner, and desired me to consider it as an 
official communication. 'That if he was passed by, 
" and Lord Cochrane, or any other junior officer, ap- 
pointed in preference, he should immediately desire to 
strikehisflag,and resign his commii^sion.' I informed him 
I should be sorry he should take such a strong measure, 
and that the Lords Commissioners of (he Admiralty 
having fixed on Lord Cochrane, and directed me to 
employ him upon this service, I could not deviate from 
tbeir Lordships' orders. The Rear-Admiral, upon tbi«, 
continued his vehement and insulting language to mr, 
and stated how much he had been neglected for his ' 
former services, both by myself when holding a seat 
tft tbeir Lordships' Board, as well as by others of ^heir 
Lordships' predecessors there; that he had not been 
rewarded for the eminent services he had performed, 
and after such violent invective, and a continuation of 
insuking gestures and language, under which I beg 
to assure their lordships I preserved my temper and 
calmness towards him ; be declared (hat he had dif 
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fered with me in opinion with respect to my conduct 
in Ibe command of the fleet ; that he could impeach 
me for misconduct and bad management, and cen** 
eluded by saying, wilh (he same insulting tone and 
manner, that he wbuld go in the Tonnant, or any old 
rotten 74-, to board the enemy's three decked ship in 
Aix Roads and bring her out. Here I must observe to 
their lordships, that in a conversation, a few days ago, 
with Rear- Admiral Harvey, upon the strong position 
of the enemy's fleet, he stated it to be his opinion^ 
that any ships that entered that anchorage to attacl^ 
the enemy, could never return from if. I will not 
trouble their lordships with any further detail respect- 
ing the disrespectful conduct of Bear-Admiral Harvey 
towards me, but only say, that 1 never in my life re- 
ceived so much insult to wound my feelings so sharply, 
as on the present occasion. I must add, however, 
that I have uniformly shewn the Rear* Admiral that re- 
spect and attention to which his rank entitled him ; 
and I can venture to appeal to all the oflicers under' 
my command, that the service, since I have been in the 
command of the fleet, has been conducted with the 
greatest harmony, and the best understanding with 
the oflicers their lordships have done me the honour 
to place under my command, and that I have used all 
the zeal, attention, and diligence in my power, to dis*- 
charge my duty with integrity and- uprightness. 

" Under these circumstances, and that a consider- 
ation that the public service may be impt ded, I trust 
their lordships will see the necessity of taking the, most 
speedy nveasures of relieving me from the embarrassing 
situation in which I am placed by the officer, second in 
command here, treating me inamanner socontem\}(.vx<i^"^ 

2b 2 
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and insulting, as to amount even fo muliny. Having stated 
ivhat I have done, I beg you to assure their lordships, 
that I do it only with a view lo vindicate my character, 
from the' unmerited assertions cast upon it by an officer 
so violently irritated against me as Rear- Admiral Harve/ 
appears to be, and this for an act not my own. If their 
lordships should not upon this statement think it neces«> 
sary to order a Court Martial to be held upon Rear- 
Admiral Harvey tor bis conduct, I beg it may be con« 
fidered that I reserve to myself the right of making a« 
application for (hat purpose. * 

** I have Xh€ honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

'* Gambibr.** 

In consequence of the above, and another letter some* 
what similar, Admiral Harvey was brought to a Court 
Martial, on board the Gladiator,, in Portsmouth Har- 
bour, on the 22d of May ; and^ the allegations of Lord 
Gambier having been fully made out, the Court found 
itself under the painful necessity of passing a sentence 
of dismissal on the prisoner. 

At the close of the evidence for the prosecution, the 
Court adjourned till the following day ; when Admiral 
Harvey, whose situation was lamented by almost every 
officer and seaman in the service, submitted the follow- 
ing candid and •modest defence, which was read by 
Mr, Gretham, the Deputy Judge Advocate :— 

" Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
I thank the Court for adjourning to this day. The 
interval of time has given you an opportunity of pe- 
fifsing the evidence, that has been adduced; and I 
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trust, of dlscovermg that it Talis short of proving ih# 
charges that have been exhibited against me. I shouU 
hov%;ever, not be acting a fair and canJid part, were \ 
to. deny that a conduct, which I cannot justify, hat 
been exhibited against me, and I now offer my roost 
humble apology to the Court for it. For the offence 
Ihat I have given the Commander-in-Chief, his lord* 
ship has proved that I have already offered an apology 
that was satisfactory to his feelings. The Court wil{ 
not fail to recollect, that although I have spoken of the 
Commander-in-Chief in terms which I am extremely 
sorry for having used, I did not speak with that pub* 
licity that is stated in the charge against me. I spoke 
only to persons of rank and station in the fleet, on 
whose minds my words could have no injurious effect ; 
what I said, is not foutid to have been disseminated 
among the inferior orders of the navy. No seaman or 
petty officer has been called, whoever heard any of the 
language complained of. It will also occur to you^ 
that all the intemperate expressions used by me, are 
proved to have been used about the same time, when 
I was in a state of great irritation, in consequence of 
my offer to attack the French fleet being passed ovey. 
without the least acknowldgement of its. having been 
made. Excess of zeal, and impatience of restraint, 
where an opportunity of enterprize presents itself; al- 
though faults, are such as the most eminent naval com- 
manders have not been free from, and the eflfects of 
these are all thai can be found blameable in my conduct. ' 
It never was my intention to thwart any superior (^ffirtr; 
on the contrary, my whole life has been, and shall 
continue to be, entire submission to their commamls. 
, <^ To many of tlie gentlemen of this Court I have : 

2i5 
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the honour (o be known ; to Ihem I appeal for my for* 
iner character, 

" I «hall also beg leave to desire, that (wo letters 
from most distinguished person?, under whom I have 
had the honour to serve, may be read. 

'* The manner in which my services have been esti- 
mated by them, will, I am sure, have its due effect on 
the judgment which the Court is called upon to pro- 
nounce upon me." 

" Euryalus, Oct, 28, 1805. 
" My dear Sir, 
"I congratulate you most sincerely on the victory 
bis Majesty's fleet has obtained over the enemy, and 
on the noble and distinguished part the Temeraire took 
in ihe the bailie : nothing could be finer ; T have not 
"words in which I can suflficienliy express my admiration 
of it, I hope to hear you are unhurt, and pray send 
me your report of killed and wounded, with the officers' 
names who fell in the acllon, aud the stale of your 
own ship, whether you can get her in a state to meot 
Gravina, should he agaiti attempt any thing. I am, 
dear Sir, with great esteem, 

, "Your faiihfu] humble servant, 

CUTHBERT CoU-lNGWOOD.** 

*' Captain E, Harvey, Temeraire J^ 

** Mortimer Siieet, j^pril 22, 1807. 
^'Sjr, 

" I cannot retire from the command of i\\% Channel 
Deet, without expressing the high sense I entertain of 
the ability, zeal, and perseverance^ displayed by you 
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in the command of a' detached squadron, during an 
unexampled long cruise off the North coast of Spain^ 
and assuring jou of the esteem and regard with which 
I have the honour (o be, 

" Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

*' St, Vincent." 
" Rear'jidmiral Harvty, ^c" 

The Admiral then withdrew with his counsel, Mr. 
(Sergeant Best, and the Court was cleared of s|rangersy 
for the purpose of deliberating on the evidence, in which 
Ihey were occupied a considerable length of time. At 
length strangers were re-adroilied, when the Rear-Ad- 
miral taking his statran, on the left-hand of the Deputy 
Judge Advocate, the gentlemen pronounced the follow- 
ing sentence : 

*' The Court having heard and deliberated upon the 
evidence which has been ad(iuced in support of the 
charges exhibited against Rear- Admiral Eliab Harvey, 
and having heard what he has alh dged in his defence, 
are of opinion that the charges of vehement and insult- 
ing language to the Right Honourable Lord Oambier,. 
and of having otherwise shewn great disrespect to him 
as Commander-in-chief, on board his Majesty's ship 
the Caledonia, and of having spoken of his Lordship 
to several officers in a disrespectful manner, have been 
proved : and the Court doth therefore adjudge the 
said Rear-Admiral Eliab Harvey to he dismissed 
Hisf Majesi(t's Service; and he is dismissed accord- 
ingly.'' 

Respecting the destruction of the French fleet in 
Basque Roads, so admirably eflfected by Lord Cochrane, 
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we have already expressed our opinion. Howsoever 
reprehensible Lord Gambler might have been, in not 
himself attacking the enemy ; or howsoever injudicious 
or improper it might he in the Admirahy Board, to 
select a junior officer, one who even had not previously 
been attached to the Channel fleet, for^so important an 
attempt, passing over many veterans in the service, 
no censure can' possibly ahght upon Lord Cochrane. 
To him all praise is due. If we are to accredit his 
own statement, as given in evidence by Sir H. B. Neale, 
on the trial of Admiral Harvey, it is not even to be 
imputed to him that he solicited the appointment. In 
a conversation which took place between Admiral Har- 
vey and Lord Cochrane, on the arrival of the latter in 
the Channel fleet, respecting the intended attack. Sir 
H. B. Neale represents his lordship to have expres<ied 
himself to the following effect : — •• I assure you I did 
not seek it ; I went to town ; and in a conversation, 
either with Lord Mulgrave or the Board of Admiralty, 
it was mentioned to me that the expedition was com- 
posed of bombs and fine-s^lps for the purpose of de« 
stroying the French fleet in the late of Aix.' I answered 
that it was a service very easy to be executed. 1 was 
asked if I would 4ifidertake it. I answered, '' Yes." 

Lord Cochrane was so exceedingly dissatisfied with 
the part which Lord Gambier had borne in this enter- 
prize, that, when one of his Majesty's Miftislers emu- 
municated to him their intention of moving for the 
thanks of Parlian>ent to the Commander-in-Chief, Lord 
Cochrane answered ; that, if no other person, should 
oppose the motion, he would rise in- his place for that 
purpose. On being asked,, on what ground, his reply 
wa», '^The log-book of the Caledonia;'* alluding to. 
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the proofs which, he conceived, must there appear^ of 
the delay which had taken place, in the operations of 
the fleef.^ubseqaently to the display bf his signal, that 
seven of ihe enemy'* ships were on shore, and roigh^ 
be destroyed. 

The result of this was, that Lord Gambler solicited, 
Rnd obtained a Court Martial ; but in consequence of 
the engagement of the expedition against the Schelt, of 
which we shall presently have, occasion to speak, the 
trial of his Lordship did not commence till Wednesday 
the 26th of July. On that day the Court Martial as« 
sembled on board the Gladiator in Portsmouth harbour ;. 
Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, Bart. President. The ge- 
neral charge against his Lordship, as stated in the or* 
der for assembling the court was, that on the 12Lh of 
April, the enemy's ships being then on shore, and the 
signal having been made that they could be destroyed, he 
did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking ef* 
fectual measures for destroying them. The object of 
-the court was also to enquire irito the whole conduct 
of Lord Gambier, as commanderin-chief, between 
the i7th of March and the ioth of April. After se- 
veral official documents had been put in and read, a 
chart of the Isle of Aix was produced. The log book» 
of several ships of the squadron were also produced, 
and their contents verified. Mr. Spurling, the master 
of the Imperieuse (Lord Cochrane's ship) underwent a 
cross examination of considerable length, the objects 
of which seemed to be, to prove that the witness had, 
«ince ihe arti(>n, made certain alterations in the log- 
bo(»k.ofthe Imperieuse, conformable- to what appeared 
on the log-book of the Indefatigable ; and that those 
alterations had been made by the order, ^w<i vtV^w ^^ 
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knowledge of Lord Cochrane. These insinualion«> 
however, were salisfaclorilj refuted. 

Lord Cochrane was examined al great length. His 
evidence went generally to prove, that Lord Gam- 
bier had been guilly of great delay, at the lime speci* 
fied ; that the station which he chose, though a good 
one for observation, was not proper for an attack ; and 
that, had Lord Gambler complied with Lord Cochrane'^ 
signal at tl>e proper time, half the fleet, or even two ships 
would have been sufficient to effect the complete de- 
struction of the seven French ships which were on 
shore. The main points of his evidence were as fol-. 
lows: — 

Q. Was your Lordship intrusted by Lord Gambler 
t!i'ith the conduct of the fire ships in the attack of the 
enemy in Ba<^quc Hoads ? — 

A. I was. 

Q. What was the strength of the enemy's fleet at 
that time, how moored, and how protected by the 
works on the Isle of Aix, and shoals near the bar* 
bour? 

A, The enemy's fleet appeared to contain nine sail 
of the regular line, besides one ship of three decks, and 
the Calcutta of 50 guns, and four frigates ; and ano- 
ther large vessel, I don't know \yhat she was; she 
might be a store ship. They appeared to be moored 
as near as I can judge, N. and S. or nearly so. I 
thought at first thoy inclined considerably more to N. 
E. and S. W. They were defended by their own can- 
non, and by a strong position. They were flanked to- 
wards the N. by thirteen cannon in the Isle of Aix, be- 
Rtdes the mortars in that island. The frigates were 
stationed to the S. E. of them> apparently for the pur- 
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pose of flanking ihe island on ifieolher side of them, 
and as the proltciion againsl boal^ or fire vesseli. Be- 
Uveen Aix and Ihe Buojarl,- I do nnl know of any 
shoal. The wafer is not sleep at Aix, but shelves gra- 
dually off towards ihe harbour. " To the best of my 
judgment Ihe enemy's squadron were eight or nine 
miles off, between Ihe lime of my arrival and the morn- 
ing of ihe ISlh. I believe ihe British squadron un- 
moored that night. The position chosen by the com- 
mander-in-chief was a very good position for blockarl- 
ing the enemy, and for observing any material move- 
ment of iheir squadron: but the destruclion of the 
enemy could not be effected while in Ihat position by 
the ships there placed. The wind was not the same in 
Ihe evening, as it wa< in the morning. Al B o'clock P. M. 
of the nth, the wind must have been about due N. I be- 
lieve. The tide at the »3Jiie hoit began lo run towards 
(he S. E.r-The strength of Ihe British squDcIron was ele- 
ven sail of the line, besiiles nine frinale* and one bomb. 
Q. bid it appear to your Lordship that ihe Admiral 
inadu every arrangement for preparing and sending the 
fire ships again-l ]ie enemy f 

A. Every posslbleassistance, as well as Admiral Slop- 
ford, and the Cajilains of he fleet. — The frigaies and 
other smaller veiiieis were very judiciously placed for 
BlTurding every assistance. 

Q. It appearing by the signal log of ihe Caledonia 
thai your Lordship had by eij^nnl acqdnii.Ifd Jjiid Gam* 
bier that seven of the enemy's ships were on shore, and 
might be destroyed, was it your Lordship's opini'm at 
the lime of ihe first signal, thai it would have been 
expedient for the commandei-rn-chirf lo have sent in 
half or any number of hii ships, &c. and if so, Kai 
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there e probability^ thai such shipft could have got out 
again in safely ? 

A. I did make the signal. The Iroperieuse being tlie 
nearest ship placed by his Lordship for the guidance of 
the fire-ships, and having had the charge of these ves- 
•els, I thought it proper to communicate to his Lord*' 
ship the state in which they appeared to me to be, 
which I did by the signals mentioned. It is my opinion 
that a much smaller forceMhan half the fleet would 
have been sufficient. The signal was directed by the 
Caledonia to be repeated. I ordered the signal to b* 
made that two sail of the line were enough, which I 
have since understood was not made, but that the offi- 
cer repeated the previous signal. The fact was, that im 
thought it would be an insult to make that signal, and 
therefore repeated the previous signal^ leaving it to the 
discretion of the commander in chief to send what force 
he thought proper. From the tine that the first signal 
was made, in. the morning, until eight o'clock, it was 
ebb tide; the tide was going windward; ateigtbo*ck)ck 
i\ was low water* There is an anchorage for at least 
six sail of the line at any time, clear of shot and shellst 
Tlie Imperieuse passed in going in close to the Buey« 
art. It was then nearly high water, at half past one b 
' the day ; coming out, it was also bigh water ; in both 
of these courses there was sufficient depth of water for 
▼esseU of any size. The impression upon my mind it, 
that there is water enough at any time ; but having 
been there only at high tide, I cannot swear to that 
Provided the tide does not rise and fall more than 
twelve feet, there is ; and this is mentioned in a French 
chart, now in court, I think the ships could have got 
safe out as th^ o^ers did afterwards. It was in the 
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fieight of spring, and there wa« five fathoms and a 
quarter under our bottom, and from five to fix fathoms 
for a ditttance round about us» sufficient for si^e: 
sail of ihe line. The bearings of this place are correctly 
Rotfd in the log, which 1 hold in my hand. 

Q. Did the commander in chief, in conseqaence of 
the signals afterwards weigh with the large ships, and 
at what time come to anchor off the Isle of Aix. 

A. He weighed 1 think at 1 1 o'clock, and anchored 
about half an hour aflerwards, having both wind and 
tide in his favour. 

Q. Was the position then taken, the most advantage- 
ous for carrying into effect the object of the signals 
made by his Lordship ; and might that position have 
been taken at an earlier period with advantage to the 
service ? 

A. It was a good position to observe the enemy ; 
hixi it was not a position for attack. That position 
might have been taken at day-light, when an attack 
frjght have been made with advantage to the service. 

Q. It appearing by the log-books of the Imperieuse, 
•that you having previoudy sent in a man to take sound- 
ings, you weighed at half past eleven A. M. on the 
1 2th of April, and ran into the harbour, in company 
"tvith the Etna bomb and a gun brig. The enemy mak« 
ing sail up the Charente, and at two P. M. anchored^ 
■and shortly after came to close action with the Vtlle de 
Yarsovie, did you weigh and advance to the enemy by 
aignal from the commander in chief, or did you do so 
with erder by sigiial or otherwise ? 

A. I think it necessary, if I am permitted io read, 
as an answer to this question, some remarks, whi'c*) ) 
threw together in consequence of a letter Ireceir^d^ 

2c 
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from the Secretary to ilie Admiralty, staling to me that 
a Court MTrtial wa-^ to take place. 

[ThiN L-rd Cochrane was not permitted to do, and 
(lie question wa«« repealed.] 

A. I did so, in compliance with what I considered 
the spirit of the orders I received ; the doin^ of it was 
niy own act. The entry in the log of the Imperieusp, 
that I w<.'ii(hpd at half pa^t uleven A. M. on the l^li 
of April i< not correct, as will probably appear l>y the 
log books of the fleet ; I weighed at one o'clock. Tht 
Etna bomb rather preceded me 

Q. It appt.ars a^.o by the logs before the court, that 
youinade "ignala ofdi«5tress of your ship; and did any» 
and wh:it ships come by signal to your relef from the 
commander in chief; and was there any unnecessary 
delay in that respect ? 

A. 1 enquired by hailing, what attack was intended 
to be made on ih<* enemy. The commander replied* 
he was ordered to bombard them. I directed him to 
go close, and that we should protect him : it was then 
one o'clock ; the French three-decker swung upon hei 
hawsers, and the last of their ships began (o move. I 
had the charge of the fire-ships, they had failed in Ihefr 
expected purpose : I knew what the tongue of scandal 
was capable of, and though I admit that the feelings 
of my Lord Gambier, for the honour and interest of his 
country were, and are, as strong as my own, yet per- 
sonal considerations were not enough. The cxpecta* 
tions of my country, the hopes of the Admiralty, and 
my own p'ospects were about to vanish. I weighed 
anchor and ran in, and went beyond the possibility of 
returning. I ordered sail to be made after the slern- 
i«ost ships of the encDiyi and standi;'^ in^ I junde tb« 
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M^nal iliat ihechace was superior lo the chacing ships 
l)^-cause Ihe Ville dc; Varrovie and Calculta were both 
ftfloal, and immedlaleiy aUervvards made signal ihat \vc 
wauled assistance, which sip;nal vv;»s absurdly coupled 
f\i(h llic words " beinjr in distress." When vre got up 
lo the IJnoyarl, we opened our fire up'.>!i the Caliutia, 
and iho Ville de Varsovie. Tlie C.daiila was broad- 
%\K' on ; the Ville de Varsovie lay slcrn towards us, j?1'« 
bcln^ under sail, und PAquiion was in the same poj.ijou ; 
the biJcr did not fne (or a lung timcj they were em- 
ployed in clearing their stern, lo get guns out. When 
we Anchored, li was about two o'clock. b<ime brigs 
had anchored as marked in the chart, Tor the prote<^ 
tion of the bomb^ and were firing, but too Tar otT 
to be of any use« I made the signal for these lo clc^se; 
but as there is no flags to express brigs only> wi(h« 
out frigates or larger vessels, most of which were coni- 
manded by oy seniors, I explained so far as lay within 
my rnean^. that this signal vvas intended for them, by fir^ 
ing upon them from the main deck ; for the quarter deck 
shot, which I elevati^l myself did not reach them. Th« 
signal, I was afterwards informed, gave considerable 
oiTence, and so soon as I learnt this from Sir Harrj 
Neale, I declared to my Lord Gambier, that it was not 
my intention in the slightest degree to hurl his Lord* 
ship's feelings ; F had then no time to express, by a 
tediou<s telegrajdiic communication, what I meant to 
convey. We were all bu>ily employed, when it was 
reported to me tlial several sail of the line and frigate* 
were coming to our assistance. I don't remember tht* 
first ships that cnme down, but Ihe Keverge, 1 believe 
was the first linw* of b.dtle ship. About three, several 
shi])s Ciiiue wilhin hail; I hailed them to anchor, or thev 

2 cCI 
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would ground, we having taken our birth on the head 
of the sliore. It was then fulling tide; several that 
anchored opened their fire upon idl the ships that wer€i 
within reach, to wlf, the Ville de Varsovie, AquiloK 
and Calcutta. I made the signal that the Calcutta 
had struck, and sent a boat to inform those who were 
firing at her, that our boat was then on board of her* 
Upon which the Indcfaligablc and one other turned 
their fire upon the Ville de Varsovie and Aquilon. I 
ordered my people to cease firing; there were th«»n 
ships enough to destroy tiie enemy without the Impe* 
rieuse. Our people were much fatigued, and therefore 
rested themselves^ with the exception of those stationed 
to repair the rigging*. The other ships continued to firs 
on the ViHe de Varsovie and Aqoilon till they 
struck. The French were deserting several of tbeic 
ships, with every boat that belonged to theoii and pull* 
mg and sailing for the Rochefurt river. An attempt 
was intended to have been made to burn the Ocean* 
Captain Bligh volunteered hi:; scrvicef:*. Capl. Mait* 
'and regretted that on accouot of Captain BligU's pre- 
viously having undertaken it, he was denied that op- 
portonity to distinguish himself. I was too much fati* 
gucd to undertake it myselT, I could scarcely stand 
from great exertion ;. they were not so much fatigued* 
The reason why it was not done, I only learnt since 
seeing the public dispatch in the papers. As the French 
bad taken their boats to land their people, they were 
all on shore that night and the next morning, there were 
two or three chasse marecs in their stead, lightening the 
enemy's ships, by .receiving various articles on lx>ard. 
There was no delay \^hatevcr, to the best of my belief, 
after the signal of assistance was made^ upon the pjil 
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of my Lord Gambier, in ordering vessels to our anis* 
tance ; bul had th« allack been made in the morning, 
when the tide was falling, until past eight o^cIock, and 
the enemy's ships were all, with the exception of two, 
fast aground, the uiree-decker and two others, as shewn 
in the chart, lying close together towards the wind- 
ward, with their masts and yards apparently locked* 
It is my opinion, that after the hoar of half past eleven, 
when the enemy's two ships had remained at anchpc 
until the British fleet weighed, that the frigates alone, 
assisted by the smaller vessels might have destroyed 
the whole of the above mentioned ships> the rear of 
which afterwards attacked. 

<' When I arrived/' said his Lordsliip, at the close of 
his examination, " at the outer anchorage, I mentioned 
to Lord Gambier, that as there could be no jealousy 
with respect to Admiral Stopford, that it would be a 
matter essential to the service to send the Admiral in 
with the frigates and other vessels, which ever his Lord* 
ship thought best, as his zeal for the service would ac. 
complish what I consider yet more creditable than any 
thing that had yet been done ; I apologized for the free- 
dom which I used with his Lordship, and stated that I 
took that liberty as a friend, for it would be impossible^ 
things remaining as they were, to prevent a noise being 
made about it in England. I^aid, ^^ my Lrird, you dc* 
sired me to speak candidly to you, and I have used 
that freedom, , 1 have no wish or desire but for the 9er« 
vice of our country :** — to which his Lordship replied, 
that if I threw blame, it would appear as arrogantly 
claiming all the merit to myself. I assured his Lord- 
ship I had no such intention, and mentioned, at the 
tame time, that it was not my design to carry dispatches* 

2c a 
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or la ga to London with Sir Harry Neate upon the ao 
casion. His Lordship immediately after delivered fo ine 
an erder directing the above. When I weighed I had 
had the satisfaction of hearing that |lie signal had been 
made for Admiral Stopford, but whether to execute 
the above purpose by the frigates, or ether means, I do 
not know.** 

The trial of Lord Ganibier lasted nine days, on the 
fifth of which , his defence, of which the following are 
the more prominent passages, was read by the Judg«r 
Advocate ;: — 

'* The proceedings of the court will shew, whether 
mnjr misconduct has existed in the execution of tha 
service under cosideration : if any has existed, oC 
which I am perfectly unconscious, il is right that 
the nation should know it ; not as resting on the- 
unsupported opinion of an individual, but on the 
unprejudiced judgment of this tribunal, I was 
prepared when I first came before you, witli what 
appeared to me a complete justification of my conduct 
and proceedings as commander in chief of the channel 
fleet, employed in Basque Roads, between the ITth of 
March and the 2d^h of April last, to which your inquirj^ 
is directed ; but I could not be aware of the oral testis 
IDony that was brought forward in support of the charge 
which their Lordships have, at the instance of Lord 
Cochrane,. been induced to make against me, nanaely 
that on the 12th of April, the enemy*s ships being then 
on shore, and the signal having been made that they 
could be destroyed^ I did for a considerable time negtect 
or delay, taking effectual measures for destroying them» 
I was ready to admit, that from the time of my observ- 
ing, on the morning of the 12thy the situation of iimr 
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©nemy, communkaled lo roe also by signal from the 
Imperieuse^ some time drtl elapse before the enemy's 
ships were attacked ; but I was prepared to prove, 
most inconlrovertib^, ihat no neglect of unnecessary 
delay took place in effectmg the destruction of those 
ships; and I have now the satisfaction to find, that ou^ 
of all the officers of the fleet summoned on the trial, the 
charge rests^ on the unsupported, and I may say already^ 
refuted, testimony of the captain of the Imperieose- 

** I believe there is not a precedent to be foondih 
tbe naval annals of Great Britain, of an officer of the 
rank I have t-he honour to hold^ commanding a fleet 
which has performed so important a service as that ac* 
complished under my direction — approved as that ser- 
vice has been, by the Roard of Admiralty, and consh^ 
dered by his Majesty^s government as deserving the 
thanks of both Houses of Parltamenf, being obliged,, 
from a sense of what is due to his owo character and 
honour, as well as the profession lo which he belongs, 
to appeal to a naval tribunal, against the loose, indirect 
accusations of an officer so much his inferior in rank:' ^ 
am warranted in sayir^, that the execution of this 
^ervice wasapproved by the Board of Admiralty ; be* 
cause in a letter from their Lordships* Secretary, dated 
April 22, acknowledging, the receipt of my public dis- 
patches on the occcasion« he says, he is commanded by 
their Lordships to congratulate me on the brilliant Suc- 
cess of the force under my command, in the attack of 
the enemy's ships in Isle d'Aix "Roads, by fire- 
vessels^ and subsequently by detachments from my 
fleet, which terminated in the capture and destruction 
of four of the enemy's ships, and to signify their Lord- 
sliips' directions to me, to express their approbation of 
the great exertions of Rear Admiral Slo^Coi^^ "^^s^ ^^« 
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Neale, and the several other officers mentioned by me 
as having been most actively employed, and having 
particularly distinguished themselves upon this impor- 
tant service. Lord Cochrane, however, warned the 
Noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty, that if this 
measure were attempted, he should, if standing alone^ 
oppose it so far as regarded the Commander in Chief, 
thus without specifically objecting to the thanks being 
given for the service performed, directing his hostility 
personally at me, and making his attack as publicly, 
though not so fairly, as if he had at once exhibited 
formal charges. 

" Lord Cochrane, as a Member of Parliament, may 
most assuredly support or oppose public measures, as 
he shall think proper. In the present proceedings 
however, he stands in the situation only of an officer 
serving under my command, as appears by (he foI« 
lowing letter to me from the First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty : — 

[This letter, dated May 29, states the suspension of 
the motion for the vote of thanks, in consequence of 
Lord Cochrane's objection ; and that it had been found 
expedient to call upon Lord Cochrane to state his 
grounds of objection.] 

" Whether Lord Cochrane supposed he might with 
impunity endeavour to lower me in the opinion of my 
country and my Sovereign, signal marks of whose fa- 
vour had at this instant been exclusively conferred upon 
himself— whether his Lordsliip thought he could exall 
bis own reputation at the expence of mine, — and whe* 
ther he expected that his threat would intimidate me to 
silence, I know not. But if these were his ideas, I 
assure myself the result will appear to bim that (hey 
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were founded in error ; fur I will neyer permit any man 
to proceed as Lord Cochrane ha^ done, without availing 
myself of (he means vvliich the laws of my crountry 
afford, (o shew the futility and injustice of such ai> at« 
tack. By the lellcr of the Secretary of the Admiralty 
to Lord Cochrane, after making his undefined accusa* 
tionagaini^t his Admiral, he excuses him>clf from exj* 
planation by a general reference to the log and signal 
books of (he fleet, without knowing, if I may judge 
from the imperfect state of his own log, what that ge» 
neral reference might produce. Therefore^ because he 
does not accord with me in opinion^ Lord Cochrane^ 
whose extent of responsibility has, perhaps, never ex 
ceeded the charge of a single ship, and to whom li 
judgment I will not reduce my experience to a compa* 
rison, becomes my accuser; whilst, from my situation, 
I am ressponsible for every act of my fleet, and for tht 
fate of every ship composing it* I am so confident, 
and I hope it is already evident to the Court, that Lord 
Cochrane has no cause whatever for accusing me of 
any dereliction of duty, that it might almost be sup- 
posed something bad occurred in my personal conduct 
towards his Lordship which had afforded him grounds 
of dissatisfaction. The contrary, however, is the fact* 
More liberality could not have been shewn than Lord 
Cochrane received at my hands ; and although a con- 
siderable degree of disappointment was manifested 
throughout the flctt on his ar/ival to conduct the service 
to be performed by fire-vesscN, yet every oflicer in the 
fleet rendered him the most steady assistance, not onljf 
in valuable suggestions, the entire credit of which seems 
|0 have been assumed by bis Lordship, but by everj 
other means that zeal and courage could at&^vd. Vnt.^ 
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Cochrane^ on presenling himself lo me after the aclioi>, 
wa"; gLMieral in corsiplainl of tlie oRktrsvvlio commanded 
ihculhershipsengapjcdjUl the same time with liimv»!r, in 
llic attack of tlie cHv-.m ; but having equal means with his 
LorJ-iliip of jii l.:!n^ (;f the c«m(Iiicl of those oIiictT'!, I 
(I<» aver tlial it vvjs highly meritorious. At the time 
J/)Ti\ C<;chranc made this general complaint, I liaci r.of 
ihe smallest sii«!picion that tlicre cxi^teJ in his mind 
lliose sentiments of dii;ippr(»l.nt!on of my conduct, 
which, b}' his proceedings since his return Lome, I am. 
to suppose he then entertained. It would, in such 
case, have been iil)eral, and I think also l)is duty, to 
have communicated to me to that etfect. I should (hen 
have been ennblod to have guarded lu some measure 
against his attack upon my character, on his arrival 
in England. I scarcely need observe in this Courl, 
Ihal however highly courage is to be valued in an of^ 
ficer, it is always incomplete in its consequences wilii- 
out the cqaal exercise of jii;!gment and discretion; 
it being Ihe duty of a Ctjmmandcr not only to destroy 
his enemy, but to accomplish that destruction uith the 
least possible loss on his part : and I submit to (he 
Court, whether there ever was a service which, under 
all circumstances, more required the exercise of those 
qualities than (he one In question. The effect produced 
exceeded my most sanguine expcctions: and I beli\ve 
the expectations of the whole fleet. The poiiits under 
the consideration of the Court appt*ar to be the follow- 
ing: Whether the lap>e of time between the discovery 
in the morning of the enemy's ships being on shore, 
and (he attack, was not, under all circumstances^ 
absolutely necessary for the advantageous accomplish* 
niuut of the intended service ;* whether it was not mv 
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^u(y as Commander-in-Chief, to be froi'crncd bj a 
general view of Ihc whole of those circumstances, ra- 
ther than jield (o the suggestions of one,. and that a 
very junior officer; — and whether an earner ^hack 
would have been attended with greater adva[map;os; — 
In short, was there not accon)piished, at the time the 
attack was made, all that could at any time have been 
effected. It is in support of these propositionf, I un- 
dertake to shew, as indeed is already in evidence be- 
fore you, :ha( had I not delayed sending in the ships to 
the attack until the time I did, the loss of ships and of 
the lives of valuable seamen would, in the opinion of 
all. the officers of the fleet, have amounted to a large 
proportion of the force so employed. And yet, it 
seems, that I am now represented as deserving of cen« 
sure, for having prevented that wanton destruction i 
but I am satisfied the Court will^ i>y the result of their 
investigation, find, that not a single additional ship o^ 
the enemy would have been destroyed by a more earl^ 
adoption of those measures which it is imputed to m< 
I delayed or neglected." 

*' The squadron under my command, including lh# 
advanced frigates, had been driven from their slatioii 
off Brest, by the continued prevalence of tempestuous 
westerly winds ; it was on my return off that port, on 
the i!^ of February, that i ^ascertained the escape of 
ihc French fleet ; I had no information of the time 
when the enemy escaped from their port, or of the 
counethey had taken, consequently had no grounds 
upon which I coqld exercise any discretion. This re- 
duced me to the unavoidable necessity of following ny 
orders, which^ Jn $ucb an event, distinctly directed ma 
io detach Ih^ senior flag officer, with such force as I 
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might conclude wa^ equal (o the cnemfS: and (o retuni 
myself to Cawsand Bay for further orders I accord- 
ingly detached Sir John Duckworth, with eight sail of 
Ibe line'alod'a frigate, in pursuit of the French fleet, 
onihecoiiffe pointed out in. their Lordships* orders 
before referred to, which left me with the Caledonia 
alone, in the mortifying situation of being obliged to 
return to port. 1 re'er back to this event, in order to 
ahew why the Caledonia, bearing my flag, became 
detached from the fleet. In proceeding to Cawsand 
Bay, the Naiade joined me off Falmouth, when Cap- 
lain Dundas informed me, that the enemy's fleet from 
Brest, consisting of eight sail of the line and (wo fri- 
gates had entered Ba^que Roa is, on the 21-th of Fe^ 
bruary, where (hey had bei^n reinforced by the four 
flail of the line and t\^o frigates previously lying in lh« 
Alx Roads. This communication heing made to Chc 
Admiralty, I received or<lers from their Lordships, oo 
the 3d of March, to put to sea with the Caledonia, 
Tonnant, Illustrious, Resolution, and Bellqna, together 
with any frigates and smaNer ves.^eis under my com* 
mand, that mi^ht be r<'ady for sea at Plymouth, to 
form a junction with Rear-Admiral Siopfojrd, cnm- 
xnanding his Majesty's squadron off Bochfort. On 
my Bfriir'al of Rochfort on tlie seventh of March^ 
n found that Rear-Admiral Siopford, with tl.a 
'Cflesar, Defiance, Donegal, and four frigates, had» io 
4be course of the 244h of February, been joined by 
-Captain Beresfbrd, with the Theseus, Triumph, Va» 
liant. Revenge, and one frigate, and shortly after bj 
the Hero ; and that the French fleet had moved frnm 
Basque into Aix Roads, and taken anchorage there 
with eleven sail of the line and four frigi.'es. In conse- 
4ience of the intricacy of the navigaiion, one of their 



ships was totally wrecked. Judging that the' oiecafia- 
tioirof Basque' Roady by ihe #ieet imder' my coroniaud 
would be most eflectual^ either for Uhcliadmg the 
enemy, or fm curtyfng on oCfbnsive opemtiotf!;, sh^M 
they prove pradica&Ie. I immediaiely ordered- sbmts 
of the master^of the flee« to proiceed in, atrd- lo tal^e 
every adVanlagie of weather, in funding md ^ttvty* 
ing- the abchorage^ in order la ascertain the pari mo j(t 
advisable to be occupied by- a fleet of the magnitade of 
that under my orderst^ 

<« Ota tbe 17tb*of Mapcb Ale fleet anchored'in Basqvt 
Roads, and waa meoped in af Hne; as directed by tlie 
general order. The enemy^tships lay at tbe distance 
oF abon4 si3rmiles> in compact lines, and the most dis- 
tant ship of eaeh' line w»i(bfn pomt blank* range of the 
batteries' on the Isle c^ A\xi with their frigates ad^^t 
vanced towards the entrance of Abe Roids. This coiii* 
pact position ofthe enemy was evide^ly taken (o avoid 
the shoals' around the anchorage* The nearer and 
more distinct view I noia obilaned of tl»e esiemy^s ppsN 
tion, oonilvflaed me in: i^r opinkMiof the- impractica- 
bility of ia suceessfoi attack upon their sliips by ihe fieef« 
I wasalso satisfied, that the only wtff of attacking Ihe 
enemywasby means'ofiiire'tslirps; which I suggested '* 
in my letter to the first Lord of the Admiralty, written 
foitrdiiyr aiAer my arrivai- sti RopcMbrt. — Thia letter 
wat received by his Lordship on' the 19th March, who 
indeed'had snticfpoted': my sentifiieftts> sw appM*s by 
thefoMowing'letterfrom^lMrLordihip^ SconUuy.-* 
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[Most secret.] ' ' 

''JJmlralty-Qffice, March 19, IS09. 
, »,"My Loud, ' 

¥^*-tl am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of 
Ihjir; AdmiraJly* t^. acquaint . your Xiord^hip, that they ' 
liaA'e. ordered twelve, transports to be fitted as fire-ships, 
aod tpfiroce^d and join )0u off Rocbfort; and that 
Mr. CongF^ve.is also under orders to proceed to your 
Lordship in a coppered transport, (the Cleveland), 
containing a large assortment of rockets, and supphed 
with.a dietachmeftl of marine artillery instructed in the 
use of them, and placed under Mr. Congreve's orders. 
Tbat the bomb vessels, named in the margin (Etna, 
""fhunder, Vesuvius, Hound, and Fury) are likewise 
under orders to fit for sea with all possible expedition, 
and to join you as they may be ready. That all" these 
])re|)arations are making with a view to enable. your 
Lordship to make an aitack on the French fleet at their 
anchorage, off Isle d'Aix, if practicable; and I am 
further commanded to signify their Lordships' direction 
to you, to take into consideration, the possibility of 
making an attack ^upon the enemy, either conjoinHy 
with yeur line-of^battle ships, frigates, and small crafl, 
fire-ships, bombs, and rockets; or separately, by any of 
the above-named means. 

*' You are to man the fire-sbips with volunteers 
from the Beet, intrusting the said ships in charge of 
clficers 4}t the rank of ComnMinder, who may happen 
to be present, and shall volunteer their services on 
this occasion. But as it is not likely there will be 
officers sufficient of that rank to command all the fire* 
ships, you are to make up the deficiency by sack 
Lieutenants x>f the line-of-btltle ships as shall volunteer 
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their services, giving the preference to the First Liea- 
tenants; and when the said fire- vessels are manned by. 
volunteers from (be fleet, yoa are to cause the! f original 
crews (o be received, on board the ships of your, fleet* 
And in the event of the said fire«ships being destroyed, 
3ro^ are to send hume the said men, in order to tbeir 
being discharged, furnishing- them with such certiflr 
cates, or protections, as shall secure them from being 
impresied into his Majesty's service. You are also to 
hold out to the volunteers^ and the officers to whom the 
command of the fire^thtps may be intrusted, every ex* 
pectatton of reward in tbe event of success. 

'* It is their l4«dships' further direction that you 
state to me for their iiaformation, whether any further 
augmentation of force of any description is, in your 
opinion, necessary to enable you to perform this service 
with full eflfect, that it may be prepared and for- 
warded to you without a moment's delay ; their Lord* 
ships having come to a determiiialion to leave no ineans 
untried to destroy the enemy's squadron. 

In order to give your Lordship < very . information op 
this important subject, my Lords have directed me (p 
inclose to you a copy of apaper, drawn up by Sir Rii^hard 
Keats, in 1807, proposing a mode attacking an enemy's 
squadron under Isle d'Aix. • . 

" I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

*' Your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

" W. W. Pole. 
" Admiral Lord Gambter, off Rochefort. 

'f P. S. The flre-!«hips are expected to. sail from the 
Powns to-morrow, and the rocket^ship frodi the Nore 
about the same time. 

2d2 
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biKeaofllie six expected from Fl^putii^ that tfitj 
might be ready fo act with the twelve from WoQlwiob* 
iamedffilrly ifpon their arfivaK Tbeae^ with Ihe Me* 
drator, were accordingly fitled by means of rotiD aod 
tar> fortunately found en board some chfMie flmito^ 
recently captored, and other combuslibh materials fur* 
niflied by the fleet. This siirvi<m was perforiMB4 under 
the immediate snperintendaDce of the C^ptams of the 
'Kn«Mir*battle ships^ who evinced the most unremitling 
acttv»ty;ttpbii tiie oceasion. . Upon the lOib of April, 
mhz)Up9M four F.lkf.tbe Beagle arrived, wilfa Ibolwntivso 
Are^sHipw from EngiamL WbenlisaiM ordem.to tbt 
Commaaderi fif.sloai>5 ^iid.iii«i Lieutenatttf m£ Uae-ol^ 
baMie ships which i had prepafed^ it fwas teuini alto* 
. getfaut ffapfteticabla Co pmeeed. la the altaskon the 
ei)Siii<of>ttie leiln Ibaugb muob^ pressed by liOfdCoch^ 
ihm^> and it may be considered & most tbrtunate cir^^ 
ciMKtiifite that the attempt iwaa delbrred ; for il appeals 
by a general order fouvid on board one of tlbe' enemy's 
ship«/Aad now delivered into Cotirt^that^tise iVeaoh^ 
P) protect their Aeet from atltock^ had efc|uiypfd' fS 
laurichei^, Msd o^her faeats^ in fi«e divisipas^ ba|^eanl 
il from suri^rise d^ing the nighty ind to tow. off ow 
6re-fhip«on.ti7eir appraacb; and Hie tramqadlity of tbe 
tOth woald have'a&>rdcd the> eeemy . Ml oppoflsaity 
oC availing thera^^elves of (bis protection ; b^t of. Ms 
tiiey were deprrred* by the ' irery bloaviag^ wea- 
ther on the subsequent eighty wtw» tiie fire^siepl 
weresebl iii» Xbave here to. notice* thai aooMi days 
previous (o the atlackf 1 had* lo decssve Ike eaamy^ 
*'topte4i|be fMtecaotiea of ordering oei of the Reads 
vessels of every descrtptbe, that wiefo noi; to bo 
f^fd la the ieteiided operations,. 



««ToBfl9itl tad suppMt ibis fire*ihipc'« the foUowtng 
ditpotiifen was Blade of ilia whole foroe, in frigates am) 

tmaflvetflals: 

'* the Uniceni, £i^k» ^^ad PaHai, I diracted . U» 
lakaasUUoaiiaar IbeBaayaflt sbfal, Iv Ihe purpoi^ 
ofreceiving tba^crewsof the fire-ships on Ihetr relarit 
fom Ibf aalarpnia* (a IWHWi iha boiaU of ihar ieet 
fvUdi wa^ l^aeconipanj |ha fifa-8hif>s»: and Khawiaia 
Xa give astiirtadce to Ihe Lmperiieiiae, which ship wat 
ummwhH knkei adtranotd. The WhilHig schpoaei^ 
and tim King GivorgfaandNitiiod caMers* were fitted 
fer ihrawing radiets» aad were also: directed .loi.taka 
ji station near the shore. TheilodeAiigabfe and Ftixt 
baimd 9kM>pi> and Etnai bdaihj haiog Ihe onljr bofDb« 
vessel tfiaJL had then arnivad^ were:erdered ito plaea 
theatselvat sis nieav the iart a« the Isle af Aik aa po»i 
slUe, )he two former to froted tiw bambt. while sba 
Ihnew shells into the fori. 

'' The Emarald, Dottard)^ Beagfaw InsoleiM^ Caar^ 
t't^, and Growler gen br^s, w^i^ stationed to make a 
diversion at tha east end of the IsJe oC Aiic ; iN lUA* 
pole and hyf^ I directed to he anchased^ #ae aeat ihm^ 
I«fe of Aix> >nd iba-oiher jMar the. Buoyart,. with iigbSa 
hoisted, and properly screened from the enemy!s vievv^ 
togajda tha Are-Miipfi in their £OfUs4 to lihe attack. 
Thirteen explosion ves^els^ which had been pcopaseA 
and prepared by 1/ka) Cocbrana* waie tti^dtar-Wl^rd*^ 
abip^ immfidjate direction 4a praceda^ the fcesihipf-.ia 
H^ attack. Tbair eii4:|lo«iai^ 19^1^ toppini oat 1^ praipea. 
time for the^ officers commanding the fire-ships to asa 
$retotMr riSfpectivA re^^lf^; an4 M>. ipUdaidala and. 
pcavant the •ao^iajf ftom (pvring pf. iibat |wt-^«i^ Aha^ 
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aboQl (be same distance from the Caledonia^ made (he 
signal to me by telegraphy that '* seven ol (he enemy's 
.^hips were on shore^ and that half the fleet could de« 
Slroy them." 

^ " The actual situation of the French fleet; at that 
time, was this: seven.of their shrps were on shore en 
the FalaiSy. two escaped into the Charante, and two 
lay at their original anchorage, or a very little removed 
from i(» with their broadsides bearing »pon any thing 
that might approach to attack the ships on shore. I 
ordered (he fleet (o be unmoored, immediately ; the 
wind waiat N.W. and the last quarter ebb, and much 
V too far spent to admit of a force being sent in so as to 
eflect any thing witb (he possibility of returning in case 
of disaster, before^ the making of the flood, which 
wotiMefl*ec(ually have locked up ouf ships within the ene* 
my's confined anchorage, during the whole of that (ide^ 
Here they would have been exposed not only to (he point 
blank shot from the batteries, but also to the broacUides 
.of the above-mentioned two line«of-bat(le vhips (ben 
lying in Aix Road, and which even without assistance 
from the batteries, must have entirely crippled ever/ 
one of our ships in their approach through so natrow a 
channel ; besides which sume of the grounded sliips 
were sufficiently upright, and se situated as fa enable 
, (hem to bring their gnns to bear upon the enhance.— 
I would here submit to the Court whether (he idea 
which. appears to have been entertained by Lord Cocb* 
,rane, that a force couhl have been sent in so as tu base 
r arriyed before low water in (he morning, was not ifl 
itself preposterous and im(>factical)|e. Upon (he fullest 
. consideration that no possible alteoapt c^uld be mada 
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until the tide had flowed for some timej unless m pre* 
vious change of wind should take place, all 1 had 1o 
do was to make every preparation for the attack on the 
enero/s grounded ship^. Accordingly I made the si^ ' 
nal for the fleet to weigh, and the K^ar- Admiral and 
Captains being assembled on board the Caledonia,' I * 
gave orders to the Commander of the Etna; the only 
bomb present, to proceed, as soon as the tide would 
permit that vessel to approach near enough, to bombard 
the enemy's ships. I at the same time ordered the 
Insolent, Cbnflict, and Growler, gun-brigs, to' accom- 
pany her, and directed the Captains of the Valiant, 
Bellona, and Revenge, with the frigate^, to take an ad- 
vanced anchorage as near as possible to the Buoyart 
. shoal, to be in readiness to proceed ' to the attack as 
soon as the water had sufficiently flowed to enable 
them to do so. — At between nine and ten A. M. 
which was much before the flood, was sufliciently 
made to commence effective operations, the fleet ran 
in and came to an anchor about three miles distant 
from the enemy's fortress of Aix ; the three ships be* 
fore mentioned, with the frigates, anchored about a 
mile nearer to the Buoyart, but the bomb and brigs, 
tlid not come to. As the flood tide made, three of 
4he seven ships which had grounded on the Palais^ 
ftlioal, and were the farthest from us, being lightened, 
succeeded in warping oflT, and made for the Charante; 
The two line-of-battle ships, still' at their anchorage 
in the situation before described, took at the same 
time advantage of the flood, and proceeded likewise 
towards that river. Most, if not all of these Ave ships 
now ran aground at th^ mouth of the Charante, and 
¥iete never assailable. These movements of the ene- 
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in^'sftIiips.vrQrenot» a»L sphimfc ta tbe Coart* to lift 
provfoled l^ aay loeam thai I could adopt wiifa the 
siualleat ohance of success, and without hU Mij^/g 
thip« bfripg: put (o tJie most unwaxiantakle perilv and 
Vfb9^ u B^rAdoHral Stopfocd has in his evtdencCt 
oq thcpi^' of the prosecution, most empbalkatty 4e- 
scribed^ *f OuHs would have. been all the ioss,. and the 
eaem^'i aU. ihe advantage." Tha wind, blew dicedly 
Wt so that in the event of our ships being crippled^ 
wbile the flood tide was running, which appealed in- 
eYitable« it. would have . been impossible ^ them * to 
havei wofked'Ott^ or to hainre, retreated to an anchor* 
age out oQ lhie» reach, of the enemy'& sho* and shelli» 
thiEs..ccfnsequencei of which could scarcely have been 
less than* their uUer* destruction..— These serjoii^ impe^ 
dixaents induced, me todelajf. the attack iintil the lal» 
ter pai^ of the flood, in order, to give any ships which 
might be disabled on Iheir approach, a chance, of re« 
turning by means of Ibe tide. — H^d the. wind beeo 
favourable for, sailing both in and out, or even ihQiat- 
ter. only f,. there could. have beeo no doubt, tliat the 
sooner the.enem/s ship$ were attacJced the beUer; 
and I.lhiok (he Court will allow (hat I am completely 
borne, out io' what I have stated, by the seotiroeals 
whiqh it will be proved, vvece.expressed to me by Lord.' 
Cochrane, when he came ou' board, the Caledoma 
aft^rthjeLaetioQ, (hat had.Ii acted upon hi^. signal, and 
sent in. at (hat. time half the fleet, he oalcuJaied upon 
the los^ oC three or four of bis ; Miyasty's Itne^ofrbatile 
ships : and I have moreover to.observe, (hat if» in defi- 
ance of (heobstruetioA of (be otb^ ships of (heenemy, J 
had.sent in aforce.b«^Qre tbe.(hree ships had warped off 
thQ Palais Shoal, it is.aposittve fact (hat it.coiiJd not . 



Hiive adVant^' tb' tfie tftlaek of IbtMtf thk^c!' sliip^, on 
aco<)iml'of the- fiftotfi wzHer. It at»peWrf by ,t1i«"Iog^^ 
bo6k of th\e Iin|terieras«' iKat- at' Mh. SOm^ A. M. shW 
Mfeigjhed, and rati in*, ih'cdrttpisrtiy with the^Etrtabotnl* 
and rgub-BHg. thtf fafct'isj. thai the Etrrtb passed the* 
fafpcYJettse' While atf atichor, abo&t' o«^, arfd'^lhat %h& 
VHsgM thfiattiack sorte'timebcftyrethelmpfefi^stetfriyed' 
up. Halir s(rt fiotir aftlerwstrds' the^ Itnt^effeusd ahd' 
Ifeagftf Ibllo^^t^d" tlfe^ Etrtk; ilnd' gttt^brig»' cattle' in' to 
tife attktt^ and befi^wi leilitfltiuies before dnd seven 
ittintiteir tffler' tWo; a«' wili'bi| «e^ bjr a reference (o 
the b^-book^ iifMn theMabfe; T ordered thd IndefktT* 
gable, Uiffcorn; Aiglef; ^d Emerafd fHga^b, wrih 
tfte VaKant- attd"^ R^vietige; (4nd tte PirflaW a re\^ 
iHinutes hita-) to vvei^-, Ca^atn BRgh, ih& senior 
officer, bbvbg sonte hoitfr* before* receive 'thy di* 
rectk)n!i* fbr His' proceediifg* agftinM th;6 enettfy: The 
im'perieuae opeifed tier fire at' about' tWertty minuter 
after tif o^, thi^ Aigle at' three, and the oiher ships as^ 
soon after as the flOvvinfg' tide permitted: Ifa conse^ 
queiioe of strong Nbrth Eattter}/ winds, the flood tide^ 
continlsed' running' urrtir past' three m the afternooii, 
v^Hchf Lord' Cdi^Htane has not notic'ed in his evi- 
dence; Ih'iny*IeHer of iHc lOtK of May td the Ad- 
ininiKy^. I cWiW ti6tf stgfte these- circamstances so mi- 
rtoteiy as*I-aWrilb^eiiab!ed lo do by a refcretire since 
nftadetdtHe'io^book^. At 4h; 10 miff, P.M. ih^ene*' 
my's ship Calcutta, tbeViirede Varsovie, and'-Aquilorr, 
afn liowr after, wtere taken possession of by tWe boatts* 
of the advttfioed sqaadron,* and set' on fire; as^sooii as* 
the prisonerhP were removed. A shoh time after Le 
Tontoere was-burni by the en^m y. This ship is admitted 
by theevidehceofliord Cochrane, to have been otit'Of 

VOL. VI. 2 K 



3^6 THE BJllTJSH TRIO^KT; 

the reach of our fire ; and it is a notpriout fact> that 
the three-decker and the olher Wo ships that got 
aflitat had been aground at some distance bejond Le 
Tonnere. In this manner the Court will find that the 
fuur ships capable of being attacked at the time the 
signal was made (\f the Tonnere may be so considered, 
of which I doubt), were completely destroyed ; the 
other three of the seven first on shore, never having, 
as 1 have already stated, been in a situation -to be asi* 
sailed rand I venture most positively to assert, that 
the d^truction of those ships would not have been, 
eff^icted, if 1 had not delayed tlie atlacL until the time 
I did* . At the close of the afternoon, 1 judged it ad- 
visable to ,l|jj|^|lipt. to follow up our success, by an. 
attack npum'l^rAve^gl^pn, that had escaped to the 
month i<»f the Cbiiraote,. ii^hich I thought it might be^ 
possible t<^ eQe^fc during the night. I therefore sent 
Kear- Admiral Stopford in the Cxsar. with tlie Theseus 
and the fire-ships, and boats of the fleet, with Mr. 
Congreve's rockets, and gave the Rear^Admiral dis- 
cretional orders to proceed as far as he should judge, 
proper, and fur his applying that force as he should, 
think fit, and according as circumstances should render 
it expedient. Scarcely had the Caesar reached Aix. 
Roads before she grounded, and lay in a very perilous 
situation, exposed also to the point blank shot from the 
batteries. The Rear- Admiral perceiving that nothing 
could be effected by the line»of-battlc ships, all of which 
had grounded (as had also some of the frigates) and that 
they lay in imminent dar;:;er, and satisfied that if 
any thing further could be effected towards the de- 
struction of these ships, it could only be by smaller 
vessels; be therefore very judiciously, before daylight 
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on the 15tb, availed himself of a providential shift 
of wind, which enabled him, when the h'ne-of-batt!e 
ships floated to extricate them from that danger, ami 
to return to Basqae Roads. Captain Biigh, of the 
Valiant, also, on his return, reported to me that it wa!« 
found impracticable to destrby the three-<1ecked ship, 
and others, which were lying at the entrance of the 
Charante, as the former (which was the outer one), 
was protected by three lines of boats placed in ad- 
vance ftotn her. In addition to the incontestible proofv 
already adduced of the impracticability of effecting any 
further destruction of the enemy's fleet, I will advert 
to the high professional character of Rear- Admiral Stop- 
ford, and Captains Beresford, Bligh, and Kerr, who 
cannot for an instant be supposed likely to omit ai>y 
circumstance that could effeiL the object for which 
they were sent by me into Aix Roads ; and I am 
morally certain that they did not withdraw their 
ahips until it was wholly impracticable to annoy 
the enemy farther, or until it appeared to those 
oiiicer«that the destruction of their own ships wou^d b« 
the certain consequence of their longer continuance in 
Aix Road. 

•' Lord Cochrane remained in the Road of Aix during 
the 1:5th and 14lh, accompanied by the Pallas frigate, 
the sloops and gun-brigs, and Etna bomb; but no* 
thing was attempted by the frigates. During the 18th, 
the Etna was employed in throwing shells ; the Whit- 
ing schooner, in firing rockets, and the other small 
vessels firing upon the enemy's ships onshore, when the 
tide permitted them to approach. On the 14th, havipg 
by signal directed the Imperieuse to join me, I ordered 
Captain Wolfe, of the Atgle, to take the command 
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'i[>f'tbe ^^11 Vessels advamed ; )th«8r^ wilh tbetElaa, 
" continued firi«g on lhe»e«€fn)'s 'ships at the entrance 
of Iht^ Charrente, as opportonily ertMdj-diinog.lhc re- 
in aiftder. of the day > but without 4tffiict. On.tlie.l5th 
1 i4is|»alehcd Sir H. 'Neafe ♦to their Ldrdships, inibe 
Imperietxse, with my piiblic leMer ^f the tl4th April, 
grving an account ©f llie service which had been |>ef- 
»fbrtned.*— Trom the I5lh to the 24th, the a«taekton itbe 
>^Iem/5 snips on shore, »; l.Vlpotith of the'GbareiHe, 
was cninlerropted by the bombs (<he Thatidereffiariwig 
^i-tiv^fd'on the 19th) assisted by the small velvets, tra 
Wind and weather permitted; but the enemy hafl, by 
iliroVving over board their guns and stores, girt so'higli - 
up, that' even the gun-brigs anxl other vessels of Kght 
VIraught frequently grounded in then* endearvours 'to trp- 
{^oach, and never could get sUfficieiTtly ncarto prcfdtfce 
any'eff^(H. ' '" 

"' '^' from fhe^4th1o the r^lh April nothfng rtrater?^ 
occurred ; and having received the Admirsflty letter df 
the :2?(T ApUI, sighifying «' that I heir Lordships, con- 
Vrtlcring 'hastate of the enemy's force, iti consequence 
of tfe brilliant success of the fleet under my command, 
so much reduced as to render my further presence unne- 
cessaiy, directed nie to repair to Spithead in the Cale- 
clor.ia.*'' I accordingly completed the arrangements of 
the flf-et, and proceeded in th'eCaledonia to England on 
the "29* h April. Previous to my leaving Basque Roads, 
one of the enemy's fri^jates was sei on fire by themselves 
*> at. the entrance of the Charente; another was observed 
1o' be wrecked further up that river. The number of 
'••hips that escaped without mjury did not, from the 
best inforfnation, exceed one o: two line-of battle 
ships and two frigates ; what may have been the fate of 
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the remainder, I leave to be considered by the Men)- 
bers of this Honourable Court, who are well -qualified 
to judge of the condition of ships which had been so 
long and so repeatedly aground. B/ the foregoing 
narrative, as well as by the log and signal log of the 
Caledonia (to which, as also to ever) correct logofllie 
fleet, I am as desirous to refer as Lord Cochrane may 
be) it will, I conceive, be seqn, (hat I fully meet the 
charge which had been preferred agai|st me, and if the 
impression arising out of this enquiry, should prove less 
favourable 'to Lord Cochrane, than that v^hich may 
have been produced by my letter io the Lord Coram is- 
^sioners of the Admiralty, of the 14th of i^pril, his Lord- 
ship must be sensible, that as the instigator of this 
Court Martial, he will himself have been the cause of 
this change of -sentiment. J have been willing to grant 
(o his Lordship the liillest crf;dit for his personal bravery, 
and for his judicious manner of approaciiing the enemy 
in the Imperieui^e, to which points the commendations 
expressed in my letter of the 14th of April related. 
For in fact, the success of the first part of the enter- 
prise, as I have before observed, arose from' the terror 
excited by the appearance of the fire-ships ; as they 
failed ii> the principal effect they were intended to pro* 
duce, and the blast of the explosion vessel, under his 
Lordship's most immediate direction, did not take place 
by any means so near to the enemy's ships as his Lord- 
ship had projected. The general effect, however, of the 
attack was so successful, that under that impression, I did 
not hesitate to express in my public letter, the degree 
of approbation which is therein marked, passing over 
circumstances not altogether satisfactory to me, and not 
at that time necessary to be brought into public notice* 
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*• The court is DOW in possession of all ihe facts and cir- 
cumstances on whicir I rest my justification, and it re- 
mains to be considered how far ihey are affected by 
the evidence produced on the part of the prosecution. 
I have first to refer to the evidence of (he second in 
command, and to that of the captains of two of (he 
frigates engaged in the attack, viz. Rear Admfral 
Stopford, and captains Rodd and Wolfe. ' These' offi- 
cers, far from-8up|K>rting any part of the charge made 
against me, have distinctly denied there having been 
any neglect, delay, or deficiency in any part of my 
conduct in Basque Roads ; and I am persuaded, that 
had the prosecutor called all the other witnesses fsum* 
nioned on the trial, a corresponding testimony wosid 
have been given him by each of them. I have next 
to refer to the evidence of the log and^signal books of 
(he fleet, on which the charge purports to be ibundec^ 
and I must here beg to call your attention to the very 
unusual circumstance of there being already on your 
fable two log-books of the same ship (namely, the Im- 
ptfrieuse), and materially differing from each other> 
one of them produced by the Master of the Imperieuse 
as the authentic public document of that ship, to the 
accuracy of which he has deposed, and the other ad- 
mitted by his Lordship to be a compilation by himself 
in London, from materials which are not produced to 
the Court. In addition to these circumstances, I have 
to lay* upon your table a third paper, purporting to be 
also a log-book of the Imperieuse, but diflfering from 
the two already before you. This paper was delivered 
to me by Lord Cochra;ie in obedience to my order of 
the 12th of May last, to furnish me with a copy of the 
books of logs and signals of his Majesty's ship Impe** 
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« 

rieuse binder hts command, from the llthtothe 15(h 
of April inclusive, and to this log the Coart will find 
his Lordship's signature. The Court itself having so at- 
tentively inspected the Master's log, I need not poini 
out the alterations evidently made therein, and it can^ 
not fail to observe the variations in the other two logs. 
I must however remark, that among the deviations in 
these papers from the ship's original log, the signal irn* 
mediately in question, which is recorded in the latter to 
have been for '' half the fleet/' stands in both these 
compilations as having been made ibr '* part of th^ 
fleet" only ; and of the two logs received from 
Lord Cochrane, that only produced in Court by biii>* 
self recofdi the circumstance of his having hailed the Ii>- 
defatigable, and proposed to her a joint attack upon 
the enemy's ship Ocean ; and 1 cannot help here re- 
minding the Court of the application made by the Masu 
ter of the Imperieuse for access to the Indefatigable^ 
log. I beg leave to submit, whether documents form- 
ed some time after the events ,they record took place, 
and so contrary to the practice of the navy, can be 
deemed auihenttc, or oaght to be referred to, as, or in 
support of, evidence before this Court. I have no doubt 
the signal made by Lord Cochrane, on the morning of 
the 12(h of April, which forms a part of the charge 
against roe, will, combined with other subsequent sig- 
nals, appear (o the Court Unprecedented and improper:, 
of this his Lordship seems now to be aware, from the 
manner in vyhich he has expressed himself in his evi** 
dence, and that there may be no doubt of the signal 
book of the Caledonia, I OKist again call before you 
the signal officer, to shew, that the signal on the 13th 
April, ^aid to have been observed by the Imperieuse^ 
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was never xnadie by the Caledonia, and also thai the 
signal of the 1 4tb, recorded in the Caledonia's log as 
niadr by the Impericase '' that if permitted to remain 
can destroy the enemy" is denied by Lord Cochrane 
ever to have been made. 

" I have yet to call the .attention of the Court to the 
plan drawn by Lord Cochrane of the position of the 
enemy's ships> as they lay agronnd on the morning of 
4he I'ith of April, and to that position marked upon 
the charts veiified by Mr. Stokes, the former laid 
dovrn from uncertain data, the hiier from angles mea- 
sured, and other observations made upon the spot. The 
diflference betv^een the two is loo apparent to escape 
the notice of the Court, and the respective merits of 
these charts will not, I think, admit of a comparison. 
The accuracy attributed by Lord Cochrane to the 
French charts will, I doubt noti seem very extraordi- 
nary, after it shall be shewn in evidence that his Lord- 
ship has expressed a very opposite opinion. 

" It now only remains for me to examine in what 
manner Lord Cochrane has attempted by his unsupport- 
ed opinion to maintain the charge. This is to be col- 
lected from the long narrative evidence given by his 
Lordship. It cannot, I am sure, be deemed necessary for 
me, to follow him through the whole of his evideiu:e« 
In the course of his evidence. Lord Cochrane,' alluding 
to the danger which would attend bis going to at- 
tack the ships at the mouth of the Charenle, sa)s, 
speaking of himself, " A heavy, a very heavy responsibi- 
lity would lie upon my shoulders in case of disasters, 
which in military operations are sometimes unavoidable ; 
a I had had my cable shot away, for instance, I might 
bave been sunkj" yeU whilst on the one band his Lord-^ 

t 
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jihip •eems'to havei>een>so sens ible'Of the weight of the 
-reapoosHMlity imposed i6piMi iiimteif by .the roovn maud of 
n frigatei and ^ few .saioll vieksels, ^e appears on the 
other to have been unnindful fof the far heftvij^r degree 
•of fesponsibitity attached to m-y ^coeamoind, during so 
xxHnplioated an imdettakjng. in alloding to rthe dan* 
gers, of which I must take this opportunity U) mention, 
'five fuftnaees for*he«(ing«hot, whtch Lord .Cochrane re- 
•ported k> me, having himself discovered when he went 
"in to recoilnoitre theoi, previous to the attack*— Lotd 
CoCliT^'^ states, that 74 gun-shfps may go into an -inner 
anchorage belweei'. Ihe Buoyart Shoal and the l^aJais 
at any time Of tide. HeastJert* also that the tide fises 
only from ten to twelve feet, By *hc French xhactf 
which he has prcldtfced toconffirih his depeirhion, 4t«)i« 
pears that there is a barik 'to 'paSsover befmie ^hipsioati 
get into that anchorage with from ei^rhleeti 1o tiwsntjf 
feeft at low watier. But by ihe charts of fhfe ^^iXsft 4X 
the fleet and the Master of the 'Caledonia, who i^dunded 
upon the bank, it appears that tbere Is only from fif- 
teen to nineteen feet, and the bank full of knowls. Un- 
der these cir< umstan'ces, if Lord Cochrane's opinion 
be correct, relafix^i to the ri*Je and fall of the tide, no 
man in his seh^es woul^l vnenltire a 74 over it, even fti 
the smoothest water, Sit'less ihali two-fourfhs 'flood ; and 
therdbrte as to the refuge t'hat this anchorage would af- 
ford a crippled ship, how 'trftle would the probabrlPfy 
'be that the opporluniiy df bofh tide and wmd should 
offer for a crippled ship, at the moment in ifv'hich it was 
most wanted, to pass over the batik and g^ettntt of the 
reach 6T the irafteries ; bdt if I had even previoosJy 
"kiiown As much of this inner anchorage as 1 now 'do, 
Iwould not, as 'the wrnrd was at the time, hatt d'^iw^ 
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etheswise than I did, and if Lord Cochrane really knevr, 
what lie professed to know when be was tn Aix Roads^ 
it was a duly imperida^ly incumbent upon him to have 
communicated that information on the afternoon of the 
}2(h^ to the Captains of the Hne-of-battle ships which 
he saw in so dangerous a situation, aground within point 
blank range of the batteries. 

^ Lord Cochrane has expressed an opinion, that two 
^r three sail of the line sent in on the moriting of the 
J^lh, might, by runtnng up on the verge of the Buoj- 
art shoalf have passed to leeward of the two Frencli- 
ships remaining at anchor. This I decfare to have 
been absolutel)- impracticable, as* well from the raking 
fire of the two ships afloat, and of the upright one on 
^ore, in oar approach, and the fire of th'b batteries, as 
from the shoal water close under their lee. The testi- 
mony of Captain Rodd, the only witness examined on 
this point on the part of the proseculion, corro5oransr 
fny opinion, which I have ho doubt will be fully sup« 
.ported by the evidence of other competent witnesses 
.1 propose calling. 

"With respect to ihe force of the Aix batteries, I ap* 
prehended what appeared to Lord Cochrane and to (he 
Master of his ship, as ruins of the fort, were io fact 
materials for improving or increasing the works. In- 
deed can, it be natural to suppose that the enemy, who 
are so actii'e in forming batteries wherever they can be 
useful, and whose engineers are considered to be equal 
to any, would of all movements cause the diftmantling 
or blowing up of works, when they expected those works 
^Ould be most regarded, for it is very certain the ene- 
my was as fully apprized of our intentions of attacking 
(heir fleet, as myself; and it will perhaps be considered 
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less likely Ihat the eneipy should venture their defences 
on the Isle of d^Aix,. raised evidently for the protection 
of their fleet, wjien ^1 the same time they were endea* 
voaring to form others on the Buoy art shoal as a furtlier 
protection for it. Relative to the service that had 
i)een performed, and what mi({ht possibly still be first 
attempted towards the destruction of the enemy's ships. 
Lord Cochrane states a conversation to have passed be- 
tween bis Lordship and myself, on his return, from Aix 
Boads, in which he represents me to have said " that 
if he threw blame, it would appear like arrogantly 
claijming all the merit to myself/' 1 however trust the 
Court will not conceive, that the expression of blamr, 
has any allusion to my conduct, for as I have before 
said. Lord Cochrane never expressed one syllable^ 
from which I could form the most faint idea that he felt 
disappointeed at any thing resting with me. His 
Lordship's allusion had reference only to the senior of* 
ficers who acted with him in Aix Koads, upon whom 
he generalfy cast blame, without giving the smallest in- 
timation, either by word ormanner, that in his expressions 
of dissatisfaction he included his commander in chief* 
By the manner in which Lord Cochrane has expressed 
himself, it might, perhaps, be concluded that I had been 
desirous he should bear my dispatches to England, and 
afler the caution he represents me to have given him> 
it might, if I had allowed this statement to pass uncon- 
tradicted, be supposed by some that I proposed this as 
^n inducement to secure Lord Cochrane's silence; 
whereas, when his Lordship recals the circumstances to 
his mind, *it will, I am sure, lead him to acknowlecjge 
that so far from pressing this service upon him, Tin the , 
ficit Instance gave him to understand that Sir H. Naile« 
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gt wHicH'Lord Cocbrane; I positively declare, expmsted' 
evident markfof dissatisftcftlov) ; sihd it' certainly wil)' 
appeartd' every reflecting mind« that' my sendifig his 
Lordship to Crlgland ^itb orders to go to the Admiralty, 
betrayed no desire of conc$ealiiient or apprehension of 
any representation iLord Cochrane might make of my 
conduct. Upon a general' review of the evidence' <^ 
£ord Cochrane, it willappear that his £«ord'ship Hat 
fbunded'bis statement on the narrative Ipg, obifipil^ 
since his return to Engtand, on the' French chart, and' 
on the position in which is placed in bis own chart, the 
enemy's several' ships, ^hich remained at the anchorage 
on the morning of the 12th* When it is considered liofV 
ffSsentially this log difR;r^ fVokn the ship's log, and both 
of them ftoai the document Lord Cochrane has fbr- 
nisHed me with, I conceive not mach credit can be 
given to either. With regard to the reliance to be 
placed on the French dtarf, I have already observ^d^ 
that Lord Cochrane, declared before the attatk, that it 
was incorrect. With respect to the position of' the 
enenry's ships in the morning of the 12th"Aprlh after 
dispersion, it is so widely different from that in* which' 
they are placed in the chart which has been delivered 
in by the MaMer of the fleet, that it is hardly to be sup- 
posed they refate tb the same transaction. And it is 
very fair Ifere to remark ther fact aclcnowtedged by Lotd 
Cochrane in his* evidence, that he erred' no less than 
f«ur points of the compass in* the report he mad^ to me 
before the 'attack; of the direciion* irr which tlfe* French 
flleet' was mobred,' in two lines from the Fort of Isle 
de Aixi Lord Cbt^raAe has fbought fit to* represent 
tbiit'lbe enemy V three* groanded shipi^ which escaped 
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from off the shoal of ihe Pallais, were lying so near to- 
gether at to give two of them, which he states to be 
keeling inwards, the appearance of their n)asts and' 
yards locked, this descriptiop of them is certainly well' 
calculated to make a strong impres^on of their defence- 
less slate, bat whatever may have been their 'appear- 
anoe to hit Lgrdship, such is not the fact, for in rea- 
lity they were lying perfecj^ly leparale and clear of each 
other, as is shewn by the aforesaid mentioned charts 
produced by fhe Master of the Caledonia, as will aNd 
be proved by evidence. Whatever their situation might 
have been with respect to proximity, I must here 
repeat they could never have been approached by oor 
ships within- the reach of our shot, as Lord Cochrane has 
allowed in regard to the Tonnere, whieh was nearer to 
our attacking force than either of the three ships in 
question. It now only remains for me to request the 
attention ol the Court to some conclusions^ which I 
think may be drawn from the whole of the statemeiit 
I have submitted to the consideration of you. Sir, and 
the rest of the Members of this Honourable Court, ^ 
and by which, with the additional evidence I have to 
adduce, it will I flatter myself distinctly appear, 1st. 
That duriog the time of this service, the most unwea- 
ried attention was applied by me to its main object, 
the destruction of the enemy's fleet. 2d. That in no 
part of the service was more zeal and exertion shown 
tiian during the whole of the 12th of April, when I 
had necessarily in view two objects, the destruction of 
the anem/s fleet, and also the preservation of that un- 
der my command ; for the extreme difficulties in ap- 
proaching an enemy closely surrounded by shoals, and 
strongly defended by batteries, rendered caution in m^ 
▼oiA vf. 2 p 
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proceedings pecQl»r]y necessary. 9d. Titat ihreeont ^ 
the seven of the enemy's ships agrmind on the ^etWm, 
Kvere^frdm their first being on fhore (olsKy oot of the 
itach of flheiguns of any ^ips of iSie fleet chat fni^ht 
liav!ebeen sent.'tn, and that at noHime whatever^ eirber 
aooner or later, coiild ihey hav^ 'been attacked. 4fth. 
T^at the^h^ ibiir of the eleven ships, of ivbich Ihte 
^nemy't tflee;t .coniisied» were never in a siHiation fa 
be assailed after -the five ships had failed in their object. 
These ate the poitits on iw'hich 1 rest fny justifioatmi, 
tiflsling that it will :lippearito the County iipon their re- 
^ew of fflky Ivhole case, that I did take the most effec- 
tual neaiiures for destroyii^ the enem/s fleet ; that nei* 
tfaer -m^lect hor-pniiecessajy delay took pbce«in t|he exe- 
mption ofrthis servite, on ^he contt&ry, that it was-owing 
to the time chosen ^by me, for sendirig a force in to make 
tiie attack, that the service was accomplished with so 
^lyJneonskierable a loss. Had I pursued any of themea- 
snreaTdeemed practicable and prdpier 'in *ihe jtHlgment 
of Loid Cocbnane, I am firmly persaaded the tao 
cess attending this atchievement, would have "proved 
more dearly boaght than any yet recorded <in ourhavdl 
am&Uf and far from accomplishing 'the 'wishes' of my 
oQuntry, or the expectation;i of'the Adniirahy, rnusl 
bave disappointed both, if sooh too were the* fbun'da- 
lion of his ■Lol'dship's prospects, it is just'they shodtf 
vanish before the superior considerations aHending « 
Service' in valuing the nsval character, and most im- 
l^rtant interests^ of the nation. I condlfde'by dbserv- 
tng, 'that the service actually perfbrmtd has^ been of 
great importanoe, as well in- its inmediate'dTects, as in 
its ultimaie conseqaence/for UicBrest fleet is s6< reduced 
'«s to^benoJongefvifiiMtive. IVwdii tpon^bis Aeettfae 
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cnemjr rested for Ib^ succour and protecUon of ihipt 
West India colonies, and the destruction of their ships 
was efi^led ii^ their own harbour* in sigfit of tbqusands 
of the French ; and I ooogratulaled myself and my counr 
try* tb^t this iipporti^nt ser.vice h^s been effected* uiufef 
Providence* with the 1qs$ of 10 men killed* 35 wounded, 
9nd 1 missing* and not even one of the smallest) of any 
vessel employed, b^s l^een disabled from proceeding on 
^ny service that might h^ve become nec^s&sry; Th^ 
extent of dilHcultles* a|i^ prf»«pect of danger in this evf- 
terprize were extreip^, and th^ gallanlry and*det(ermio(^ 
spirit of those engaged most conspicuous- The^ ip^ 
nt-s and thos^ diifipubies ought not to be deprecia^* oh 
account of th^ incoi^&iderable Iqss gustained 9n Ibe o^ 
oasjpjn. I by no- meajis s^ek to arrogjite to myself any 
meri|. by t,he&^^ obsf^^r^faXions ;■ but I make tjhem as % tiir 
buie of prais« due. to U*P Zfsalpus services oF the brav^B 
officers and men under my command, and with a vi^vfr 
of pointing oat hpvJA^y they ar« eutinled tathegra« 
tittide of their country." 

A very long examination' of witnesses en^iied^ 
the result of which was* generally, that Lord Gambier 
had not been guilty of eitjjier neglect ox delay liji the 
execution of his duty* either at t^e time of* qr prior t^ 
the attack upon tlie et\emy in Aix'Roads. 

On the eighth day of the Uy^}^ Lord Gapb^er pre- 
utsMUid $i paper totheC:mrt»as^I«wS'tfr>r ' • . 

^' Mr. President* arrivied ft (he de^c^ineiiOB Q(f $xjf 
defence* it remains for me to express my acknowledge* 
<ments to fhitB honourable Court for the patient attentioor 
with whicli it has honoured roe. The space of time 
compreheifded k\ (be cb»rge, and more pavticuiarly the 
priacipal (I might say |he only) witness on th« part of 

2^ 2 
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'the prosecatioh/ have led pae info A detail more diffd^Mf 
'and extensive than I could have apprehended. 

" When I first entered this Court, it was with a mind 
•perfectly at rest as to the issue of my trial, confident of 
having exerted roysdf to the utmost for the honour and 
-advantage of my iiing and country. The result oT 
this proceeding has confirmed me in this* state of mind. 

** I now retire, committing to your protection my 
'professional reputation and my honour, with full persna- 
sion that I shall receive at' your hands ample retriba- 
tfons for the aspersions on my character which have 
led lis to this* enquiry I** 

' The Court then acquainted Lord Gambterr that hit 
Lordship might take until to-morrow to consider wbe* 
iher he should offer any further evidence. His Lord- 
ishtp made his acknowltdgemenis for the iodulgeocei 
'and the Court adjourned till Fridayi the 4th of Au* 
gust. 

" At 10 o'clock on Friday morning (the ninth day of 
the trial) the Court met, when the President, Sir Ro- 
ger Curtis, Barf, stated his havirg received a Letter 
from Lord Cochrane, purpotinghis wish to be examined 
on Several points, particularly relating to the conversa* 
tion with Lord Gambier after the action. The Court 
did not think proper to acceed to. his wish of being ex- 
amined^ but agreed that (he letter which he had writteR 
to the President^ should be entered on the roinates, 
which was donci and is as follows :— 

*'Jugtift 14, 1809. 
'^ Sir—Having learnt from my brother officer^, a re- 
port has gone abroad, that I censured, in general terms, 
^he conduct of the officers employed in the Road of 
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Arx, on the 12th of Aprils I wish to have an opporta* 
niiy tp declare the truth, on oath, considering reports of 
Ihat nature highly injurious to the service of our coun- 
try. I am also desirous to lay before the Court the or- 
ders given to the fire-ships for their guidance^ as these 
will tend to elucidate and clear some of those who con- 
sider that blame has been^imputed to them. 

" I have the honour to be, &c*. 

" Cochrane.'* 

" Jdmind Sir Roger Curtis, Tresuient** 

The Co\irt was then cleared, and, after the re-adrois- 
sion of strangers, the following sentence was pro* 
nounced : — 

'* The Court agreed that the charge ' that Admiral 
the Right Honourable Lord Gambier> on the 12lh of 
April, the enemy's ships being then on fke, and the 
signal having been made that they could be destroyed^ 
did, for a considerable time, neglect or delay taking ef« 
fectual measures for der^troying them,' had not been 
proved against the said Right Hon. Lord Gambler; 
but that his Lordship's conduct on that occasion, a» 
well as his general conduct and proceedings, as com* 
inander in chief of the channel fleet em ploy etl in Ba<(qiie 
Roads, between ihe said 17(h day of March and the 
29fh day of April, 1809, was marked by zeal, judgment, 
and ability, and an anxiou:$ attention to the welfare of 
his Majesty's service ; and did adjudge him to be 
MOST honourably ACQurTT£D; and the said Ad* 
jniral, (he Right Hon. Lord Garobier, is hereby most 
honourably acquitted accordingly." 

Sir Roge Curtis then desired Lord Gambler's sword 
to be handed to him, which he returned to his Lortf* 
ship with the following address :— 

2 F 3 
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*' Admiral Lord Gambier, I have peculiar pleasure 
in reciting the command of the Court to return you 
your sword, in the fullest conviction that» as you have 
hitherto done, you will on all future occasions, u<;e k 
tor the honour and advantage of your country, and to 
your own personal honour. Having so far obeyed the 
command of the Court, I beg you will permit me, in 
my individual capacity, to express to you the high gra* 
tification I liave updn this occasion." 

Lord Gambier answered :— 

" 1 cannot sufficiently express the sense I feel of the 
the indulgence of the Court, and 1 beg to return thanks 
to you. Sir, for the obliging manner in which you have 
conveyed the sense of the Court,*' 

; Preparations of a hostile nature having long been go- 
ing forward, both in France and Austria, war at length 
broke out between those powers. A series of battles 
took place, in most of which the French were decidedly 
victorious, and to crown the success of the campaign, 
fiuonaparle, after a short and ineffectual resistance, en- 
tered Vienna, the capital of the Austrian Empire, on 
the l2lh of May. After several weeks of inaction 
tetween the main French and Austrian armies, on the 
banLs of tlie Danube, two sanguinary battles were 
fought, on the 5th and 6lh of Jutie, which terminated 
in the retreat of the Archduke Charles to the Bohe- 
mian frontier. It was at first believed, that his retreat 
liad been effected in good order, that the French 
had suffered, at least equally, and tl)at from the loss 
Which the enemy had sustained, they were unable to 
pursue. On the lOlh of the month, however, the rcaf 
of tb.e Austrian army was overtaken, and in the. midst 
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of an engagement which ensued on ihe 1 lib, .Prince 
John of Lichlenslein, arrived at the oiil-posts of the 
French army with proposals for an armistice. Baona* 
parte immediateiy ordered the firing lo cease, and on the 
following morning, a suspension of arms, for a month, 
with fifteen days notice of the iQtended recommence* 
ment of hostilities, was agreed to. 

With the v!ew of forming an iraporlanf diversion in 
favour of Austria, of harassing the enemy upon his own 
shores, and of atchieving a conquest that might be ser- 
viceable to Britain, an expedition of immense magni- 
tude was fitted out. Of this expedition, which sailed 
from the Downs, in four divisions, on the 27lh of July, 
the Earl of Chatham was the military commander in 
chief, and Sir'Eichard Keats and Sir Richard Strachan 
the naval commanders. The number o| troops, sea- 
men, and marines, employed on this occasion, was about 
80,000. 

It will be. seen by the following statement, that the 
expedition was, in the first instance, originally destined 
to act again<tt the islands of Walcheren and Cadsand, 
at the mouih of the Schelt, the ports of which, since 
Buonaparte lias annexed Walcheren to France, have 
been the chief nursery.of the French navy: — 

** The operations will commence by landing the nu- 
merous gun-boats on board the fleet, sillier in the West 
Puf, at the entrance of the Scheft, or Siuys Roads, com- 
prehending the coast of Cadsand (according as the wea* 
ther may prove), where the men of war are to anchor. 
The immediate intention is to embark on board the 
boats the troops destined for the main attack of the is- 
land of Walcheren, in the West Put, and most judicT* 
ous> precautions have been projected to prevent the 
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enemy's gun-boats from annojing them. The first at- 
tack, however^ will be made upon Cadsand, and South 
Beveland wjll immediately afler be assailed. The pos- 
session of the former being necessary to the future oper- 
ations, it is to be attacked by the whole of a strong 
brigade, led on by Ihe gallant Marquis of Huntly, and 
this brigade, if necessary, is to be joined by another, 
as nearly the v\ho!e of the brigades of the right wing 
will at this juncture be in Wieiing Channel. Schowen, 
Dayveland, and North Beveland, will at the same time 
be attacked; and in this enterprize the brigade of 
guards will be employed. In the van squadron will 
be embarked the brigade of General Hope, which is 
destined either for Dombnrgh,or the Veer Gat, as cir- 
cum«itances may deem expedient ; and the brigade Will 
also have a view to the service of Tengoes, on South 
Beveland. One of the brigades is to be held in readi- 
ness to land below the Nolle battery, m the event of 
the enemy's sending great force to Zoulhland to repel 
our force, by which means his retreat to Flushing may 
be cut otf. The principal attack upon the island of Wal- 
cheren is. to be made by the Portsmouth division, com- 
manded by General Coote, and a brigade is to be a!« 
loled for a service of demonstration. The rowing boats 
to a great amount are to precede the flat boats, and 
when they are within reach of grape from the shore, 
they are to open upon the enemy, drawing off in equal 
divisions to the right and left, making room for the 
flat boats to push in, and covering ihem, till the /ield- 
artillery h ready to move forward. The bombs to take 
certain stations, and to be ready to commence a bomb- 
bardment when directed.** 

The most material deviation from the above plan 
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ivas, Ihat the island of Cadsahd was not attacked^ a 
circumstance which enabled the enemy to derive consi- 
derable reinforcements from thence, and thus to protract 
thesurretider of Middleburgh and Flushing. 

An idea of the preliminary operations of the expedi*- 
Iton, may best be formed by perusing the following ex* 
tracts of letters from ' Sir Kichard Strachan and Lord 
Chatham. The first from Sir Richard Strachan, dated on 
board the Venerable, oflf the Veer Gat/ is as follows:-— 

« Sir— Yoa have been already acquainted that I had 
hoisted my flag in the Amethyst, and that it was my in* 
tention to have preceded the expedition, in company 
with the Venerable, on board which ship Lord Chat- 
ham had embarked ; but finding the public service 
might suffer from the commanders in chief being sepa- 
rated, I therefore shifted to the Venerable, and sailed 
from the Downs at day-light on the 28lh ult.— 1 have 
now to acquaint you, for their Lordships information, 
of my arrival on the evening of that day in the Stope 
Deeps, with the Amethyst and several smaller ves- 
sels, where J was joined by the Fisgard, Caplain Bol- 
ton, who had with great judgment placed ves<;cls 
the various shoals off this coast. After dusk, Lieu- 
tenant Groves of this ship, with some skilful pilots in 
deal boats, were dispached to sound' the Roompot 
channel, and to station vessels at its entrance.— ^Earty 
next morning, the division of Lieutenant-General Sit 
John Hope, conducted by Captain Bathurst in the Sal- 
sette, joined me, as did also Rear Admiral Sir Richard 
Keates, iix the Superb. This zealous officer had the com- 
mand of the blockading squadron^ off the entrance of 
the Schelt, but observing the armament pass, he, with 
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bisusoal prompiitude> ie(^ the squadron onder the or^ 
dersofLord Gardner, and returned the. charge of Sir 
John Hope's division ; I therefore, directed the Re^r- 
Admiral to shift his flag^ to the S'alsette, and to proceed 
lb the RoompoL — The entrance to that ohannel is ver j 
narrow, and as I was aware of Sir Home Popham'a 
local knowJedge of the insular nsivigation before me, I 
entrusted to that officer the service of leading Sic 
Hicbard Keais's divisiott in, an4 which be did wii|i 
great skill in the Sabrina, Captain Kittoe .^ the whole 
vrere anchored in safety, opposile Zeerickzee, situated 
between the islands of Schowen and Nbrlh Beveland^ 
—That afternoon Rear-Admiral Otway, with the left 
wing of the atmy,. under Sir Eyre Coote, joined me in 
the Stope £>eeps, but it blew too fresh to have any 
communication. 

''On the morning of the dOth, Sir Home Popbam 
returned with a letter from Sir Richard K.eates^ ac- 
quainting me that the division, under his charge were afl 
safely anchored ; and I was likewise informed thai 
there was sufficient space io the Roompoi to contain 
all the ships, to which anchorage Sir Home Pombam 
undertook to conduct them ; and as it blew fresh, with 
all the appearance of an approaching gale, the squadron 
was instantly got under sail, and led in by the Vene- 
rable, when they all came to in safety of!* the Veer 
"Gati — As soon as the ships, were secured, measures 
were instantly taken to prepare to land ihV army oni iKia 
Island of Walcheren. I did not wait for (be gun^boati 
coming, but ordered those who happened to be near the 
Venerable, together with the mortar brigs, to push in 
shore to cover the landing, and to force the Derhaak 
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JBaUery.— At half- past four the boats pot off under the 
direction of Lord Amelius Beauclerc, of the Roj^sl Oak, 
iind Captain Cockburn, of(he.BeIIeis]e> and the troopt 
were landed in excellent order without opposition ; the 
firing from the mortar and gun-vessels iiaving driven thd' 
enemy completely from the I>erhiia|^ -Battery. 

'' Having thus accomplished thistirst object, I lost no 
lime in directing Iberbooibs and gun-vesseU to proceed 
up the Veer Gat, oflT'Cainvere, and- having given Sic 
Hofoe Popharo, who at the request of Lord Chatham 
had remained onshore withbis Lordship, permission 16 
employ Hiem as the service might require^ he the ttestt 
morning began to cannonade Camvere, which had been 
summoned, but held out^ The fire <of the «gun4}oat« 
was exceedingly well 'directed, and did much damage 
to the town. The ofBcers and crews engaged in that 
service, had a great claim to my admiration for thehr 
conduct. Three of our gon-boats were .sunk. In the 
slftemoon it 'blew fresh, and as the sireogth of the tide 
prevented the 'bombs- from acting, I directed the 6otiIia 
fo rfell back, rpreserviag a: menacing position. At night. 
Captain Richard of the Caesar, who was in the ]>>lLe 
onshore, threw some ^rocket sat the nearest battery of 
Camvere, and soon after.tbe Commanding officer of the 
town sent out en offer to surrender. The army 
ihidfr <Sir John Hope landed at South Beveland 
•n the I St of this month, and by a letter from Sir 
Richard iKeates, of yesterday's date, I find the whole 
of the Island is in our^possession : the enemy's ships ar^) 
aUabove/Lillo, and those most advanced,- as high up 
as .Antwerp. We- are getting our flotilla through the 
Slough: tnio the 'Western Scheldt (o present succqum 
beiol; thrown ifttO:£ksliingi)y the Canal of.GUeoi." 
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The succeeding extract, dated Head Quarters, Mid- 
dleburgh, August 2, is from the Earl of Cbalhain, adi» 
dressed to Lord Casllereagh >^ 

*' My Lord, 

'* 1 have the honour of acquainting your Lordship, 
that having sailed from th& Downs early in the morning 
of ihe 2Stfa ult. with Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Strachan, 
Hi his Majesty's ship Venerable,! we arrived in the even- 
ing, and anchored in East Capelle Roads, and were 
joined on the following morning by the division of the 
army under Lieutenant- General Sir John Hope. It 
blew in the course of that day a fresh gale from the 
westward, which created a heavy swell, and the small 
craft being much escposed, it was dete«roined>to seek 
shelter for them in the anchorage of the Roompot, 
where Lieutenant General Sir John Hope's division was 
also directed to proceed, in order to possess such points 
as might be necessary to secure the anchorage ; as well 
as with a view to future operations up the E^st Scheldt. 
The left wing of the army under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Eyre Coote, particularly destined for the operation 
against Walcheren, arrived on the li9th and rooming of 
the 30th, bat the wind continuing to blow fr^h from 
the westward, and occasioning a great surf on the beach, 
both on the side of Zoutland, as well as near Domburg, 
h became expedient, in order to effect a landing, to 
carry the whole fleet through the narrow and difficult 
passage into Veer Gat, hitherto considered impracli- 
cabjc for large ships, which being successfully accom- 
plished, and the necessary preparations for debarkation 
being completed, I have the satisfaction of acquainting 
your Lordship, that the. troops landed on the Bfce 



• R, UEGISTER or NAVAL ACTIONS. 349 

Sand, aboul a mile to the westward of Fort der Flaak, 
without oj>posilion, when a position was taken np for 
the nijT,hl on the Sand Hills, with East Capelle in 
front. Lieutenant-General Fraser was detached imme- 
diately to the left against Fort der Haak and Ter Vere, 
tiie former of which on his approach wa^ Evacuated by 
the enemy, but the town of Vere, which was strong in 
lis defences, and had a garrison of about ^0 men, held 
out i)\\ yesterday morning, notwithstanding the heavy 
and well-directed fire of the bomb-vessels and gun-boats 
daring the preceding day, and until the place was closely 
invested. — Early on the morning of the 31st, a Depu- 
tation from Middleburgh, from whence the garrison had 
been withdrawn into Flushing, having* arrived in cattip^ 
terms of capitulation were agreed upon, copies of 
which I have the honour herewith to enclose, as well 
as that of the garrison of Ter Vere; and thedivisions of 
the army, under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Lord Paget, and Major- General Graham, moved for* 
ward, and look up a position with the right to MaNs* 
kirke, the centre at Gryperskirke, and left to St.Lau* 
rens. On the mprning of the 1st instant, the troops ad- 
vanced to the investment of Flushing, which operation 
was warmly contested by the enemy. In this move- 
ment he was driven by Major- General Graham's divi- 
sion on the right, from the batteries of the Dykeshook, 
the Vygeser, and the Nole, while Brigadier-General 
Houston's brigade forced the enemy posted op the road 
from Middleburgh to retire, with the loss of four guns 
and many killed and wounded. Lieutenant-General 
Lord Paget's division also drove in the posts of the 
ciiemy, and took up his position at West Zouberg. 
'* I cannot qonclodc without expressing in ik^ 
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strongest terms, my admiratiof> of (he distinguished 
abihiy with which |he fleet wd% conducted through 
the passage into the Vei^e Gat, nor can the advanta<^es 
resuhing from the success ofthis operation lye too highly 
estimated, as by it wre were not only enabled to effect 
a disembarkation, ' which, inabe then state of the wind, 
was impracticable in any other quarter, but also that 
the eneroyj probably relying on the difficulty of the 
navigation, was less^ prepared for resistance. I ftiust 
also warmly acknowledge the great assistance the ser* 
rice has derived from . the zealous exertions of the 
officers of the navy, and of the seamen employed in 
draVing a considerable proportion of the artillery 
through ^ heavy sand, and, without whose aid, the 
advance of the army must necessarily have been sos- 
j)ended^ the strength of the tide rendering the landing 
of the horses for a time extremely difficult." 

About (he same time as the above, the reserve of 
the army effected its landing on South Beveland, and a 
detachment occupied the town of Goes. 

The following are the articles of capitulation, agree- 
, ably to which the town of Middleburgh surrendered :— 

Art. I. Security to be granted to every person, pub- 
lic Functionaries, private persons, citizens, and inha- 
bilantSj^ whatever their political opinions may have been- 
or now are. — Answer. Granted, provided they con- 
duct themselves as peaceable Citizens, and oonform to 
such regufatibns as will be herqafter established by the 
authority of the British Government. 

Art. It. Protection to all property without excep- 
tion whatsoever. — Answer. Granted, as far as relates 
io private property ; ail publia properly is to be 
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counted for to, such Commissioner:; as will be named 
by the General commanding his Britannic Majest/s 
forces. 

Art. III. The armed citizens or other inhabitants 
who may have taken up arms, or done military duty 
to mainfain poblic tranquility, to be protected in their 
pcritons and property, and permitted to return to their 
dwellings.^ Answer. Gfanted, upon condition that their 
arms are given to such persons. as will be duly authorised 
to receive them. 

Art. IV. Public Functionaries and their families to 
be permitted, if they desire it» to return to any other 
part of the Kingdom of Holland. 

Art. V. Inhabitants who are absent from their houses, 
to be permitted to reluin with their property. — Answer, 
Granted^ subject to tha restriction specified in the first 
Article. 

Art. VI. The troops iij^be quartered in barracks.—- 
Answer. This must be determined according to cir- 
cumstances ; but every care will be taken to render the 
quartering as 'little burdensome to the inhabitants As 
possible. 

Art. VII. Should any misanderitandiiig take plat« 
relating to the foregoing Articles, they will be ex* 
plained in favour of the town and inhabitants. — ^An- 
swer. Granted. 

Vlll. The above Article to be also extended to all 
parts of this department which may not have obtained 
equally favourable terms.— Answer. This Article to 
apply in the present instance to the town of Middte- 
bafgh alone, but ho difficulty will be made to gtatiC 
the same advantageous terms to any town that will sur- 
render in like manner without opposition* 

2^m 2 






354 iTHE ifmitiSH '^%nxni 



.1--. 



riftofi, ts It wan previoasYy seKfed, at dne P.M. off tfie 
13th» and the fire was retarned with great Tfgoor bjr 
the enemj. 

'* The bombs and gun-ve9seYs under the direction of 
Captain Cockburh, of the Belleisfe/ were most jodi- 
dou^lj placed at the south-east eiid of Ihe tiwan 9 and 
io the fOtttfKwesty' Captain Owen, of thjD Clj^. \iw4s 
with equal skill and jedgnient^ placed IIm baarii aad 
Other vessek ander bis orders. I bad flMcU sathfeclkui 
hi witnessing the fire that was kept «p bj ike stpsadroiia 
•ndei* the command of these two oiBBoers; »iid the |»#i; 
eion with which the sheUs were tbffow»frem SMe boMba* 

Unfbrtuitaleljrt the' wind was too ^soant'ioalibv »ia. Ha 
weigh when the batteries opened* boi it protntg mnm 
ikvoorable the following dajr» 1 immediately pel tbsl 
mtention into exectttion« and at ten in Ibe ^lenoon of 
the t4th« proceeded wkh the ships abeady mned, 
towards Ffu^bingf meaning to pass to a more sioirre- 
fiient andiorage for pfacing the squadron agatust it, 
when sncb a measure should appear lo be ne^easary. 

^ TWs squadvcm was led in by the $»• Deeyinge^ 
bearing my flag, and I was followed by ihe Bbke^ 
with the flag of Rear»Admirai Lord Oardnef ; the 
bther ships adrunced in succession. Soon a#er we bad 
cqpened oar fire; the wind came more so«fberly, and 
the St. Domingo grounded inside of fbe Dog Send. 
X<ord Gardner, not knoviing our sttuation passed kistde 
.flif us, by whi6h tbe Bbike also grounded. Tbe otiier 
ahips were imasedtateljr dffeeted |a baot oC ind ancbet 
as previously intended. 

** After being some time in this situation^ during 
wbich the enemy's ffre stackened/ ^ tbti active and 
xealous exertions of Captai« Oi|e», of d»e 6lyde; who* 
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«i«i^-to ^r assktttffioe, «id anckDred close <atHe SK 

Domingo ; she Was got off, and soon after I bad the 

satisfaction of sedtig the Blake a)soafloat» and come to 

anchor with the rest of the squadroiu ' 

" The fire of the enemy, towards the evening, had 

considerably abated ; the town was burning in many 

places and much damage was done to the houses. . At 

seven o'clock I received a message from Lieutenant 

General Sir Eyre Coote, requesting I WouM cease bosti- 

Jities, as a summons bad been sent into Flushing ; but 

at night the fire again commenced, and was kept up 

without intermission ufitil two o'clock of the morninj^ 

of the '15th, when the French com man dent. General 

Xionnet, offered to surrender. This was communicated 

to me by the Lieutenant General^ and in cf>n«equenoe 

I directed the flag of truce to be hoisted al day«>Kgbt oil 

board liis Majesty's ships, and that hostilities shoiHil 

cease. 

^' The Lieutenant Generalliaving aUo ihiimated hik 

wish> that two commissioners should be sent on the part 

of the navy, to assist in the proposed capitulation, I ao* 

cordingly norA'nated Lord Gardner to hieet Sir EyreCooto 

at South Zouburg, and to take with htm Caplaia C(k;k^ 

burn, to act in junction with the officers on the pari of 

the army. Shortly after I received a me<sage ham the 

Carl of Chatham, requesting tb see me ^t Zouh^g. On 

my arrival there, I found his Lord-hTp had seleded jCo^/ 

Long, Adjutant General of the army, and Capt. Cock^ 

burn, to be the commissioners for settling the terms ol 

capitulation, which Were finally condaded hrte in the 

evening of the I5tb " ' 

I have the honouf to (le, itc, 

' 'I - «^ R. J. Sf HAetiAii -'' 
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'.* Ammmt tf trn^s m the gmrhtm 9f Fiuildifg^ m skf 17 A. ^ 

' Aitgut\, I;a05^. . ' • ' ' 

•' <<^00 Otficrrs 4$^«5 rank and fi!e, 628 tick aad 

wounded. Tola), 6tia3. 

■ * ' 
♦* Return rf kiliai cndnjommdeH m hoard the Flotilla ai iie 

aftaci 0/ Flushing, from the 6ih ff jingust until the 1 btk 

BUk*^, (i^tin.boaf. No. 67) I killer!, 4 wounded. Sal» 
Jogef, (^un-boal. No. 67) 4 wounded —San O'tiningo^ 

(gun-b'nt, ,No. 67) I wounded.— Oi ion, (i;un-baai} 
No, 2) I killed.— Monarch, ^^un l>oai, Nv. 19) 4 
wou.nded. — Rtr*folu(ion, (t(un*boaf, No. <27) I «%ounded. 
•^I(lJJ»e^^ex, (^un-boa(» No. 6.8) I killed— Imptjieox^ 
(cun-boat> No. 62) | kilU'ijl« 3 wounded* -Marlbo- 
?HAH^*'t^^'^r^*'^^' No. 6i) I killed.— Rujial Sovereign 
>alch9.(Cina.bon'.b) I woondvd.- Hero, (ship\H bunch) 
1 killed, 2 wounded.-- «Re<olu(ior^ (armed transport 
AriN) I killQil,, S.w^Bnded. Total, 7 killed. 32 

• . . • 

. •• ,ifamis rf the OJfcen liltid unJ lummdi^^ 
Marlbojrough, Lieut. Rennie, ki|l<;d. 
$At\ Jo^ph, M^ul. Russell, 9nd Mr, Burnside, Sargeon^ 
tUi^hily .«vounded.'* 

r«-The gafrifiop of Flushing were delivered prifoneri ot 
^ar, and ordered to England, till.reguUrly exchanged. 
The rest oi the articlcK of capitukition were nearly the 
iMiieas thme of Middleburgh* . 
^. The «« h<»le islaml bl Walcberen being now al (hedi^po* 
sal of the Britith. ii was generally expected at hume thai 
the ulier iof otjectt ol the expedition would be iomiedi* 
ately pro^eede^* : The first of these tuppoied objects was 
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the destruction of (he enemy's fleet, with the docks 
and arsenals at Antwerp. Unfortunatelyj however, in 
consequence of the time which had been lost in the 
reduction of Flushing, and sul>$equently to that period 
the enemy had taken such measures of defence, that it 
was deemed imprudent to attempt any thing farther ; 
and it was with- no slight feelings of indignation and 
disgust that the public perused the following state- 
ment of the Earl of Chatham's, dated Head Quarters^ 
Bathzi August 2!^, in the. London Gazette: — 

^' I had the honour in my la^t dispatch of acquaint* 
ing your Lordship with my intention of proceeding to 
this, place, and I should have been most happy to hav^ 
been enabled to announce. to your Lordship the further 
progress of this af my. Unfortunately however, it ber 
comes my duty to state to yourXordship that, from the 
concurrent testimony from so many quarters as to leave 
no doubt of the truth of the information ; the enemy apr 
pears to have collected so formidable a force as to con* 
vince me that the period was arrived, at which my in« 
struclions would have directed me to witlidraw the 
army under my command, even if eng&ged in actual 

operation. 

" L had certainly early understood, on my arrival at 

Walcheren, that the enemy were assembling in consi,- 

derable force on all points ; but I was unwilling to give 

too much credit to these reports, and I was determined 

to persevere until I was satisfied, upon the fullest infor« 

mat ion, (hat all further attempts would be unavail.* 

able. 

*' The i^tmost force (and that daily decreasing) that 

I could have brought into the field, after providing for 

(he occupation of Walcheren and Sou(h Bevelandj 
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itoald htive imounleJ to about 33,000 
SOOO cavalry. Your Lnrdship miul at oi 
tf the enemv's fofcct haH been leu nuraero 
•enlei), aOer (he i>teaf^'y (lelachmetits l< 
garrrtont of Beigen -op-Zoom and Breda, 
our conntianicalioaa, how rerj madeqaat< 
have remained for operations againtt LiUo 
sSoeik, and unlimalt:!; agaimi Antwerp, 
■ to far from b«Dg in Ihe xiale which had b 
ii, Trom very co:Tect acconnlt, rvpreMonlc 
COMplete «ttte of defence ; and the cnen; 
hem bn>U|tbt upi and placed id tecaritj, n 
tiriherjtadel. 

" Under the<ie circuniitaimi, bowcrcrinl 
t» >ee (be p^igresi arretted of an arnty, 
Koud conduct and valour I have hatl evcrj i 
I teel (hat my dniy Mt me nooUierco 
doM my operaltOM here ; and Ibal il will 
iatii'action lo ina to think that I have not fa 
lightly (o coniniii the uFety of the arifay 
«ne, or the rcpuiation pf hit Majf <ty's aTni!>, 
■ridiiiiina) sjiisfxtinn to me to lind thai ih 
opinions of the Lieutenant GeneraU of the 
I th6u);ht it riftbt to comutt, more out t 
t)>em than that I thought a doubt could b< 
on the «uhjeci. concurred entirely in the 
have tubmitteil lo your L')rd<liip. 

" I em concerned to say, ihJt lh.it the < 
Himule at Ihia unhealthy period of Ihe yt at 
M'lioutly, and ilial the number) of tick ali 
■hnri of three thousand men. 

" ]( IS my intenliiin to (withdraw gradv 
•dvftnccd position in (liii iilatHt, and icndi. 
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che^en suth an atUiuional foice as may be necessary (o- 
secure ihai imporlnnt possession, to embark (he remain- 
der of the! troops aiK^ ^^ hold them in rea<iinesS| to 
avail his M.ijesiv's lurlher commands, which I shall 
niost anxiously expect." 

Themulilate dispat<?h' of Sir Richard Sfrachan, lo 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, which appeared in the 
same Gazette with the above, exciied considerable cu- 
riosity rind attention, as it appeared incontestibly to 
prove that the opinion of the naval commander had net 
entirely coincided with that of £arl Chatbann In fact, 
it very plainly indicated, that if it had rested with Sir 
Richard Strachan, g bold effoit viould have been made 
to accoa>plish the maritime objects of the expedition^ 
This document, which may be regarded as a curiosity 
in naval history, is a-; foilows :-•- 

" I have DOW to acquaint you, for their Lordship*:) 
information, that the flat boats of every description of 
vessels being asssembled, and every necessary arrange- 
ment made nn the part of the navy, for landing the 
army near Santfleel, on tite beach which had been pre- 
viously reconnoitered, and not heariiig from the Earl oi 
Chatham respecting his intentions I communicated with 
his Lord*^hip on the 24ih instant, and on U)e following 
day I louiid his Lordship had not come to a determi- 
nation, on account of the increased force of the enemy, 
and the army getting sickly, and that he had sent for 
the Generals to consult ; i therefore, on the morn- 
ing of the 26th, wrote to his Lordship, and I soon af* 
ter went on shore to the meeting of the Lieutenant 
Generals of the army, taking with me Rear Admiral Sir 
Richard Keats, I found thera decidedly of opinion that 
no operation coukl be taken against Antwerp^ with 
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any prospect of success, at this advanced season of the 
year, and the enemy increasing in strength, and our 
o\i'n forces diminished by sickness ; and as the taking of 
Liilo and Liefkenshoeik would not ensure our obtaining 
the ultiroale object of the Expedition, without Antwerp 
being reduced, and the country near these fortresses 
being inundated ; it was also their decided opinion, 
that the army ought not to make any attempt on them. 
1 had already, in the most unqualified marmer, offered 
every naval assistance to reduce these fortresses, and 
also in aid of every other operation of the army. Con- 
ceiving the subject of the deliberations of the Generals 
perfectly military, I withdrew with Sir Richard Keats. 
The ships of the enemy, which were above the town of 
Antwerp about five miles, have come down, and are 
now extended along the river face of it, except two 
of the line lower down, in the reach above Lief kenshoeik ; 
and four frigates went to Lillo. An immense number of 
small gun-boats are on the boom ; behind them acrescent 
of sixy gun and mortar brigs. The battery between Lillo 
and Fredrick Hendrick is finished ; it has ten guns. The 
enemy has been driven from that which he was con- 
structing on the Doel side with loss, by the fire of our 
bombs and gun-vessels." 

Lord Chatham and his staff, with a considerable nam- 
her of troops, returned to England in the course of 
September ; a garrison having been left in Walcheren, 
supposed to be adequate to the reteiltion of that island. 
The humidity of the climate however, aided, perhaps, 
by ihe intemperance of the men, occasioned a fever 
and dysentry, which placed nearly two-thirds of the 
garrison upon the %icW \\%i% and* committed dreadful ra« 
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▼ages on ihe lives and health of the army. The un- 
healthiness of these islands i^ indeed so holorious^ thaf, 
under iheold Dulcb Government, the regiments destined 
for their defence were relieved every month ; and the 
favourite fegimenl»were CKempled from the doty alto- 
gether. France, since she has had possession of thef 
Zealand Isles, is said to have lost 1700 men in a jear, 
by the badness of the climate. Forliuiately, however 
. as the weather grew cooler the disease abated. 

The Venerable, which both ''carried out and brougbt 
. home' Lord Chatham, on her return from the latter ser- 
vice,' met with an accident which had nearly terminated 
her career for ever. The following account of this ac* 
cident, dated Deal, October 10, IQOJ, is related by. an 
eye-witness :■— , 

" On the 29th ult. at day-light, the Venerable saUiad 
from the Downs for her station off Flushing (after bav* 
ifig janded Lord Chatham and his Staff,) on the. evening 
of the same day, standing ihroogh the Dourio passagej 
.the weather very dark, with a thick misty rain, all at 
gnce she was found to :shoal her water to five fathoms^ 
which put the pilot, who bad charge of the ship, quite 
out of his repkoniog, and he declared his ignorance of 
the ship's place. Captain King immediately, ordered 
the best bower anchor to be let go ; at this time the 
•wind freshened, and breakers were seen close Jo the 
ship. The. ship having way, the anchor was scarcely^ 
to the ground- before she parted ; the small bower was 
th*in let go, which parted 5 she. then struck : the first 
shock carried' away' the rudder; finding her slrikinf^^ 
Vfcry heavy^ aivd mak^ing water in the VwAd>i^\^ W^Xw^^w^ 
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main and luizen ma^t was ordered to be cut away^ ihb 
guns and provisions thrown overboard, in order to 
b'ghlen the ^hip; the water at this time burst the spirit- 
room hatches open, and filled the orlop deck'; every 
signal was made for assistance ; but the breakers which 
surrounded the ship, and the darkness of the night, pre- 
vented any vessel coming near her. She now began to 
settle, and was by most given up for Jost. Having a 
great many women and children on board (soldiers' 
wives,) Captain King ordered the boats to be lowered 
^ and to make every po>sible effort to ^ve their lives. 
The dawn of morning breaking, the land was discovered. 
Captain King immediately ordered the boats with the 
womep to make for the shore, which, 1 am bappy lo 
say,, they reached safe. Whilst the crew were employed 
in getting a sail under the ship's bottom, and working 
at the pumps, nothing but the cool and perseverino'' 
conduct oF the commander could have saved her. It 
was in \hU perilous crisis the worth of a brave sailor 
was to be seen ; and never did men behave with more 
firmness and obedience. The Lady of Captain Codring- 
ton, accompanied by a Miss Streach, was on board ; a 
greater instance of female fortitude was not to be found. 
The Venerable is now in the basin at -Flushing, to stop 
her leaks, and is ordered to the Nore, when most pro- 
bably she will proceed to Chatham to be docked." 

The failure of the cKpsdition to Holland has not, at 
was expected, led to any effectual inquiry into the 
causes which produced it. It seems certain, however^ 
.that if the army had proceeded straight to Antwerp, 
leaving a sutHcient f[eet to cat off tbe.coran^unicalion 
between Walcheren and the neighbouring iiles, thej 
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must have accompKshed their object, a.-* there was no 
force collected in the low countries, at that period, of 
sufficient strength to oppo<e ihem. 

It is equally certain, that, had the real state of Flush- 
i »g been known, the town mi^ht have been reduced in 
a lew hours, as the garrison, on the first leading of onr 
troops, did not excised lifieon hundred men; and lh« 
fortifications were miserably defective. But, the fact 
is, that the government had no .information to give the 
commander ; and what little he actually received from 
I hem proved erroneous ! It appears to be determined 
timt the Island of Walcheren shall be retained; but 
we Tear its retention will c*ost the country dear. 

We should suppose, thai our object would be better 
Bl-tained by destroying the harbour of JE^lushjng, so as to 
render it usele.^s for naval purposes; and, by obstructing . 
the navigation of the Scheldt, by sinking ani^ber-of 
tl>e did hulks laden with stones. If this could be ef- ; 
fec;ted, and we understand it is pructicuble, the encnly . 
could derive but little advantage! from the possession of 
Antwerp ; since it would be of no use to build ships . 
without any passage open to the ocean.. Wlnle, how- • 
ever, the public deplore the partial failure of the .ci^pe- 
dition, they should not forget that the possession of , 
Flushing,and the capture and destruction of a garrison of 
nine thousand men, were alchievements of no little im, 
portance. We should not, because we have not ob- , 
lained all that, wo wished, undervalue What we have 
obtained. 

Nearly about the same time, or rather before the 
Walcheren jpxpedition commenced, a descent wa^ made 
upon the coast of Il^Iy, by an English force, also wvVlx-^ 
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view of creating a diversion in favour of Austria. By 
this effort, made by Admiral Martin and General ^S\r J. 
Stuart in conjunction, the islands of lochia and Procidia 
were compelled to surrender to^ bis Sicilian Majesty. 
Sir J. Stoart, in hh dispatches of July 5, ibus relate* 
the proceedings at Iscbia : — 

'' The first measure- that suggettcH itself to our coik 
templationy u-as a menace upon the k^n^oni and the 
caj^italof Naples, and the aris^y, as wiibin detailed, 
being>embarked, we sailed uncter^ convoy of his Ma* 
f.sty^s ships Canopos; Spartiat^, Warrior, and some 
frigates ana smaHer vessels, on the I Itb of- last months 
leaving orders lotbe divr9k)ki of' bis Sicilian Majesty's- 
troops which had- been' placed under my condoeti and 
were' waking my instructions- at Palermo, • inrder the 
cdmuMmd of Lieutenant General deBourcardi to pro- 
ceed t() a- given rendezvous. His Royal Highness 
Prince Leopold, I found at our subsequent junction^ had 
embM^ked with his division. Our appearance oK the- 
CdSi8t<0f Gafabriaj which we readied on the* OMfinng 
of'th^ IS^bj had the^ effect 'of 4 Adaoing tbe; body of the: 
ettetHy stMioned in that' pro vince^ to abaodon, for tb^ 
4)Dvpifies' of iromediaie {joncentralioni the^ greater part 
of their'' po^ al6ng the 8bore» when those upon the 
line oppeysite' Messina were seized and disarmed by- a 
corps under Lieutenant CobneJ Smith, who had beea 
detached from the fleet' inimx?diale^y after our saiiing 
frotrf! MfifazKO, wittrfprovisionary* orders' for tliat pur- 
pose. 

" Major General Mackenzie, who bad sailed with me, 
as designed to bear a part in this expedition, returned 
also at ray request about this period^ for the genera 
auperintendance of these service^; ^s well as to hold thr 
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general command in Sicily, which becomes a charge so 
important during the term of our present operai ions. 

" On ihe 24lh ultimo the advanced division of the 
British and Sicilian ifleet, namely (hat which contained 
the British troops, anchored off Cape Miseno in (he 
vicinity of Baia, when our preparations were imme- 
diately made for a debarkation upon the Island of Ischia ; 
and the necessary arrangement;; and dispositions of boats 
being intrusted by the Admiral to Sir Francis Laforey, 
a descent was forced on the following morning by the 
troops commanded by Major-General Mac Farlane, un- 
der the immediate fire of his Majesty's ships War- 
rior and Success, aided by (he British and Sicilian gun* 
boats, in the fac^ of a formidable chain of batteries^ 
with which every accessible part of (he shore was per- 
fectly fortified* These were turned and successively 
abandonectas our troops gained their fooling. 

« About 250 or 300 men of (he 1st Legere> in the 
first instance, fell into our hands. General Colonna 
who commanded, retired with his principal force into 
(he castle, where he rejected a summons froin Major* 
General Mac-Farlane, and held out until the 30th ult. 
when a breaching battery having been erected against 
his works, he surrendered upon terms of capitulation. 
As it -was conjectured by the Admiral and myself that 
the success and promptitude with which the landing 
upon Ischia was effected, might probably operate an in* 
fluence upon the adjacent garrison of Procidia, a sum- 
mons was immediately sent to the Commandant thereof, 
who, in the course of the day, submitted to our proposed 
terms ; an event which contributed most fortunately 
to (he almost entire capture or destruction of a large 
flotilla of about forty heavy i^un-boats^ which attempted 

2h 3 
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th^ir passage during iht night and following morning (o 
Naples from Gaeta, and expected (o fiiKl pFOtectioPy as 
well as co-operation, under the artillery of the fortress, 
in their passage through the narrow strait that separates 
the Island frora the Main. This important service was 
execoted by Captain Staines, of his Majesty's ship Cy- 
ane, assisted by the Espoir sloop, and the British and 
Sicilian gun-boati. It is with regret I add/ that in a 
subsequent intrepid attack upon the frigate and corvette 
of the enemy in the Bay, the above gallant oflBcer has' 
received a wound, which must for some tinae deprive 
the service of his assistance. 

^' The amount of prisoners who have fallen into oar 
hinds already exceeds 1500 regular troops, exclusive of 
their killed and wounded, both of military and marine, 
in different partial encounters, which we have reason to 
think are considerable. Among the prisoners are a 
General of Brigade, two Colonels, and upwiards of 70 
officers of progressive ranks. Nearly 100 pieces of 
ordnance, with their corresponding stores, have also 
become our capture. It is with much greater satisfac- 
tion, however, my Lord, than any that can be derived 
from these local or momentary advantages, that I con- 
template our success in the material and important ob- 
ject of diversion for which this expedition was designed. 
A considerable body of troop^f which had been recently 
detached from Naples as a reinforcement to the army in 
upper Italy, as^ell as almost the whole of the troops 
which had been sent into the Roman States to aid the 
late usurpation of the Papal dominions, were precipi- 
tately recalled on our first a(>pearance on the coast ; and 
I venture to hope that the check which has been ope- 
rated, and which shall e ndeavoar to preserve^ will 

• 
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have already, though remotely, coniributed to snppoKt 
the efforts of our brave allies.'^ 

This expedition^ though highly creditable to the of^ 
fleers by whom it was conducted, opersy^ed but slightljf 
in favour of the cause for which it was intended.* 

In the preceding chapter, we slightly glanced at the 
unfortunate termination of Sir John Moore^s campaigt\ 
in Spain, and at the consequent embarkation of the 
British troops' at Corunna, at the very Commencement 
of the year. The particulars of this embarkation, con- 
ducted under the auspices of Admiral de Courcy, and of 
the general result of the £alal battle of Corunna« will be 
seen by the following extracts from the. dispatches of 
the AdmiralfOf the 17 th and 18th of January :-* 

" In the vicinity of Corunna the enemy have pressed 
upon the British in great force. The embarkation of 
the sick, the cavalry, and the stores went^ on« The 
night of the 16th was appointed for the general embark- 
ation of the infantry ; and, mean time« the enemy pre- 
pared for attack. At three P. M. an action coporoenced ; 
the enemy, which had been posted on a lofty hill^ en- 
deavouring to force the British on another hill of inferior 
height, and nearer the town* The enemy were 
driven back with great slaughter ; but very sorry am I 
to add, that the British, though triumphaiit, have suffered 
severe losses. I am unable to communicate furtt^i 
particulars, than that Sir John Moore received a mortal 
wound, of which he died at night; that Sir David 
Eaird lost an arm ; that several officers and many men 
have been killed and wounded ; 'and that the ships of 
war have received all such of the latter as they could ac- 
commodate^ the remainder being sent to transports. 
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*< The weather is now tempestuous^ and th^ difficol- 
ties of embarkation are great. All except the rear- 
guard are embarked, consisting perhaps at the present 
moment of 2600 men. The enemy having brought can- 
non tt> a hill overhanging the beach* have forced a ma- 
jority of the transports to cut or slip. Embarkation be- 
ing no fonger practicable at the town, the boats have 
been ordered to a sandy beach near the light-bouse, and 
it is hoped that the greater part, if not ail, will still be 
embarked, the ships of war having dropped out to faci- 
litate embarkation. 

" " Jentuary 1 8, 

''The erobarkatfonofthe troops having occupied the 
greater part of last night, it has not been in my power 
to detach the Cossack before this day; and it is with sa- 
tisfaction I am able to add, that in cofisequence of the 
good order maintained by the troops and the unwea- 
ried exertions of commisM'oner Btiwen, the captains, and 
other officers of the navy, the agents, as well as the 
boats' crews, many of whom were for two days with- 
out food, and without repose ; the army have been era- 
barked to the last man, and the ships are now in the 
offing, preparatory to steering for England. The great 
body of the transports having lost their anchors, ran to 
sea without the troops they were ordered to receive, in 
consequence of which there, are some thousands on 
board the ships of war. Several transports, through 
mismanagement, ran on shore. The seamen appeared 
to have abandoned them, two being brought out By 
the boats crews of the men of war, two were burnt 
and five were bilged. I cannot conclude this hasty 
statement without expressing my great obligations to 
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R"^r-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, whose eye was every 
where, and whose exerlions were unremilled." 

NotwilhslamJing this disaslrous evenf, the Engh'sh 
squadron continued to be actively employed on the roast • 
oF Spain. ^ On the 27lh' of March, the Port of Vigo, 
aiwl its dependencies surrendered to the Patriot Spa* 
niards, and to the* British naval force under Captain 
M'Shirley> of the Lively ; and on the22d of May, San- 
tiago snrrei>dered to the sanre assailants. 

On turning- our eyes northward; we perceive that on^ 
the 29th of 'March/ the gsliant, but unfortHnate King of' 
Sweden, vras compelled to sign an act of abdication ; 
an act which tliere cantiot be a doubt; has led to the' 
peacebetweenSweden and Russia, by which the ports 
of th«. former country are shut against the shipping of' 
England. 

Ontbe 18ih of May^ibe.lHtle Danish Island of Aii« 
holt, in'the-Bi^hic,. wasreduoeidtbya ^miJI squadron de*>' 
tached Irom the flee4!of Sir James Siaunhitez. I'hegar* 
risoni. consisting: of 170 men^. surrendered at 'discretion. 
The Eng.lish had one marine loillt'd, an<l.two wounded; 
The acquisition of this- island is important^ .as it: fuxnishes. 
water to the En^^li^i fleet, and affords good' anchorage 
to the trade going in ou coming out of the Bailie. 

A singularly gallant attack upon a: Russian flotilla* 
which had tak^en a remarkably strong position, under 
Peroola Point> in the Baltic, is thus recorded in the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from Captain Martin, of the 
Implacable, dated July the 9lh : — 
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"The position taken by the Rusi^kin flotilla ancfer 
Percola Point, secmud so much like a defiance,' that I 
considered something was necessary to be done in order 
lo impress these strangers with that sense o> reaped and 
fear which his Majesty's other enemies are accustiomed 
to shew to the British ilag ; 1 therefore determined to 
gratify the anxious \vi<ih oi Lieutenant. Iiawkey> lo 
lead the boats of the ships naoied in the margm,* 
which were assembled by nine o'clock last ni^hl, and 
proceeded with an irresistible zeal and intrepidity to- 
wards the enemy, who had the advantageof local know- 
ledge, lo take a positioD of extraordinary strength 
within two rocks, serving as a cover lo their wiiigs, and 
fr«i)m whence they could pour a destruclive fir^ofgrape 
upon our boats, which, nolwithitandingy advartcx-d with 
peiiect coolness, and never fired a gun tiil* octuaily 
t0ut4jing the enemy, when they boardi:d iwurd in 
hand and carri^jd all Jbefore them, '*" 

'* I believe a n>ore briilianl Bchievetncnl doen not 
grace the records of our naval history ; each ofBcer vrat 
impatient to be the loader in the attack, and each man 
zealous to emulate their noble example, and the nio^t 
complete i^uccess has been the consequipnce of «uch de- 
termined bravery ; of eight gun-boats, each mounting 
Ac32, and 24-pounder, and forlysix men, six have 
been bpought out, and one sunk ; 4nd the whole ot ihe 
ships and vessels (twelve in number) under their pro- 
leciion, laden with powder and provisions for the Rus- 
sian army, brou^^^ht out, ar.d a -large armed ship taken 
and burnt. • 1 h ive deeply to lament the loss of many 
men killed and wounded, and especially that most va« 

• Implacable, BclleropUon, Melpomene, and rromeibeus. 
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liiiable officer Lieutenant Hawkey, who after taking one ':!. 
'|:jun-boat, wa-? killed by a grape-shot, in the act of board- if 
ing the second. No prai.-ie from ray pen can do ade«# 
qoate justice to this lamented young man ; as an officer* 
be was active, correct, and zealous, to the highest de- 
gree ; the leader in every kind of enterprize, and re- 
gardless of danger; he delighted in whatever could Bd 
to promote the glory of his country; his last worfl* 
were, *' Huzza ! push on ! England for ever !" 

" Mr. Hawkey had been away in the boats on differ- 
ent services since last Monday, accompanied by Lieute- 
nant Vernon, whose conduct in this affair has been 
highly exemplary, and shewn him worthy to be the 
companion of so heroic a man; butwhile I am induced 
to mention the name of Mr. Vernon, from his constant 
services with Mr. Hawkey, I feel that every officer, 
seaman, and nvarine, has- a claim to my warmest praises, 
and will, 1 trust, obtain your favourable recommendation 
to the-Lords Commissioners of the Admirait); Lieu- 
tenant Charles Allen, of the Bellerophon, was the senior 
officer after Mr. Hawkey's death. 

'* I have just been informed, that Lieutenant Stirling, 
of the Prometheus, who was severely wounded, is since 
dead ; his conduct in this affair was very conspicuous, 
and Captain Foriest speak* highly in praise of the 2^a| 
and activity of his services on every occasion- lam 
sure you will readily believe that Captain Forrest did 
not witness the preparation for this attack without feel* 
ing an ardent de^^ire to command it, but I was obliged ^ 
to resist his pressing importunity, as a matter of justice 
to Mr. Hawkey. 

** The Russians have suffered severely in thi5 con- , 
Uict, th^ most moderate statement make^\X^^^^'^^^^. 
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Iwo-lhirds of them have. been killed and woanded. or 
jumped overboard/' 

Another. f^allant little exploit was the seizure of Cux- 
haven. On' the 5th of June, a small Enghsh j^quadron, 
consisting of four gun-brigs and two «lm>ps, from He- 

- ligoland, arrived at Cuxhaven, and dfuve Ibe enemy 
out of -that pldce, demolished -(he batteries, and obliged 
the municipality lo Jay down the buoys in the Elb^, which 

. had been taken ii p. by the French. The military force 
of Ihis little expedition was only 120. men. The: Dutch 
troops, who bad been Ml in possession of the place 
f]ed, ahd the. inhabitants- testified the greatest' joy at 

• seeing' the English Jag once more flying in their port. 

Very early in the yean the Freneh settlement of Ca- 
yenne was taken by Captain Yep, of the Confiance, in 
conjunction with some small Portuguese vessels and 
troops. " On the 4th of January," says Captain Yeo, 
*' il was determined by Lieutenant-Colonel Manoel Mar- 
ques and myself, to make a descent on the east-side of 
the Island of Cayenne. Accordingly all the troops 
were embarked. on board the sttiall vessels,. amoontipg 
(o 550, and SO seamen and inarioes from the Confiance, 
. and a party of. marines from the Voador and In&nte 
brigs. On the morning of the 6th, all dropt into the 
mouth of the river. In the evening I proceeded withlen 
canoes and about 250 men, to endeavour to gain pos* 

• seftsion of two batteries ; the one Fort Diamant, which 
commands the entrance of the River Mahuree, the 
other Grand Cane, commanding the great road to tlie 
town of Cayenne. The vessels wiih the retnainder of 
the troop.s I inUuated to CajUain Sql^ado, of the Voa- 
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dtir, with orders to follow rae after dusk, to anchor in 
the mouth of the river Mahuree, and wail until [ gained 
the before-mentioned batteries; when on my making the 
signal agreed on, he was to enter the river and disem- 
bark with all possible dispatch. I reached Point Ma- 
buiee at three o'clock next morning, with five canoes ; 
the others being heavy, codld not keep up. We then 
landed in a bay half way between the two batteries. 
The surge was so great that our boats soon went (o 
pieces. I ordered Major Joaqaim Manoel Pinto, with a 
detachment of Portuguese troops, to proceed to. the 
left, and take Grand Cane; while myself, accompanied 
by Lieutenants Mulcaster, Blyth, and Read, (of the 
royal marines); Messrs. Savory, William Taylor, Forder, 
and Irwin, proceeded to the right with a parly of the 
Confiance, to take Fort Diamant, which was soon in 
our possession, mounting two twenty-four and one brass 
9- pounder, and 50 men. I am sorry to add that Lieute- 
xjant John Read,oflheroyal marines, a meritorious young 
officer, was mortally wounded, as also one seaman and 
five marines badly. The French captain and comman- 
dant, with three soldiers, killed, and four wounded. The 
Major had the same success: the fort, mourning two 
brass 9- pounders and forty men ; two of the enemy 
were killed. The entrance of the river being in our 
possession, the signal agreed on was mpide, and by noon 
all were disembarked. At the same lime I received in- 
formation of General Victor Hugues having quitted 
Cayenne, at the head ctf a thousand troops, to dispossess 
us of our posts. Our force being loo small to be di- 
vided, and the distance between ihe two posts being 
great, and only twelve miles from Cayenne, it was de- 
termined to dismantle Fort Diamante and oollect all our 
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forces at Grand Cane. I therefore left my first lieu- 
^ tenant, Mr. Mulcaster, with a parly of the Confiance, 
to perform (hat service^ and then join me. On ar- 
. riving at Grand Cane, I perceived two other batceries 
/ about a mile up the river, on opposite sides, and within 

half gun-shot of each other ; the one on the right bank 
called Freo, on an eminence^ commanding the creek 
leading to Cayenne, the other at the opposite side at 
jthe entrance of the creek leading to the house and 
plantation of General Victor Hugues, and evidently 
erected for no other purpose than its defence. At 
three o'clock I anchored the Lion and Vinganza cut- 
ters abreast, of them, when a smart action com- 
jnended on both sides for an hour, when finding the 
enemy's metal and position so superior to ours, the 
cutters having only fbur-pounders, and many of our 
men falling, from the incessant shower of grape-shot, I 
determined to storm them, and therefore directed Mr. 
Savory (the purser) to accompany a party of Portuguese 
to land at General Hugues battery, at the same time 
proceeding myself, accompanied by Lieutenant Blyth^ 
my gig's crew, and a party of Portuguese troops, to 
that of Freo, and though both parties had to land at the 
very muzzles of the guns, keeping up a continual fire 
of grape and musketry, the cool bravery of the men 
soon carried them, and put the enemy to flight ; each 
fort mounted two brass 9- pounders, and fifty men 
This service was scarcely accomplished, before the 
French troops from Cayenne attacked the Colonel at 
Grand Cane. Our force, then much dispersed, I 
therefore without Availing an instant, ordered every 
body to the boats, and proceeded to the aid of 
the Colonel, who with his small force had withstood 
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the enemy ; and after a smart aclIoD of three hours, 
they retreated to Cayenne. At the same time, 2S0 of 
the enemy appeared before Fort Diamant ; but - per- 
ceiving Lieutenant Mulcaster prepared to receive 
them, and imagining his force much greater than it 
wa^, ihey, on hearing the defeat of their General^ fol- 
lowed his example. There was yet the strongest pu$t 
of the enemy to be taken, which was ihcprivaie hou^e 
of General Victor Hugues: he had beside-^ ihe fort 
above-nricnlioned, planted before his house a held piec-e 
and a swivel, with a hundred of his be<;t troops. It is 
situated on the main, between two and three miles in 
the interior, at. the end of an avenue the same lengt|i 
from the river, on^the right of which is a thick wood, 
and on the left the creek Fouille. I have also to re-> 
mark, that there is nothing near appertaining to govern- 
Bient, or for the defence of the colouy. On the morning of 
the 8th I proceeded, acconpanied by Lieutenant Mai* 
caster, Messrs. Savory and Forder, with some seamen 
and marines of the ConOance, and a party of Portuguese 
troops, wjtha field piece, to take the said post; but as 
tny only obfect was to take the troops prisoners, by 
which the garrison of Cayenne would be much weak« 
ened, I dispatched Lieutenant Mulcaster in my gig, 
with a flag of truce, to acquaint 'the officer command- 
ing, that my only object was to take the post, for vvhicb 
I had force sufficient ; and though I might lose some 
men in taking it, there could be no doubt as to there- 
suit ; I therefore requested for the sake of humanity, he 
would not attempt to defend a place not tenable ; bujt 
ihat I was determined, if he made an useless resistance 
in defending a private habitation, against which I gave 
him my honour no harm was intended, I should consir 
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cler il as a fortress, and would level it with the /ground. 
'I'he encm}'s advanced guard allowed the flag of truce 
to approach (hem wilhin a boat's length, then fired two 
voliies at (hem and retreated ; I (hen landed ; but re- 
flecting it was possible this outrage was committed 
from the ignorance of an inferior officer, I' sent Lieute- 
naiTt Mulcasler a second time, when on bis approach- 
ing ll'.e house, they fired the field-piece at him. Find- 
ing ail commuuication that way ineflfectual, yet wishing 
to preserve the private property of a general officer, 
v\ho was perhaps ignorant and innocent of his officers' 
conduct, I sent one of the General's slaves to the of- 
ficer with (he same message, who refurned with an 
answer, (hat any thing I had to communicate must be 
' Jn writing ; at the same time he fired his field piece ai 
a siornal to his troops who were in ambush on our right 
in ilie wood, to fire, keeping' op a steady and well-dt- 
rpcled fire from his field piece at the house. It wai 
my intention to have advanced with my field piece ; 
but finding he had made several fosses in (he road, and 
(he wood being lined wUh musketry, not a roan of whom 
we could see, and the field-piece in front, I ordered ours 
to be thrown into a fosse, when our men, with cheers, 
advanced with pike and bayonet, took (he enemy's gun : 
they re(rea(ed into the house, and kept up a smart fire 
from the windows; but on our entering they flew through 
the back premises into the wood, firing as they 
retreated. Every thing was levelled wi(h the ground 
except the habitations of the slaves. As we received 
iuformation that about four hundred of the enemy were 
about to take possession of Beauregard Plain, on an 
eminence which commanded the several roads to and 
from C<iyenne> it was determined between the Lieute- 
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nant Colonel dnd myself (o be before*hand with lh9 
enemy, and march our whole force there direct. Wq 
gained the situsuion on the enemy on the 9th, and on 
the 1 0th Lieutenant Mulcaster and a Portuguese officer^ 
(Lieutenant Bernardo Mekillis), were sent into th^ - 
town with a summons to the General. In the even- 
ing these oQicers returned, accompanied by Victor 
Hugues's Aid-Je-camp, requesting an armistice for 24^ 
hours to arrange the articles of capitulation. This be* 
ing granted, and hostages exchanged, on the 11th the 
Lieutenanl-Coloiiel and myself met the General, and 
partly arranged the articles. A second meeting on the 
morning of the 12th finaljy fixed them; and on the 
morning of the 14lh, the Portuguese troops and British 
seamen and marines marched into Cayenne, and took 
possession of the town. The enemy, amounting to 
400, laid down their arms on the parade, and were 
imntedialely embarked on board the several vessels ber ' 
longing to the expedition : at the same tin>e the militia, 
amounting to 600, together with 20 blacks, who bad 
been incorporated with the regular troops, delivered ia 
their arms.'' 

The capture of Senegal, on the cipastctrof^ Africa, next 

deserves to be noticed. Some depredations having beeii 

committed on the trade in the neighbourhood of Sene-^- 

gal, by small privateers fitted out there, Captairt Co« 

lumbine, and Major Maxwell, commanding the garrison 

of Gortfe, determined to make an attack upon the 

place, and proceeded against it on the 4ih of July, 

with the Soleba)', Derwent sloop, and Tigress gun-ves- 

sef, and some merchant and smaller vqsselts, having on 

board a detachment of one handred mi sixty oien froia 

2 I 3 
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Goree. The enemy at fir<;t appeared disposed (o offer 
some resistance^ but the detachment being landed, to* 
gether with one hundred and twenty seamen, and fifiy 
marines, the enemy's force, consisting of one hundred 
and sixty regulars, and two hundred ana forty militia, 
retreated, and on the 13th a capitulation was signed, 
by which the Island of St. Louis and its dependencies 
were surrendered to the British forces; the garrison 
being conveyed to France as prisoners of war, not to 
serve against his Majesty or his allies, until regularly ex- 
changed. 

The only loss sustained by the English on this ser- 
vice was that of Captain Frederick Parker, of the Der- 
went, Mr. Francis Atterby Sealy, midshipman of that 
sliDop, and six seamen drowned in attempting to cross 
the bar of Senegal. 

Captain Columbine speaks in high terms of the con- 
duct of the officers and men employed on the occasion. 

On the 11th of July, the Solebay, in moving up the 
river, got on shore and was wrecked, but all her men 
and part of the stores were saved. 

In the West Indies, the naval and nMlitary forces of 
Britain were this year eminently successful. The cap- 
lure of Martinique by Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane 
and General Beckwith, was one of the 6rst atchieve- 
kients ; the early proceedings relating to which, will be 
seen in the following extract of the Admiral's letter, 
<iated February 4-, off Martinique : — 

" Having on the 201 h of January received a letter 

ftota Lieutenanl-General Beckwith, informing me that 

in consequence of some alteration of circumstances he 

jvas induced to proceed on the attack of Martinique, and 
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expressed a wish to se^ me at Barbadoes, in order (o 
make the final arrangements. I lost no time in meeting 
him there for thai purpose ; and having embarked all 
Ihe troops, I committed the principal landing of the 
array intended to be put on- shore at Bay Robert, to 
Captain Beaver, of his Majesty's ship Acasta, who had 
Lieutenant-General Beckwilh, the commander of the 
forces, with bim ; Major-General Sir George Prevbst, 
commanding the division, being embarked on board the 
Penelope. By the inclosed letter from Captain Beaver, 
their Lordships will see that he completed this service 
with his usual ability, on tho 30th of January, and 
morning of the 31st, whilst the other division, under 
Major*general Maitland, was landed on the 30th at St. 
Luce, under the superintendance of Captain Fahie, of 
the Belleisle, who had formed the most judicious ar* 
rangement for the purpose* 

*' About six hundred men were detached on board 
his Majesty's ship York, under the command of Major 
Henderson, of the Royal York Rangers, to take pos- 
session of the battery at Point Soloman, in order to se- 
cure a safe anchorage for the men of war and trans- 
ports; afler effecting this the Rangers pushed on, and 
invested the fort of Pigeon Island, on which a mortaf 
wa^ brought to bear so early as the 1st instant^ but not 
finding the fire of that sufficient, nine others, including 
howitzers, were landed, five of which were got up to 
the top of a commanding height, by the very great 
exertions of Captain Cockburn, of the Pompee, and 
the.seamen under his orders, who ably gave support to 
the Brigadier-Generals Sir Charles Shipley find Stehelin, 
in completing the batteries, which opened last night at 
si^ o'clock, with such e^ect as to oblige the enemy to 
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capilttUie IhU morning ; and one hundred and Ihirly- 
six ptrftons iliat were in the fort surrendered them* 
selves prisoners of war. Our loss consisted of two 
seamen killed* and one soldier of the Rojal York Ran* 
gers wounded ; the enemy's of five killed^ and several 
wounded. 

*' In or^r to cut off the retreat of the enemy, I pre« 
viously sent the iSolus and Cleopatra frigates, and the 
Recruit sloop of war, to the upper part of Fort Royal 
Bay ; when this was perceived the enemy set fire to, 
and destroyed the Amphitrite frlgaie^of forty-four gons 
and all the shipping in the harbour ; havings on our first 
landing burnt the Carnation ak Marin, also a corvette at 
St. Pierre's on the following night. 

«• The army under Lieutenanl-General Beckwith 
having advanced towards the height of Surirey, fell in 
with the enemy on the first instant, who was defeated 
with considerable loss ; since then two actions have 
taken place, which has given to his Majesty's forces 
possession of the before mentioned heights command* 
ing Fort Bourbon." 

The final operations which terminated in the com- 
plete capture of the island of MaFtinique and its depen* 
dencies, are thus related in Adn;iral Cochrane's official 

letter to the Admiralty, of the 25(h of February : 

: ** The Lord Comissioners of the Admiralty will have 
been informed, that it was intended to open a fire on 
the enemy from four batteries on the I7th instant, in 
addition to his own guns turned upon him from Fort 
Edward, which was accordingly done at half past four 
in (he afternoon, the time appointed. 
" The enemy at first returned the fire with spirit, but 

6 
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it gradually slackened until Ibe following mornings and 
then enlirely ceased, except at long intervals, which 
made it evident he was beaten from his guns. 

** While the batteries were kept constantly firing on 
the enemy from the western side. Captains Barton and 
Nesham, of the York and Intr^id, with about 400 
seamen and marines, continued to be employed in get* 
ling the heavy cannon, mortars, and howitzers, up to 
^ount Surirey from the eastern side of the fort, which 
was a service of the utmost labour and difficufty, owing 
to the rains and deepness of the roads ; but notwith- 
standing which, a battery of four 24.-pounders and 
four mortars was finished by the 9/2d, and the guns 
mounted ready for service. 

•* On the following day several more guns were got 
up and ready to be placed in an advanced battery, in- 
tended to consist of eight 24-pounders ; a similar bat* 
tery was preparing to the westward, and the whole 
would have beeh in a state to open on the 6nemy by 
the «6th, had not a flag of truce been sent from the 
Fort on the 23d, with proposals for a surrender, on 
(he principle of being sent to France on parole ; but 
Lieulenant-General Beckwith, the Commander of the 
forces, and myself, not judging it proper to accede to 
such terms, the batteries, which had before opened 
their fire, recommenced the attack at half past eight 
o'clock in the evening, and continued it without inter* 
milsion during the night. 

•' The next morning, a little past six o'clock, one of 
the magazines in the fort blew up with a great explosion, 
and soon afterwards three flags of truce were hoisted 
by the enemy, and hostilities ceased on otir part. 

*' A letter was then received from the Captain-Gene- 
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ral Vilaret Joycuse, requesting ihat commissioners 
mighl be appointed on botli sides (o settle the lerm.'t of 
capiuilationt which was agreed \o, and Lieutenant-Ge* 
nerai Sir George Prevost and Major-General Maitland, 
were named by the Commanders of the forces, and 
Commodore Cockburn by me. These officers were 
met by tlie General of aTliHery, Villaret (the Captain* 
GeneraKs brother), and Colonels Montfort and Roger, 
in a tent erected for the purpose, between the advanced 
piquets 09i each side, wh^en the terms were settled a net 
ratified before miditight, a copy of which i have the 
honour (o inclose. 

** This morning a detachment of troops took posses* 
sion of the Bouille Redoubt,^ and the ravelines and gate* 
way of Fort Bourbon on the land side ; and tS^e garrison 
will be embarked in the course of eight days in trans^ 
ports, and his Majesty's ships Belleiile and Ulysses will 
proceed with them as » guard to Europe. 
, '* I now beg leave lo congratulate their Lordships 
on the happy tern^ination of a siege, which was, by 
the uncommon exertions of the army and navy, Jbrought 
to a close within twenty-eight days from* the sailing of 
the expedition from Barbadoe^. 

" The 6re kept up by the batteries was irresistible ; 
the enemy was driven from his defences, hi« cannon 
dismounted, and the whole of the interior of the work 
ploughed up by the shot and shells, within five daysaf* 
ter the batteries opened. 

''Never did more unanimity prevail between the 
two services than on the present occasioiu One senti* 
inent, one wish, pervaded the whole; and Ihey looked 
with confidence to a speedy and glorious terroinalioo 
of their toils. 
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** 1 had on this service the happiness to act with 
Lieutenant- General Beck with, an officer I have long 
been in the habits of intimacy wi h, from whose zeal I 
had every thing to expect, and which the recent 
events have so fully realised. He did me the honour 
to consult me on various occasions, and his commum* 
cations and co-operalions were friendly and cordial, 
which, on all conjunct expeditions, is the surest pledge 
of success, 

^ '' I have alraady informed their Lordships, that I en- 
trusted the whole of the naval arrangements on shore 
to Commodore Cockburn. His exert ioi.?. hax^e been ui(- 
remltting, and his merit beyond my praise. . He speaks 
in terms of high approbation of the able support and 
assistance he received from Captains Barton, Nesham, 
and Brenton, whom I had selected to act with him* 
To all these officers, and the Lieutenants and other of- 
ficers, petty officers, seamen, and marines, im mediately 
tinder their commands, I feel truly obliged, for per* 
forming the arduous duties imposed upon them. The 
seven gun battery at Folville was entirely fought by 
seamen, from which the enemy suffered severely. 

" I have also the fullest reason to be thankful to the 
o4her officers and men of the squadron employed on 
the blockade and reduction of the island, ^for their ge* 
neral activity anl emulation.^ 

At the commencement o( the operatioids against 
Martinique, the Cleopatra, Captain Peckbell, had the 
good fortune, after a very spirited action, to capture the. 
Topaze French frigate in that neighbonrfiood. Re- 
specting this action, Captain Pechell in his letter to 
Admiral Cot;brane« states as follows :«- 
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*' In consequence of separating from his Majesty's 
ship Jason, and there being no probability of commu- 
nication either with Captain Maude or Captain Pigot, 
of the Latona, and Senim officer of the blockading 
squadroni 1 beg to inform jou^ that yesterday, in obe- 
dience to the signals made to me by Captain Maude, I 
chased a ship in the N. N. W. which I shorly after- 
wards made out to be a French frigate, who, on seeing 
us, hauled close in-shore, and anchored under a small 
battery a little to the southward of Point Noir, having 
ascertained that they were securing her, (by springs or 
her cables, and others fast to the trees on shore,) as 
well as her situation would permit, I made every pre- 
paration for attacking her, the wind being at this time 
from the southward and westward, but very light and 
variable ; at half pa^st two P. M. we got the true breeze, 
and turned up to windward, till within a cable's length 
of the> shore, and half musket shot distant from the 
enemy, which was effected at five o'clock, when his 
firing commenced. I saw from the shape of the laud, 
and the shoal water between us, that I could not close 
without danger of being raked, I was therefore obliged 
to anchor in six fathoms and a half, and returned his 
fire, which fortunately cut away his outside spring, 
when he swung in shore with his head towards us, giv- 
ing us the advantage I refused him before ; this I so 
effectually preserved, that he never afterwards got 
more than half his broadside to bear ; we thus engaged 
for forty minutes, when the Ja&on and Hazard came 
up, the former having taken a position on her starboard 
quarter, and firing her bow guns, the Hazard at the 
same time directing hers to the fort, the enemy hauled 
dow n his colours, finding he was not able to sustain « 
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unequal a combal. She proves lo be the French na- 
tional frigate Topaze, carrying 48 guns, 24, 18* and 361 " 
pounders, commanded by Monsieur Lahalle, Captaine 
de frigate, with a complement of three hundred and 
thirty men. She has been from Brest forty-seven day?, 
and had oil board one hundred troops, and one thou- 
sand one. hundred barrels of flour for Cayenne,, but 
meeting with superior force off that port, she was ob« 
liged to posh to Guadaloupe, 

** Our loss is cpmparatively small with that of the 
enemy. Baying only two killed and one wounded, as hi^ 
guns were chiefly pointed at our masts and riggin^^, 
which he succeeded in cutting very much, most of our 
fore and main rigging shot away, and had we been un- 
der sail, must have lost our main topmast ; on the other 
side twelve killed and fourteen wounded, as near as can . 
be ascertained, for the instant her colours were hauled 
down, one-third at least took to the water, and several 
were either killed or drowned in attempting to efiect 
their escape. 

** Having thus. Sir, given you the <!elai?, it becomes 
a pleasing duty to me lo represent the zeal with which 
Captain Cameron, of the Hazard, offered his service 
before the action, and had the wind allowed him to 
get up sooner, would have attacked the fort, and there- 
by prevented many of the troops getting on shore. I 
am happy, also, in having an opportunity of bearing 
testimony lo the gallantry displayed bj the officers and 
crew of his Majesty's ship under ray command ; and 
beg leave to recommend my first Lieut enajit Simpson io 
their Lordships' notice ; also Lieutenants Puckingham 
and X^mbert, as good ofKcers,and every way deserving 
their Lordships' favour." 

VOL, VI. ft% 
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The reduction of ihe Saints I<lands> lii A^ril, was 
:|>receded by the capture of Iht D^Hautpouft^ a fine new 
T^gun-^bij^'by la Pompee, Captain Fahie, one of lh,e 
bIockading,%iadron,on the 1 6th of thai month. "About 
forty minuien after nineVclock («ays Captain FahieJ ihe 
lower Saint bearing east about a mile at)d a half, I dis- 
tinctly saw three large ship^cbming down under all sail, 
and followed' closely by Ihe Hazard and several others 
of the in-shore squadron, with the signal (or their being 
the enemy. At ten o'clock I closed up with the stem- 
most shi]\ and endeavoured to slop her, by (he diV 
charge of two broadsides, but being iinder a press of 
«ail, and a strong breeze, steering away W. S. W. she 
succeeded in crossing us, without retArning our /ire. 
Our exertions to close her continued unremitted. The 
n'ght set in extremely dark, but fortunately we never 
for a moment lost sight of the enemy. At four o'clock 
I brought him to close action, and continued holly en- 
gaged with^ and constantly nearing him, until a quarter 
past five, when both ships being complete wrecks in 
their rigging and saifs, and within their own lengths of 
each other, the Pom pee nearly unmanageable^ and the 
enemy entirely so, she surrendered." 

• 

The proceedings of his Majesty's Curces, at (he re* 
duction of the Saints, which immediately followed the 
capture of (he Hautpoult, are (hus elegantly and per- 
spicuously detailed by Major-General Maitland, (he 
military officer, who had been detached on that 
service : — 

•' We sailed from Fort Royal Bay on the 12th ; Cap- 
fain E«aver of his Majesty's ship Acasta, who was 
Commodore of the divisioD» left ihe squadroD under 
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charge of Captain Carlhew, of his Majesty's ship GIo- 
ire, and wenl. for ward to meet Rear- Admiral Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane. The I3lh was passed in examining 
the enemy's po^^itions, and in roakihg arrangements* 

" The disembarkation was fixed to be at six o'clock- 
in the morning of (he 14th.. but a bad night separated 
our ships. By ten they were collected. Soon aHer, 
the Ac^sta led in through a very narrow channel which 
was buoyed on each side. The Gloire, Narcissus, and 
Circe followed ; the Intrepid about an hour after, but 
the Dolphin not until next day. His M^jest^'s ships 
anchored opposile^lhe little bay, Bojs Joly. The land* 
ing was meant to.hav^ been at the next to (he east*' 
ward, caJled A nee Vapovre. As much time, it was 
then seen, would be lost by persevering to go to Ance 
Vanovre, because the boats would have had a long row 
against wind atld current, wq landed at Ance Boii 
Joly ; a secure landing, though a stony beach, proteC- 
ed by the fire of the frigates. We experienced no op- * 
position except a cannonade from (he IsIeUoF^ Cabrit,'. 
the guns of which fired over the ridge among the shfp^ 
ping. 

*' When advanced to the first ridges, we found tic 
enemy occupied the great mountain which is above 
ei^ht hundred feet high, called Mount Russel. This 
was immediately on our right, nor could we advance* 
The rifle companies of the 3d and oflhe ^th battalions of 
th^ 60th regiment, were ordered to dislodge the enemy* 
The exertions of these companies, under Captains Dol- 
ling and Luplon, was great ; the ascent no less steeps 
than an angle of fifty degrees, covered with bush aiid 
prickly pears, they most gallantly eflfecled the service, 
apd drove back the enemy, who sufllered considerably. 

. 2k 2 ' 
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The rifle companies were supported to the right bf 
the flank con^panies of ihe Sd West India regiroent, 
and one compan)' of llie Ro^al York Rangers, led by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell,deputy Adjutant-Genera), 
whom I detached for this service* We had now a 
strong position. Betore us were the enemy's three 
forts, showing stout garrisons, and three line-of-battle 
ships and two frigates in the harbour. The large ships 
were full of men. We found, however, we could not 
advance without being flanked on our left by the fort 
on ls\e de Cabrit. Two eigh>inch howitasers were 
immediately landed, a battery quickly constructed by 
Lieutenant Hobbs, of Ihe Royal Engineers, Brigadier* 
General Stehelin, of the Royal Artillery, and all his ofl!« 
cers and men, were most strenuous, and before six that 
evening our battery opened on the enemy's squadron at 
• very lair distance. About an hour after, there were 
indications that (he French squadron was about to push 
out, and by eight it was not doubtful. Not a moment 
was lost ; Captain de Courcy, of the quartermaster-ge- 
neraPs department, was sent by me to Captain Beaver* 
of the Acasta, and we flred six rockets from a head* 
land, at live minutes interval, being the signal fixed on 
by the Admiral. About ten at night, the three French 
line-of-battle ships were seen to go through the wind* 
ward passage. Next morning, (the 15th instant), the 
Intrepid was the only line-of- battle ship in sight. 

" The difficulty of advancing on the west side of the 
island forced us to re-embark the greater part of our 
troops, to land at Ance Vanorve, but as the enemy 
occupied a strong and commanding position on the ea st 
side of this bay, Lieutenant-Coloivel Prescot, with the 
flank companies of the 3d West India regiment^ and 
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Hie (wo rifle compjahies-of Ihe 60th, and Major Hender- 
son, with Ihe reserve, were ordered to descend from 
Mount Russel to protect the landing, and to dislodge 
Ihe eqemy. This was wpli executed, and we gained >. 
favourable position, whence our mortars could reach 
li'ort Napolean at a proper distance, as well as the fort 
on the islet. A mortar battery of two thirleen-inchj| 
^nd four ten^inch was immediately begun, and carried^ 
carried on with unremitted exertions ; all our men vo- 
lunteering every labour.. Between the enemy's Furts 
Napolean an 3 Morelle and us, was a middle ridge 
which was on the back of the town, and held by the 
ei)emy.. On Ihe night of the 15tb, a strong piquet of' 
the enemy was surprized by two companies of the 
Royal York Rangers, commanded by^ Captain Strake 
and Lieutenant While, The French had one officer 
and seventeen men bayonelted^ and twelve prisoners 
were brought away. This affair was highly. 'creditable 
\q the officers named< The night following we de- 
termined to occupy the middle ridge, and confine the 
^nemy within^ his works,. Major Alen was ordered 
jfiih the two flanks companies of the 3d West India, 
and a fl^nk company of jhe 8ih West India, for this 
service ; he was supported by part of the Royal York 
Rai)g.ers under Major Henderson. The position was 
taken up without opposition, but about eight next 
morning the enemy advanced from Forts Napolean 
and Morelte,.to.r^ovef this ground. A. sharp actiot>« 
^ook place,, the whole of the York Rangers, and th« 
rifie companies of the 60th supporting our black troops*. 
The ground lay open in great part to the grape shot 
from Forts Napolean and Morelle, and to round 
•h9t fro9i Islet de C^brit ; but all oar tfoops were i^o^- 
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daunted ; none were more brave or active than liie 
flmk companies of the 3d West India regiment, and a 
flank company of the 8tB West India, under Major 
Alen. Tke ent;my was driven back wuh loss, and oar 
possession of the ground completely secured^ On this 
occa!«ion our loss was about thirty men killed and 
wounded, 

*' 1 omitted to say that the two French frigatej?, botb 
loaded with flour, took their chance of escaping on 
the forenoon of the 15lh. They went through the wind* 
ward passage, keeping a little from the wind, to gaia 
the shore of Guadaloupe. The leading frigate was en- 
gaged by his Majesty's ship Intrepid. This frigate how- 
ever doubled the point of Vieux Fort, was followed 
by the other, and both escaped into Basse Terre. 

'* About the middle of the day, yesterday, the 17lh, 
the French commandent. Colonel Madier, sent a flag 
of truce to enter inioierms. They ex^pected what we 
would not concede/ and they submitted to what we 
were willing to grant. They are prisoners of war. 

" I understood their number to be from seven to 
eiQ;ht hundred ; of this number six hundred were 
landedshy the French squadr'on. 

• ** We are to take possession of the forts this evening 
at four oVlock, The French will be immediately em- 
barked, and I shall pioceed to carry the remainder of 
your orders into execution without loss of time. 

'* The navy has most cordiafly supported as ; Cap- 
tain Be.jver, of his Majesty's ship Acasta, has encreased 
that character which I know his conduct at Bay Robert, 
Martinque gained. Mis arrangement and presence of 
mind render him particularly qualified for joint opera- ' 
tioDs. Captain Carbhew^ of the Gtoire, and Captaio 

9 
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Malcolm, of the Nardssuff, also merit the warmest ac- 
knowledgement ; and I am ' also inoch obliged to the 
Hon. Captain Bertie of his Majesty's ship Dart/ who 
acted on shore." 

Some single actions of considerable brilliancy oc- 
curred in the early part of the year ; the. roost particu* 
lar of which was that between the French frigate Nie- 
men and (he Amethyst, comotfanded by Captain Mi* 
chaeJ Seymour, whose unsurpassed gallantry, in the cap- 
ture of the I'hetfs, another French frigate of superior 
force to the Amethyst, at the. close of the preceding 
year, is duly noJiced inan earlier part of this volume, 
the following is Captain Seymour's modest account oi^ 
the action ; 

** jfmifiysi, cf Usiant, Jpril 12, IS09. 

" Mt Lord, 
" I have very sincere pleasure, in acquaioting. you of 

the capture of le Niemen, a fine new French frip 
gate of forty-four guns/ twenty-eight of which are 18- 
poanders on the maio-deck> and three hundred and nine- 
teen* men, copper fastened, two days f om Verdun 
Roadi!, with six months provisions and naval stores on 
board, and bound to the isle of France, commandecf 
by Monsieur Dupotety.C«ipitaine de frigate, a distin* 
giHshed officer, who defended his ship with great siibi« 
Kty and resolution. 

** At eleven in the forenoon of the 5lh instant, the 
wind at East, Emerald North within signal distance^ 
Cordovan hearing E. by N. forty-two leagues, a ship 
was perceived in the £• S. £. cpming down steering iQ 
tbe westward,, which hauled to the S. S, £. on making 
u&out^. She was immediately closed, but. at twenty 
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minutes pa»t seven- we ^st sight of her apd (he Em«- 
nildf ond had not gatn^- oii th^ c^^a^e. 

"After di^rk theAmelbysli's cour^ was shaped fo 
ineet the probable route of an enemy^ when at half 
p«8l nine we crossed one, but though within half gun 
shot at eleven, from which lime till, one, the bow and 
stern chpiers were exchanging^ her extraordinary saif- 
h)g^ prevented oar eflfectmg any thing serious. From 
one tiil half pa^ three A. M. on the 6th the action was 
severe, after which the eoemv's main and misen maM& 
. lell ; his fire became faiot, was just silenced, while 
' Ours continued as lively as ever, when the Afetbosa- 
appear^, and on her iiring- he iniinediUely mibde a ug^ 
mil of Slaving surr^ttdered, and piipved 1o be the sa^e 
frigate recommended to my notice in ^our Lordship's- 
order of Ihe9jth ultijBOu She fell on> hoard us once 
in the contest ; she had forty-seven kiUed^ and seventy* 
three 'Wounded^- The main and mizen-majtts- of the 
Amethyst fell at the close oF the action, and she had 
eight killed, and thirtylseven bounded. 

" To render just praisre tor the brave and admirable 
conduct of every officer and man of this ship's company 
(^ whom two officei's and 37 men were absent in 
prizes, the prisbners frorh which 69 were on board ; 
I am perfectly ufiequah The great exertions- and ex- 
perience of the first Lieutenant, Mr. William Hill, arki 
Mr. Robert Fair, the master, I am particularly indebted 
for, Lieutenants Waring and Prytherch, of the ro} al 
■ marines, deserve my best thanks. 

■' The Prize's foremast feHiiext day, and I left her in 
idw of the Arethusa, who afforded us in eveiy instance 
the most prompt assistance^ and by Captain Mudge'i dfp 
•ire I write. ' 
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•* In justice to a most vigilant officer, I hav»(o ob- 
serve, that from the Emerald's Mtuation, even Captain 
Maitland's skill would not avail him in getting up to 
the enemy, and the darkness and squally weather in 
the early part of the night precluded all hope of his 
keeping sight of the Amethyst." 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

•'Seymour,** 
•• Rtgh Hwourahh Lord Gambia', &c." 

The capture of the La Furiease, one of the French 

frigates which escapf^d from Martinque at the period of 

the investment of that island, by the Bonne X^iloyenne 

sloop of war, was another action which conferred di««- 

tingaished honour on the English officers and crew. 

The wonderful disparitv of force betweeA the contend* 

ing ship^, and the extraordinary gallantry disp1a)ed by* 

Captain Mounsey, and the crew of La.B^nne Citoyenne, 

wiU furnish an ample excuse for the 'insertion of that 

officer's official letter to Sir J. B. Warren, hii Com- 

mander-in-Cbief, announcing the capture. It Is 'at 

fiblhwi:— • 

•' His Majeshfs Sloop Boime Cifoyenne,' 
Halifax, 281 Auguit, 1809.. . » 

"Sir, , ^ 

" I have the honour t6 acquaint you, few the tnformii«- 

tion of my Lord:! Commissioners of the AdmiraUyythat> 

dn the 18th day of Jane, having sailed from Sptthead- 

in compahy with his. Majesty's ship Inflexibic, jamd-: 

the Q^iebec trade^ on tbe 2d. of July, tn latkiide 441 

degrees north, longitude 27 degrees west,: 1 <had tho: 

miflfbr^iHie to lose sight of theconvo)^ in>reConnoitrmg. 

a strange suspicious sail astefn* and.bylrftv«fiiDg be« 
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between the^paralfels of 43 and ^^ degrees north, ^^^g^rig 
to the westward in proportion to the Bist^nce 1 sup- 
posed they would sail with such winds, in order to re- 
|j;ain the fleet ; I had the good fortune, on the 5tb, at; 
three P. M. in latitude 43 degrees 4*1 minuter north, 
and longitude 34 west, to fa)! in with a Frenjch frigate 
in the act of taking posession of a large English mer- 
chant ship, ^ich they shortly relinguished on our ap- 
proach, and steered U> the northward under a press o£ 
sail. |>'inding they did not answer the private signal, I 
ipvnediately bore up in pursuit, and, after a ch^co 
i^f. eighleea hours, at twenty-five minutes past nine A. 
M- on the 6ih» h#d the ^tisfaclioa tp lay bis Maj/^tty'i: 
sjgop alpog-sid^ wilhi^, pistpl^sbpt, of the. ^n^my, Wjb^ 
b^ brougbtrip tqjengage iii. 

. " A brisjL. <;ani^nad» mitb rooqd H^d grape imme^ 
d^'ate^ conMoenced; aad the combat: QonHpaed. with iin* 
i^bated fury, gradmally dosing until s);;leeo minulespast 
four P..N}. wbeqi our powder being nearly all expendfed» 
I d^ternoined to cHi^y her by boarding with all haodib 
all, th^ iQsta^U of Ikying her on boa^ fpr thiM^ purpase, 
they called out they had surrendered, and struck their 
c^qioura to bis M^estry*s isloop. Thus ended a conflict 
obstinately maintained for* six hours, and fifty minutes, 
during which the enemy fired away more than^teventy 
bioadstdes, ^whilst bis Majesty's; aloop, not leas spainDg* 
dtsch^rg^ed: one hundred and twentyrnine . dettraictive 
broadfii^s, alternately from th^ alirboard • aofd larboard 
sUat, .as circumstances wouid< pecnut me.- to chapget 
bar poaiitoi) with advantage, sa as .to avoid the i|aces« 
tity of slatKening our ^re irom J he gunif being over* 
l|pated:- threerof wbtch we«e diMnoiUilied and reiH 
dece4. usetoi» early: in t{)e fictiioii. 
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" She proved to be La ForieBfte, a French frigate of 
the largest class, that escaped from the Saintes on ihe 
I si of April, commanded by Captain Le Morant Ker 
Daniel, pierced for forty-eight guns, but havmg only 
twelve forty-two pound carronades and two long 24- •^ 
pounders on the main-deck, with six of smaller calibre ; 
forty soldiers at small arins, her full proportion of biE- 
cers, and a complement of two hundred men, besides 
the Colonel, two Lieutenants, and a detachment oHhe 
66th regiment of the line ; partly loaded with sugar 
and coffee, tfnd sailed from Basse Tefre the 14th, of 
June, bound to France : is seven years old, and sails 
very fast. 

'*< After a bard contested action, a most arduous duty 
still remained to be performed. On taking possession 
we found the frigate in a most perilous state; with four-p 
teen shot-holes between wind and water, and five feet 
' water" in her hoKI, Her top-masts, and all her yards 
(except the cro«.s-jack and spnt<;ail) shot away, and 
her lower masts so badly wounded as to render it al- 
most impossible to prevent them fromi falling, with 
more than seventy men killed and wounded, whilst his 

* Majesty's sloop was reduced to a mere wreck, hdvihg 
all her tower masts badly wounded in several plaC'es, as 
well as the fore and main top-roasts and nyzen top-mast * 

' shot away, nearly all the standing and every part of the 
running rigging, sails, boats, &c. cut to pieces. After 
securing the prisoners (the weather being' very favour* 
able during the night), by the exertions of Mr. San- 
don, second Lieutenant, and -Mr. At^at^r, the carpen- 
ter, sevQffd of the most dangerous stiot-)ibles were 
stopped, «o as. lo enable tfiefti to keq> ih^ 'ship ffde: 
but all their efforts to save her masts proved ineffectual. 
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as the main and roissen-masis went overboard the; next 
dayj leaving the bare foremast standing, wounded in 
three places. 

*' The indefatigable exertions of every Olficer and 
man in the Bonne Ciloyenne in fishing and .securing 
her masts, so as to be able to take the frigate in toiv, 
and surmounting every other difficulty, merits my 
warmest praise and admiration ; and I feel highly gra* 
tified in reporting to their Lord«hips, that nothing 
could exceed the animated seal and unwearied intrepi* 
dity of the officers, seamen, and royal marines, whom I 
have the honour to command, in a tontest with an 
enemy apparently of so great a "disparity of force; and 
I beg particularly to mention tl#e able assistance that I 
seceived from Mr. Symes, the first, and Mir. Sandon the 
second Lieutenant, and Mr. Williamson, the Master, 
which contributed greatly to the success of the action; 
JMr. Scott the Purser, Mr. John Black, and Mr. 
M'Auley, passengers/ in the handsomest manner volun* 
leered their services, assisted at the guns, and where* 
ever ihey could make themselves most oseful ; and Mr* 
Stewart the surgeon deserves much praise, for his hu- 
manity and great atleniion to our own as well as the 
wounded prisoners ; indeed the patience with which 
all hands have borne the extreme fatigue and privation 
of being constantly on deck for twenty-five days and 
nights^ does them infinite credit, and urges me lo jo 
long a detail. 

" Thus circumstanced, I was induced lo make the 
best of my way to ibis port, where I arrived with the 
prize on the Isl instarU. The Bonne Citoyenne, re* 
(quiring three lower mast^ tbpnatts, be. lo enable hec 
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to proceed in the prosecution of their Lordships' 
orders. 

** I am happy to «ay our loss has been inconceivaWjr 
small^ vi hich I cdn attribute only to the lowness of the 
Bonne Citoyenne's hull, and being so close under the 
the enemy's guns, 

*i I have the honour to be, &c, 

" W. Mounsey/* 

For this exploit Mr. Mounsey was prbmoted to fh<i 
rank of Post Captain, and appointed to the command 
of the frigate which he had taken^ 

In addition to the official particulars relating to th< 

proceedings of Walcheren, in the month of August, 

which have already been given, the following letter 

from Captain tianchet, of the Raven sloopw (o Capt. 

Owen, of the Clyde, will be found to contain some 

interesting particulars, highly to the credit of the 

.' writer : — 

' •* Hia Mqjuty*s Shop Haven, ^ tie Elkhorg, Jugusi 4^ 

•' Sir, 
•* In obedience to your signal to chace, of yester* 

day afternoon, I have the honour to inform you, that 
when coming up abreast of Flushing, I observed the 
boats of the squadron under a very galling fire, and con- 
ceived it my duty to give them every protection his Ma- 
jesty's brig under my command could afford ; I accord- 
ingly ran in for the mouth of the Scheldt, receiving the fire 
of five batteries on Cadsand, and of the whole sea front 
of Flushing in passing. I had the satisfaction of draw- 
ing the fire off the boats commanded by Lieutenant 
Strahan, of the Clyde, which were pulling after the 
enemy's vessels with the greatest gallantry. The enemy 
were driven from the battery of Breshens ^y our Ifire^ 
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the boaU we brought safe down, ftrtd the gun-vestels 
retreated into the harbours on each side. 

" Considering the heavy .6re of shot and shells we 
were exposed to for four hours in beatin^i^ doivn, the 
grape coming on board us from Flushing, whale the 
round shot from the batteries on Cankand were pass- 
.ing through us, our loss is comparatively small, there 
being only ro}self and eight men wounded. 

" We have suffered severely in our hull, roastf, and 
rigging 'y two of our guns were disiBuunled, the top- 
masts shot away above the lower caps; the m^m-msai, 
bowsprit, and main-boom rendered unserviceable, and 
the sails and rigging completely cut to pieces. 

** I beg leave to recommend, in the strongest fnan* 
lier, the gallant conduct of Lieutenants Wilts and Hall, 
whose zeal and attention on this and on -every other 
occasion merits my warmest (hanks. Mr. Robert 
Dunlop, acting master, attended to his station vtilh the 
greatest coolness, as well as Mr. W. Preston, surgeon/ 
who did not leave the deck until called down to attend 
the wounded ; and Mr. Cowley, purser, who volun- 
teered to attend the signals, and was on the poop with 
me the whole time ; and I cannot too highly apprtclate 
the steadiness and courage displayed by every officer 
and man in the Raven, while engaging the batteries in 
this pass, so well prepared for oar reception^ and in 
sight of boih armies and which has been thought be- 
fore form Ida hie even to fleets, 

** 1 have the honour to be with respect, 

*' Sir, your most obedient humb-e servant, 

" J. M. Hanchet, Captaiiu^ 
" To Captain Oicen, &c. ClyJi."* 
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. Amongst other instances of determined courage, %ve 
feel much satisfaction in being enabled to slate the foL* 
lowing: Mr. Row, commander of his Mjajest/s gun« 
brig Censor, who so gallantly distinguished himself 
on this occasion, has been twelve years a Lieufeuahf, 
always employed on the most active service, and re* 
marked for his general steady good conduct. Early 
in the month of August he received intelligence of the 
enemy's design to send thirteen gun-vessels from De\(» 
zy\ to Flushing, and thought of frustrating their designs 
by cutting them out in the night ; and in consequence^ 
on the afternoon of the lOih, proceeded in the boats of 
the Censor and Brudagaren, with tf'ty men ; but on 
their arrival, luid the mortifiCBtlon to find the flotilla bad 
tailed. He then determined to storm the fortress, in 
\vhich he was gallantly seconded by Lieutenant Dubson, 
rominandingh Brudagaren, who volunteered his ser* 
vices upon the occasion. The natural obstacles which 
oxi^ted prevented thvir landing nearer th.kii seven miley 
from the town, owing to a great sur( beating against 
the piles, and a stro4^.g wind blowing dead ^ipon thi^ 
ahore ; the landing was efTtcted about half an hour beg^ 
/ore sun*rise. It being broad day-li^^ht when they ei> 
tered- the fortresi?, they were only able to spike the gun^ 
of its principal bastion, consisting of four long 24-poun» 
ders, and making a serjo-ant of ariiJIcry and his guaid pri- 
soners: by tinit tiite thegariison.coiisistingoflhreehun* 
dred and fifty men, were upon the alert, which made it- 
necessary to Vetreat ; this was eftVcle^ under a gnlling / 
fire from the solditry, which was maintained until our 
l>/ave lars reache<i their boats, which they had to launcli 
through the mud about a quarter of a mile, without 
Ibe eioallesi iosi on our side. 

2l2 
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The following instance of percevering bravery, as re- 
corded in a letter from Captain Frazer Smith, late of 
the merchant ship Neptune, of Greenock^ dated Lirna, 
April 25, 1809, h?s scarcely ever been exceeded by any 
vlass of the British marine : — 

" We had a tedious passage round Cape Horn ; 
»poke an Annerican whaler, and gave two broadsides to 
a Portuguese man of war, who we llioughi was a 
Frenchman. We put into several places along tht 
coast of -Peru without molestation ; but one morning 
as we lay at anchor in a creek, we saw a privateer 
standing right: in upon us. We immediately hove the 
anchor up and prepared for action, and an engagement 
ensued, that was kept up with great spirit for lour hours 
We were much hurt in our sails and rigging ; bn( find* 
ing us too strong for him, he took advantage of his sti- 
perior sailing, and left us. We got our damages re- 
paired, and from that time (December last) till the 4th 
of February, we remained undisturbed. On that day, 
however, the said privateer paid us another visit, accoro- 
panied by the Hero of London, a prize to her. Though 
these made two to one against us, I trusted to the 
strength of my metal, and to the courage of ny crew; 
and I am happy to say, that in the result I was not dit* 
appointed. 

" The firing began when we were within pistol* 
shot ( f each other, and was continued with destructive 
effect during the whole of the action ; they played upon 
us with grape-shot from their 24-pound^rs unmerci* 
fully, and would have swept away many of my brave 
crew, had they aimed nioie at the hull of the vessel ; 
but their lire was directed chiefly to our sails and rig* 
ging ; and I am sorry to say they were too succestful 
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in injaring lho«e Materially ; indeed, ihvy rendered 
the vessel almost unmanageable. We, however, 
paid them back in their own way, and sucd^ded 
in bringing dowfi the privaleers' lop*masts and)ard9. 
Tbey stood out for upwards of four hours, but finding 
us too many for them, they put up their helms and set 
off, leaving us the fi^ld, though the victory was dearly 
bought^ the vessel having suffered great injury, and 
fbur of my seamen were dangerously wounded. Since 
I came here 1 ^na told the privateer had eighteen men 
killed, besides several wounded; which readily believe, 
as our fire was directed lower than theirs, and their 
^eckft u\re crowded Mfith men. We got our damages 
repaired as well as we couid, and pursued the objects 
of my voyage, pretty confident that we should meet 
.lie further interruption. In this, however, I was un- 
happily mistaken, for on the 20th of the same month 
I had a new and more powerful enemy to encounter. 
A' large privateer, mounting twenty-two guns and 
one hundred and seventy men, appeared in the offing,- 
uuder an American flag. We soon saw he wa^; an 
enemy, and lound his neutral flag was intended to d^e 
celve us. We prepared (o fight nim at the same time 
that we endeavoured to avoid tiiip ; w« pi-rceived 
thai he sailed well, an<i whenever I found that he gained 
on us, I gave orders to slacken nail, that we might the 
sooner bring on an action there was no avoi«iin!<. 

•' About midnight we were nearly aIong^i«ie of eacb 
other, and immediately exchanged broadside s; the 
action then wt*nt on, supported <m boih -ides by an iii^ 
cessanl and destructive fire. • Alter fij^hiing for ux-aiiy 
three hours, neither of u*? could gain any a'<vi^ai.c\> 
and the pause ll^at ensued between then Hi.d uciv-.^j^iit 

2 l3 
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was employed in repairing daroagi^s. At day-lighfywe 
renewed ihe action, and fought defperatefy ; still, 
however, so equally we seemed matched, that neither 
could compel the other to yield, the daring attempts of 
the one being constantly defeated by the valour of the 
otiicr. You will scarcely believe that we - actuaJI/ 
maintained this obstinate and long contest from Monday 
at midnight till Thursday at noon. The pauses that 
ensued between our numerous aictions were employed 
by both in constantly preparing for a renewal of the 
combat, and no sooner had the one cleared away his 
wreck, than he again mancBuvrcd, and renewed the 
work of destruction. At length my ammunition got 
few, and when we struck, there was not another shot 
in the locker. My crew were worn out by excessive 
fatigue, for none of us slept an hour durfng our extra- 
ordinary contest, and we had l*UUe time to spare for 
food. Besides the loss of my vessel, I have to la- 
ment the fall of Mr. Aldisson, my chief Mate, who 
was killed on the second day of the action ; as well as 
this excellent young man, my boatswain, carpenter, 
gunner, and four valuable seamen were also killed in 
the course of the action, and myself and nine of the 
crew wounded. 

" When the flag that had> day after day, and night 
after night, bidden defiance to the enemy, vas at length 
struck ; the vessel was an entire wreck, and literally 
knocked to pieces, our main-top-roast and main-yard 
shot away, all our sails cut to rags, and not a single 
shroud left standing. 

<' The privateer that look me was once the Vulture, 
Captain Christe, of London : and though exceedingly 
well armed and manned^ was given up to a brig of 
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three guns \vithoat firing a shot ; so that to this cir* 
cuiDstance I may attribute my capture, and all that has 
followed.'* 

We have thus recorded all the material naval events 
of the year 1809, up to the first day of November; at 
which period the state of the British Navy was as 
follows : — 

At sea, 92 sail of the line, 1 1 fifties and forty-fours, 
111 frigates, lil sloops and yachts, 4 bombs and fire^ 
ships, 149 brigsy 47 cutters, 77 gun-vessels. &c. 

ToUl, 682. 

In commission, 879* Grand total, including thom 
building and repairing* 1 130 ships of war* 
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